Hour- By - Hour Report Of River Rise

A chronological report of the
rise of the Susquehanna River
and its subsequent rampage
through the region has been
made by Lt. Col. Edward M.
McGroarty, chief of the Penn-
sylvania State Police Auxiliary
Services to State Police Com-
missioner Rocco P. Urella.

Portions of the report were de-
leted by the newspaper at the
request of Lt, Col. McGroarty in
that these portions pertained to
State Police operations only and
had no bearing on the flood.

Flooding in Luzerne County,

low area which always has been
vulnerable to flooding.

At 4:30 a. m.—Route 11 closed
between Knigston Corners and
Plymouth because of water in
the lower elevation near the
point where the river dike meets
Route 11,

At 5 a. m. Troop “P” person-
nel in Wyoming Valley area
called to duty and dispatched to
pivotal positions.

At 5:30 a.m. Sgt. Joseph
Fisher dispatched to Plymouth
as liaison officer. On arrival at
6:15 EDST, he observed that
Plymouth was already under

3 hJune 1972, was fasstociqte(i water. This borough represents
wit t]x" passage of 1iropicali, nasin distinct from the Wilkes-
storm Agnes. Barre area and the Forty Fort-

By 4 p. m. on Thursday, June Kingston-Edwardsville area.

22, the tributaries of the Susque-| The dike had been cut to ac-
hanna River, in the vicinity 0f|commodate a community sewer
Towanda, were swollen to flood project and the breach is re-
stage and the river reading at/ported to have occurred at the
the Towanda Measuring Station|spot where the dike was repaired
was 22.20 feet. With the above following construction.

river level, most roads in the| At 9:20 a. m. Cpl. Eugene Mec-

Towanda Station area were Guire anl Tpr. Eugene McDonald
covered with water in the lower|dispatched to Plains Township as
elevations. liaison officers.

At 9:40 a. m. Shickshinny sta-
tion advised Wyoming that Route
11 was closed at West Nanticoke,
water covered.

At 10:30 a. m, Civil Defense in
Wilkes Barre Court House base-
ment was taking water — pre-
paring to move.

At 10:35 a.m. Sans Souci
Highway closed at Dundee.

At 10:40 a. m. Cpl. Anthony
Shubzda dispatched to Hanover
Township via personal car as
liaison officer.

At 10:56 a. m. Water over
dikes at Lynwood, Hanover
Township.

At 11:15 a. m. An Emergency
Network Broadcast — water en-
tering cemetery at River Street,
Forty Fort — asked that traffic
be diverted from that area.

At 11:20 a. m.—“Everyone
being removed from the Market
Street Bridge. They are giving up
on it.” This severed the last link
between Wilkes-Barre and the
West Side Communities.

At 11:36 a. m. — The west bank
dike failed in the vicinity of the
Edwardsville Shopping Center,
just South of Kingston Corners.
This admitted water to the lower
West Side of Wyoming Valley.
The distance bhetween this break
and the break through yet to
come at Forty Fort is about three
miles with no appreciable eleva-
tion between the two locations.

During the early mornjng hours
of Friday, June 23, Wilkes-Barre
residents had made a valiant
effort to raise the dike level by
sandbagging. This despite the
bleak prospect of success because
of the head of water already pre-
vailing at the Towanda measur-
ing point. Frank Sgarlet, Wyom-
ing, advised me that he had con-
tributed more than a thousand
tnns of sand to the effort

The Dushore Station area was
encountering flash flooding dur-
ing this interval and travel on
Route 87 terminated because of
the loss of two bridges. (The
Flab Run Bridge and the Dry
Run Bridge, at Forksville).
Route 220 was closed at Monroe-
ton at this time, but the other
major route through Towanda,
Route 6, was still open. This
route was closed at Wysox by
6:10 p.m. E. D. T.

The Tunkhannock Station fis
about 40 miles downstream from
Towanda. On June 22, this sta-
tion gave a 1600 report that all
roads in the station area were
passable with the exception of
Route 87, between Forkston and
Mehoopany This again was
flash flooding of a Susquehanna
tributary, the Mehoopany Creek.

Heavy rain was almost con-
tinuous during this interyal and
the storm ‘“Agnes’” was shower-
ing the New York State area
north of Towanda with ab-
normally heavy rainfall. The
general northward movement of
the storm was interrupted for
an interval and excessive
amounts of water fell on the
Susquehanna River watershed at
a time when it had already at-
tained flood stage.

At 7:13 p.m. our Towanda
Station reported a river reading
of 25.80, a rise of 3.60 feet dur-
ing the previous three hours.
The first report of flooding in
the Wyoming Valley area oc-
curred at approximately 2020,

en the Susquehanna left its
elst bank in Jenkins Township.
is location is about one mile
t of the State Police Head-
quarters at Wyoming, but a low-
er elevation. This was the ac-
cess road to the Eighth Street

rain to add ele\atlon to the
Wilkes-Barre side of the dike
system. As the project was aban-

cntlca) mter\ al for the Wvom-
ing Valley area arrived at this
approximate time. Distress calls

the system. This consisted of
pilings driven into River side of
the existing dike, heavy steel
pilings in the shape of thoughs.
These were locked together and
welded, forming a rigid wall at
the entry to the severe bend in
the river bed.

This wall has held in many
previous periods of high water,
but the river level never reached
the elevation attained on this
date. The soil texture of the
Wyoming Valley Floor is rough-
ly equivalent to that of a gravel
bar, a mixture of sand, gravel
and the loam representing river
sidement.

| A feverish effort was being
|exerted during the early hours of|>
|Friday, June 23, to rectify de-
|ficiencies existing in the piling
'repair of this dike. The extreme
pressure of the river, now 4 fo
5 feet higher than the terrain
adjoining the pilings, caused
seepage along the Forty Fort side
of the pilings. The effort to ar-
rest this was futile because noth-
ing dumped against the pilings,
could, at that time, compensate
for the existing disparity in pres-
sure. The seepage spread through
the Forty Fort Cemetery, and at
|approximately 1350 this date re-
'pair effort terminated abruptly
because of an ominous rumbling
heard beneath the surface.

1:59 — The surface of the
cemetery was observed to dis-
appear as a massive wave of
water gushed up from beneath
the surface. The force of the
eruption was such that sealed
concrete cemetery vaults weigh-
ing between one ton and 2,500
pounds were carried along with
the tide.

At the time this broke, I was
enroute to Wyoming in Helicopter
Two, with Pilot Dinnani. The
pilot mentioned that he had
crossed the airport just three or
four minutes previously and that
a Cessna was taking off as he
passed. As we passed overhead
a wave of water was sweeping
north across the airport and I
could see it coming from the
Forty Fort Cemetery. I could see
the green pilings at the repair
point and the top surface was
still visible and well above the
river level. It was evident that
the river was coming through
beneath the pilings.

As of this date, approximately
300 bodies, washed from the
Forty Fort Cemetery have been
recovered through the initiative
and organization taken by Lu-
zerne County Coroner Dr.
George Hudock, and Chief
Deputy Coroner Joseph Shafer.
These bodies have been re-
covered by crews of volunteer
citizens and by the personnel of
the Wing Equipment Repair,
Squadron 47 Marine Corps Re-
serve.

Bodles recovere 1o.date hi

at Memorlal Shrme Cemeterv
Carverton. The early effort at

and receding water exposes
more of the displaced bodies.

Because of this new estimate
of the problem a Military Graves
Registration detachment was!
brought into the area on Sun-
day, July 2, 1972. Receding
water at the Forty Fort break
allowed assessment of the mag-
nitude of another near term
danger. The channel cut through
the cemetery is well below the
natural bank of the river as it
existed prior to construction of
the dikes.

A crash project is presently
underway, transporting high
density fill from Connolly exca-|
vating site, Union Street, Prin-|
gle Borough, to close off this
channel and recreate first al
river bank, then a dike. ‘

Within minutes of the break-|
through at Forty Fort, the State
Police at Wyoming received a
distress call from the Golden
Eagle Diner, Midway Shopping
Center, advising that eight peo-
ple were trapped inside. I ob-
served Trooper Dinani land on
the roof of this diner as it was|
rapidly being filled with flood

water and to effect 2 most
spectacular rescue with the
helicopter. The profeciency of!

all of the assigned pilots has
proven to be exceptionally high
and they distinguished them-
selves in a most commendable
fashion.

Loss of the Market Street
Bridge connection between
Wilkes-Barre and the West Side
Communities reduced Wyoming
Valley to two distinctly separate|
disaster areas. Debris already|
lodging against the Pierce Street
Bridge at Wilkes-Barre had re-|
portedly caused a detectible
shift in the Bridge's alignment,
and this bridge was actually
washed out the following night.|

Water engulfed the Kingston!
Area. The Bell Telephone Com-
pany maintains a sophisticated
switching terminal at Division,
Street and Wyoming Avenue,|
Kingston. Water entering the
basement of this building, satu-|
rated leads in their underground
conduit system, and saturated|
their relays. They were com-
pelled to terminate telephone
srvice in the Kingston Area.

The same problem affected the
Wilkes-Barre Terminal this date.
Loss of the Kingston Exchange
lines coincided roughly with the
break in the dike at Edwards-
ville about one mile from the ex-
change building (11:36 A. M.)

This one factor, loss of fele-
phone communications, imnjea-
surably compounded a tragdedy
already existing, It forced Jthe
State Police to shift emphasis

and to commit a large segment|

of the then existing strength to
maintaining a communications
lmk between the distressed and’
formmg efforts atI

{
of rar‘m

’operators who, havemg developed

a grasp of the crisis, remained

recovery involved aid from
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were’ acceleratﬁag People were
being evacuated from the basin
area at Plymouth. The actual
breaching of dikes was still more
th 12 hours distant but con-
ions were rapidly deteriorat-
ing and Towanda’'s river read-
in s served to forecast the stress
ye to be imposed on the dike
cystem in this area:

22 June 72
0100 6.27
0630  11.02
0945 14.33
1235 18.15
1545 22.20
1830 25.80
2200 29.65
23 June 72
0400 31.52
» 0700 31.67
1000 31.60
1620 31.55
1700 31.59
2200 32.10
24 June 72
0010 32.75
e 0230 33.21
B 0415 33.25 (crested)
0718 32.80
1010 31.58
1300 29.74
- 1600 27.65
1900 25.48

«The 10 p. m, reading at To-
wanda on Thursday, June 22,
1972, was 29.65. It would rise
an additional 4.60 feet in the next
28 hours before cresting on Sat-
urday morning, June 24, 1972,
at 0415 at 33.25. An additional
hours would pass before a
in water level was evident

at Wyoming Valley.

The Towanda tables were used
because of the loss of measuring
apparatus at Wilkes-Barre.

Friday, June 23, 1972 at 12:20
a. m.—Eighth Street Bridge be-
tween Wyoming and Jenkins
Township closed.

At 12:30 a.m.—The steel
bridge at Pittston (the Water
Street Bridge) was closed to
traffic. The Fort Jenkins Bridge
(the upper Pittston bridge) was
still’ passable at this time.

At © “12:40 a. m.—Lieutenant
Glad, of the Naval Reserve Unit
‘at the Avoca Airport called the
State Police Headquarters at
Wyoming, advising they were
preparing for the shock of a
major flood and advised us of
the facilities there. This was

Tater to become a vital staging|l

area for the military air rescue
@nd supply effort.

At 1 a. m.—Pittston—Fort Jen-
kins ‘Bridge closed. River read-
ing at Wilkes-Barre—29.90. Civil
Defense Groups are now evac-
uating in the lower elevations
in the Plymouth, West Nanticoke
nnd Shickshinny areas.

At '3 a. m.—The Carey Avenue
Bridge from Plymouth to Breslau
closed. Pierce Street Bridge,
‘Kingston to Wilkes-Barre, closed.
Cross Valley Expressway Bridge
‘(‘The Dundee Bridge) -closed.
This is a high bridge with a high
east side access to Route 81.
“The west side access is from

-tributed m

than 4
tons of sand to the effort P
College students and other

mAsthepro_ject was aban-

hours to rise before cresting at

Towanda. It rose about two feet
during this interval.

At 1:59 p. m. 1359 — River
broke through beneath the re-
taining wall at Forty Fort,
across River Street from the
borough building. At this point
the river makes a severe left
bend of almost 90 degrees, in the
vicinity of River Street, Forty
Fort and Wyoming Avenue.

This is the point at which
Abrams Creek met the river
prior to erection of the dikes.
Older residents of the area men-
tioned during the last major
flood (1936), that there was a
time when the course of the
river bed simply a channel
around a wide island.

After erection of the present
dike, mine caving occurred in
this critical area. The dike and
the surrounding area of River
Street, Forty Fort, seftled creat-
ing a low spot at the most vital
poin of the system.

Because of a dearth of sur-
face between the dike and the
Forty Fort Cemetery and River
Street, an innovation was em-
ployed to seal the low point in

Route 11, at West Nanticoke, a

recovery involved aid fmm
power launches, and civilian
'volunteers. Vaults could be
towed to Wyoming Avenue in the
vicinity of the Midway Shopping
Center where Marine Lift Equip-
ment could operate. By Tues-
day, June 27, water had re-
ceded to the point where this
method of recovery had to ter-
minate. Because of the extreme
health hazard, it was imperative
that this operation continue.

Congressman Daniel J. Flood
was instrumental in and suc-
cessful in obtaining two Army
Chinook High Lift Helicopters to
assist in these recoveries. This
was a most satisfactory opera-
tion and most of the vaults and
caskets visible at that time from
the air were recovered.

The estimate of body displace-
ment at the Forty Fort Ceme-
tery is as follows: Shafer, ad-
vised on July 1, that he has
checked the cemetery associ-
ation maps. He finds that about
360 lots were washed out. These
were lots containing six persons
each, and cemetery officials ad-
vised him that the lots affected
were about 90% filled. The re
covery operation is continuin

oast Guard Crews utilizing
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uumtainmg a communications
Re-ljink between the distressed and
the rapidly forming efforts at
rescue and relief,

vho, haveing de‘otfe'd
grtlp of the erlsis, remained
at their posts almost around the
lclock giving cool steady disci-
plined direction.

of the then existing ltrength to'
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| Set for D.C. Trip

Grown Locally

National Yule Tree

Mr. and Mrs. Cherles Atherton, Hunlock Creek, owners
of the 80-foot Colorado blue spruce which will become the

- permanént National Christmas Tree, joined Congressman

Daniel J. Flood yesterday as he turned the first spade of dirt
to begin the transplanting of the fir.

The five day process will conclude Thursday at noon
when the Congressman and Interior Department officials
accept the tree for the federal government at ceremonies on
the Elipse, near the White House, Network television crews
gnddnational media representatives are expected to be on

and. ¢

The U.S. National Parks Service is in charge of the
acquisition and tramsplant. The tree will be bundled today
and placed on a flat bed trailer tomorrow to begin the three-
day journey to Washington. Bundling ropes can be seen in
the left lower left and center of photo.




AUDIENCE WITH POPE—Pope Paul VI is shown expressing his best wishes to Congress-
man and Mrs. Daniel J. Flood during a private Papal asudience at Castle Gondalfo. Mrs. Flood is
pictured holding a sterling silver rosary which she received from the Pontiff. A Vatican inter-
preter is to the Pope’s left.

Congressman Flood, who received a gold medallion from the Pope, commemorating the
10th| anniversary of his Coronation, reported that the Pontiff asked him to express his personal
concern and good wishes for all of the Agnes flood victims in Northeastern Pennsylvania,

The Flood’s met with

the Pope during a recent European visit.

Congressman Flood had previously been received in audience with Pope Pius XII and Pope

John XXIII

') p( A
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Flood Reaffirms His Position
Of Iron Grip on Panama Canal

Congresman Daniel J. Flood on Wednesday led the most significant colloquy

in the congress on Panama

Canal policy since early in this century.

Pointing out that the overthrow on Sept. 11 by the armed forces of Chile of
that country’s Marxist government had attracted world attention especially in

South and Central Ameri-
ca, he described it as the
first major setback for the
world revolutionary movement
since its defeat in battle before
World War II in Spain and of
special significance to Panama.
He revealed that chief of gov-
ernment Omar Torrijos on Sept.
7, only four days before the
Chilean overthrow, left Panama
for Madrid in Spain on a ‘va-
cation” and that Panamanians
are predicting it would be pro-
longed one.
;  Congressman Flood pointed
out that the Isthmus of Panama
with the Panama Canal is one of
the key strategic spots in the
world and the prime objective

in the Communist plan for con-|
quest of the Caribbean because!
the canal forms a part of the
coastline of the United States
essential for interoceanic com-|
merce and hemispheris security. |

lation is now pending in both|that transits the canal and has
the House and the Senate. to pay tolls, stimuate the econo-
He stressed that this solution,|my of Panama, and restore some
which is known as the Terminal|of our lost prestige in Latin
Lake-Third Locks Plan, has|America.”
strong support from important| Because the canal problem is
ecological, patriotic and shipping a non-partisan issue, Congress-
organizations, among them the\man Fiood was ably supported
friends of the Earth, the Ameri-|in the colloquy by members of|
can Legion, and the American both major parties as follows:|
Maritime Association. [John M. Ashbrook of Ohio, |
“Such act of sovereignty by|Philip M. Crane of Illinois, John|
the congress,” concluded Con-/M. Murphy of New York, John|
gressman Flood, “will clear R. Rarick of Louisiana, and Gene
away present confusions and un-|Snyder of Kentucky, who sup-’
certainties generated by years| plied useful documentation in|
of pusillanimous procrastinationtwhat was a comprehensive pres-|
am'r abject surrender, revitalize entation of the interoceanic
the isthums, benefit the shipping!|canal problem.
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AUDIENCE WITH POPE—Pope Paul VI is shown expressing his best wishes to Congress-
man and Mrs. Daniel J. Flood during a private Papal audience at Castle Gondalfo. Mrs. Flood is
pictured holding a sterling silver rosary which she received from the Pontiff. A Vatican inter-

preter is to the Pope’s left.

Congressman Flood, who received a gold medallion from the Pope, commemorating the
10th/ anniversary of his Coronation, reported that the Pontiff asked him to express his personal

concern and good wishes for all of the Agnes flood victims in Northeastern Pennsylvania.

The Flood’s met with the Pope during a recent European visit.
Congressman Flood had previously been received in audience with Pope Pius XII and Pope

John XXIII
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Flood Reaffirms His Position
Of Iron Grip on Panama Canal

_ Congresman Daniel J. Flood on Wednesday led the most significant colloquy
in the congress on Panama Canal policy since early in this century.

Pointing out that the overthrow on Sept. 11 by the armed forces of Chile of
that country’s Marxist government had attracted world attention especially in

South and Central Ameri-q

ca, he described it as the
first major setback for the
world revolutionary movement
since its defeat in battle before
World War II in Spain and of
special significance to Panama.

He revealed that chief of gov-
ernment Omar Torrijos on Sept.
7, only four days before the
Chilean overthrow, left Panama
for Madrid in Spain on a ‘“va-
cation” and that Panamanians
are predicting it would be pro-
longed one.
;  Congressman Flood pointed
out that the Isthmus of Panama
with the Panama Canal is one of
the key strategic spots in the
world and the prime objective
.in the Communist plan for con-
quest of the Caribbean because
the canal forms a part of the
coastline of the United States
essential for interoceanic com-
merce and hemispheris security.
. He called for retention of our
undiluted sovereignty over the
U.S. Canal Zone and condemned
radical demagoguery for consid-
ering its surrender to Panama or
any body else as historically ex-

sed as “pure riffle.”

rge Full Control

He urged our government to
indicate clearly to the world its
intention to adhere to our his-
toric isthmian canal policy of
full sovereign control over the
Canal Zone and Panama Canal.

As the best means of doing
this he called for the prompt
authorization by the congress
for resumption of work on the
suspended major modernization
of the existing Panama Canal in
the U.S. Canal Zone as improved
as the resuit of World War II
experience and for which legis-

lation is now pending in both
the House and the Senate.

He stressed that this solution,
which is known as the Terminal
Lake-Third Locks Plan, has
strong support from important
ecological, patriotic and shipping
organizations, among them the
friends of the Earth, the Ameri-
can Legion, and the American
Maritime Association.

“Such act of sovereignty by
the congress,” concluded Con-
gressman Flood, “will clear
away present confusions and un-
certainties generated by years
of pusillanimous procrastination
and abject surrender, revitalize
the isthums, benefit the shipping

that transits the canal and has
to pay tolls, stimuate the econo-
my of Panama, and restore some
of our lost prestige in Latin
America.”

Because the canal problem is
a non-partisan issue, Congress-
man Flood was ably supported
in the colloquy by members of
both major parties as follows:
John M. Ashbrook of Ohio,
Philip M. Crane of Illinois, John
M. Murphy of New York, John
R. Rarick of Louisiana, and Gene
Snyvder of Kentucky, who sup-
plied useful documentation 1n
what was a comprehensive pres-
entation of the interoceanic

canal problem.
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Flood, Mcaae Review Regional Raiquc‘d Cri_sis_.

i

A committee of Northeastern Pennsylvania business and
industrial leaders met with Congressman Daniel J. Flood and
Joseph McDade to review the urgent crisis developing as re-
gional railroads have announced plans to discontinue service.

Pictured with the congressman are, from left, William
Butler Jr., Hazleton Chamber of Commerce; Hugh Campbell,
Can Do; Thomas Shelburne, chairman of the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Economic Development Council Transportation
Committee; Congressman McDade; Congressman Flood; Ed
Lashford, Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Commerce executive

et . 43, 1975

vice president; Don Moyers, Scranton Chamber of Commerce
executive vice president; and Walter Chappel, Economic De-
velopment Council executive.

Both congressmen pledged their unqualified support to
lead legislative efforts in the rail crisis. During the discussion
plans were outlined for congressional and government poli-

cies which would be pursued.
The meeting was held in the Washington office of Con-
gressman Flood.

(Photo by Ace Hoffman)
1973 DRIVE PLANNEb—Plans for the 1973 membership drive of the United Cerebral
Palsy of Wyoming Valley were recently completed at a meeting held in Congressman Daniel J,
Flood's office in Wilkes-Barre.

' Shown above, from the left, are Jim Labar, chairman of the drive; Congressman Flood,
honorary chairman; Dr. John Korn, medical director for United Cerebral Palsy of Wyoming
Valley, and Stanley Penkala, public relations chairman for the local unit.
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Medical Education Association
Award Given Cong. Floed

Congressman Daniel J. Flood accepts the John Leonard,
MD, Award from Jack Hall, MD, Indianapolis, Ind., chairman
of the awards committee at the American Association of Hos-
pital Educators meeting vesterday. Congressman Flood re-
ceived the award in appreciation for outstanding contribution
to the advancement of medical education in community

hospitals.—(UPI)

The Association for Hospi-
tal Medical Education yester-
day awarded to the Honorable
Daniel J. Flood, U. S. House
of Representatives (D-Pa.) the
John C. Leonard Memorial
Lectureship Award at the As-
sociation’s Annual Meeting in
Chicago.

AHME Past-president Jack
H. Hall, M.D. of Methodist
Hospital, Indianapolis, Ind.,
presented the award. He em-
phasized that it is given to
individuals who have made
outstanding and continuing
contributions to the field of
medical education. The award,
established in honor of the
late Dr. John C. Leonard, the
first director of medical edu-
cation at Hartford Hospital,
Hartford, Conn., is not an an-
nual award, but rather one
given as indicated so that it
retains true significance and

stature representative of Dr.
Leonards’ life and contribu-
tions.

Representative Flood in his
acceptance address stated that
“during the past decade,
health care and health educa-
tion have become matters of
not only professional but also
public interest.” He said fur-
ther, that “through insuffi-
cient supply of physicians,
nurses and other health per-
sonnel and poor organization
of delivery systems, it has be-
come obvious that our profes-
sional education system and
our health care delivery sys-
tem need drastic revision.”
Representative Flood chal-
lenged the community hospi-
tal to continue its educational
development and expects it to
offer the greatest promise for
solution in these areas
through cooperative programs.

2-11-73
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CONGRESSMAN HONORED—Congressman Daniel Flood was honored by Scranton-Wilkes-
Barre Joint Board, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, at a Treadway Inn testimonial
in recognition of the Luzerne County Democrat’s efforts to aid union members victimized by
late June Tropical Storm Agnes From left: Sam Occulto, board president; Congressman
Flood, Henry Dropkin, board manager, and Miss Genevieve Patrick, retiring secretary-treas-

Ter,

SUNDAY INDEPENDENT, WILKES-BARRE, PA., JANUARY 14, 1973

Flood Tours Soclal Securnty Offlce

an Daniel J.

Flood,

center, ot the Social Security Administration, second

pauses on his recent tour of the Wilkes-Barre
Operations Branch, Social Security Adminis-
tration, to listen closely as Joseph N. Roarty,

Wilkes-Barre manager, t, explains the
newly-lnltiated, advnnce % of electron-

ically recording

th dlrec t

LR e 4
on the tour from

Baltlmore, were Wllllam E. Hanna Jr.,
director, Bureau of Data Processing, left, and
JohnM.Ruey,mlstanttothe Commisisoner

from left.

sman Flood was particularly in-
terestes obse e expanded o gtlon
and work force of Wilkes -Barre installa-
tion resulting from the Social Security legis-
lation, favored by Congressman Flood and
recently passed by the Congress. Shown in
this picture working the new source data in-
put equipment are, from left to right, Arlene
Kennedy, June Jefferson and Isabel Welch.—

(Ace Hoifman)
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Flood's Election Fund
Triples That of Ryers

Democratic incumbent Daniel
J. Flood has raised $7,570 during
the last six weeks bringing his
total receipts for the congres-
sional campaign to $10,700 Com-
mon Cause, a national citizens’
lobby, reported Friday.

His Republican opponent, Dr.
Donald B. Ayers, has raised a
total of $3,528 including $1,829
during the last six weeks.

Flood, who serves as chairman
of a powerful House Appropria-

tions in the fields of health, edu-

COMMITTEE

Maintenance of Way Political
League '

Carpenters Legislative
Improvement Committee

AFFILIATION
Railway Workers, AFL-CIO  $300

United Brotherhood of
Carpenters & Joiners of
America, AFL-CIO

Individual contributors during the six-week period

cation and welfare, Treceived
strong support during this latest
period from /the political affili-
ates of the AMA.

The Pennsylvania Medical Po’
itical Action Committee contii-
buted $5,000. i

An earlier major giver was
New York philanthropist Mrs.
A. D. Lasker ($2,500), who is ex-
tremely active in the field of
health research.

In addition, contributions from
labor groups during the Septem-
ber 1-October 16 period included:

AMOUNT

8750
included:

NAME RESIDENCE AMOUNT
Walter R. Lowry Fleetwood $250
John A. Cenerazzo Reading - . 8250
Joseph Gorman - .Wilkes-Barre $200

Dr. Ayers received no support|buted $1,538 of his own funds to

from iates of interest groups
during the campaign. His largest
contributors during the last six
weeks included Michael Kester
of Trucksville—$500; Dr. John
Turosky of Edwardsville—$200;
Donna Ayers of the same address
as the candidate—$400.
During the early portion of the
i andidate contri-

campaign the ¢

the campaign.

As of October 16, Flood had
reported spending $8,152, leaving
$2 548 cash-on-hand for use in the
remaining days of the campaign.
$3,269 of this amount was spent
on communications media,

Ayers reported spending all of

NOVEMBER 5, 1972

Rep.

public
jects with a wide range.

Flo Meets With UAW Aides

Daniel J. Flood meets with r
United Auto Workers Union at the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton
Airport terminal building lobby on the co
from areas in the 11th Congressional District.
Regt;esentaﬂve has been conducting sessions with the
tween trips to communities in his district on sub-

tatives of the
’s return

Seated, left to right, are William Scott, president, North-
easter; l‘)(‘:)‘A}P a(l::lm:ld}; U%lte;i Auto Workers Union; Congress-
man ohn Taylor, International Representati
United Auth Worker$ Union., > ik

Rear: Leo Bansate, Windsor
Jack Devereaux. (Lukasik.)

Begen, Ron Kuliek. and

his receipts including $3,528 for

communications media,
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Flood Attends
Several Spots

Helicopter Swings
Through Region

Rep. Daniel J. Flood Friday
night managed to fill a number
of committments via helicopter,
launching his schedule with a
takeoff at the Flood school field
in the North End of Wilkes-
Barre.

He took the ovethéad route to

oomsburg where he was prin-
‘cipal speaker at the dinner of
the Columbia County Democrat
organization in the Moose home.

by ﬂiglifego%tht:l Iy g
for a eather :
Democratic rally and then to the
Wilkes-B a r r e-Scranton Airport
where he discussed plans for phe
new Duryea Municipal Building
with officials of the upper Lu-
zerne County Community.

Rep. and Mrs. Flood tonight
will attend the annual dinner-
dance of the Knights of Colum-
bus, Hazleton, and the 50th an-
niversary of the founding of
Temple Israel, Wilkes-Barre.

Sunday brings an even more
arduous schedule including the
presentation of a U. S. flag by
Rep. Flood at the Carbon County
Home for the Aged; unveiling of
the Wilk e s-Barre Aquadoxgle
where Rep. Flood will be prin-
cipal speaker at the Coal Street
facility, and the Carbon pounty
Democratic dinner in Lehighton.

Late in the day Mrs. Flood

will be moderator at the Veter-
ans Council of Tobyhanna Con-
cert for flood victims at Masonic
Temple, Scranton, which will be
attended by Rep. Flood.

ot 28,1912
TLEN:
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Flood Urges

Center for

Black Lung
Research Link |
With Hahnemann,

Wilkes Suggested

Rep. Daniel J. Flood has rec-
ommended to Elliot L. Richard-
son, secretary of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, the establish-
ment of a center for the re-
|search, training and demonstra-
tion of hard coal workers’ black
/lung and suggests a link with the
‘Area Health Education Center
~and System to be established by
Wilkes College ard Hahnemann
Medical College in Wilkes-Barre.

Rep. Flood sees this type of
Lung Research Center ideally lo-
cated in the anthracite region
to conduct coordinated programs
in basic and clinical study of
advanced methods in early de-
tection, diagnosis, evaluation,
treatment, and rehabilitation
with a goal of prevention of coal

workers pne :uniosi —
YOI sespolte. by i,
ardson reveals that Dr. Theo-
dore Cooper, director, National
Institute of Health, has already
discussed this concept with the
Director of the National Institute
for Occupational Safety and
Health.

Rep. Flood visiong the transfer
of $10 million to establish a
Black Lung Research and De-
monstration Center for hard coal
workers in Wilkes-Barre.

Rep. Flood has urged pro-
grams in this center be related
to engineering research being
conducted elsewhere to prevent
the black lung disease through
l‘tbe control of hazardous ex-
posures.

He suggests the center be as-
signed the ‘‘responsibility to ini-
tiate regional cooperative pro-
grams (through the private phy-
sicians and community hospitals
in the region) in order to assist
in the rapid translation of re-
search results into effective clin-
ical practice throughout the en-
tire region. Particular atte.tion
would also be devoted to pro-
grams aimed at methods of re-
versing the disease in its early
stages and to methods of pre-

venting black lung from leading

o othegr diseuewclgonditions."
Rep. Flood is chairman c’ the

House subcommittee of Lubor

ﬁﬁm> Education and Wel-
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_TIL(E‘M.







Rep. Flood Assured Storm Not 'Seeded’

The National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration has
assured Congressman Daniel J.
Flood that no se was car-
ried out on Hurricane. Agnes,
which dumped abnormal
amounts of rain on the North-
eastern states after sliding to
tropical storm status.

Congressman Flood queried
the NOAA after one of his con-
stituents raised the question of
seeding, which was carried out
earlier in South Dakota prior to
the Rapid City flood disaster.

NOAA said no seeding was

conducted on Hurricane Agnes
and none could have been since
the necessary aircraft of NOAA
and the Defense Department
were deployed elsewhere.
John W. Townsend, Jr., associ-
ate administrator of NOAA, said
the joint NOAA-DOD “storm-
fury” project is intended to re-
duce the intensity of a hurricane
to prevent the primary damage
done by wind and waves.
Townsend said the project
does not seek to destroy hurri-
canes completely since a large

Box- 2

its late summer and fall precipi-
tation from tropical cyclones.

“It would naturally be desire-
able to prevent disasters such
as Agnes, however, and part of
the Stormfury effort (in hurri-
cane modeling and theory) seeks
to find how hurricanes function
and what means might be avail-
able to channel their forces (and
rainfall) in less destructive di-
rections,” Townsend wrote to
Congressman Flood.

The NO. official said he
agrees that this work deserves

part of the coast zone receives

priority, especially since the

797 %

L. A

United States has been hit by
three hurricanes — Camille, Ce-
lia and Agnes — in the past
four years. ’ A
Townsend said independent ex-

perts also concluded that the
South Dakota seeding had no im-
pact on the flood there. “If all
the water condensed by the
cloud seeders fell as rain, and
it probably did not, then they
can only lay claim to one bil-
lionth of the recorded rainfall as
a result of their condensational
efforts,” Townsend quoted the

report as stating,
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Shrug Of Shoulder Not: Enough

If Charge Against Flood Is False
He Must Seek Anderson Retraction

-Nationally syndicated columnist Jack
Anderson has leveled another broadside
at Congressman Daniel J. Flood. Last
week, somewhat ironically on the eve
of another election, he wrote that Flood
infervened in getting a choice culm
bank extinguishment contract for the
Dixon Coniracting Company.

Most of Anderson’s disclosures in the

column on Flood are not new. However,
the one tying Congressman Flood's top
aide ‘with a local contractor who was
told not to bid on the culm bank projects
is new. .

This is not the first time that Ander-
son, who incidentally will be in Wilkes-
Barre tomorrow, has pxcked on Flood. In
the past he has written columns linking
the congressman to Medico Industries,

which has received choice federal con-

tracts through Flood. .
And Anderson previously made an
issue about Rep. Flood’s ties with InTech
Corporation, a city firm which received
g government contract allegedly through
Flood's intervention.
* * *

~ Flood passed off his involvement in
getting government contracts for Medico

and InTeck as simply his way of helping

the area economy. And to some extent
this has been made acceptable.
In fact, Dan's eagcmou to holp his

district has ‘put him in compromising
stances on more than one occasion. And
his association in the past with persons
who allegedly have underworld connec-
tions has done little for his image.

When he is queried on the charges
made by Anderson, Rep. Flood has had
a way of shrugging off the insinuations
with his usual charm,

. However, we suggest this is not
enough, ; ‘
* * *

The latest charge, reputedly con-
tagined in a confidential memo from State
Auditor General Robert Casey to State
Atiorney General J. Shane Creamer, that
Flood intervened on behalf of the Dixon
firm so that his campaign fund sources
would be retained, is a serious one and
one that needs more clarification than a
simple shrug of the shoulder.

We call on Dan Flood to ask Ander-
son o retract his allegations if they are
not true. Silence in this case is akin to

. confirmation. Anderson has had to re-

tract columns in the past, his attack on
Senator Eagleton coming immediately to
mind.

~ 1f the charges against Flood are not
true, a simple retraction would be in
order. People have been sued for less.
If they are true, Dan Flood has some
explaining to do.




County Gets $1.5 Million
‘Tu’ Provide Flood Jobs

, Undersecretary of Manpower Malcolm Lovell

 yesterday informed Rep. Daniel J. Flood of approv-
al of a Federal grant of $1.5-million to supplement
grants of more than $2-million for the Luzerne
County PEP program to provide employment for
flood stricken residents whose places of employ-
ment were wiped out or closed by the flood of June,
1972.

Rep. Flood is credited with sponsoring the
measure in August, 1971, to set up emegrency
programs in areas with a high rate of unemploy-
ment and the program is now being carried over
into the flood ravaked areas. c
Employment Given

He originally obtanied a $2,000,000 grant
shortly after the flood recovery effort was launched
here and hundreds of persons were given employ-
ment in county and municipal programs in the
PEP program.

When the measure was passed the U.S. De-
partment of Labor granted $600,000 with all funds
administered by the Luzerne County government.
Emergency funds enable communities to hire em-
ployees ranging from policing to secretaries as
well as road crews to continue the administration
of the town governments.

Notes Slowness -

Rep. Flood noted the absence of some indus-
tries and the slowness of some others to recover
“and in the meantime we have to find jobs for
those people who have no place to work.”

He said he had no idea of the need for gainful
employment in the Wyoming Valley area when he
instituted the measure more than a year ago.

“There was rising unemployment here and
there, and we had to find jobs for the people and
I am happy to report it’s come in mighty handy
in the wake of Tropical Storm Agnes,” he said.

&u‘ 19, (97T
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He’s Not Upsef by Columnist’s Charges

Flood Hedges on McGovern Support,
Will Not Seek Anderson Retraction

the candidacy of Sen. George McGovern for the

Is Dan Flood supportin

presidency of the United

tates?

Wilkes-Barre's venerable Congressman has once again done his share of cam-
paigning on behalf of his own candidacy, but not that much has been said by

him on behalf of the
Democrat aspirant.

Flood was contacted
by this newspaper in his
Wilkes-Barre ice over the
weekend and was asked pre-
cisely the question outlined
in the first paragraph above.
. “I'm su ing the straight
Democratic ticket,” Flood said
in one of his best partisan
answers.

He refused to answer di-
rectly on the question, but
from other sources it was
learned that Rep tative
Flood doesn’t give McGovern
TaUCh of a chance on Tues-

y.

M

Dot 29872

Sundw\
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That is probably why he has
not gone overboard in identi-
fying himself with the man
from South Dakota.

g g gl
zerne on
Tuesday in M&Iﬁﬂﬂ
balloting, said:
have no idea. In fact, I've
been trying to get Marty
Murray (State Senate 'Lr.o
tem) to give me an .
But I can’t pin him down.”

Rep. Fl noted that he
had spent a good part of Fri-
day morning .at a breakfast

conference with Sargent

Shriver, the Democratic vice
presidential candidate.
ey longtime friends
“We’re e friends,
dating back to when we were
bo]th membenli: of lfheqll(;nnegy
palace guards,” he pped.
Flood also indica i
answer to a query by this
newspaper, that he does not
intend to ask columnist Jack
Anderson for a retraction of
a column in which Anderson
allegedly ties in Flood aide
Stephen Elko to a deal in-
volving a State culm bank
extinguishment project.
“Anderson wasn’t taking a
poke at me personally,” Flood
;Iaid. “So,nl y _tht?n;etractio?t.
e was only prin a repo
that he had geatd about my

aide.
“It's all poppycock as far

as J’ml concerned,” Floo?
noted. “I can’t imagine any of '
the Kaminski boys (partners

_in the firm allegedly told not

to bid on the contract) not
contacting me if they had a
grievance.

“Heck, they've been life-

~long friends of mine. Sure-

ly, they must know I have
nothing to do with State
contracts. In fact, I didn’t

ct gnuiamdth:

contral a
the time.”

Representative Flood said
he still considers himself a
friend of columnist Anderson,
despite the latter’s unflatter-
ing references in the recent
column.

He said the fact that he was
not in attendance when An-
derson spoke at Wilkes Col-
lege last week had nothinlg to
do with anything the colum-
nist has written.

“l was invited but I just
couldn’t make it. I had a
Democratic dinner to attend.”

Flood said he was a little
upset by an editorial which
appeared in this newspaper
last week, calling on him to
insist on a retraction from
Anderson if the allegations
were not true.

“Why should 1 ask for a
retraction,” Flood asked. “He
wasn't writing about me di-
rectly.”




Fellow Congressmen of Flood | 1
Donate to City Disaster Fund |

Congressman Daniel J. Flood is seen presenting to City
Manager Bernard J. Gallagher a total of $1,000 in cash gifts
he received from fellow congressmen and Washington
acquaintances for the Wilkes-Barre City Disaster Relief Fund.

In addition to cash, furniture, clothin

and books also

were donated, the city manager reported. (Ace Hoffman)

§ufu047

Principals at yesterday’s dedication
ceremony of the new Wilkes-Barre Area
Vocational-Technical School are shown
above, left to right: Rep. Daniel J. Flood, who
gave the address of dedication; Walter C.
Wood, chief school administrator; Robert

T NVoEPer DENT

Jones, director of Wilkes-Barre Area Voca-
tional-Technical School; Dr. John W. Struck,
State director of Vocational Education; Albert
Boris, chairman of the Authority.—(Ace
Hoffman)




Stephen Elko, administrative
assistant to Congressman Daniel

1J. Flood, on Thursday labeled
‘|as

“untrue” and ‘‘old hat”
charges that he was involved in

|fixing state culm bank fire ex-
Itinguishment contracts in return
|for campaign funds.

Elko, reached at the Washing-
ton, D. C. office of Congressman

{Flood, denied statements made|sion

by nationally syndicated column-

'ist Jack Anderson in a column

that appeared Wednesday in the
Times-Leader Evening Ne ws,
Record.

Anderson quoted a series of
confidential letters from State

‘|Auditor Gen. Robert P. Casey

to Atty. Gen. J. Shane Creamer
as linking Elko with the mine

|fire contracts, The columnist

said one of the messages indi-
cates Elko told Vrepresentatives

ot‘Kammski Brothers, a Dupont
contracting company, to refrain
from bidding on a mine 'ﬂ're
project as “this is the way we
get campaign funds. There will
be othe: o8, 2

Thg mine fire contract event-

Comf:‘i

and subsequently to
that, the

State Crime Commis-
h %n invqﬂsltlgatioc: into

e a _0i the pact an
cost ¢verrgnns estﬁnated a
$12,000,000.

Elko said he and Congressman
Flood were contacted by Britt
Hume, an assistant to Anderson,
when the story was being pre-
pared. Elko said he and
denied there was any truth to
the allegations in the reported
letters from Casey to Creamer.

The congressman’s adminis-
trative assistant said he told
Hume this was ‘“old hat” and
that hearings had -already been
held by the State Crime Com-
mission in both Harrisburg and
Wilkes-Barre. Elko said he was

" went to Dixon Contracting offi

Flood's Top Aide Denies Linkage
To Alleged Culm Fire Pact Fixing

never contxcted by the Cnme
Commission.

- Elko flatly denied having ever

talked to the Kaminski brathers,
either by telephone or at Con-
gressman Flood’s Wilkes-Barre
office. Anderson said Elko. sum-
moned the Kaminskis to the
ce ‘and told them to refrdin
from bidding on the culm ﬁre
contract.

After Hume made contact with
the Flood office, Elko said the
congressman’s staff checked in-

coming and outgoing telephone
call records and came up wit
only one incoming call from “‘on

the Kaminski brothers.” Elko

d he did not know who made
this call, and the conversation
dealt with a request for a rec-
ommendation on behalf of some-
one seeking a Federal position.

Congressman Flood also has
denied involvement in the al-
leged culm bank contract fixing.
Others have been unwilling to
comment, including Michael Ka-
minski, treasurer of Kamins
Brothers, and aides to Atty. Gen.

@t,t..m, 1972
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WithTriumphs in 5

Rep. Daniel J. Flood, who 10|years included Charles Thomas
years ago defeated Dr. Donald|in 1964, Gerald C. Broadt in 1966
Ayers in the Congressional elec-|and Stanley Bunn in 1968.
tion, lowered the boom once| Because of his seniority, exper-
again on the Wilkes-Barre chiro-|ience, influence and achivements
‘practor as voters in five coun-(gained during his long years of
ties overwhelmingly returned the service in Congress, Flood, who
legendary solon to his 13th term|began his first term in 1945, has
in the U. S. House of Representa-|become extremely popular with
'tives. the Republicans as well as Dem-

Tl ts
The colorful and dynamic in-|O¢Tats: 1
cumbent from the 11th Congres-| Flood is a ranking member of

sional District, made up of Lu-|the House Appropriations Com-
zerne, Carbon, Columbia, Sulli-
van and Montour Counties, again
was the top vote getter in Lu-

of the subcommittee for labor,

R e

zerne County. ar g mem
Voters ofy the 11th District|the subcommittee on Defense.

showered Flood with more than| In his capacity as chairman
108,000 votes while Dr. Ayersjof House subcommittee for La-
garnered 50,706 votes, according bor, Health, Education and Wel-
to incomplete returns.

In Luzerne County, Flood|fought House floor fights against
amassed 90,624 votes to 40,675 administration efforts to curtail
for Dr. Ayers with returns tabu-|federal education spending for
lated in all 408 districts. American schools and colleges.
" In Carbon County, Flood re-|{In 1970, the congressman spear-
ceived 12,190 votes to 6,920 for|headed the successful drive when
his Republican opponent, accord-|the House overrode President
ing to unofficial results of all 60| Nixon’s veto of the education ap-
distriets. propiations bill.

In Columbia County, the vet-| The congressman’s accomp-
eran legislator polled 3,964 votes|lishments in the field of educa-
to 1,439 for Dr. Ayers with 24 of tion have been cited on num-
the 65 districts reporting. erous occasions.

Partial results in Sullivan| Never “gun-shy” in using his
County showed Rep. Flood with|prestigious House Appropriations
727 votes in his initial bid there|Committee status to the benefit
as compared to 809 for the chal-|of district, Congressman
lenger, In Montour County, also|Flood continuously has brought
new territory, tally was 1,345 for |hundreds of milions of dollars
Flood and 863 for Dr. Ayers. in federal expenditures to the

Sullivan :and Montour Counties economy of Northeastern Penn-
were added to the 11th Conges-|sylvania economy the past 20
sional District earlier this year|years. ’
under a reapportionment plan| In the last few months, Flood
approved by Pennsylvania Gen- has been instrumental in obtain-
eral Assembly. . ing federal funds for flood-re-

In 1970, “Dapper Dan" re-|covery projects, and he worked

ceived a landslide vote fromitirelessly in the days immedi-
Democrats and Republicans alike|ately following the disaster in
by virtue of his holding the|coordinating emergency relief,
nomination from both major par-|efforts.
. This year, however, Dr.| Tuesday’s election marked the
Ayers captured the Republican|third time Dr. Ayers has gone
nomination with a narrow vic-|down to defeat at Flood’s hands,
tory over former Model Cities|the other occasions being in 1960
Director William Schutter, and 1962.

Ironically, prior to 1970, when| 'Rep. Flood, who visited the
Flood collected more than 112,- Wilkes-Barre Publishing Com-
1000 votes in Luzerne County, his|pany plant last night, stated,
alltime high in the county was “It has been my privilege, and
in 1962 when he walloped Dr.|it has been my honor to serve
Ayers by a majority of more|for 24 years in the House of
than 101,000 votes. Representatives.

. Flood is one of only two local| “Voters of Carbon, Columbia,
/politicians ever to top the 100,000|Luzerne, Montour and Sullivan
gﬂ:-:. The late Judge J. Harold|Counties have affirmed their
was the to turn|confidence in me by overwhelm-
the trick, his achievement com-
ing in the general election of|term in the Congress.
1940. “The past quarter century has
In addition to Dr. Ayers, other seen” mankind make great ad-
GOP nominees to have felt the/vances, and it has witnessed
ankind in sustaining some of

mittee, He serves as chairman|

fare, Flood has led two well-||

ingly electing me to my 13th'

Rep. Flood Gains 13th Term

Counties

the greatest adversities and set-
backs.

“During my terms in office
my policy simply stated has been
to exert my greatest effort in
the best way I could, for all,
when possible.

“During my coming term in
the Congress, I plan to continue

ithat policy, as I begin my 25th
. year representing now nearly
a half million people in the
United States Congress.

He thanked all for their sup-
port and added he “welcomed
the challenge that lies ahead
|during the next two years, “I
‘hope that working together, with
the Almighty watching over us,
we can make Northeastern Penn-
sylvania and our nation an even

eater place to live.” '

Nov. & 1972
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Flood’s Top Aide Involved

In Fixing State Culm Bank

!

Fire Contracts, Anderson Says

| Congressman Daniel J. Flood’s
top aide allegedly was involved
in fixing state culm bank ex-
tinguishment contracts in re-
turn for campaign funds, accord-
ing to a confidential communica-
tion quoted by Jack Anderson,
nationally syndicated columnist.

Anderson, in his column re-
leased Wednesday in the Times-
Leader Evening News, Record
editorial page, says a series of
letters from Pennsylvania Audi-
tor Gen. Robert P. Casey to
Atty. Gen: J. Shane Creamer
contain evidence that Flood's
office was ‘“‘deeply involved” in
contract fixing.

The columnisf names Stephen
Elko, administrative assistant to

Flood, as the aide who sum-

moned representatives of Kamin-
ski Brothers, a Dupont contract-
ing firm, to Flood’s Wilkes-Barre
|office and told them to refrain
from bidding on a culm bank
fire project.

Elko allegedly told the Kamin-
ski brothers, “We don’'t want you
to bid this job. This is the way
we get campaign funds. There
will be other jobs . ..”

The contract eventually went
to Dixon Contracting Company,
Mount Carmel. Subsequently,
Creamer and the Pennsylvania
Crime Commission launched an
investigation into alleged irregu-
larities in conjunction with the
mine fire work, including the
project at the Huber Bank in
|Ashley and Hanover Township.
Four hearings were held by the
Crime Commission in the last
13 months as it checked into the
awarding of contracts to Dixon
and cost overruns estimated at
$12,000,000.

Michael Kaminski, treasurer
of Kaminski Brothers, was called

to testify in September, 1971, be-

JACK ANDERSON
the start of the hearings into the
culm bank projects.

Michael Kaminski, of Moun-
taintop, spokesman for Kaminski

Brothers, Dupont, told Times-
Leader, Evening News, Record
reporter Tuesday night that he
did in fact offer testimony on the
controversy during a hearing,
but the company official failed to
verify the situation referred to
by Anderson between his com-
pany representatives and Elko
concerning a refrain from bid-
ding on a particular contract.
He denied any contact with. An-
derson or any official on discus-
sion of the matter.

Though reported in Wilkes-
Barre Tuesday, Elko was not
available for comments on the
Anderson -alligations,

Anderson also says the same
informant who told him of pres-

fore the Crime Commission at sure on the Kaminskis indicated

Eventually, OE cut its funding
of InTech and “prepared secretly
to write off hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars . . .,”” Anderson
said, after a blue ribbon commit-
tee found InTech’s work unso
and not worth funding.

Mrs. Brislin later defended
her company, and Flood admitted
making the phone call. He said
his arm twisting for InTech
was routine and that he had
made the same sort of calls for
hundreds of constituents.

Flood is again a heavy favorite
to win reelection to Congress in
the . Nov. 7 election.
gressman’s popularity was buoy-

[ed by his work on behalf of

the district following the June

flood disaster.

Efforts to contact the Kamin-
ski brothers were unsuccessful.
Two Times-Leader E v enins
News, Record reporters visite:
the Kaminski office, Route 315,
Dupont, and this was followed

REP. DANIEL FLOOD

Elko was not alone in talking
to the brothers. The columnist
said an “‘equipment supplier” in
the area visited the Kaminskis
and urged them not to bid on
the contract, and this supplier
“ ‘impressed upon ‘Kaminski’
‘how powerful Dan Flood is.””

The. alleged discussions be-
tween Elko and the Kaminskis
and the ‘‘equipment supplier”
and the Kaminskis would have
preceded Michael Kaminski’s ap-
pearance before the Crime Com-
mission by about one year.

The Crime Commission hear-
ings into the Dixon contracts
held up work on the Huber fire
for some time. Work on the last
section of burnings culm is being
handled by Empire Contracting
Company, Old Forge, under a
$97,830 contract awarded by the
Pennsylvania Department of En-
vironmental Resources.

'son said.

up a telephone call. A secretary
at the office said George Kamin-
ski has been off due fo illness,
and Michael Kaminski is busy
at job sites. While there are
other brothers, George and Mi-
chael act as company spokes-
men, the secretary said.

Elko also could not be reached
for comment on Tuesday.

- -

The commission held its last
hearing into the alleged culm
bank irregularities April 14 in
Wilkes-Barre, Among the wit-
nesses was Philip Medico, West
Pittston, official of Medico In-
dustries, Route 315, Plains
Township, manufacturer and
supplier of heavy equipment,

Anderson wrote previously
about Flood, including a column
in April, 1970, when the writer
said Flood had helped Medico
Industries get “fat defense con-
tracts” despite the firm’s ties
with the Mafia that had been
exposed as far back as 1959.

. Several pages of testimony out
of the 1959 hearings dealth with
Medico, its board chairman, Wil-
liam Medico, and traffic man-
ager ‘James Osticco. William
Medico died Sept. 24, 1972,

Ironically, the Medico con-
tracts were mentioned over the
weekend in a report on Congress-
man Flood prepared by asso-
ciates of Ralph Nader, consumer
advocate and watchdog of gov-
ernment and big business.

The Nader report on Flood was
highly complimentary, but in-
dicated the 11th District congress-
man ‘““may once have compro-
mised himself by his eagerness
to help his district.” Reference
is then made to the Medico con-
tracts, which included pacts for
production of warheads used in
Vietnam.

Anderson also wrote about

|Flood on Oct. 11, 1970, in connec-

tion with three U. S. Office of
Education contracts worth $500,-
000 to InTech Corporation, 116 S.
Main St., Wilkes-Barre,

The columnist said Flood made
a personal telephone call to OE,
and Elko and Flood’s late ad-
ministrative assistant, Eugene
Hegarty, set up meetings with
OE officials. Hegarty accom-
panied Elko and Mrs. Patricia
Brislin of InTech to at least one
meeting to make clear the ap-
propriate congressman’s interest
in the fledging company, Ander-
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Jack Anderson

Is Flood

Washington — A confidential
communication between two top
Pennsylvania officials contains
evidence that Rep. Dan Flood’s

A F ixer?

vening in the state eontract-.-n“r
wouldn’t go near any state con-
tract with a ten-foot pole,” he

office has been deeply involved failed.

in fixing state contracts in ex-
change for campaign funds.

~ Flood, one of the most power-
ful Democrats in Congress, rep-
resents the anthracite coal re-
gion of Pennsylvania where fires
raging through abandoned mirne
sites have created an air pollu-
tion crisis.

With money raised by a epe-
cial bond issue, the state has
been paying contractors to put
out the fires. Alleged irregular-
ities, however, caused an investi-
gation by State Auditor General
Robert Casey.

Casey passed on his findings
to Pennsylvania Attorney Gen-
eral Shane Creamer in a series
of ‘letters marked ‘‘Personal
and Confidential. One of the
letters deals with a contract
awarded to a firm headed hy
Jack Dixon, a candidate for the
Pennsylvama legislature this
year.

“A confidential informant ad-
vised me,” wrote Casey, ‘‘that
he had reliable information to
the effect that pressure was
brought to bear on principals in
the firm of Kaminski Brothers
of Avoca, Pennsylvania, not to
submit a bid on this contract.

“Specifically, he stated that
early in November (1970) the
Kaminskis were called by Ste-
phen Elko, administrative assist-
ant to Congressman Daniel
Flood, to attend a meeting in the
Congressman’s Wilkes-Barre of-
fice.

““At this meeting Elko alleged-
ly said, ‘We don’t want you to
bndﬂne;ob This is the way we
get campaign funds There will
be other jobs . . .

“On two occasions during Oc-
tober (1970), according to the
informant, Jack Dixon came to
the Kaminski plant in Avoca
and told them that they should
withdraw and that this was a
way to get campaign funds.”

The letter also cited a report

from the same informant that
the Kaminskis were visited by

an equipment supplier in the

area who urged them not to bid ,
on the contract and “impressed
upon Kaminski ‘how powerful pp
Dan Flood is.” ”

Flood’s aide, Elko, denied any
wrongdoing and said he could
not remember any meeting with
the Kaminski brothers in Wilkes-

‘Barre. Flood also denied inter-

said. Our efforts to reach Dixm

The Casey findings
under investigation by the .?fi
crime commission,
‘POLY-CLEAN’ CLEANED ovt

The federal government’s pur-
chasing agency, which spends
billions in goods, services and
construction, has quietly acted
to make as sure as possible that
not a penny goes to Maﬁa-mtu -
ed contractors.

" General Servlcee Administra-
tor Arthur Sampson is am
his regulations after ‘to
his astonishment that the f
government’s law-bidding agen-
cies were cleaning their floors
with a detergent peddled by a
member of the late Vito Geno-
vese’s crime family.

The GSA had innocently con-
tracted for at least $51,000 worth -
of Poly-Clean, produced by GNR
Corporation in a rundown Pal-
mer, Mass., plant. Its distributor
was All Purpose Chemical Co.
of East Orange, N. J. “*pipd

All Purpose. as it turns out,
was se M{lowued by well-

nown M Thomas

mmy Murphy” Pecora, ac-
cording to testimony before- the
Senate Commerce Committee.
GNR also reputedly had Maﬁ&

Thus ironically, the very fed-
eral agencies frying to clean up
g:g;iz:lc: crl e werlt:y them;elve:

an: e eavy
duty Maﬁallnhg
situation was clearly intolerable
for a law and order administra-
tion like the present one.

GSA, therefore, as soon as it
learned of Poly-Clean’s dirty ties,
put a memo in its files to remind
itself to refer any future Poly-
Clean bids-fo the Jusﬁce Depart-
ment’s organized crime section,

Sampson has also sent out in

structions ni::dasl.':gu:m tlm'm]ly
strengthe ons
that all bids fxom" lmh:g

to the underworld will besent to

Justice for review. Those genu-
inely infesud with syndxcate

members will 3

tracts under Snmpeon
regulations.
Actuall.v GSA has been infor-
ally turning down Mafia bids
ears when the, g.knew of the
a connection. mpson him-
self, when he was GSA’s Public
Building Service Commissioner,
managed to ‘a government
rental contract on the West Coast
from going to a Mafia - linked

for




(Photo by Gary Van Scoy)

DISCUSS GRANTS 'ro mems Burton E. Lamkin, associate commissioner for li-
braries and educational technology, visited three area academic libraries on Friday to discuss
| grant awards to institutions of higher education under Title II-A of the Higher Education Act

College Library Resources). The Bureau of Libraries and Education Technology, Office of Edu-
cation, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, -is studying the Higher Education Act
Amendments of 1972 and revising program guidlines and eriteria accordingly.

BLET announced its grants in June, im-mediately prior to the flooding in the Wyoming
Valley Area. No academic library in the 11th Congressional District received a grant. Upon the
request of Congressman Daniel J. Flood, Lamkin made personal visits to King’s College, Col-
lege Misericordia and Wilkes College to discuss possible means by which their past needs, as
well as those recently caused by Hurricane Agnes, can be accorded adequate recognition in
awarding basic and supplemental grants under funding for the fiscal year 1973.

Lamkin divided his day among the three area colleges. He was the luncheon guest of
Rev. Lane D. Kilburn, CSC, president of King’s College. Also invited to the luncheon were Con-
gressman Daniel J. Flodd, Miss Mary Barrett, King’s Colle ge librarian, Miss Mary Jane
Donnelly, acquisitions librarian who with Miss Barrett prepares the King’s Title II-A Applica-
tion, Joseph Balz, business manager, and Thomas Kameen, director of public information.

Left to right, seated, Lamkin, Rep. Daniel Flood, Rev. Lane Kilburn; standing, Mary Jane
Donnelly and Mary Barrett.

et 27, 1972
T L. EWN.
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) (Photo by Lukasik)
BOROUGH BUILDING DISCUSSED — Rep. Daniel J. Flood, center, discusses plans .
for the new Duryea Borough municipal building which he announced during the week follow-..
ing approval by Pennsylvania Economic Development Administration of a $450,000 grant for
the structure. s ;

First row, left to right, are Donald Major, Duryea Borough Council secretary; Lucy.
Maziarz, vice president; Rep. Flood, Peter Olsheski, council chairman; Helen Wendoloski, .
president, Duryea Planning Commission. | y -

\  Standing: Frank Haduck, Walter Zavrotny, Steven Vrabel, Alfred Pesotine and Robert
Reap, council members. S S :

New municipal building will be erected on the site of Lincoln School, which will be razed

to permit start of construction early in 1973. 3 :

Rep. Flood told the group the grant will cover the entire cost of construction of the build-':‘.

Chairman Olsheski reported the new building will house all offices associated with the
- operation of the borough government with additional areas for community activities, Area"
surrounding the new structure is marked for a park and playground.

ing.
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Legion Post, Flood Receive

Wilkes-Barre American Legion recogmtxon to an orgamzauon or|Wilkes-Barre orgamzatlon, Merli
Post 132 was recipient of thelindividual living and displaying|presented a similar award recog-
first award for patriotism from|“patriotism to the Nth degree,” nizing Con. Daniel J. Flood for
the Congressional Medal of Hon-|was presented to post command-|outstanding Americanism.
or Society Sunday night at theler, Atty. John Morris, by Con-| Annual dinner was attended
16th annual Veterans Day cere-|gressional Medal of Honor win-|by more than 250 representa-
monies. ned Gino Merli. In conjunction|tives of patriotic organizations,

The award, which represents with the presentatmn to thellocal communities and branches

y (Photo by Paramount)

RECOGNIZED FOR PATRIOTISM — During ceremonies marking the 16th annua] Vet-

erans Day parade Sunday night, the first awards for patriotis m and Americanism were pre-
sented to a local citizen and an orgamzatwn

Shown left to right in award ceremonies are Rep. Daniel J. Flood, recipient of the Con-

gressional Medal of Honor Society’s first Americanism award; Gino Merll Congressional Medal

|citizens grateful to the support

Citations

of the military. Invdwﬁon whs
asked by Rev. George

pastor of the First United Meth-
odist Church, Wilkes-Barre.
Merli led the aséembly in the
pledge of allegiance and Tom
Politi swas featured at the organ
for the singing of the national
anthem.

Following dinner, Commander
Morris offered the address of
welcome and introduced Flood
who spoke about the pride of
the Valley and the exceptional
turnout of citizens for the Vet-
erans Day tribute.

Honored guest was Maj. Gen.
Robert Fairburn, USMC, who
served as reviewing officer for
the parade. Gen. Fairburn noted
the annual event this year held
‘‘special significance” for the
ﬂooQMcken communities dis-
playing courage and unaltered
patriotism,

Gen. Frank Townend, retired
U. S. Army, presented Gen
Fairburn with a briefcase in re-
'membrance of the military cele-
bration on behalf of the local
American Legion post and the

of the military nnng the dis-
aster erisis.

In attendance at "the dinner
celebration were Michael
George, past commander of
Post 132; Mrs. George, Cong.
and Mrs, Flood, Charles Bankes,
mayor of Kingston Borough; post
officials and representatives

of Honor winner; Commander John Morris, accepting pah'iohsm award for American Legion Uﬁgt each branch of the mili-

Post 132; Eiehael George. unmediate past commander of Polt 1.32.

IO’&?/'{L
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BOOKS GIVEN KING'S —
Through Rep. Daniel J. Flood,
it has been possible for 1,500
cartons of books to be delivered
to the D. Leonard Corgan Li-
brary of King’s College. Con-
gressman Flood has also been
instrumental in assisting the
area libraries in securing dupli-
cate books from the Library
of Congress.

The 1,500 cartons of books

were collected in the Washing-
ton, D. C., area by Mrs. Pierre
A. Portmann. Mrs. Portmann
was in Wilkes-Barre early in
August when she brought her
daughter Claire to King’s to
register in the freshman class.
While discussing her daugh-
ter’s schedule she expressed
astonishment at the great loss
suffered by the King’s College
Library. She called Mary Bar-
rett, King’s librarian, and
asked if she could run a cam-
paign in the Washington area

for books for King’s College.

During the conversation Miss
Barrett assured Mrs. Port-
mann any books King’s was

| not able to use would be do-

L3

nated to other area libraries
which had suffered losses in
the flood.

Mrs. Portmann began her
campaign in Washington, using
radio spots, newspaper items
and personal contacts. The
campaign snowballed when
Mary Barrett announced that
others would also benefit, She
specifically mentioned the
Jewish Community Center and
Wyoming Seminary.

Mrs. Rae Korson, the widow
of George Korson, whose Kor-
son Archives of Folklore are
housed in the King’s College

Library, assisted Mrs. Port-

mann in securing books.
Claire Portmann, daughter of
Mrs, Portmann, assisted her
mother in collecting, sorting
and boxing the donated books
in preparation for shipment to
King’s, The books were stored
at Catholic University and the
Redemptorist Fathers House
of Study in Washington.

Mrs, Portmann and Claire
were in Washington to see the
books off. In Wilkes-Barre,

L

Isabella O’Neill, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Gregory
O’Neill of Forest City, Claire’s
roommate at King’s, Congress-
man Daniel J. Flood, Miss
Mary Barrett and Rev, Lane
D. Kilburn, president of King’s
College, received the books
for the King’s College Library,

Miss Barrett reported that

Mrs. Portmann is still carry-
ing on her campaign, She
stated that “now we are faced
with the tremendous work of

unpacking, sorting, catalogu-
ing and shelving the books.”

Paul Voytko, ex-Hazletonian
and retired Marine Corps
truckmaster, volunteered to
drive the truckload of books
to Wilkes-Barre,

In the picture from left are
Miss Barrett, King’s librarian;
Paul Voytko, Hazleton; Con-
gressman Daniel Flood, John
Pyminski and Charles Barrett,
library Aides, and Claire Port-
mann, in truck.

=
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Flood and Kline Exchange Vzews

Flood Plain Controversy Cleared Up

Clarification of the Federal-State Policy Statement on Flood Plain Develop-
ment issued Aug. 1 has been made in a letter written to Rep. Daniel Flood by Lt.
Gov. Ernest P. Kline. The joint statement is seen to be “positive in its intent
rather than negative as has been implied,” according to the letter received by
Congressman Flood. & LTV VR )

Basically, the letter from
the lieutenant governor
reaffirms the backing of Fed-
eral and State agencies to su

ply the needed funds to rebuild
nnd restore homes and business

"Ihero will be rare excep-
tions where tgmdence. common
seme. and c welfare

revail and rebuilding in
ueu ﬂ ously :hubg’lagt to fr:e- '(9'
quent flooding sho not
permitted,” Lt. Gov. Kline \q

wrote. Decisions in such cases ;‘\\
wmbamadeonacasebycase' w .

basis, he said. - - U | et .
e agreemen e Com- \
mmﬁh and the }T'ederal gov- /( Vv M

ernment states that persons liv-

ing in areas now leveed, such
Kingston, Edwardsville
g Plymouth Forty Fort, Wilkes-

e and Swoyersville will be
J g‘iven state and federal assis-
tance to rehabilitate and restore

their prope the letter notes.
" Lt. Gov. Kline calls for wiser
planning in the future and urges
community devel ersthto have
a greater respect for the “pow-
erful forces of nature.”

“We are determined to com-
mand all the resources of the
Commonwealth to assist the vic-
tims of the Great Flood of 1972
and we will continue to press
the federal govermn:x:}td to open

purse strings to pro-
Wde the kind of massive assis-
tance which is warranted and
which the people df
ﬂ:elr %? di:ras h
a ter,” he

added.

The federal-state policy state-
ment itself promises ‘“funds to
help in the reconstruction of the
levees and that the authorized
Tioga-Hannond and Cowanesque
Reservohs and other flood con-

trol structures necessary to
vide protection within the ?00-
year flood plcins are construc-
ted expeditiously consistent with
the pace of restoration.”

e~}
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Bill Asks $5 Million
For Control Survey

Congressman Daniel J. Flood
announced Tuesday that a spe-
cial $5,000,000 flood control
survey for the Wyoming Val-
ley moved one step closer to
approval by the Congress.

Responding to calls for im-
mediate action the Rivers and |
Harbors-Flood Control Com- |
mittee recommended that the |
House Public Works Commit-
tee pass a bill to authorize
such a study in Greater Wilkes-
Barre area.

The congressman further an-

. nounced that such a survey
would be conducted by the
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
and the $5,000,000 figure re- |
flects the size that subsequent ¥
projects will take. N

T

L00D SEEKS
FAST ACTION
ON AID BILLS

Reports House Passes 1%
Interest Rate On Loans
To Victims

Congressman Daniel J. Flood
said he will move tday on the
floor of the House of Representa-
tives for rapid action on bills
aimed at alleviating the distress
of flood victims.

The congressman said he will
co-sponsor the administration re-
quest for $1,300,000,000 in sup-|
plemental appropriations for the
flood area. Special authorizing
legislation will be necessary for
the remaining $400,000,000 in aid
proposed by President Nixon,
he said. }h

Mr. Food said the House has
passed and sent to the Senate
the proposal for one percent
Small Business Administration
loan interest rate. The ‘“forgive-
ness clause” will he amended to
allow a total of $5,000 on SBA
loans, he said.

Friday’s meeting at the White
House was termed ‘‘effective.”
Mr. Flood said the proposed dis-
aster emergency assistance will:
‘be a ‘‘significant shot in the
arm” but subsequent budgets|
may call for even more funds
in view of the massive scope of
damage.

Congressman Briefed On Project

James Moses, left, and Lt. Ross Denisco, both affiliated
with the 109th Infantry, 2nd Battalion, explain’ed to Congress-
man Daniel J. Flood the process by which food to feed an
estimated 40,000 persons daily is shipped to and prepared at
the West Si_de Vocational Technical School in Pringle.

The Pringle facility also contains federal agency offices
as well as Red Cross and State relief desks. .

Congressman Flood, accompanied by Dr. Norman Lourie,
personal representative of Governor Milton Shapp in this re-
gion during the emergency flood operation, made an inspec-
tion visit to several area emergency stations.




Reliability

Attempt is being made by Rep.
Daniel J. Flood to determine the
reliability of the flood forecast-
ing and early warning system,
in the wake of devastating Trop-
ical Storm Agnes. Questions
have been raised since the early
days of the flood concerning why
the crest was so greatly under-
estimated and why so little ad-
vance warning was given to
Wyoming Valley residents.

Congressman Flood announced
he wants the Army Corps of En-
gineers to compile the history of
the storm, to determine whether
the forecasting system function-
ed to the best of its ability.

Two theories have been ad-
vanced as to why the Wilkes-
Barre area was hit so hard, even
though it received only a frac-
tion of the rainfall that fell in
other sections of Pennsylvania
and New York.

“One theory heard in the region
is that Tropical Storm Agnes,
after hitting Wilkes-Barre, start-
‘ed to move away but reversed

ction and dealt the second
and critical blow to the area.
b!'rhs second theory, ascribed to!

more flooding of the Chemung
it into the Susque-

l‘m/\(&
L.

Forecasting Checked

Sus-Susquehanna. A forecaster said

0f Flood

hanna, causing the latter to
flood all through Northern Penn-
sylvania and into Wyoming Val-

ley.

Federal-State River Forecast-
ing Service has figures showing
the New York flooding contrib-
uted heavily to the battering in
Wilkes-Barre. Although Luzerne
County experienced sizable rain-
fall in the days preceding the
flood, it was only a fraction of
that elsewhere.

Total rainfall accumulation in
the Wilkes-Barre area was re-
corded at 5.13 inches between
June 22-24. At Harrisburg, where
flood .damage was heavy but
apparently not so severe as in
Wyoming Valley, total rainfall
was measured at more than 15
inches for the same period. Fore-
casters reported 7.5 inches at
Chemung, south of Elmira; 12
inches at Hornell-Corning region
near the headwaters of the
Chemung. There were two dis-
tinct heavy rainfalls in New York
and the ‘there started
while s was still in Virginia,
forecas reported. The; _%}d
they were aware o e
Chemung’s that,

and
coupled with steady rainfall
in Pennsylvania, caused them to
keep revising their predictions
about the eventual crest of the

the Susquehanna hit two peaks
in Wilkes-Barre, the first at 28.5

feet, well above flood stage, and
the second at 40.60 feet.
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Engineers Reassure Congressman

The Fact That Mines Are Flooded
‘Minimizes Settlement of Dikes

j Immediately following the devastation of Hurricane Agnes and several mine
subsidences throughout the Valley, Congressman Daniel J. Flood contacted
Elburt F. Osborn, director of the Bureau of Mines, Department of the Interior,

voicing his concern about surface and underground conditions affected by the
catastrophic flood. iy
He requested a full and| e T b F
is-|square miles in course|some of the thinner rock stra
ﬁ;ﬂpﬁﬁﬁ sg,ﬂve,ﬁ’cg;f,;‘é‘ eadase. through Wyoming Valley. After|collapsed into the voids, caus-
tailed six page report noting that|leaving its banks and overtip-|ing the subsidences.
the Bureau of Mines engineers ping the levees on June 23, the] The mining engineers, com-
gathered considerable data on flood waters covered an addi-|pleting their survey, gave the
mine related aspects of the flood|tional 19 square miles. opinion that severe settlements
occurrence, considering the| 1his unprecedented volume of|will not result under the levees
initial impact and the potential|Water also raised to record and flood plain as long as the
for future damage. levels the mine-water pools that/mines remain flooded and the
The report caﬁed attention to|underlie a large portion of the|alluvial deposits saturated as
the North Branch of the Sus-|Valley. The 59 swollen side/they have been in recent years.
quehanna which has a normal streams that drain about 169| The incidence of subsidence
average breadth of nearly 1,000(Square miles in the Wyoming| under the flood plain and levee
feet and occupies about three|Valley watershed added greatly| system has become gradually
S |to the volume of water entering| less frequent and less severe |
the abandoned mines through| since most mines were aban-
breached outcrops, strip pits and| doned over a decade ago and
voids. allowed to fill with water, The
| Outside Plain presence of the water pro-
_ A total of 28 reports of sub-| hibits the deteriorating effect
sidences were investigated and it| of air and daily changes in
was determined that all were| atmospheric pressure.
located outside or above the| While the Department of
flood plain. Mining engineers| Mines does not expect any major
stated mine water invaded sand|settlements, it stated that the
and gravel above the top of rock|recent flooding shows that the
strata that had never before|levee flood control in the val-
been saturated by mine water.|ley must be designed not only to
After the flood water receded, SN e
- —— withstand a higher flood crest
than in the past, but to be free
from the danger of settlement.
Future stability, they claim, will
depend greatly on proper main-
tenance.
j 17 The report noted that one of
Kll A (972 the more serious flood related
problems that might possibly
i o J [ emerge clfl'orlin the tooti? gamag_e
Nond M depen dent is the development of fires in
‘ uuaq\ B er“ ’ the vast amount of flood gen-
( erated trash that has been
into seven strip pits
scattered throughout the valley’s
foothills.

Bureau officials have dis~
cussed this problem with repre-
sentatives of the Office of
Emergency Preparedness, the
Army Corps of Engineers the
Environmental Protection Agene
cy and the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environmental Re-
sources.

The pits will be watched
closely “for any indications of
fire and the Bureau of Mines
will use its personnel and equip-
ment to assist in monitoring
temperatures periodically.

Congressman Flood intends to
keep abreast of the situation and
should it become necessary, W
seek legislation or special aus
thority from Congresional coms«
|mittees to prevent any further
disasters.




Flood Proposes Tax Free

‘Forgiveness’ Legislation

The thousands of Agnes flood raised the forgiveness rate frim
victims _who have applied for
Small Business Administration
loans would receive a govern-|

ment guarantee the $5,000
iveness clause would be

ee, under legislation introduced
gﬁggesday by Rep. Daniel J.

$2,500 to $5,000.

Agnes floods there have

recurring rumors the
clause would be subject to

for-
tax

“It was the direct intent of the as taxable income.

Co ss in amending the

ing the legislation,
iep. ngtﬁl sponsored the

SBA]

lthis bill today,” Flood said.
SBA

Rep. Flood noted that since the

$5,000

eral Income Tax laws, in effi
(treating the $5,000 forgiveness

| ‘“Although the Congress obvi-
act in August that the $5,000 for- ously did not have this in mind,
iveness clause be tax free,” these recurring rumors have

said today after introduc- necessitated my introduction of

The legislation was sent to the

ressman that his request
been
committee would
prompt consideration.

Rep. Flood noted

Fed-
ect

to the Internal R

amendment in the House which'House Ways and Means Commit- adopted in 1954.

, OCTOBER 17, 1972

tee which handles tax bills. Com-
mittee Chairman Wilbur Mills
of Arkansas assured the cong-

for

speedy legislative action by the
given

legislative pace for the bill is
necessary in view of the pressing
legislative schedule due for floor
action before the anticipated re-
cess within the next few weeks.

Rep. Flood said his bill would
be in the form of an amendment
evenue Code

Legislation sponsored by Con-
gressman Daniel J. Flood which
will bring several million dollars
to flood devasted Northeastern
Pennsylvania communities was
passed by the House of Repre-
sentatives during several mid-
night sessions, as members of
the 92nd Congress drove toward
an adjournment.

The congressman reported
from Washington Monday that
four separate bills were enacted
in recent days, as the adjoura-
ment drive pressed on.

A disaster tax relief bill spon-
sored by the congressman was
passed by the House shortly be-
fore midnight Saturday. Con-
gressman Flood noted that this
bill will bring Agnes disaster
communities several million dol-
lars in tax relief. The hill was
designed to give communities
the amount of tax collection

federal government, Flood noted,
will pay the disaster strike com-
munities the same amount they
would have otherwise receivel
from taxes and revenues had
the flood not occurrect. The tax
relief measures allows the same
communities to collect 10 per
cent over the 1972 budgeted fig-
ure during 1973, and another 10
per cent over the 1973 figure,
the following year.

“This tax bill means that hard
hit communities such as Wilkes-
Barre, Forty Fort, Kingston,
Bloomsburg and Danville will
be able to operate financially,
without worry of a tax base dis-
aster,” Flood said. y

In another late session, the
house passed a measure grant-
ing government loans to railroads
which suffered damages from the
Agnes floods. Congressman Flood
said a key passage in the rail-

budgeted for the year 1972. Theiroad relief bill was "direct lan-

Flood’s Bill Will Aid
Communities; Railroad
To Hanover Ordered

guage, which he had written into
the legislation, specifically stat-
ing the Penn Central in effect
must proceed to repair the Wilkes-
Barre Buttonwood line, which
runs through Wilkes-Barre to
Sunbury along the east side of the
Susquehanna.

The House Public Works Com-
mittee reported in favor of a
resolution Congressman Flood
sponsored directing that a com-
plete survey of the Susquehanna
River Basin be undertaken,
from lower New York State,
through Pennsylvania, to the
Chespeake Bay. ‘“This survey is
extremely important,” Flood said
“since the river bed has been so
adversely affected by the Agnes
flooding. It is-important that the
latest engineering opinions be ob-
tained and evaluated, if we are
to make a total all-out effort to
treat the river-basin, and reduce
the possibilities of another great
flood,” the congressman pointed
out,

Both the House and the Sen-
ate adopted the Defense Depart-
ment fiscal vear 1973 appropria-
tions bill. Congressman Flood as
a member of the House Defense
Appropriations Committee wrote
language into the Defense hill
which assures Army Depart-
ment purchases of anthracize
during the current fiscal year.

The regionally mined coal
amounting to $12 million in an-
nual sales is used for heating
purposes in Western Germany
defense installations.

The Labor-Health, Education -
and Welfare Bill, rewritten after
President Nixon’s veto of the
original legislation, contains $28-
million for research and devel-
opment of the black lung pension
system and research.

Congressman Flood, in his ca-
pacity as chairman of the Labor-
HEW Subcommittee which wriles
the bill, served as floor man-
ager for the legislation. The
black lung pension program was
created following the adoption of
the 1969 coal mine health and
safety law, which the congress-
man cosponsored.

Amendments he also cospon-
sored earlier this year were en-
acted into law. They called for
double orphans and certain other
blood relatives to receive black
lung pensions after the death of
the miner and his widow. The
amendments also ruled out X-
rays as the sole basis for deny-
ing black lung pensions.

The House of Representatives
did not meet Monday, waiting
for Senate action on several
pieces of legislation still under
|consideration. | is
|session, Congressman Flood
\said, with the House due to meet
lat noon Tuesday.
| The co sman said the
Tuesday session could bhe a long
one in view of several contro-
versial pieces of legislation to be
considered by the House.




Flood Comes Oif Well in Nader
Report, Which E:xplores Reason
[For Congressman's Popularity

‘“Northeastern P en n sylvania
has never been known as the

showplace of the western world

e s lack of color

is somewhat compensated for by

the 11th District’s representative

;‘o] Egngress. Democrat Daniel J.
o '"

So states the opening para-
graph of a report prepared on
Rep. Flood, a Wilkes-Barre resi-
dent, by the “Ralph Nader Con-
gress Project, Citizens Look at
Congress.”

The report, which contains
precious little detrimental about
the congressman from Pennsyl-
vania’s 11th District, was written
as part of the Nader project by
Anne Zandman and Arthur
Magida. g

“Flood,” the first paragraph

of the report continues, “‘sports
Adolph Menjou-type suits, squires
around town in a white Cadillac
convertible with red upholstery,
and has one of the most dashing
mustaches this side of the nine-
teenth century.”

By coincidence, the only de-
trimental part of the report on
Rep. Flood — a suggestion that
he “may once have compromised
himself by his eagerness to help
his district” — traces at least
part of its origin back to syn-
dicated columnist Jack Ander-
son who also is quoted in the
report as stating that Flood ‘‘be-
gan waxing his vaudeville-vil-
lain’s mustache when he was a
young actor playing the part of
a British plantation owner. He
never bothered to shave it off.
In the bristly world of Wyoming
Valley, Pa., even burly coal
miners learned not to make fun
of two-fisted Flood’s hairy badge
of honor.”

Half a page of the report is
devoted to an account of Rep.
Flood’s background “From
Hazleton to Harvard to Con-
gress.” This section concludes
with a statement that “he was
elected in 1970 with 97 percent
of the vote; even the Republi-
cans nominated him to avoid
jeopardizing their state ticket.
He received endorsements from
industrial leaders, labor unions,
chambers of commerce and
virtually every newspaper in the
area.”

Explaining the congressman’s
popularity, the report says it
stems from a variety of factors
and that ‘“a major one is the
full and personal attention he
gives to constituent case work.
No letter goes unanswered and
no request for help from a con-

stituent goes without an attempt
to give assistance . . . Thousands
of his constituents point with
pride to hand-written congratu-
lations from their representa-

tive on the occasion of a major
event in their lives.”

In the section entitled “Flood
and the District,” the report
states that-the i _
Flood’s district is unashamedly
partisan in its support of him.
The Wilkes-Barre (Times-
Leader, Evening News, Record),
with the largest newspaper
circulation in the area, does not
have a reporter in Washington.
Instead, all the news about
Flood comes from his office or
through The Associated Press.
Rather than use a newsletter,
Flood appears every Sunday on
local television with a report on
his week in Congress. Floud
makes no appointments when he
is in his district office, but is
ready to receive anyone who has
a problem or who just wants to
speak to him. He sees service
personnel and clergy first. This
informal manner has endeared
him with his constituents, When
queried, people in the 11th Dis-
trict say the best thing Flood
has done for that district was to
obtain the Veterans’ Hospital
and funds for construction of the
Wilkes-Barre-Scranton  Airport:
came from labor groups.” It

e A

more recently, they site his per-
sonal assistance to Agnes flood
victims and his federal flood
relief- money,”’

" Regarding Mr. s
campaign finances, the Nader
report states: “Most of Flood’s
‘campaign contributions that year
lists the various contributions he
received and goes on to note that
“his largest contribution from an
individual came from Mrs. A. D.
Lasker of New York. Mrs. Las-
ker is an art dealer with the
Reinhardt Galleries in New
York. She is also honorary chair-
man of the National Committee
Against Mental Illness and chair-
man of the National Education
Committee™.

Data on “The Eleventh Dis-
trict: Coal, Depression and a
Small Renaissance” is spread
over five pages of report which
contains 17 numbered pages of
information on Flood. Althouzh
much of this section concerns it-
self with statistical information
on such things as the ages and
ethnic backgrounds of the 1lth
Congressional District, it aiso
notes that “in the lean years im-

(see FLOOD COMES page 4 B)




(Continued from page 3 B)

mediately after the war, the un-
employment problem was alie-
viated a bit by Flood's success-
ful efforts to bring a large vet-
erans hospital and army reserve
centers to the area. His sponsor-
ship of the Flood-Douglas Bill,
which established the Area Re-
devolopment Administration (A-
RA) in the early 19€0s, brdught
the federal government in as a
full partner to help revitalize the
area’s economy . . . In 1936, the
ARA was succeeded by the Eco-
nomic Development Administra-
tion.”

Further, this section notes,
“the high point of Flood’s con-
gressional career came in 1969
with his cosponsorship of the
successful Coal Miners Heaith
and Safety Act. This provides
benefits to victims of anthra-
cosilicosis—Black Lung. More
than 20,000 former coal miners
in the 11th District . . . and now
receiving more than $40,000,000
in federal aid annually.”

Of the most recent develop-
ments, the report’ recalls the
devastation wrought in the area
last June by Tropical Storm
Agnes and states, ‘“Though the
larea is mnot expected to fully
'recover from Agnes for three to
(five years, many in the area
'give Dan Flood full credit for
bringing in federal and state
aid.” The section goes on to
recount Rep. Flood’s personal

establishment of “the main re-|
admitted he helped Medico get|military

lief command at the Naval Re-
serve Center next to the Wilkes-
Barre-Scranton Airport” on the
day of the flooding.

The fact that Flood has been
chairman of the House Appropri-
ations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health, Education and Welfare
since 1967 “‘has not hurt the 11th

of federal outlays,” the report
declares, adding that in 1971 the
district received $5,558,000 from
the Labor Department — “‘only
$12 a person, just under the na-
tional per capita outlay for la-
bor, but it was the recipient of
$87,775,000 from the Department
of Health, Education and Wel-
fare—or a whopping $122 (40 per
cent). more than the national
per capita outlay from HEW.”

It is in this area that the
report suggests Rep. Flood “may
have compromised himself.” It
quotes an April, 1970, article by
Jack Anderson entitled
per Dan Flood Courts Con-
tracts.” The report incorporates
part of the Anderson column
which states that Flood “has

contracts for Medico Industries
whose ties with the Mafia were
exposed as far back as the 1958
Senate  rackets hearings” and
goes on to say that “several
pages of the testimony at the
1959 hearings on the ‘‘criminal
syndicate” were devoted to
Medico, its board chairman, Wil-
liam Medico, and traffic man-
ager James Osticco.”
Continuing, the Nader report
says that “yet, even after these
disclosures, Anderson claimed,
Flood continued to use the Medi-
co Industries’ company airplane
and placed telephone calls to
contracting officers in the Penta-
gon and Army to help Medico
get defense contracts.
“Flood,” the report continues,

defense contracts, but said that
before he had intervened for
the company he had checked
with the Pentagon and had been

ified’ to do the work.”
Regarding his congressional

appointments, the Nader report

says Flood is a member of

District statistically'in receipts

the “prestigious and powerful”

“Dap- e

helped to wrangle fat defense|

assured that it was ‘highly qual-|tion

House Appropriations Committee
whose “members are known to
be among the most industrious
on Capitol Hill.” It points out,
though, that when he first went
to Congress in 1944, he was ap-
pointed to the Foreign Affairs
Committee, but following a de-
feat in his 1946 reelection cam-
paign he switched committees
with Rep. Thomas Morgan (D-|pot,
Pa.) and joined the Appropria-
tions Committee and its Labor,
Health, Educafion and Welfare
Subcommittee where he has been
since.

“Dan Flood has one of the
better attendance records in the
House for floor votes: 96 percent|
for 1971, while the average Dem-
ocratic congressman’s was 84
per cent,” the report declares.
‘“He has a rather independent
voting record. In 1971, he voted
for 77 per cent of the bills fav-
ored- by the liberal Americans
for Democratic Action, through
his cumulative ADA rating for
all his years in Washington is
only 36 per cent. Yet for the
preceding three years, Flood’s
ADA rating has been steadily
sliding from 58 per cent in 1968,
to 47 per cent in 1969 and 36
per cent in 1970.”

On the Vietnam War issue, the
Nader  Report lists Flood as
‘“‘very much a hawk on defense
issues and the war in Vietnam.”
It points out that during the
second session of the 91st Con-
gress he voted for 89 per cent of
the legislation backed by the pro-
Americans  Security
Council and in 1971 he favored
only three of the 12 bills en-
dorsed by the dovish Friends
Committee on National Legisla-

Some Nader Report comments
on other issues: .

Foreign Affairs — “Flood has
harbored severe .contempt for

Flood Comes Off Well in Nader Report

“been persistently eoncernq!
with a possible Communist take
over of the Panama Canal.”
Environment — ‘“The environ-
ment-minded League of Conser-
vation Voters gave Flood a
slightly above-average rating for
1970 — 62 percent.”

Labor and Business — “As the
Almanac of American Politics
‘Flood has always had
strong labor- support and votes
{;'etty much the w:imege
eaney would have et
(and) . . . Yet, despite Flood’s
low rat.mgs by business interests,
he has supported government aid
to private industry.”

Health — “Flood has enen!ty
fought to increase or at least to
maintain appropriations for
health, education or welfare.”

Congressional Reforms — “As
one of the House’s senior mem-
bers and one of its more power-
ful figures, Flood supports the
present seniority system.”

The Dapper Hero (the conclud-
ing paragraph of the Flood
ﬁle)—-“Considoring Flood’s y%

of political experience, his
niority on Capitol Hill and the
nominations that he was able to
secure from both parties in 1970,
it is doubtful that anyom
successfully challenge
seat in the House. Probably the
only forces that will make the
69-year-old retire will be either
age or illness. In 1962, he had an
operation for a serious cancer
condition. But he made a com-
plete recovery and returned to
the Hill with his former energy.
On August 30, 1972, tho uﬂn&
suffered a fainting. spell.
'was attributed to
from the district’s flood d!luter
'Though he may sport a s
mustache. Dapper Dan N
no villain to his
and they reward him every two

Communist nations” and he has|the

years with a hm’: ueaﬁnz at
polls.”



