Rathorty to Scquive Propacties
In 4 Areas Unprotected by Dikes

Four mini-redevelopment pro-
ects are being undertaken by
the Luzerne County Redevelop-
ment Authority to acquire prop-
erties hy the Luzerne County
Redevelopment Authority to ac-
quire properties in areas unpro-
tected by dikes.

The four include the Hunlock
Gardens Area, Hunlock Town-
ship, with properties proposed
for acquisition; Riverside Drive
Area, Exeter Township, eleven
properties to be acquired, plus
one limited interest taking: Ap-
pletree Road Area, Exeter Town-
ship: five proposed acquisitions,
and Port Blanchard Area, Jen-
kins Township, six proposed tak-
ings.

A spokesman for the authority
gaid these four projects were
formulated after the deadline

Urban Development, passed but
are now being undertaken by
the authority with the intention
of the State supplying the funds.
All the properties involved in
the project areas lie in the flood
plain and are unprotected by a
dike system, he said. The land
will be designated as open-space
and the residents relocated, it
was reported. j _
Public hearings on the pro-
posed acquisitions will be held
on the following dates:
Appletree  Road, Thursday,
July 26, at 7 p. m., Harding Hose
House: Riverside Drive, Thurs-
day, July 26, at 7:30 ». m.,
Harding Hose House; Hunlock
Gardens, Monday, July 30, at
7:30 p. m., Hunlock Creek Vol-
unteer Fire Company; Port
Blanchard, Tuesday, July 31, at

Properties listed for propoesed
acquisition in the Hunlock Gar-
dens Redevelopment Area are:
Lot 36, Box 40; Lot 7 and &, Box
29; Lot 47, Box 26, and Lol 40,
Box 10.

Riverside Drive, Exeter Town-
ship: block/parcel 4A, 5, 6A, 10,
13, Riverside Drive; block/parcel
7, corner Riverside Drive and
Taft Street; 11A Wilson Avenue;
11, 12 corner Riverside Drive
and Wilson Avenue; 17C Harding
Avenue; 8, corner Riverside
Drive and Harding Avenue; 12,
13, corner Coolidge and River-
side Drive.

Limited inlerest at hlock/par-
cel 6, Riverside Drive.

Appletree Road: block, parcel
25, 8, 28, 28A and 1.
Port Blanchard: 3 and 14 Miller
Street; 1661 River Road: 9-9'%,

date for acquisition, set by the
TU. S. Department of Housing and

7:30 p. m., Jenkins Township
Hose Company Building.

83 Tennent Street; 14 Jennins

Street.

As soon as Pennsylvania De-
partment of Transportation se-

lects land in the Third Avenue
Redevelopment Project area
needed for the widening of
Pierce St., Kingston, Luzerne
County Redevelopment Authority
will be in position to release par-
cels of land bordering Pierce
Street for commercial develop-
ment.

This is brought out in a letter
to residents and property owners,
by Kingston Project Area Com-
mittee, Richard Adams, chair-
man. Adams notes the Third
Avenue project, which got under
way long before the flood, is in
the concluding state of Phase 1.
site improvements,

Newsletter to residents reports

rector of the Redevelopment Au-
thority, is hopeful that every
homeowner who has a home to
be acquired will be made an of-
fer within six’months of receipt
of federal funds, or by February
1974. 1t is noted that replacement
housing payment and relocation
payment will be determined af-
ter the acquisition of the prop-
erties. ‘
Adams reports a priority list
will be established prior to ac-
quisition. Of “concern will
be the elderly or those with seri-

Offers fois i e
May Be Made by February

categories to be established will
be those whose homes have been
demolished, those in project
planning proposals, those who
have special situations and all
others. Surveys are being con-
ducted by the authority to de-
termihe the content of each cate-
gory.

Homeowners interested in pur-
chasing land adjacent to their
property are to write to the
authority stating the location of
the land and the inferested per-.
son’s property and the reuse

ous medical difficulities. Other

they will have for the land

actual funding of the urban re-
newal project for Kingston is ex-'
pected by the end of August. It
will not be until after that date|
that the authority will begin
making offers for the purchase
of homes listed for acquisition. |
Final design of and schedule of
project improvements including!
wo_r‘k on streets, storm sewers,
anitary sewers, sidewalks and|
curbs will begin at the same
time as acquisition.

James E. Price, executive di-

ship’s p

" Municipal Building
Bids Set Tomorrow

Bids on Hanover Town-
$600,000 mu-

' erected along

roposed
nicipal building will be re-
ceived at a special meeting
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. to-
morrow by the board of

' commissioners.

Ettore J. Lippi is the ar-
chitect. The structure will be
Sans Souci
Parkway at Buttonwood, ad-
jacent to Kayo Service Sta-

tion.

The building is designed |
for off storage of |
equlﬁ;n cruisers,
trucks, garbage packers and
other equipment—practically

ing but fire trucks—
are presently kept outside.

P
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(Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios)
man of the Wilkes College
board of trustees; Wilkes
President Francis J. Michelini
and Andrew Shaw Jr., director
of the Institute of Regional Af-
fairs and executive director of
the Flood Recovery Task
Force. i )

Standing, Thomas F. Kelly,
college director of develop-
ment; William Umphred, vice
chairman of the campaign and
an alumnus of the college; and
Charles Epstein, chairman of
this year's drive.

WILKES DINES LEADERS—
Key leaders and officials of
Wilkes College played major
roles in the noon luncheon at
the Hotel Sterling as the divi-
sion leaders and team captains

of the annual fund campaign
gave their third week report
and prepared for the final ses-
sion next Wednesday.

Shown, left to right, seated,
are Atty. Louis Shaffer, chair-

—

“Times Leader
Eve ning News

MARCH 22, 1973

With one week remaining in
month-long campaign to raise
$250,000, some 250 workers in

the annual Wilkes College fund

drive Wednesday heard a third
week report that they were

. within $58,000 of their goal.

The report was given by
Charles Epstein, chairman of the
campaign, who urged the divi-
sion leaders, captains and team
workers to ‘“make that last hard
push in an effort to put us over
the top.”

More than 100 of the 250 vol-

'unteers working on the cam-
‘paign were in attendance when
‘the final week appeal was given
‘during a luncheon report meet-

ing in Hotel Sterling.
Principal speaker at yester-
day’s luncheon was Andrew
Shaw Jr., director of the Wilkes
College Institute of Regional Af-
fairs and executive director of
Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc.

Shaw lost little time in mov-
ing his brief, but informative
talk to the purpose behind the
college’s efforts to raise $250,000
when he told the group, “As a
graduate of Wilkes College and
one who realizes the importance
of the undergraduate tnininti 1
received, I can honestly say that
had it not been for the people

Shaw Says Wilkes
Gifts Saved Him

From Job in Mines

who made Wilkes College possi-
ble I had the somewhat hleak
future of going into the mines
facing me.”

Shaw paid particular tribute
to the founder of the Institute of
Regional Affairs, the late Dr.
Hugo V. Mailey, and said his
efforts in the formative years of
the institute made it, possible
for the college to - render valu-
able multiple services to the
governments and people in not
only Luzerne County’s 74 muni-
cipalities but throughout North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

Introduced by President Fran-
cis J. Michelini, the institute di-
rector said that his extra assign-
ment as executive director of
the Flood Recovery Task Force
had given him a greater ap-
preciation for the caliber of gov-
ernment and civic leaders in
Luzerne County. ‘

“During the early days of the
flood,” Shaw said, “when things
were much more than hectic,
I watched people from all walks
of life respond to leadership
which quickly made itself appar-
ent and begin the task of coping
with a major disaster.”

Shaw paid special tribute to
the Luzerne County Civil Defense

those working with flood recov-
ery were asked to solve.

He implied that the massive
efforts have been moved into a
current position where the prob-
lems can be identified more
clearly and remedies found for
them.

“Even as we continue our ef-
forts with the current situation-
regarding flood recovery,” Shaw
pointed out, ‘“we find that we
must look heyond the present
point and to even greater tasks
which face us.”

One of the tasks he mentioned
was the Susquehanna River Basin
Association, which has been
formed and the gigantic prob-
lems which confront those who
have once again begun to tackle
the massive job of restoring the
stream to a valuable resource
and not a threat,

Arthur J. Hoover, college
alumni affairs director, spcke
briefly and invited the volunteers
to be the guests of the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Chapter of the
Alumni Association at “An Eve-
ning of Olympic Highlights With |
Coach John Reese” on Tuesday,

and those who were “in any way

March 27, at 8 p. m. in Hotel
Sterling. g

connected with it" as he recalled |
the various problems that all |

|






Five Mobile Home Patrolmen
To Be Appointed As Regulars

City Manager Bernard J. Gallagher and Police Chief John W. Ruddick an-
nounced that five patrolmen will be added to the Bureau of Police this week to
fill vacancies caused by resignations. A

The new patrolmen will not be newcomers to police ranks. They are five of

the 12 temporary patrol-

men appointed under the
federal 10-month plan for
mobile home patrol following
the flood.

Appointed to permanent sta-
tus will be:

Patrolman Thomas A. Merlie,
62 Westminster Street.

Patrolman Wayne A. Cooney
of 198 Bradford Street. :

Patrolman James Wardle of
45 Parkin Street.

&>
@

47 McCarragher Street.

Patrolman Edward F. Grene-
vicki of 554 Hazle Street.

City Manager Gallagher and
Chief Ruddick said all Police
Civil Service requirements had
been completed prior to the five
being named to the temporary
mobile home patrol.

These five additions to the
germanent police ranks wi

ring the force to nearly full

Patrolman Robert Sudnick of

strength.

11 personnel.

Questioned about pending pro-|
motions in top command posts,
the city manager and chief said|
the federal-state provisions cov-
ering the restructuring and mod-
ernization of the police bureau
must be carefully covered.

They noted that a new police
promotional program is being
worked out to cover all police

_ Chief Ruddick said the city
is getting splendid cooperation |

Taking Notes Along

CITY HALL

By SHELDON C. WINTERMUTE

CORRIDORS

“At least six women and possibly 10 will be taking
the examination for patrolman,” City Clerk William
G. Brace said yesterday after checking applications

%

issued and returned.
Tuesday at 4:30 is the
deadline for filing applica-
tions for the next Police
Civil Service examination, he

said.

He said there will be more
than 70 applicants filed when
the books are closed on Tues-

day.

¥or women candidates as well
as men there will be physical,
written anfl aglllty tfsts.

Those who are prone to com-
lain about dirty streets had a
gard time finding fault of late.
With no freezing weather, Pub-
lic Works Director Leo Corbet
kept the mobile street sweepers

o

on the move. A Kingston man
who works in a South Main
Street department store wrote
to say: “I look at the street in
front of our store when I report
to work from Kingston and all
I can say is ‘Wow’ compared to
the clutter in our curbs.”
* L -

There are a half-dozen stu-
dents: who have been defying
the police order of no hitch-
hik on busy West Market.
They have ignored warnings and
have made obscene gestures
after being warned. The word
has come di from the top,
patrolmen tell us, “bring them
in.”

from the Law Enforcement As-|
sistance Administration and that
the final result should be
“Wilkes-Barre having one of the
finest police departments of any

f"“c% 4,'(‘173
T.L.EN.

city its size”

‘Bids for construction of a mu-
icipal building received by
/est Pittston Council at a spe-
cial meeting Thursday indicate
the structure will cost nearly
$360,000. y
Apparent low bidders were
Tabone and Barbera,  $276,800,
general construction; G. Wein-
berger, $30,000 for heating, ven-
tilating and air conditioning;
Elko Electric, $27,890 for elec-
trical work; Walsh Brothers,
$21,982 for plumbing work, for
a total of $356,672.
Municipal building is to be lo-
cated on Exeter Ave, and is
be funded by a Federal Eco-
nomic Development Administra-
tion grant.
Following bids were received:

T}L&_NLLV
1,1973

A

West Pittston Town
Hall Bids at $356,000

Bilmar Enterprises, $288,000; Ta-
bone and Barbera, $276,800.
Heating, I ol
conditioning: Walsh ers,
$31,185; J, L. Turner, $31,987;
J. Plotkin, $36,338; G. Wein-
berger, $30,000; Air Conditioning
Systems, $33,941. Latter bid ;
not on a regulation form and
be studied. \ )
Electrical work: Elko Electric,
$27,890; Apollo Electric, $34,273;
T. C. Lloyd, $35,610; Standard
Electric, $31,000; Schwab Ele
tric, $34,837; J. Bennetto,

PuF‘l:r g sal(:mlstmet;im L.
gh, o 7,333; committee
Construction Company, szas,ooo;l

900; Schmidt Electrie, s
Pliscott i ’c:pie’ 33:3.251).
Shlildie,bﬁﬂ0% s
umbing; Walsh Broth
$21982; J. L. Turner, $26,467; J.
Plotkin, gséssu. G. Leinber >
ine ardaitect ﬁ tive

ther study q *.




The Circle K Club of Wilkes College

~ will stage its sixth annual Key Club basket-

ball tournament next Saturday at the South
Franklin St. gymnasium.

Open to all area high school Key Clubs,
the one day event will be single elimination.
Past tournament champions have included
Dallas, 1968; Wyoming Area, 1969; West Side
Tech, 1970; Coughlin, 1971; and Wyoming
Area, 1972.

Cage Tourney Slatd a Wiikes

Three Guards Picked

{| Two freshmen, three juniors,

i#! and a senior have been named

Members of the Wilkes Circle K. cage
committee are pictured at Kirby Hall, first
row, left to right: Steve Baloga, John Raj-
chel, Bill Purcell, Bill Bartusky. Second row,
Mike Teller, Gerry Kashuda, George To-
mascik, John Menta, Pete Mirabelle, Jim
Castellani. Third row, Blase Gavlick, Phil
gﬁn{a)d. and Simon Markovich. (Ace Hofman

oto).

Thorch it, 1973

it to Wilkes College’s 1972-73 All-

Opponent basketball team.

Selection was made by mem-
bers of this year’s Colonel var-

the guard positions resulted in
six men being voted to the an-
nual unit.

Returnees from last year’s
alignment are Albright’s 6-1 ju-

Lycoming College’s 6-4 junior
sharpshooter, Don Henninger.
Also voted to the star studded
team were John Lang, 6-3 fresh-
man guard, Madison FDU; Kevin
Morrissey, 6-0 senior guard,
East Stroudsburg State; Jack
Maher, 6-3 freshman forward,

junior center, Wilmington.

with a 13-11 record. It was only
the eighth winning season in the
27-year history of the sport at
the college. The Blue and Gold
are coached by Rodger Bearde.

Henninger, who scored 105

|
\points against the Colonels in

Wilkes concluded the season

Wilkes Cagers Select
All-Opponent Team

Albright gave Wilkes a 75-65
jolt at home early in the year
and it was backcourt ace Mel-
lini who again spearheaded the
Colonels demise. Mellini proved
devastating in the tilt, pumping

sity cage squad. A tie at one of home 23 points, most of which

\came from the outside.

One of Cach Bearde's biggest
wins was a 94-76 nod over
|Madison FDU. While the Jersey
|Devils were having an off night

nior guard, Paul Mellini, and on the road, John Lang amazed

|the highly partisan home fans

with a 17-goal, 35-point pro-
duction. 3

Prime mover in East Strouds-
burg’'s great season was floor
general Morrissey. The Warrior
guard was extremely painful
against Wilkes, dropping in 39

Scranton; and Dan Branch, 6-6|pgints over two games which

the E-burgers won, 70-61.

If Maher started hitting earlier
lit would have been a different
Istory as Wilkes tripped the
Scranton Royals, 102-84. The
Scranton yearling was torrid in
/the second-half, connecting for
|most of his 22 points.

\three games a year ago, picked Completing the sextet was
jup where he left up, slicing the Wilmington’s Dan Branch, who
{cords for 51 markers this an-/unloaded for 26 against Wilkes
'num. Despite his performance, and signalled an unhappy eve-
'the Wilkesmen captured a pair ning with a brilliant rebounding
lof 100-61 and 77-72 victories display. Branch was the major
|over the Williamsport based factor in Wilmington's 76-54
team. | triumph.

Ju nd any
/
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Bbsentee Vote Abuse
Cited in Edwardsville

Abuse of the absentee ballot|something in return for their ab-
in Edwardsville during the last|sentee hallot.”
election ig charged by Charles| The sad part about it, Reed
“Chick” Reed, the Republican|stated, is that “the politician
campaign chairman, in a letter|votes for his men, not the ones
to this newspaper. for whom they were intended,

Asserting “a vast number ofland not forgetting the serious
people who voted absentee were charges that an ‘absentee voter’
seen walking the streets on Elec-|could expect if he or she is|
tion Day,” Reed said that if he|caught filing a fraudulent bal-
has his way in the primary|lot.” ‘
“there will be a lot less absen-| Reed said it was about time
tee ballots cast.” this practice be stopped before|

Reed noted that an absentee/some innocent persons get hurt
ballot is legal and understand-|in the process.
able when a voter will be out of, The GOP chairman said he|
town or is ailing. will 1dirﬁ a cllea; (aamp;ignt

“Whe »land let ‘people decide whom |

.r iy :eal 0 vy 1?“' they want to represent them in
he continued, “is on the political the coming years. He said he
end of it, where politicians go to >

‘ “expects same from the op-
ithe voters’ homes and promiselposition.”

Qpacl 3,1913
(VLT. L.E.N-

PLYMOU T4/

,Hdrry Bemoans Change ’
|

In Plans for Town Hall

The scrapping ~of plans tojowners of the
build a new municipal building Since the ori
on West Main Street on the site site costs, t
of the old Shawnee Theater has emerged, par
brought sharp criticism from a
borough resident who
those who successfully op
the site as “do gooders.”

inal publicity over|
e true story has
ticularly the fact

posed the proposal in order to get the

“I::d .Ha{’rg Jr.  warns t_hat‘merely for protection of the pro-|

obvious” jealousy over possible gram. In time, actual evaluations
\profits to be realized by land would determine real values.|
(owners of the proposed site may Time the council did not have
‘have endangered the project. when submitting plans to the

proposed site. :

that the figure of $165,000 for
labels|land acquisition was placed on',

1 |necessary papers to Washington -
In a letter to this newspaper in time. The figure was inflated ;

[ ——

West Pittston Council
Opens Fire Truck Bids

i : - . sm-
il opened bids,Dairy and Bovani Service
fo:3 Zr?n‘;%w? ficx-%u{‘r(i;lck.p 'ition, Exeter Avenue.

One was from Haha Fire Ap-
paratus Co., in the amount of
$3%,898 and another from Am:};

i Co., in
;c:]guné,a tffra§§£940. i;rlhey v‘;e{eiofﬂ oaun‘:segf d;srg : t;:(‘:lk.r;;; c?;(el
the public safetyja . - ) 3
::g%\:??teem and borough fire the lone bid on a Rorg:g:tal
chief for further study. bore at Philadel thev i
A lone bid was received from| The payroll for B
Interstate Safety Services Inc. half of February pre t

for $8,397.32 for a new

ner of Montgomery
ming Avenues.

i of the|Newhart, :

On recommendation B oo PO s

Jack| Morgan F. Williams, borough
Battle of Atlantic Aveque.o;;lv:rs secr:tary,
t commissi Jou

Miling o vacan by the (f)rogm liquid fuels tax fund.

Public Works Committee,
mond Ramage chairman,

filling a vacancy caused
retirgmen-t of James Walker.

traffic Michael Pugliese, finance chair-
light to be installed at the cor-/man, for $5,537.03 was a proved

ther Business y
.0 In other business, councii ac-

\cepted the high bid of Panzitta
‘Ec?nstruction Co., for purchase

: 9.-
and Wyo-|for payment. Bills totaling $9,
76, presented by Chester

i . assistant  secretary,

announced the bor-

will receive $33,145.04

Mrs. Ida P. Rowe, secretary

received from f Health, reported
M;:s lg:tat:t:ragag. Fear, lauding 32 t:\:m?nos:\?c:ble diseas;:gn the,
council for exempting residents\, .0k during the past month.|

65 and older from payment of

per capita taxes.

i imously approved
Council unanimi o yth ;pppubilc

a recommedation
safety committee,
wellyn chairman,
the secretary to
federal

to empowe

tection for the borough.
Lee Havard, chairman of th
administration committee,

‘ i ing will be|of $25,183. 46.
R pUbh%h::ntp.m. in|671.11 for a

held on April r
council chambers concerning
proposed zoning change in
area of Blue

write to the i&g.
overnment expressing 350
concern for adeguate flood pro- total of $1,24

r/from Magistrate Frank
$150; parkin

to the borough treasury.
e

Mayor Robert Campbell sub-

mitteg the following report for|

February: receipts f{frgfeli)xsstsrét(:;l

Darwin Lle- Magistrate Carmen Natiel, Keat:\

violat(i)onsx
A cial ice, $450.

D e 5 w%(; turned over

Leo F. Kane, borough trea-|

- . reported a blance Feb. 1
Al of 25,183 Receipts of $36,—‘i
total receipt bal-

ajance of $12,238.82. Orders aid’

the totaled $12,238.82 leaving a
Ribbon Farm|ance March 1 of $49.56%.75.

Tuancde 11,1973

5.I.

|

Warning that time is running
out, Harry contends that Plym-
outh may stand alone among

federal government. |
The option on the downtown

flood communities without a Sité has run out. Time is now.
‘new municipal building. working against the plan. Plym-
| The letter follows: outh was the first town cleaned
Because of jealousy and greed, P after the ravages of Agnes)
Plymouth may very well lose the b“lt nowlmay very well be the
opportunity for federal funding ©MY loca commun_léy ft° lose out|
of a new municipal building. °" 30-"6'1'“1')“‘?;“;. aid. for g, new
Plymouth Council showed great Municipal building. ]
foresight in approving a down-| Great plans have been dis-
town location which was not cussed for a revitalization of a
only convenient for the populace, major portion of the downtown
but also met government ap-|area including not only a mu-
proval. This decision was made nicipal building but also a new
without political motivation housin% project and high school.
since the result could actually With federal aid for the mu-|
become political suicide. nicipal building terminating June
Then the town “do-gooders™ 30 it is hiFhly unlikely that these
moved into the scene. As in any plans will be completed in time,
‘controversy a few facts thrown|to aualify. The money that Plym-
|out incorrectly to the public canouth could have received will be'
:easily be adjusted to sway spent elsewhere in the federal
|opinions. Obviously these “do- budget, all because a few ‘“do-
'gooders” were jealous over the gooders” shouted long enough|
'profits to be realized by land'to scare the plans away.”

Teveeh 11,1013

6. 1.

’West Side Roads Are
jDue for Improvements

Pennsylvania Department of of Ash Street. Improvement con-

ITmnsportation h as

'in four local communities.

| One project, covering approxi '

mately 1.795 miles in length, be

gins at Kingston side of Market
Street and continues to the in-|
tersection with Wyoming Avenue
{and north along the avenue,
|Route 11, to the intersection with

{Union Street.

iing roadway base and surface in
areas damaged by flood waters.
In Shickshinny, the street im-

a approved'sists of
plans for improvements to roads!curbs and cleanin

pipes.

‘gomery Avenue and continuing
on Wyoming Avenue to the inter-
section of Exeter Avenue. Im-

provement project will begin at provement includes resurfacing

Furnace Street and continue on

Main Street fo the intersectionibituminous surface eonres

&fwi

between curbs with a one-inch

27,1913

‘,r‘ L\E‘M‘

The fourth project will he in
West Pittston beginning at Mont-

resurfacing between '
g of inlets and !

|

The projec* in Plymouth Bor-'
jough will begin at Coal Street
and continue on Main Street to
the intersection of Cherry Street.
There will be resurfacing be-\‘
[tween curbs, raising inlets and|
manholes and removing existing
Improvement consists of re- NDEIRE Whury Theden.

surfacing between curbs, raising
inlets and manholes and replac-

|

|
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In Letter From Carlucci

Funding Virtually Assured
For County-Recreation Unit

‘The Luzerne County Recreation and Social Enrichment Authority has been
virtually assured of funding by Frank Carlucci, U.S. Under Secretary of Health,

Education and Welfare.

In a letter to Paul J. Maher, chairman of the county unit, Carlucci indicated

that funding is expected

beyond the current June
30 deadline under which

the Commission on Economic
Opportunity is functioning.

Maher said the county agency
will take over funding opera-
tions when CEQ’s role ceases.
A total of $1,300,000 is involved.

The Recreation and Social En-
richment Authority has been un-
able to plan activities because
of the uncertain status of fund-
ing, brought about in part by
the recent resignation of two
(principal figures on the board.

The two in question are De-
Witt Smith and Sally Jervis.
After their resignations, Smith
attempted to sprag the fund-
ing via a letter written to
various governmental offi-
cials.

County sources feel the letter
has had some effect in holding
up the funding. The delay
prompted Maher to write to Car-
lucci and also to contact Rep.
|Daniel J. Flood for assistance
In obtaining clarification.

Maher said yesterday that
Rep. Flood has promised to look
into the matter.

Carlucci’s letter follows:

Dear Mr. Maher:

Thank you for your letter
of Feb. 14 in which you ex-
press concerns as to the sta-
tus of your contract proposal

submitted to the Pennsylvania

Department of Welfare cover- .

ing Social Enrichment Ser-
vices. This two year contract
groposal for $1,300,000 has
een reviewed l'xy both our
HEW Regional Office in Phila-
delphia and the Pennsylvania
Department of Welfare.

Federal legislative changes
effective July 1, 1972, have
placed limitations on both the
classifications of services and
types of clients that may be
served when joint Federal
and State welfare funds are
involved. A thorough review
to identify these Ilimitations
has been completed by both
HEW and the Pennsylvania
Department of Welfare.

I am pleased to inform you
that any restrictions or limita-
tions which may have been
projected with respect to your
g_x}"oposal have been resolved.

rouﬁh the joint efforts of
our Regional officials, the
Pennsylvania Department of
Welfare and the Pennsylvania
Department of Community

airs, a contractual ar-
rangement has been reached
that insures funding of your
une

current activity through

, 1973.

The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Welfare, through its

responsible geographic operat-
ing unit, the United Service

Agency represented by Mrs.
Kathern McKenny, and a
representative of the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Commun-
ity Affairs will contact you in
the very near future to review
with you your funding re-
quirements through June 30,
1973. T am advised that as a
result of the above review, a
formal contract is anticipated.
In addition, no disruption of
funding during the period of
negotiation is likely.

I have asked the HEW Re-
gional Director, Mr. Gorham
L. Black Jr., to continue nego-
tiations with the Pennsylvania
Department of Welfare and
the Pennsylvania Department
of Community Affairs with a
view toward attempting to
identify funding sources for
the continuation of this ser-
vice contract beyond July 1,
1973 Mr. Black will keep you
informed as progress is made.

Your recollection of my
support of recreation pro-
grams for flood victims in
Wyoming Valley is completely
accurate.

Please accept my thanks for
your efforts; I am always
pleased to know of your pro-
gress.

—FRANK CARLUCCI
Under Secretary

U.S. Dept. of HEW
———

HUD Grants of $14.691.472 Gai

Approval to Aid

Congressman Daniel J. Flooduneed for housing is acute be-
announced Jointly with Sen. Hugh' cause of the flood. The total
Scott Friday the approvalamount allocated by HUD for
of grant awards from the De- this project is $2,810,557. This
‘partment of Housing and Urban includes a previous allocation of
Development in the following $2,111,216.
amounts: (2) $596,785 to the Redevelop-

(1) $699,341 to the Redevelop- jent Authority of the county of
ment Authority of the county of yy,erme for the Plymouth Urban

Luzerne for the Third Avenue po.owa| Project, This action will
Urban Renewal Project in Kings- permit the renewal agency to
ton to meet inflationary costs, revise its project's expenditures
high condemnation values, and budget to cover payments under
increased improvements. The the Uniform Relocation Assist-

in Redevelopment

The total amount allocated by|this project is $12,688,070. This 3
HUD for this project is $1,-|includes a previous allocation of

e . ,241,920. .
948,339. This includes a previous ﬂ%ﬁ HUD also approved an in |
allocation of $1,351,554.

crease in the current grant

(3) $446,150 to the Redevelop-lamount of $12,949,196 to the Re-
ment Authority of the City of|development Authority of the
Wilkes-Barre for the Wilkes-|County of Luzerne for the bor-
Barre industrial park project.jough of Swoyersville. This 631-
This action will permit the re-|acre project®includes a combi-
newal agency to revise its proj-

nation of rehabilitation and
ect's expenditures budget to|clearance. The major land reuse
cover payments under the Uni-|will remain residential. The total
form Relocation Assistance and|amount allocated by HUD for
Real Property Acquisition Poli-|this project is $13,514,103. This
cies Act of 1970. The total|includes a previous allocation of

June 1972 flood played a major ance and .Real Property acquisi-
role in increasing costs. The tion»_Policles Act of 1970.

amountallocated by HUD.for

;}ANW 21,1473

$564,007
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‘Attack Rail

A steady stream of area
businessmen lashed out Tuesday
at the U. S. Department of
Transportation’s proposals to
eliminate so-called “excess”
railroal trackage in the north-
east under the Regional Rail
Reorganization Act of 1973.

Fresh barbs also were aimed
at - the Interstate Commerce
Commission and the railroads
themselves for allowing rail
service to deterioriate. .
Those testifying before the
ICC at the U. S. Naval Reserve

Professionals

Realignment

Bank Chairman,
Economy League

Training Center, Avoca, con-
tinued to pound away at the
the m e that discontinuation of
rail lines wilh mean higher
prices for al: types of goods, in-
cluding fuod.

The theme was set Monday
when government, development
and labor officials paraded be-
fore the ICC to biast the prelim-
inary DOT plar, which was re-
leased on Feb. 1.

One of the sharpest attacks of
Tuesday came fiom Harry Roth-
stein, Fortv Fort, operator of
Eastern Pennsylvania Storage
Company, Wilkes-Barre, and
Mifflin Warehouse Company,
Scraaton.

Rothstein blasted the rail-
roads for providing service
“ranging from lousy to ineffi-
cient,”” much of the service re-
sulting frem the same kind of
thinking” that views the way to

Voice Criticism

Tl
Criticism of the Department of
Transportations proposed rail|

rails is bv eliminating service.”

Rothstein’s comments appar-
ently struck some nerves. When
he completed his testimony and
left the hearing room, a group
of railroad officials followed to
speak with him.

'The warehouseman said the
dimunition of rail service would
affect a significant portion of
his business and would “jeopar-
dize our ability to continue op-
eration.” The two warehouses
receive about 400 cars of freight
each year, totaling 10,000-tons of
freight and producing $225,000
in freight revenue. The ware-
houses employ 25 people with an
annual payroll of $200,000, he
said.

The recommendation to elimi-
nate service is the opposite of
what is needed, Rothstein said.
“It will merely be the start of
a vicious cycle of reduction in

service producing less revenue
bringing about further redue-
tion in service.”

Rothstein rapped the railroads
on these specific points:

— Trying to get the freight of-
fice by telephone. “You have to
contend with constant busy sig-
nals or no answer at all,” he
said.

— Car placement, From daily
service, placement has dropped
to twice a week, he, said, but
demurrage rates have increased.

— Poor equipment. Rothstein
said he saw three railroaders
spend more than one hour try-
ing to close a boxcar door.
“When you find it costing $30
or $40 to open or close a door
you don't attract many cus-
tomers,” he said. .

—Indifferent attitude of rail
management and labor. “Many
are just keeping a chair warm

Farmers Claim Dependency
Upon Rail Transportation

realignment for the Northeast| Agricuture, described as the
came under attack Monday night state's largest industiy since the
from the professional and busi- decline of King Coal, would be
ness sector of the community|severely throttied, and could
at the Interstate Commerce face extinction, if the proposec
Commission hearings. rail cutbacks, propesed by the
Thomas H. Kiley, chairman Department of Trandportation
of the board of the First Na- for the Northeastern section of
tional Bank of Eastern Penn-/the nation are allowed to take

sylvania, and Raymond R. Car- effect.

mah dirantar of tha Cantrall Go ¢008ifad o amitrnliae Aof o et

creases, if agriculture is phased said the cost to the farmer for
out of Pennsylvania.” feed products, now at around $4

The farmer testified the rail- a ton would quickly rise ‘o over
roads were “vital” to .agriClﬂ-iSG a ton. “Who do you think will
ture. He said the agricultural ‘have to absorb this hike?,” Har-
industry is dependent upon|ridge asked. In answer, he said,
large volumes of feed grains“the often maligned consumer
and fertilizer which are pro-\will end up paying for it out of
duced in other parts of the na- his pocket.”

tion, and the most economical 4 4
means of transporting into the’__AliKlink'-? independent farm-

Businessmen Blast Rail Service,
Attack Excess Trackage Proposal

and their nose clean until they
are eligible for pension,” he
charged.

Many problems stem from
ICC “action or inaction,” Roth-
stein said.

“Emasculating the system is
not the solution,” Rothstein
said. “We need an active, prog-
ressive, vigorous and expanded
rail system. You won’t get that
by gelding the iron horse.”

These were the comments of
other businessmen representing
these interests: )

Wyoming Valley Distributing
Company, William Golden, gen-
eral manager — Large scale
abandonment would force a
switch to truck useage, and this
would ‘‘give our competitors a
price advantage and jeopardize
our business.” :

Kennedy Van Saun Corpora-
tion, Danville, Robert E, Mon-
tague, secretary - treasurer — -
Elimination of rail service will
cut off 30, percent of the com-
pany’s shipments that cannot
move by truck. This would make
the firm less competitive and
affect its stability in the area.

International Salt Company,
Clarks Summit, G. Keith Rams-
den, traffic manager — The
DOT cutoff of the Delaware and
Hudson Railway would affect
salt movements into Wyoming
Valley. Ramsden urged ‘“ex-
treme caution” in drafting the
final report to prevent a “dis

astrous” impact on Wyoming -.

Valley. ,
Joseph Notarianni and Com- -

pany, Scranton, Sal Gognetti— -
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Bank Chairman,
Economy League
Voice Criticism

Rt
Criticism of the Department of
Transportations proposed rail
realignment for the Northeast
came under attack Monday night
from the professicnal and busi-
ness sector of the community
at the Interstate Commerce
Commission hearings.
Thomas H. Kiley, chairman
of the board of the First Na-
tional Bank of Eastern Penn-
sylvania, and Raymond R. Car-
mon, director of the Central
Division of the Pennsylvania
Economy League, added their
criticism to the already volumin-
ous testimony the ICC has heard
since Monday morning against
DOT’s plans which would aban-
don some 1,450 miles of track
in the state.
Both men were in agreement

dire need of a workable and
productive rail service.

Kiley noted that in the 22-
county tier of Northeastern
Pennsylvania, encompassed in
DOT’s plan, there are approxi-

mately 150 commercial banks
and 56 savings and ioan associa-
tions with total assest as of
June 30, 1973 nearing five billion
dollars. .

These deposits, he said, “are
the savings of people who work
for, or whose income are, to a
large extent dependent upon
the industries served by the
railroads.” In addition he said
these deposits are from the com-
mercial® establishments served
by the railroads.

Futher he added, “both the
commercial banks and the
savings and loan associations
have financed the homes of the
people whose jobs depend on
the industrial and commercial
establishments whose vitality
depends upon railroad trans:
portation.”

Showing the area has witness
a “burgeoning growth” durinz
the past 20 years, Kiley said.
the banks and savings and
loans institutions aiso rely on
this growth.

“The health of the financial
institutions is dependent upon
the growth and eccnomic sta-

—

bility of commerce and indus-

the area of Pennsylvania is in

v vicws wie Way tola vicious cycle of reduction in'are just keeping a chair warm

Agricuture, described as the
state’s largest industiy since the
decline of King Coal, would be
severely throttied, and cou!s
face extinction, if the proposec
rail cutbacks, proposed by the
Department of Trandportation
for the Northeastern section of
the nation are allowed to take
effect.

So testified a number of agri-
cultural leaders and independ-
ent farmers at the Interstate
Commerce Commission hear
ings Monday afteracon.

The leaders told the ICC the
|state’s farmers are totally de-
pendent upon adcquate rail
|transportation in the Northeast
{and the Midwes!. The speakers
were unanimous in their criti-
cism of DOT’s plan which calls
for the scraping of 1,450 miles
of Pennsylvania track.

Keith Eckel, president of the
Lackawanna County Agricul-
ture Extension Executive Com-
mittee, pointed out tthe 17,100
farmers located in this 22 coun-
ty area designated by DOT pro-
duce well over $200 milliorn
worth of livestock and proddce
annually. {

“In fact,” he pointed out, “if
the investment of land and
buildings is considered, north-
eastern Pennsylvania farmers
have an investmen: in excess
of $1 billion.” {

Added to this is the fact the
state is the fifth largest dairy
producing state with over fwo
billion pounds of milk prdduced
ir_these 22 counties.

cke] said, “There can be nn
doubt that every dairy and
poultry consumer in the entire
Northeastern United States
would suffer additional price in-

creases, if agriculture is phased
out of Pennsylvania.”

The farmer testified the rail-
roads were ‘vital” to agricul-
ture. He said the agricultural
industry is dependent upon
large volumes of feed grains
and fertilizer which are pro-
duced in other parts of the na-
tion, and the most economical
means of transporting into the
northeast is by rail.

Echoing similar testimony was
Christopher Allen, representing
the Pennsylvania Farmer’s As-
sociation, which totals 18,000
members in 52 counties. Allen
said there are 1,000 less farms
in the state this year than there
were in 1973, the major reasons
being the Agnes flood and the
increased costs the farmer must
absorb without passing it on to
the consumer.

“Take\away the railroads, and
force the farmer to rely on
trucks for their feed and food-
stuffs and the cost to the
consumer will be four times
what products cost today,” Al-
len added.

Robert Harridge, traffic man-
ager for the Agway Corpora-
tion, one of the nation’s largest
producers of farm products,
testified the loss of the rail-
roads in Pennsylvania will furth-
er add to the woes the Ameri-
can farmer and consumer will
face the next 10 years. Harridge,
said a new type of truck would
have to be designed if railcars,
which now hall fertilizer and
feedgrains in-bulk form to _the
dealers, were eliminated.

Further he said trucks are
totally unfeasible for the trans-
portation of farm products, such
as machinery and fertilizer,

18,000 Jobs Seen Lost
If Railroad Lines Cut

Pittshurgh (® — Pennsylvania/mercial groups from northwect

from a economic standpoint. He

Farmers Claim Dependency
Upon Rail Transportation

;said the cost to the farmer for
\feed products, now at around $4
‘a ton would quickly rise ‘o over
|$6 a ton. “Who do you think will
have to absorb this hike?,”” Har-
ridge asked. In answer, he said,
“the often maligned consumer
will end up paying for it out of
his pocket.”

Art Klink, a independent farm-
er in Bradford County, testi-
fied the nation’s farmers are
today feeding 51 persons per
one farmer as compared to 14
persons 30 years ago. “The loss
of these rural rail lines”. he
added, “will see the end of the
independent farmer, as we know
him today.” .

From an agricultural stand-
point the farmers estimated the
cost of trucking farm products
as compared to having them
shipped via railroads, would in-
crease approximately 42 per-
cent.

Thex' pointed out, following
the Agnes disaster an emer-
gency feed grain program was
initiated by the Department of
Agriculture to resupply farm-
ers with seeds and foodstuff
for their livestock which was
destroyed by floodwaterf. The
decision was to truck' large
volumes of oats and grains from
Buffalo, N.Y., into Pennsyl-
vania.

The end result, they pointed
out, was that vital deliveries
were delayed by 60 days -or
more and forced the scraping
of the plan, in favor of rail
fransportation, still inadequate,
but superior to trucking. '

The farm leaders pointed out
there is no alternate means of
transportation systems for agri-
culture except the rails. Only
railroads have the capacity to
move large volumes of raw ma-
terials needed for agriculture
in a short period of time. And
time, they pointed out, is the
essence for the farmer, for he
can only plant and harvest
when the time, weather condi-
tions, and farm machinery are
all working in conjunction.

Willins 3r—

tion, Danville, Robert E. Mon-

Elimination of rail service will
cut off 30 percent of the com-
pany’s shipments that cannot
move by truck. This would make
the firm less competitive and
affect its stability in the area.
International “Salt Company,
Clarks Summit, G. Keith Rams-
den, traffic manager — The
DOT cutoff of the Delaware and
Hudson Railway would affect
salt movements into Wyoming
Valley. Ramsden urged ‘“ex-
treme caution” in drafting the
final report to prevent a “dis

Valley.

The firm receives 2,000 railroad
cars of produce annually. If
rail service is cut and these
shipments must go by truck, ‘it

$4.000,000 per year that will be
passed on to consumers.
Kane Warehousing,

No one will build warehouses cr

sidings.

Bercon receives
pounds of resin each year from
Texas and Iowa by freight car.
If Bercon cannot use the rail-
roads, business will be lost to
competition and the work force
will be reduced.

On a wider scope, Hugh

day morning session that DOT
apparently has not learned the

drove the price of those ifems
to new highs.

Campbell said DOT percent-
ages did not take into account
the dollar value of goods moved

and he gave figures and statis-
tics for the 22-county region of
Northeast Pennsylvania.

“The basic premise of the

question,” Campbell said. He
referred to the merger and col-

the prime examnle

tague, secretary - treasurer — -

astrous” impact on Wyoming ..

Joseph Notarianni and Com- ;
pany, Scranton, Sal Gognetti— -

will mean an additional cost of .

Inc.,':'
Scranton, Eugene J. Kane —.

distribution centers without rail 5

Bercon Packaging, Inc., Ber-.
wick, John Coates, controller— -
10 million

Campbell, president of the New
York-Pennsylvania Shippers As- -
sociation, testified at the Tues- -

economic .lessons of the past

year, 7 Teg

Campbell said the DOT plan,
as now drafted, would cause:
more inflation on the heels of
wheat and oil shortfalls that.

o

over the so-called excess lines, -

DOT study, namely that cur- .
tailment of rail service wiil im-
prove the railroads, is open to -

lapse of the Penn Central as -
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-ailroads.” In addition he said
hese deposits are from the com-
mercial’ establishments served
by the railroads.
Futher he added,
commercial banks

“both the
and the

savmgs and loan assocmtlpvs i

peope whose jobs depend ou
the industrial and commercial
establishments whose vitality
depends upon railroad trans-
portation.”

Showing the area has witness
a “burgeoning growth” during
the past 20 years, ey said.
the banks and savmgs and
loans institutions aiso rely on
this growth.

“The health of the financial
institutions is dependent upon
the growth and eccnomic sta-
ility of commerce and indus-
ry -which, in turn, is depend-
nt, to a very substantial de-
gree, upon good, reiiable, and
adequate rail transportation,”
e said.

He said the areas industries
must be able to compete with
husinesses situated elsewhere,
one of which is the availahility
f low cost rail transportation.
[f this is denied, he said, ‘‘the
economic viability of our in-
dustries cannot be maintained.”

Carmon testified the loss of
rail transportation will so sig-
nificantly increase unemploy-
ment in this area because in-
justries will be forced to move
elsewhere, will in turn spark
2 sharp decline in government-
al income, negating the vast ac-
omplishments local govern-
ments have made the past 30
years.

The director of the PEL saif
pecause of the decline in busi-
ness, especially coal mining,
30 years ago, county and muni-
ripal governments in this area
‘lagged far behind government
il unitg in ¢

providing modern-day muni-
-xpal services.”

However over the past two
lecades the rise of this area in
oth the private-sector employ-
nent and in the improvement
f activities in the public sector
‘have brought about a signifi-
ant improvement in the econ-
mic well-being of the region,”
larmon noted.

Carmon continued his testi-
10ny by stating government, is
ig business and derives the
1ajor portion of their revenues
‘om tax sources such as redl
state, earned income, and oc-
1pations. ““These represent 42.4
srcent of the spending pack-
ge,”” he stated, “and will cer-
inly be affected should busi-
»ss and industry be forced to|
irtail operations as a result of|
iil abandonment.”

Carmon called on the ICC to
iercise “‘extreme caution” in
termining the reorganization

rail service in the Northeast.

Vhat may appear to be eco-

imically justifiable on a rail-

ad balance sheet or profit and
bs statement, may result in

e total destructxon of the pri-

te economy and chaos in the

blic sector of our 22 county
gion unless all human and
onomic factors are brought

Et;dfull consideration,” he

e

|

eastern Pennsylvania farmers
have an investmen! in excess
of $1 billion.”

Added to this is the fact the
state is the fifth largest dairy
grﬁlducmg state with over two

on pounds of mxlk prdduced

‘doubt that every dairy and
poultry consumer in the entire

weuld suffer additional price in-

Pittsburgh {® — Pennsylvania
cculd face the loss of 18,000 jobs
and $56 million annually in rev-
enue under the federal proposal
to abandon certain rail lines,
according to two state cabinet
officers. {

Transportation Secretary Ja-
cob Kassab and Labor Secre-
tary Paul Smith were among
more than two dozen persons to
testify Monday against the U. S.
Department of Transportation’s
proposed National Rail Reorga-
nization Act.

The proposed calls for some
branch rail lines to be aban-
doned in Pennsylvania and other
northeastern states as a means
of streamlining the nation’s
rail system. About 1,400 miles
of the 8,000 miles of track in the
state would be effected.
Smith said the curtailments
could cost a minimum of 18,000
jobs around the state.

Maurice K. Goddard, secre-

ary of Environmental " Re-
sources, noted that many of the
affected lines lie in coal-and
wood-producing areas. Produe-
tion cutbacks there would add
to two of the nation’s cruecial
shortages, fuel and paper, God-
dard said. 2

On the same theme, Kassab
declared, ‘The energy crisis
makes rall service more impor-
tant than ever.”

“If this plan is implemented,
it will increase truck traffic on
state hishways by seven percent
and fuel consumption by 37 mil-
lion gallons a year,” he con-
tinued
He said one gallon of diesel
fuel can move 280 net tons of
freight by rail compared to 77
tons by truck.
Furthermore, he continued,
“Abandonment of these lines
would cost the state $56 million
in annual rail revenue.”
The hearing here, conducted
by the Interstate .Commerce
Commission, was one of several
held simultaneously in various
;tates, including one in Avoca,
a.

Joining the cabinet officers in

U. S. Rep. Albert Johnson of
Smethport, Pittsburgh Mayor
Peter Flaherty -and representa-

tives of several civic and com-

Northeastern United States

18,000 Jobs Seen Lost:
If Railroad Lines Cut

.47 Mmoo

er add to the woes the Ameri-
can farmer and consumer will
face the next 10 years. Harridge,
said a new type of truck would
have to be designed if railcars,
which now hall fertilizer and
feedgzams in~ bulk form to .the

total]y unfeasrble for the trans~
portation of farm products, such
as machinery and fertilizer,
from a economic standpoint. He

mercial groups from northwest
Pennsylvania.

Principal support for some
abandonments came from the
Allegheny County Port Author-
ity Transit district PAT, which
is interested in using railroad
rights-of-way for mass transit
systems,

A PAT spokesman said the
authority favors abandoning a
six-mile Penn Central line
which runs from the city to
eastern suburbs. He noted that
other Penn Central lines paral-
lel the track and that Pitts-
burgh would also still be served
by two other railroads.

But other parts of the state
are not served by multiple lines
and witnesses predicted they
would fare poorly under the
abandonments.

Saying the cutbacks would
cost 3,000 jobs in Warren Coun-
ty alone, Rep. Johnson de-
clared, ‘‘Something must be
done to stop this proposed eco-

nomrc demo&egte |
the benefit of rail

service, the people of the 23rd
District will suffer a serious
slowdown of vitally needed new
materials and goods,” the Mec-

Sl Mk 1 moia deeads ~all - Ld oo e Al )

vania.

out, was that vital deliveries

:: the- pl::), ix;ﬁl%zrvor of rail
ansportation, ina g,gte
rior ta mdeq

fransportation systems for agri-

move large volumes of raw ma-

all working in conjunction.
Stores), testified Monday night,

is discontinued.

when it reaches the consumer.

"He said his organization
which represents some 125
stores has come no where near
their pre-flood business. He
said many of the stores still
have not reopened since the
flood and should the rails close
down the cost would be so
prohibitive the remaining stores
would close sending hundreds of
people into the welfare lines.

Buffalo, N.Y. into Pennsyl-
The end result, they pointed

weré delayed by 60 days -or
more and forced the scraping

The farm leaders pointed out
there is no alternate means of

culture except the rails. Only
railroads have the capacity to

terials needed for agriculture
xn a short period of time. And

time, they pointed out, is the
essence for the farmer for he
can only plant and harvest
when the time, weather condi-
tions, and farm machinery are

William Mooney, representing
the Wyoming Valley Retail
Grocers Association (Economy

the neighborhood grocer as we
know him today could also be
forced out if area rail service

Mooney said the average cost
of produce and other foodstuff
which is received from the
farmer would rise immediately
by as much as '25-30 percent

LR~ A W DA " e )

economic .lessons of tt
year.

Campbell said the DO
as now drafted would
more inflation on the 1
wheat and oil shortfal
drove the price of thosi
to new highs.

Campbell said DOT 1
ages did not take into |
the dollar value of goods
over the so-called exces
and he gave figures and
ties for the 22-county re
Northeast Pennsylvania.

“The - basic premise
DOT study, namely th:
tailment of rail service v
prove the railroads, is 4
question,” Campbell sai
referred to the merger a
lapse of the Penn Cent
the prime example. '

If rail lines are discon
he said, more inflation w
low on the heels of the
and gasoline price boosts
have already plagued the
omy

Jack Robinson of Giant

kets, Scranton, testified
discontinued rail service
mean much higher food
as much as 30 percent
for West Coast produce tt
to this area.
Robinson said/ all pro
perishable and non-peris
would cost more and
products would no longt
available. E

Giant Markets is already
ing problems maintainin
ventory levels for its 21
markets, he said, due to
standard rail service, D
tinued service would ma
worse, he said.

Kean County Republican con-
tinued.

“It will virtually be a waste-
land, an economic disaster that
will immediately become part
of Appalachia.”
Johnson said he will intro-
duce a bill in Congress to pro-
vide a $500 million appropria-
tion for rail lines which are
“essential even though unprofit-
able.”

Flaherty said railroads could
thrive in the northeast if the
ICC would approve an adjust-
ment in freight rates.

|
|

attacking the proposal were
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gree, upon good, reiiable, and
adequate rail transportation,”
he said.

He said the areas industries
must be able to compete with
‘businesses situated elsewhere,
one of which is the availability
of low cost rail transportation.
If this is denied, he said, ‘“the
economic viability of our in-
dustries cannot be maintained.”

Carmon testified the loss of
rail transportation will so sig-
nificantly increase unemploy-
ment in this area because in-
dustries will be forced to move
elsewhere, will in turn spark
a sharp decline in government-
al income, negating the vast ac-
complishments local govern-
ments have made the past 30
years.

The director of the PEL sai
because of the decline in bus
ness,” especially coal. mining,
30 years ago, county and muni-
cipal governments in this area
“lagged far behind government-
al units in comparable regions
in providing modern-day muni-
cipal services.”

However over the past two
decades the rise of this area in
both the private-sector employ-
ment and in the improvement
of activities in the public sector
“have brought about a signifi-
cant improvement in the econ-
omic well-being of the region,”
Carmon noted.

Carmon continued his testi-
mony by stating government, is
big business and derives the
major portion of their revenues
from tax sources such as real
estate, earned income, and oc-
cupations. “These represent 42.4
percent of the spending pack-
age,” he stated, ‘“and will cer-
tainly be affected should busi-
ness and industry be forced to
curtail operations as a result of
rail abandonment.”

Carmon called on the ICC to
exercise ‘“‘extreme caution” in
determining the reorganization
of rail service in the Northeast.
‘“What may appear to be eco-
nomically justifiable on a rail-
road balance sheet or profit and
loss statement, may result in
the total destruction of the pri-
vate economy and chaos in the
public sector of our 22 county
region unless all human and
economic factors are brought
into full «consideration,” he
added. (i e
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branch rail lines to be aban.| But other parts of the state

doned in Pennsylvania and other|are not served by multiple lines
northeastern states as a means|and witnesses predicted they
of streamlining the nation’s|Would fare poorly under the
rail system. About 1,400 miles|abandonments.
of the 8,000 miles of track in the| Saying the cutbacks would
state would be effected. :;st asi.ooo jobRse in V;all;ren Cot(xln-
Smith said the curtailments °n°.‘: p. Johnson de-
could cost a minimum of 18,000/clared, “Something must be
jobs around the state. gg:fictod:::g litﬁ}lg; proposed eco-
Maurice K. Goddard, secre-/™ Lo 4
tary of Environmental Re-| ‘‘Without the benefit of rail
sources, noted that many of the Service, the people of the 23rd
affected lines lie in coal-and|District will _suffer a serious
wood-producing areas. Produe- slowdown of vitally needed new

tion cutbacks there would add materials and goods,” the Me-
to two of the nation’s crucial Ke::d County Republican con-
smaiteiz, fuel and paper, (:‘:o(l:l “It will virtually ‘},e ,t wa&tei
% ' n conomic disaster tha
On the same theme, Kassab v:ﬂld'i:;m%digtely become part
declared, “The energy ecrisis of Appalachia.”
makes rail service more impor-| Johnson said he will intro-
tant than ever.” . |duce a bill in Congress to pro-
“If this plan is implemented, vide a $500 million appropria-
it will increase truck traffic on|tion for rail lines which are
state highways by seven percent ;glsge,}m even though unprofit-
ﬁnd fue}lconsumption’!:y e mil- Flaherty said railroads could
on gallons a year,” he con-| *'anel ey
tinued. - thrive in the northeast xcfl ..:1:
He said one gallon of diesel ICC would approve an adju

fuel can move 280 net tons of it is Ireght Tatey.
freight by rail compared to 77
tons by truck.

Furthermore, he continued,
“Abandonment of these lines
would cost the state $56 million
in annual rail revenue.”

The hearing here, conducted
by the Interstate -Commerce
Commission, was one of several
held simultaneously in various
states, including one in Avoca,

a.

Joining the cabinet officers in
attacking the proposal were
U. S. Rep. Albert Johnson of
Smethport, Pittsburgh Mayor
Peter Flaherty -and representa-

tives of several civic and com-

Stores), testified Monday night,
the neighborhood grocer as we
know him today could also be
forced out if area rail service
is discontinued.

Mooney said the average cost
of produce and other foodstuff
which is received from the
farmer would rise immediately
by as much as '25-30 percent
when it reaches the consumer.
"He said his organization
which represents some 125
stores has come no where near
their pre-flood business. He
said many of the stores still
have not reopened since the
flood and should the rails close
down the cost would be so
prohibitive the remaining stores
would close sending hundreds of

ople into the welfare lines.

and gasoline price boosts which -
have already plagued the econs
omy. ) 3

Jack Robinson of Giant Mar-.

kets, Scranton, testified that

discontinued rail service would.

mean much higher food prices, -
as much as 30 percent higher

for West Coast produce trucked

to this area.

Robinson said' all products,
perishable and non-perishable,
would cost more and some
products would no longer be
available. . i

Giant Markets is already hav- -
ing problems maintaining in-
ventory levels for its 21 area
markets, he said, due to sub-
standard rail service, Discon-
tinued service would make it
worse, he said. 0 o




ICC to Open Week of Testimony

Rail Plan to Draw Support
At Avoca Hearing Tomorrow

Support for a new rail line—Mid Atlantic Railroad—resulting f tl ‘g
i ) g from the merg
er of the bankrupt Lehigh Valley, Reading and Central Railroad of New Jersey

systems is expected to be recommended tomorrow at the opening of week-long
Interstate Commerce Commission hearings to be held at the U.S. Naval Training

|Center in Avoca.

‘The plan now under re-
view by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation and ICC
would also fold in the Lehigh
and New England and the Le-
high and Hudson River Railway
systems,

John A. Kulhman, executive
with the Federal Energy Office,
|will observe tomorrow’s pro-
|ceedings under an assignment
by FEO Administrator William
E. Simon who is alert to the re-
gional drive to increase utiliza-
tion of anthracite coal as part
of a national long-range fuels
policy.

Area congressmen fighting
hard to balance railroad contin-
uance with expanded coal pro-
duction arranged for Kulhman’s
)a_ss_lgnment as the only FEO of-
ficial participating in a series
of ICC hearings. He is a former
vice president of Consolidated
\Coa] Co., the nation’s largest
coal producer.
|- The morning session which
will open five days of public
testimony by more than 200 wit-
nesses is scheduled to hear Gov.
Milton J. Shapp, Sen. Hugh J.
Scott, Congressmen Daniel J.
Flood, Joseph M. McDade and

erman T. Schnaebeli and a
long list of mayors and other
public officials. Sen. Richard S.
Schweiker, now listed for a
Friday appearance, is expected
to join the other ranking state
and federal officials tomorrow.
Seven Railroads

Starting off the afternoon
hearing will be representatives
from seven railroads. Scheduled
to appear are: Gregory W. Max-
well, Erie-Lackawanna presi-
dent; Robert E. Haldeman,
Lehigh Valley trustee; Andrew
L. Lewis Jr., trustee, and C. E.
Bertrand, president, Reading;
Charles H. Allen, Lehigh &
New England president; Carl B.
| Sterzing Jr., Delaware & Hudsor
lgresident; W. Gifford Moore, Le

igh & Hudson River president

and Paul Cherington and Ben H.
Lacy, Boston & Maine.

Former Gov. William W.
Scranton, chairman of the Rail-
road Task Force for Northeast
Region, will launch a several
day testimony period which will
bring key labor, energy, shipper,
chamber, industrial develop-
ment, community and sectional
leaders to the Naval Center at
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Air-
port.

Intense regional interest
prompted arrangement of a
special TV Town Meeting at
2 p.m., today over WNEP-
TV, Channel 16, giving visual
depth to the hearings. Former
Gov. Scranton will be joined
on the panel by Congressmen
Flood and McDade, state
Transportation Secretary
Jacob Kassab and William C.
M. Butler Jr., RRTF vice
chairman. They will explore
the need for area railroads
and outline future campaigns
to overcome any moves to
abandon regional trackage.
The ICC hearings represent

phase two of a two-year re-
organization plan for bankrupt
rail systems. The plan was ap-
proved by the Congress and
signed into law on Jan. 2.

Dot Action

The Federal Department of

Transportation, under phase one,

filed extensive recommendations
on Feb. 1 eombining and elim-
inating thousands of miles of

The hearings will provide
shippers and community leaders

changes or possible cancelaltion
of the DOT recommendations.
C. Richard Marshall, RRTF
Railroad Liaison chairman, dis-
closed yesterday that the Le-

agements have advanced an in-
novative proposal to assure rail
service in a wide area under the
Mid-Atlantic Railroad.

Without the blessing of the
CNJ receivers, the plan has re-
ceived initial reviews by fed-
eral rail officials and he re-
ported that in some quarters, it
is gaining favorable response.

While the RRTF has not com-
mitted itself on the plan, Mr.
Marshall said, the extensive pro-
posal is° favorably recognized
as a substantial effort to for-
mulate a new rail system for
profit before the quasi-govern-
ment Consolidated Rail Corpora-
tion gathers in all bankrupted
lines. Also, there is fear that
the new CRC will be dominated

by the Penn-Central manage-
ment.
When all testimony is re-

ceived by the ICC during March,
the fedetal transportation an
regulatory agency has until May
1st to advance its own re-
structuring recommendations to
the new United States Railway
Association who is directed to
coordinate a final system plan

trackage in 17 northeastern and

mid-western states.

to be sybmitted to the Congress
for concurrence.

with an opportunity to suggest &

high Valley and Reading man- |

\

Plan to Reorganize Area
Railroads Could Result
In Loss of Tracks, Jobs

Philadelphia tM—Penn5ylvania
stands to lose 1,450 miles of
railroad track under recom-
mendation issued last month by
the U.S. Transportation De-
partment.

The figure represents 18
percent of the commonwealth’s
8,273 miles of track and has
raised the ire of many business-
men and officials of the towns
affected by the rail cutback.

“It does put a hardship on
our three foundries here,” said

from Tannery south to Lehigh
Gap, Lehigh County.

Zone 71, Scranton, 3 per-
cent of the track: the Erie
Lackawanna line from Eim-
hurst, Lackawanna County east
to the Wayne County line; and

Forge, Lackawanna County.
Zone 72, Wilkes-Barre, 3
percent of the track; the Erie
|Lackawanna and Penn Central
{lines from Avondale south west

Ken Ward, borough manager of to Nescopeck, Luzerne County;

" Blossburg, Tioga County.
The small community is at

the end of a 20 mile spur of the

Erie Lackawanna Rajlroa d
which is called “‘potentially ex-
cess” by the transportation de-

partment and slated for abolish-
ment,

the Lehigh Valley line from
Gowen east to West Hazleton;
from Hazleton south to Jeans-
ville; and from Freeland south
to Eckley. \

Zone 73, Williamsport, 16 per-
cent of the track: the Penn
Central line from Elkland

southwest to Westfield, Tioga
County; The Erie Lackawannra
line from the New York state
line south to Bloomsburg, Tioga

Blosshurg, with its three pipe-
titting foundries, is one of many
towns which would be left with-
out rail service for freight if
the recommendations are even-

tuzally approved by Congress.

However, that could take at
least two years, according to a

gpokesman for the transporta-
t'on department.

The recommendations were
{ssued last month by Transpor-
tation Secretary Claude Brine-
gar. The Interstzte Commerce
Commission now must hold a
series of public hearings on the

proposals.

The first public hearings are
gcheduled for Monday at Avoca
and Pittsburgh and on March

11 in Philadelphia.

“The study was made on 1972
figures,” said the transporta-
tion spokesman. “‘So if a factory
was built since then, these peo-
ple have the opportunity to
come to the hearings and pre-
sent their case. If they aré op-
posed to the plan, these are the
hear from.”

JDear-

people we want to

Six months after these
N AT s N T TR N

County; The Penn Central line
from the New York State line
south to Dushore, Sullivan Coun-|
ty; and the Lehigh Valley line|
from Aldovin south to Tunk-|
hannock, Wyoming County.

Zone 74, State College, 26 per-
cent of the track: the Erie
Lackawanna line from Brad-
ford southwest to Russell City,
Elk County; the Penn Central
line from Ludlow south to
Rolfe, EIk Courty; and from
Emporium  west to Saint
Mary’s, Eiz County. :

Zone 67, Lancaster, 4 per-
cent: the Reading lines from
Reinholds south to Demer, Lan-
caster County; from White Oak
south to Mannein, Lancaster
County; from Lancaster Junc-
tion southwest to Mountville,
Lancaster County; the Penn
Central lines from Lancaster
County; from Narvon west to
New Holland, Lancaster Coun-
ty: and from Conewago east to

ville, Cumberland County; 2
five-mile spur north from Mid-
dletown, Dauphin County; from
Bowmans Dale north to Camp

|Hill, Dauphin County; and the|
'Penn Central line from Lyke:}si
*west to Millersburg, Dauphin|
the Delaware and Hudson line|County.

from Taylor southwest to ()ldl‘the Reading lives from Glen:

Zone 82, Pottsville, 4 percent:

worth west to Good Spring,
'Schuylkill County and south to
\Pine Grove; from High Scale!
'west to Dunkelbergers, North-
|umberland County; from Sued-
'burg south to Lebanon, Leba-
non County; from Coaldale
lsouth to Auburn, Schuylkxll|
'County; from McAdoo west fo
Bloomsburg Columbia County;
from Blocmsburg west to West
| Milton, Northumberland County;
the Penn Central lines from/
Lawn to Cornwall, Lebanon
‘County; from Lewisburg west
'to Mifflinburg, Union County;1
land from Selinsgrove west to
Paxtonville, Armstrong County.
Zone 66, Philadelphia, 1 per-
cent: the Penn Central lines
from Nottingham east to Elwyn,
Delaware County; from West
Chester south to Oaks_ Mont-
gomery County; the Reading
lines from Elverson south to!
Chadds Ford, Delaware County; |
from Pennsburg south to Per-
kiomen Junction, Chester Coun-|
ty; from Doylestown south toi
Port Kennedy Junction, Mont-
gomery County; from Newtown,
Bucks County south to Phila-
delphia.
Zone 76, Pittsburgh, 1 per-
cent: the Baltimore and Ohio
from Mount Pleasant south to|
Scottdale, Westmoreland Coun-
ty; the Penn Central lines from
Shippings Port west to Smiths
Ferry, Beaver County; from
Muse Junction south to Hous-
ton, Washington County; and a
five-mile spur south from Bur-
gettstown, Washington County.

An analysis of the Johnstown
and New Castle areas was not
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changes or possible cancelaltion
of the DOT recommendations.

C. Richard Marshall, RRTF
Railroad Liaison chairman, dis-
closed yesterday that the Le-
high Valley and Reading man-
agements have advanced an in-
novative proposal to assure rail
service in a wide area under the
Mid-Atlantic Railroad.

Without the blessing of the
CNJ receivers, the plax% has re-
ceived initial reviews by fed-
eral rail officials and he re-
ported that in some quarters, it
is gaining favorable response.

‘While the RRTF" has not com-
mitted itself on the plan, Mr.
Marshall said, the extensive pro-
posal is favorably recognized
as a substantial effort to for-
mulate a new rail system for
profit before the quasi-govern-
ment Consolidated Rail Corpora-
tion gathers in all bankrupted
lines. Also, there is fear that
the new CRC will be dominated
by the Penn-Central manage-
ment.

When all testimony is re-
ceived by the ICC during March,
the fedetal transportation an&
regulatory agency has until May
1st to advance its own re-
structuring recommendations to
the new United States Railway.
Association who is directed to.
coordinate a final system plan

n 17 northeastern and
rn states.

.

to be submitted to the Congress’
for concurrence.

" Blossburg, Tioga County.

sent their case. If are op-
posed to the plan, are the
people we want to hear from.”

Plan to Reorganize Area

Railroads Could Result
In Loss of Tracks, Jobs

Philadelphia (P—Pennsylvania
stands to lose 1,450 miles of
railroad track under recom-
mendation issued last month by
the U.S. Transportation De-
partment.

The figure represents 18
percent of the commonwealth’s
8,273 miles of track and has
raised the ire of many business-
men and officials of the towns
affected by the rail cutback.

“It does put a hardship on
our three foundries here,” said
Ken Ward, borough manager of

The small community is at
the end of a 20 mile spur of the
Erie Lackawanna Railroad
which is called “potentially ex-
cess”’ by the transportation de-
partment and slated for abolish-
ment,

Blossburg, with ifs three pipe-
fitting foundries, is one of many
towns which would be left with-
out rail service for freight if
the recommendations are even-
tuzlly approved by Congress.

However, that could take at
least two years, according to a
spokesman for the transporta-
t'on department.

The recommendations were
{ssued last month by Transpor-
tation Secretary Claude Brine-
gar. The Interstzte Commerce
Commission now must hold a
series of public hearings on the
proposals. )

The first public hearings are
gcheduled for Monday at Avoca
and Pittsburgh and on March
11 in Philadelphia.

“The study was made on 1972
figures,” said the transporta-
tion spokesman. “So if a factory
was built since then, these peo-
ple have the opportunity to
come to the hearings and pre-

Six months after these hear-

ings are concluded, the U. S.
Rail Association will hold an-
other set of hearings. final

report will be written by mid-
1975 and sent to Congress.

“The recommendations were
based on an economic study,”
said a spokesman for the Rail
Service Planning Office, an arm
of the ICC. “The final report,
after the public hearings are
held, will consider environmen-
tal and employment aspects and
the rail-service needs of indi-
vidual shippers.”

from Tannery south to Lehigh
Gap, Lehigh County.

Zone 71, Scranton, 3 per-
cent of the track: the Erie
Lackawanna line from Eim-
hurst, Lackawanna County east
to the Wayne County line; and
the Delaware and Hudson line
from Taylor southwest to Old
Forge, Lackawanna County.

Zone 72, Wilkes-Barre,
percent of the track; the Erie
Lackawanna and Penn Central
lines from Avondale south west
to Nescopeck, Luzerne County;
the Lehigh Valley line from
Gowen east to West Hazleton;
from Hazleton south to Jeans-
ville; and from Freeland south
to Eckley. ’

Zone 73, Williamsport, 16 per-
cent of the track: the Penn
Central line from Elkland

ville, Cumberland County; 2a
five-mile spur north from Mid-
dletown, Dauphin County; from
Bowmans Dale north to Camp
Hill, Dauphin County; and the
Penn Central line from Lykens|
west to Millersburg, Dauphin
County. |

Zone 82, Pottsville, 4 percent:

|the Reading lines from Glen-

g/ worth west to Gogd Spring,

ISchuylkill County and south ‘o
|Pine Grove; from High Scale
|west to Dunkelbergers, North-
|{umberland County; from Sued-
burg south to Lebanon, Leba-
non County; from Coaldale
'south to Auburn, Schuylkill
|County; from McAdoo west to
Bloomsburg Columbia County;
from Blocmsburg west to West
Milton, Northumberland County;
the Penn Central lines. from
Lawn to Cornwall, Lebanon

southwest to Westfield, Tioga County; from Lewisburg west
County; The Erie Lackawanra to Mifflinburg, Union County;
line from the New York state/and from Selinsgrove west to
line south to Bloomsburg, Tioga|Paxtonville, Armstrong County.
County; The Penn Central line| Zone 66, Philadelphia, 1 per-
from the New York State line/cent: the Penn Central lines
south to Dushore, Sullivan Coun-|from Nottingham east to Elwyn,
ty; and the Lehigh Valley line Delaware County; from West
from Aldovin south to Tunk-| Chester south to Oaks  Mont-
hannock, Wyoming County. %ﬂmerg Cou%tIY; the Res:hr;g

& |lines from Elverson sou 0
ce%gneofu.ﬂ:etatafé)lll:egg,jezs Il-‘j):ire Chadds Ford, Delaware County;
Lackawanna line from Brad- ixjom P‘:'I“HSI’t‘.‘rg sc‘il“thtemcge":
ford southwest to Russell City,|xi0men Junction, Chester Loun

Elk County: the Penn Central
line from Ludlow south to
Rolfe, Elk Courty; and from
Emporium west to Saint
Mary’s, Eikx County. 3

Zone 67, Lancaster, 4 per-
cent: the Reading lines from
Reinholds south to Demer, Lan-
caster County; from White Oak
south to Mannein, Lancaster
County; from Lancaster Junc-
tion southwest to Mountville,
Lancaster County; the Penn
Central lines from Lancaster
County; from Narvon west to
New Holland, Lancaster Coun-

Zone 81, Harrisburg, 1

ty; rom Conewago east to

ty; from Doylestown south to
Port Kennedy Junction, Mont-
gomery County; from Newtown,
Bucks County south to Phila-
delphia.

Zone 76, Pittsburgh, 1 per-
cent: the Baltimore and Ohio
from Mount Pleasant south to
Scottdale, Westmoreland Coun-
ty; the Penn Central lines from

Shippings Port west to
Ferry, Beaver County;
Muse Junction south to Hous-

ton, Washington County; and a
five-mile spur south from Bur-
gettstown, Washington County.

An analysis of the Johnstown
and New Castle areas was not

~ |conducted because of the ‘‘com-
per-|plex nature of

cent: the Reading lines from cording to ﬁgmm;ﬁ
Railroad Cutback
Hearing Today

recom-

AR

- Overall, the report

Interstate Commerce Com-] The U. S. Transportation De.
i M1 tanin e wealklane ! Dartment has proposed reduc:




P ]

Wilkes-Barre City Charter
Study Commission engaged in
a twin-bill Wednesday, interro-
gating Leo Corbett, a former
city-manager now confined to the
role of city engineer and direc-
tor, Public Works Department,
and Wilkes-Barre Redevelop-
ment officials Leon Case, execu-
tive director, and Atty, Donald
McFadden, counsel, concerning
the operations of their unit,
Because of his experience in

.fan eight-month stint as acting
city-manager just prior to the

o

-

Seen for

Statement by Leon Case, ex-
ecutive director, Wilkes-Barre
Redevelopment Authority, to the
Wilkes-Barre City Charter Study
Commission.

“I would like to explain what
the Wilkes-Barre Redevelopment
Authority is and what it does.
Essentially, all redevelopment
authorities in the State of Penn-
sylvania are creatures of the
state and more specifically the
|/Urban Redevelopment Law  of
1945 which authorized such or-
ganizations. Specifically, the au-
thority is a direct agent of the|
City of Wilkes-Barre having been
established by the City in 1958.
Since that time, the authority has
initiated 16 urban renewal pro-

New Operation

jects encompassing approximate-
ly two-thirds of the land area of|
the City of Wilkes-Barre. Of the
16 projects, five have been com-|
pleted and the remaining ones
lare in various stages of ex-|
ecution although none, at the
moment, is in the planning stage.

Agnes disaster of June, 1972,
Corbett proved to be one of the
outstanding “‘witnesses” thus
far in the charter study’s study
of the city government.

Corbett told the commission
he is of the opinion the council-
manager form of government
“for the time is our best sys-
tem.”

He characterized the present
system of Wilkes-Barre govern-
ment “in a transitiona: stage and
I believe it is working.”

Case told the charter study

Projects

ried out until a public hearing is
held and city council gives its
precise consent to proceed. This
is often a moment of difficult,
sometimes agonizing, decision
for city council since the recom-
mendations presented by the
authority do often create dis-
agreement in the community.
Moreover, as each project pro-
ceeds council is not relieved .of
the overall responsibility and is
constantly faced with ecitizen dis-‘
sent and opinion which they must!
deal with., Any program which!
confronts change so directely as
the authority’s does, is bound to
bring about this type of disagree-
ment.

“I would like to make one final
comment for the committee’s
benefit, The future direction of
urban renewal nationally is
away from special units of gov-
ernment such as redevelopment

authorities and is very obvious-
ly toward direct control and su-

unit the Wilkes-Barre Redevel-
opment Authority experienced
little difficulty in working with
the present council-manager
system.

Case hinted ‘he would like to
see a better working plan and
noted he was sympathetic with
Wilkes-Barre council members
lack of time and mounting paper
work in keeping abreast of the
development authority’s pro-
gram.

He observed that council has
the -absolute power to approve
or disapprove the authority’s
projects and invited the mem-
bers of council “to attend the
authority’s’ meetings and cau-
cuses.”

Case also enlightened the study
commission concerning action by
the U. S House of Representa-
tives posing a bill which would
eliminate many of the author-
ities under federal jurisdiction
and funding various improve-
ment and renewal projects
through the city government
under a community action pro-
gram.

Case, who was accompanied by
Atty. Donald McFadden, counsel
or the redevelopment authority,
traced the responsibility and
function of the authority ‘and
Atty. McFadden traced the be-
ginnings of the unit, emphasizing

the necessity under law for thc’

development authority in renew-
ing the city.

as a result of the Agnes disaster
to the business and industrial
sectors.

In response to study commis-
sion members queries on acknow-
ledging the wishes of the persons
involved in redevelopment areas
Case explained the difficulities
arising in assemblng interested
partes as well as getting the in-
formation to them.

“That’s a dilema,” he stated.
“We've exhausted all efforts in
communicating with persons af-
fected by redevelopment.”

Case added, “I don’t think it’s
the system, it’s the people.”
Urban renewal, according to

Case, is designed to renew blight- -

ed areas and give persons an

opportunity to step up to a bet-'

ter way of life.

“In Wilkes-Barre it’s work-
ing, thanks to the various fund-
ings by the federal and state
government,” he explained,

Under the proposed federal
consolidation program of “au-
thorities,” city government will
control all programs with one|
application a year approval|
which may vary from millions
to thousands of dollars. In the
redevelopment’s authority’s goal

of revitalizing the central Wilkes-|-

Barre business district, Atty.
Winkler expressed concern over

adeouate parking and was told|
by Case that two new parking|
areas are projected by the
Wilkes-Barre Parking Authority!

Former Mayor John B. Mec- it addition to two private park-|

Glynn, chairman, who yielded
the chairmanship temporarily
because of his late arrival to
Atty. Herbert Winklér, recited a
number of court decisions con-
cerning the legal limitations of
the redevelopment authorities in
other areas.

Atty. McFadden explained the
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sites, bringing a total of
t parking garages to the!
main business area. ‘
It also developed that each
developer must show he has ad-
equate parking facilities, but
that the new complex at the

| corner of South Main Streets and
Public Square
imannamnd

’will have 100

Dacaata .. o

P et

Former City Manager, Redevelopment
Head Support Present Government Form

recreational facilities; Corbett
ested a portion of this in-

e revert to the Department
Public Works for -the main-

ce of the facilities.

While urging coordination of
many departments in the
, Corbeft urged a bureau to
ntrol purchasing and ex-

ed the city lacks adequate
torage space to save on bulk
purchases.

‘He revealed a single main-
tenance facility is in the offing
at which terminal repairs to all
city vehicles would be made un-
der one roof.

addition to Winkler and Mc-|
nn, other charter study com-
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mission members who joined in
the questioning were Daniel
Blaine, * Nick Kostelanski and
Bob Riley, also Andrew Shaw,
consultant,

Observers included Joseph Me-
Gowan, Department of Ppblxc
Affairs; Samuel Gutman, Wilkes-
Barre City Planner, Claire
0’Connor and David Kolesky,
both of the Pennsylvania Econ-
omy League, and Clint Morse.

Charter Study Commission will
review the Pottstown council-
manager form of government
next Wednesday and will have
an executive session Nov. 7 fol-
lowed by visits to the Easton and

| Allentown.



Authority is and
Essentially, all redevelopment
authorities in the State of Penn-
sylvania are creatures of the
.state and more specifically the
Than elopment Law
1945 which authorized such or-
ganizations. Specifically, the au-
thority is a direct agent of the
City of Wilkes-Barre having been
established by the City in 1938.
Since that time, the authority has
initiated 16 urban renewal pro-
jects encompassing approximate-
1y two-thirds of the land area of

16 projects, five have been com-
pleted and the remaining ones
‘are in various stages of ex-
ecution although none, at the
moment, is in the planning stage.
Over 150 million dollars in State
and Federal funds have thus far
been committed for the pro-
grams administered by the au-
thority.

“Much is said }rom time to
time about the lack of communi-
cation and coordination between
the City of Wilkes-Barre and the
Redevelopment Authority. I
would like to make a few com-|
ments on this matter. First of
all, the authority and its staff
operate almost directly as a de-

is daily coordination with all
other departments and agencies
and authorities of the city. With-
out this type of involvement,
'quite frankly, the job would
never get started much less com- |
pleted. So for the record, there|
is a very active and ongoing
working relationship between the
authority staff and the city op-
erating departments. Further-
more, there is seldom a work
|session of city council in which
the authority staff is not par-
ticipating for one reason or an-
other. -

In addition, there are numer-
ous special meetings held with
city council toward the end of
resolving problems that fre-
quently arise. In all honesty, it
can never be said that the au-
thority has not heen at the im-
mediate call of «<¢ity council
whenever a question arose.
Finally, the authority is present
at each formal city council

meeting. This is at the request

of the city manager, and we
think it is a very good idea that
we attend these sessions for pur-
poses of not only giving infor-
mation but of gaining informa-
tion of other city programs and
concerns. So, in summary on
this point, I think that much of
the spoken concern about the
communication vacuum is un-
real,

“I would suspect that very
often city council quite naturally
becomes overwhelmed with the
magnitude of the programs
which the authority administers
and the decisions which are
placed on city council. For
example, no project can be un-
dertaken, can even be initiated
for planning purposes, without
city council’s consent. This re-
quires considerable deliberation
on council’s part. Furthermore,
no project can actually be car-
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what it does.|authority do oiten create

the City of Wilkes-Barre. Of the

partment of the city and therei

agreement in the comm
Moreover, as each proje
ceeds council is not relieved o
the overall responsibilit i

sent and opinion whidh tiiey must
deal with, Any program which
confronts change so directely as
the authority’s does, is bound to
bring about this type of disagree-
ment.

“I would like to make one final
comment for the committee’s
benefit, The future direction of
urban renewal nationally is
away from special units of gov-
ernment such as redevelopment
authorities and is very obvious-
ly toward direct control and su-
pervision by ctiy government.
This will take the form of what
is now being called community
development. Congress has been
considering for the past two
years a number of bills which
lead clearly in this direction.
The outlook is for passage of a
compromise bill by probably

‘next summer. In all likelihood

the final community development
bill will eliminate the various
separate funding programs such
as urban renewal, model cities,
open space, sewer and water,
rehab grants, etc. and replace

‘them with a single form of di-

rect assistance called the Com-

munity Dev t Block
t'&':‘*m‘t. This % probably co: ﬁg

tv | , who was atcomp: byT

\tty. Donald McFadden, counsel

r the redevelopment authority,
| the responsibility and
n of the authority and
Atty. McFadden traced the be-
ginnings of the unit, emphasizing
the necessity under law for the
development authority in renew-

tra

ing the city.

Former Mayor John B. Mc-
Glynn, chairman, who yielded
the chairmanship temporarily
because of his late arrival to
Atty. Herbert Winklér, recited a
number of court decisions con- developer must show he has ad-

applicauilon a year am
which may ‘vary from milli

to thousands of dollars. In the
redevelopment’s authority’s goal|
of revitalizing the central Wilkes-|'
Barre business distriet, Atty:}
Winkler expressed concern over
adeouate parking and was told
by Case that two new parking
areas are projected by the
Wilkes-Barre Parking Authority
in addition to two private park-
ing sites, bringing a total of
eight parking garages to the
main business area.

It also developed that each

cerning the legal limitations of equate parking facilities, but
the redevelopment authorities in that the new complex at the

other areas.

| corner of South Main Streets and

Atty. McFadden explained the Public Square will have “100

acquisition of private properties

ar-
ticularly in the Public Squ];re-
South Main Street area was ap-
proved by council under a “pub-
lic purpose” clause since the
redevelopment of this area is in
the interest of the public in sup-
porting business development and
improving the economy which

in central Wilkes-Barre,

eventually benefits the city.
Atty.

as ‘“‘almost unbelievable.”
However,

straints™

annually to the cities, and it
will be their decision for the

those moneys are spent.
“Obviously, this type of legis-

effect on special units of gov-
ernment such as redevelopment

its responsibilities seriously to
get itself prepared for the

and all of its implications. I
don’t think any of us at this point
know precisely how it’s going to
work. I can only surmise that
the situation will vary to some
degree in each community de-
ending upon the problems in that

national renewal association on
'this issue has been to allow the
maximum amount of flexibility
for the local government sothat
it can decide how best to handle
the enlarged responsibility. What
we mean by this is that a local
'government could decide to do
laway with its independent au-
thorities and assume full respon-
‘sibilities itself, or it could work
out an arrangement which re-
tains those authorities to con-
tinue as is, or it might form a
new department or agency to
handle all of the community de-
velopment programs which may

departments or agencies. In any
event, it promises-to be an inter-
esting problem for most cities
and it is one that I thought I
would like to bring to the atten-
tion of the Charter Study Com-
mission for its consideration. At
this point I believe I am open for
any questions you might have,”

most part as to how and where!,

community development program|

now be divided among several|

commerce.

authorities not only throughout| They also were quiek to point
Pennsylvania but throughout thejout that the original scope of the
entire nation. It seems to me that|redevelopment authority “deal-
it behooves any city which takes|ing with housing” has expanded

r

|

McFadden and Case
agreed with McGlynn in his re-
cital of the Urban Renewal Act
in which he termed the powers
of the redevelopment authority

the redevelopment
.%ity. chiefs continued to em-

e the unit “realizes its re-
and noted the rede-
velopment authority “now covers
Case two-thirds of the city.” Case
dded the “main thrust toward
housing has been marked by a
continuaton of that concern since
lation will have a very strong|the flood in addition to reviatliz-
ing Wilkes-Barre as a center of

percent density.” .

Corbett insists the mainten-
ance phase of the city parks re-
main insists under the Depart-
ment of Public Works while
acknowledging questions from
'the commission concerning the
'advisability of the Recreation
Board governing ‘“the entire ball
of was.” :

Corbett told the members of
the study commission that he is
striving to have money and cre-
ate better productivity is the
Department of Public Works and
would like to see all park mainte-
nance under the denartment. |

“Somehow the Kirby Park
and Coal Street parks main-
tenance drifted from the Parks
Department and believe if main-
tenance is to be effective it
should be under one head.”

He urged the appointment of a
superintendant of parks, a post
which has not been filled for the
past two years since the depar-
ture of Russ Daubert.

Noting the recent statement
by James McClelland, director
of the Recreation Board, that
fees will be in effect in more
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Wilkes-Barre City Charter
Study Commission engaged in
a twin-bill Wednesday, interro-
gating Leo Corbett, a former
city-manager now confined to the
role of city engineer and direc-
tor, Public Works Department,
and Wilkes-Barre Redevelop-
ment officials Leon Case, execu-
tive director, and Atty. Donald
McFadden, counsel, concerning
the operations of their unit.

Because of his experience in

.lan eight-month stint as acting

city-manager just prior to the

Statement by Leon Case, ex-
ecutive director, Wilkes-Barre
Redevelopment Authority, to the
Wilkes-Barre City Charter Study
Commission.

“I would like to explain what
the Wilkes-Barre Redevelopment
Authority is and what it does.
Essentially, all redevelopment
authorities in the State of Penn-
sylvania are creatures of the

Urban  Redevelopment Law-
1945 which authorized such or-
ganizations. Specifically, the au-
thority is a direct agent of the
City of Wilkes-Barre having been
established by the City in 1958.
Since that time, the authority has
initiated 16 urban renewal pro-
jects encompassing approximate-

the City of Wilkes-Barre. Of the
16 projects, five have been com-

‘are in various stages of ex-
ecution although none, at the
moment, is in the planning stage.
Over 150 million dollars in State
and Federal funds have thus far
been committed for the pro-
grams administered by the au-
thority. |

“Much is said from time to
time about the lack of communi-
cation and coordination between
the City of Wilkes-Barre and the
Redevelopment Authority. I
would like to make a few com-
ments on this matter, First of
all, the authority and its staff
operate almost directly as a de-
partment of the city and there
is daily coordination with all
other departments and agencies
and authorities of the city. With-
lout this type of involvement,
iquite frankly, the job would
|never get started much less com-
ipleted. So for the record, there
|is a very active and ongoing
working relationship between the
authority staff and the city op-

! e o] f
state..and more specifically the <tatly $noadei

(pleted and the remaining ones|

Agnes disaster of June, 1972,
Corbett proved to be one of the
outstanding “witnesses” thus
far in the charter study’s study
of the city government.

Corbett told the commission
he is of the opinion the council-
manager form of government
“for the time is our best sys-
tem.”

He characterized the present
system of Wilkes-Barre govern-
ment “in a transitiona: stage and
I believe it is working.”

Case told the charter study

New Operation
‘Seen for

Projects

ried out until a public hearing is
held and city council gives its
precise consent to proceed. This
is often a moment of difficult,
sometimes agonizing, decision
for city council since the recom-
mendations presented by the
authority do often create dis-
agreement in the community,
Moreover, as each project pro-
ceeds council is not relieved .of
/the overall responsibility and is

sent and opinion which they must
deal with, Any program which
confronts change so directely as
the authority’s does, is bound to
bring about this type of disagree-
ment.

“I would like to make one final

comment for the committee’s

ly two-thirds of the land area of benefit. The future direction of

lurban renewal nationally is
laway from special units of gov-

ernment such as redevelopment

authorities and is very obvious-
ly toward direct control and su-
pervision by ectiy government.
This will take the form of what
is now being called community
development. Congress has been
considering for the past two
years a number of bills which
lead clearly in this direction.
The outlook is for passage of a
compromise bill by probably
next summer. In all likelihood
[the final community development
'bill will eliminate the various
|separate funding programs such
as urban renewal, model cities,
lopen space, sewer and water,
irehab grants, etc. and replace
them with a single form of di-
irect assistance called the Com-
munity Development Block
|Grant, This will probably come
annually to the cities, and it
(will be their decision for the
|most part as to how and where
|{those moneys are spent.

unit the Wilkes-Barre Redevel-
opment Authority experienced
little difficulty in working with
the present council-manager
system,

Case hinted ‘he would like to
see a better working plan and
noted he was sympathetic with
Wilkes-Barre council members
lack of time and mounting paper
work in keeping abreast of the
development authority’s pro-
gram,

He observed that council has
the -absolute power to approve
or disapprove the authority’s
projects and invited the mem-
bers of council “to attend the
authority’s " meetings and cau-
cuses.”

Case also enlightened the study
commission concerning action by
the U. S House of Representa-
tives posing a bill which would
eliminate many of the author-
ities under federal jurisdiction
and funding various improve-
ment and renewal projects
through the city government
under a community action pro-
gram.

Case, who was accompanied by
Atty. Donald McFadden, counsel

Former City Manager, Redeve
Head Support Present Governn

as a result of the Agnes disaster
to the business and industrial
sectors.

In response to study commis-
sion members queries on acknow-
ledging the wishes of the persons
involved in redevelopment areas
Case explained the difficulities
arising in assemblng interested
partes as well as getting the in-
formation to them.

“That’s a dilema,” he stated.
“We’'ve exhausted all efforts in
communicating with persons af-
fected by redevelopment.”

Case added, “I don’t think it’s
the system, it’s the people.”
Urban renewal, according to

Case, is designed to renew blight-|-

recreational fac
suggested a por
come revert to
of Public Works
tenance of the fa

While urging
the many depa
city, Corbett urg
control purchas
plained the city
storage space
purchases.

He revealed
tenance facility
at which termin:
¢ity vehicles wol
der one roof.

In addition to
'Glynn, other cha

ed areas and give persons an

ter way of life.

“In Wilkes-Barre
ing, thanks to the various fund-
ings by the federal and state
government,” he explained,

Under the proposed federa!l
consolidation program of “au-
thorities,” city government will
control all programs with one
application a year approval
which may vary from millions
to thousands of dollars. In the

for the redevelopment authority;
traced the responsibility and

I |of revitalizing the central
of the authority and Barre  business district, Atty.!

wedevelopment’s authority’s goal
es.

opportunity to step up to a bet-'

it’'s work-

|

I
|

A; y': McFadden traced the be-|Winkler expressed concern over
ginnings of the unit, emphasizing adeouate parking and was told'
the necessity under law for the/by Case that two new parking|

development authority in renew-
ing the city.

Former Mayor John B. Mec-
Glynn, chairman, who yielded
the chairmanship temporarily
because of his late arrival to
Atty. Herbert Winklér, recited a
number of court decisions con-
cerning the legal limitations of

other areas.

Atty. McFadden explained the
acquisition of private properties
in central Wilkes-Barre, par-
ticularly in the Public Square-
South Main Street area was ap-
proved by council under a “pub-
lic purpose” clause since the
redevelopment of this area is in
the interest of the public in sup-
porting business development and
improving the economy which
eventually benefits the city.

Atty. McFadden and Case
agreed with McGlynn in his re-
cital of the Urban Renewal Act
in which he termed the powers
of the redevelopment authority
as “almost unbelievable.”

However, the redevelopment
authority chiefs continued to em-
phasize the unit “realizes its re-
straints” and noted the rede-
velopment authority “now covers
Case two-thirds of the city.” Case
added the ‘““main thrust toward
housing has been marked by a

“Obviously, this type of legis-

1atian wrill hawva e wvare ctrang

continuaton of that concern since
$ha: Mool oA NE 4o wuieiladdls

the redevelopment authorities in th

areas are projected hy the|
Wilkes-Barre Parking Authority|
in addition to two private park-)
\ing sites, bringing a total of|
leight parking garages to the!
|main business area. |
| It also developed that each
.developer must show he has ad-
equate parking facilities, but
‘that the new complex at the
| corner of South Main Streets and
|Public Square will have “100
|percent density.”

Corbett insists the mainten-
ance phase of the city parks re-
main insists under the Depart-
ment of Public Works while
acknowledging questions from
'the commission concerning the
ladvisability of the Recreation
Board governing “‘the entire ball
of was.”

Corbett told the members of
the study commission that he is
striving to have money and cre-
ate better productivity is the
Department of Public Works and
would like to see all park mainte-
nance under the denartment. |

“Somehow the Kirby Park,
and Coal Street parks main-
tenance drifted from the Parks|
Department and believe if main-|
tenance is to be effective it
should be under one head.”

He urged the appointment of a|
superintendant of parks, a post!
which has not been filled for the




LUNCHEON PRINCIPALS — Principals who attended -

a recognition-orientation luncheon at Wilkes College for
Dial-A-Driver, Inc. are pictured.
Volunteer drivers who are helping to
portation needs of the elderly, seated left to right, are:
Ralph Nicholson, Miss Lee Marlino, Mrs. Arthur, Silver-
blatt, Mrs. Barbara Cushman, Mrs. George Worden, Jr.,
ﬁ Elva Benner, Norbert Laboux and Bernard G. Bur-

g | : Ma/c 5 /?’75/

to meet the trans-

Standing: Mary
sel for the Luzerne

Cax'rano, supervisor of cuework coun-

County Bureau for the Agimg; Mrs.
. Rebecca-Jost, administrator of Wilkes Community Effort,
Roy Rosenbaum, director of transportation for the United
Services Agency; the Rev. E. Allen Campbell, pastor of

Church of Christ Uniting, Kingston, the sponsoring organiza-
tion; Mrs. E. B. Wiener, president; Mrs. Bruce %e}n
coordinator of Dial-A-Driver, Inc., and Mrs. James Ed-
wards, Dial-A-Driver board member.
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Improved Radio Net
To Help Emergencies

West Side Council of Gov-
ernments, which represents eight
municipalities, is pressing for im-
provement in emergency com-
munications ih the event another
emergency situation similar to
the Agnes disaster of June, 1972,

arises
At a meeting of COG in Swoy-
iersville Municipal Building, ac-
tions of State Civil Defense in
improving communications were
reported by Jack Anderson and
Craig Williams. 4
| They told representatives of
the West Side communities that
a test using facilities of ham
(radio operators was run two
months ago by State Civil De-
fense and was considered a
suceess.

They also reported on what
is being done regarding supplies

of emergency equipment and
material.

COG representatives told the
Civil Defense men they have had
many inquiries about who would
be in charge in case of disaster.

Further meetings will be ar-
ranged with the state and county
Civil Defense for a better under-
standing of the ‘‘chain of com-
mand” and to correct deficien-
cies in communications which
were evident after the Agnes
flood, it was reported.

Larksville was accetped as a
regular member of COG, and a
resolution to that effect is ex-
pected to be adopted by Larks-

ville council at its next meeting. |

Leonard Tareto, COG presi-
dent, said the next COG meeting
will be held Nov. 28 in Larks-
ville municipal building.

Oxt. 23, 1973

FLC.

County R:
Net to Expand

The Luzerne County Civil De-
fense Communications Center
is expanding its emergency
communications radio network

announcement by the county
commissioners and Maj. Gen.

director.
The new service, called the
Ambulance/Fire Radio Network

February 15. -

It will provide a two-fold pur-
pose. Participating ambulance
units will be able to mainta‘n
|direct radio-ftelephone com
munication with the hospital
emergency wards fto which
they are en route, enabliug
ambulance attendagts to get
immediate emergency medical
advise while traveling, and also
advise the hospital of their ai-
rival so it can prepare in ad-
vance to meet the medical or
surgical needs of the vietim(s).

The ambulance-hospital com-
munication will be done by the
way of a radio-telephone patch
with the county base station
serving as the intermediate
base. An ambulance attendant
will radio the county net on the
designated channel. Thg county
base then will telephone a spe-
cial phone in the hospital emer-
gency ward then hookup a2
patch from the amhbulance radio
to the hospital. The system
also will work vise versa where-

by the hospital can telephonz
'patch a connection to the am-
bulance radio.

fet, 13, 19T7F
B _;ﬁ

to include ambulance, fire and
rescue units, according to an

Frank Townend, civil defense

will go into operation Friday,

Radio

The other aspect of the new-
ly-instituted network would en-
i)le participating fire and res-
cue units to have direct radio-
to-radio communications be-
tween or among themselves on
the special channel with the
county communications center
providing the base. Direct com-
munications amohg communi-
ties’ fire units on a single net
would be especially beneficial in
general alarm fires where units
from more than one community
respond, especially in getting
equipment placed at needed
points around a fire or in relay-
ing other emergency informa-
tion instantaneously.

The Luzerne County Civil De-
fense Unit has sent letters to
105 fire departments, 42 am-
bulance companies or associa-
tions,and 10 hospitals advising
them of the new network in
which participation is strictly
volunteer.

The need for the ambulance-
fire network was exemplified by
the rapid growth of the Lu-
zerne County Police Network
which was established in No-
vember of 1970. That network
now has 52 participating de-
partments utilizing a total of
260 radio units., Because of ifs
rapid expansion, the, commis-
sioners have obtained an addi-
tional grant from the Gover-
nor’'s Justice Commission to
purchase an additional base con-
sole which will be installed at
CD headquarters. Shipment of

Ithe new unit is expected shortly.



|

*

Michelini Gives Award to Flood

Wilkes College Presiden[ 21)1?? rm]c s Michelini took part
in ceremonies at the annual convention of the Pennsylvania
Association of Colleges and Universities in Pittsburgh. High-
light of the meeting was the presentation of a special Dis-
tinguished Service Award to Congressman Daniel J. Flood, in
recognition of his accomplishments for higher education as
chairman of the Labor; H.E.W. appropriations committee,

In his acceptance speech, Congressman Flood cited Dr.
Michelini and King’s College President Rev. Lane Kilburn for
their leadership in bringing their schools back to operations
status following the Agnes disaster. The Congressman also
praised College Misericordia and its President, Sister Miriam
Therese for the school’s role as an evacuation center and
temporary hospital in the weeks after the 1972 floods.

An EDA grant of $146,143 used
during the last year for hiring
additional building inspectors to

,|cope with the huge task of in-

specting flood-damaged proper-
ties in Wilkes-Barre has been ex-

||hausted but the well-organized

method of building inspection
will not falter, thanks to aid
offered by the City Redevelop-
ment Authority.

City Building Inspector Ed-
ward Hayes said the federal
grant received a vear ago ended
on September 15 and it appeared
that the city’s inspection sys-
tem might break down.

However, the Redevelopment
’Authority, which is receiving
millions of dollars for its Down-
town and South Wilkes-Barre
‘Disaster Urban Renewal proj-
|ects, has come up with a new
grant of $146,000 to the city bu-
reau of building inspection mak-
ing it possible to keep the inspec-
tions going for another year.

Hayes said the grant will pro-
vide for the continuation of the

qo <5 3 73

City Spends
EDA Inspection Grant

$146,143

hiring of 11 inspectors including
six electrical, three building and
two plumbing inspectors. These
11 will augment the four regular
inspectors provided for in the
city budget. ‘

The-RA first became involved
in the inspection program as a
result of interim assistance work
offered to flood victims. For a
while there appeared to be some
conflict because the city was
tough with some contractors do-
ing shoddy work, but in recent
months their work record has
improved and fewer complaints
are being received.

Volume of work facing the
city’s inspection staff nas been
tremendous ever since the flood
occurred and the ‘number of in-|
spections continues to rise each
month. During the first eight
months of 1973, the city issued
5,738 permits, all of which re-
quired inspections. The number
appears to be rising steadily. In|
August there were 887 permits
issued, the largest number this
year. l
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uir"é_;ﬁjeceipts
On Use of Loan Money

Flood victims must produce
receipts to show use of Small
Business Administration loan
money for repairs and replace-
ments, the Federal agency said
again Thursday.

Issuing the reminder, Russell
Hamilton, Jr., SBA regional di-
rector, said that legible photo-
static copies of receipts are re-
quired within one vear from the
date of the last amount of money
that was borrowed under SBA’s
disaster loan program,

plying for a loan was given a
form 1018 on which to list ex-
penditures, and if cancelled
checks are included, they should
have a notation of the purchase.
_ The director pointed out that
if money borrowed has not)|
been spent because a contractor
has been unable to do the work,
a letter of explanation should be‘I
sent, and an extension will he
granted the borrower. '
Persons residing in Luzerne
County should forward this in-
formation to the Wilkes-Barre

‘Hamilton said each person ap-

Office.
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‘ JSi‘udy roup Seeking
To Eliminate Sheriff

Decisions on the positions of Sheriff and Jury Commissioner were reached by
the Luzerne County Government Study Commission. These were the two remain-

And Jury Commissioner

It was agreed that the

ing offices on which the Commission had not made a recommendation for the
preliminary draft of the home rule charter. ;

office of the sheriff be
eliminated and his func-
tions appropriately distributed
in the administrative branch.
The office of jury commission-
er also would be eliminated and
his responsibilities assigned to
the appropriate branch of gov-
ernment in the new structure.

_The office of district attorney
will continue to be elected, as
will the office of the controller,
but the duties of the controller
will be post-audit only, in line
with the “watchdog” responsi-
bility of this office.

The functions of the row of-
fices will remain intact, but
the offices themselves will no
longer be elective.

Not Resolved

The two areas as yet unre-
solved are whether the -chief
executive will be elected or ap-
pointed and how many members
will be in the council.

The hadf differeerace bof tge
government propos: y the
Commission is that the new
structure will have three depart-
ments as in federal and state
fovemment, the executive, the

stead of the current three-com-
missioner form. ;

- The executive, as a person
distinct from the policy-making
body, will ,be responsible for

egislative, and the judicial in-|,

tion of the county. The adminis-
trative departments will not be
covered in the charter itself but
will be covered in an Adminis-
trative Code.

Public Hearings

These decisions represent the
thinking of the Commission,
confirmed by recommendations
of testimony given at public
hearings held in Hazleton, Pitts-
ton, Nanticoke, Dallas, and
Wilkes-Barre. A public hearing
was held in Kingston at the
Borough Building on Thursday.

To 'learn the advantages of
government with an elected
chief executive, John Mulroy
from Onondaga County, New
York, visited the Commission.
Lucien Morin and Frederick
Lapple from Monroe County

were also guests of the Com-
mission to present the strengths|
and weaknesses of a govern-
ment structured with an ap-
pointed chief executive.

The Commission may also
visit other areas to guide their
chief executive to recommend.
thinking in relation ,to type of
Following is a summary of
points agreed upon for a prelim-
inary draft: -

1. District Attorney—
Elected

‘ﬂie administration of the func-

2. Public Defender — Ap-
pointed

3. Medical Examiner—Ap-
pointed

4. Executive—Tabled

5. Council—7 or 9 mem-
bers elected by 'District

6. Controller—Elected
7. Treasurer—Not elective

8. Recorder of Deeds—Not
elective

FEBRUARY 25. 1973

Wilkes Staffer
Will Attend
State Workshop

Andrew Shaw Jr., director of
Wilkes College Institute on Re-
gional Affairs and executive
director of Flood Recovery Task
[Force Inc., will participate in
workshop on “Pennsylvania’s
Research and Development Pri-
orities,” on Monday, March 5,
at ‘the Penn Harris Motor Inn,
Harrisburg.

The workshop is being organ-
ized by the Center for the Study

of Science Policy with support
| of the Pennsylvania Science and
\Engineex’inlg Foundation and the
| National Science Foundation. It
represents an extension of the
project that the Governor’s Sci-
ence Advisory Committee has
w currently undertaken with 'the
| Commonwealth’s agencies.

‘ The objectives of the work-
‘ghop. Shaw explained, are:

| —To assist the Common-
| wealth in idantifying those areas
‘and projects through which re-
'search and development can
| contribute to the realization of
agency objectives.

—To provide a “Pennsylva-
aia” input into the design of
|new domestically oriented re-
.sea'rch and development pro-
grams of ‘the federal govern-
ment.
| —To develop closer ties, both
|industrial and academic, be-
‘.tw'een the Commonwealth and
| Pennsylvania’s research and de-
velopment community.

The format of the workshop
calls for a one-day sesion focus-
ing on six panels: Resource De-
velopment, envirormental man-
‘agement, ‘transportation, health,
community affairs, and educa-
tion.

Shaw, who has been execu-
tive director of the regional
Flood Recorvery Task Force
since its inceotion, will serve on
the panel which will take up
problems related to Community
‘Aﬂfairs.




s (Photos by Publiservices)
m.oon MEDICAL CENTER — Congressman Daniel J. Flood is pictured at entrance
to new diagnostic health-care center which was dedlclted in his\ honor Friday at Kidder
- Township, near'Split-Rock Lodge. |
. The medical emergency treatment center, the first of its kind in an officially desig-
“rural” area, was constructed with federal, state and regional funds. Staffed by two
sxcians and seven additional professional assistants, the facility can accommodate up to
: ﬁ‘ve patients at a time. Mrs. Agnes McCartney, East End native who mobilized the project,
said that the ptimnry wrpose nt the center is to provide fast dlagnosm and referral when

possible
- At luncheon eeremonies at Sblit Rock Lodge, Congressman Flood was presented with a
mof Stuben glusvure, “as a small tohen ot ﬂw appreciation of Carbon county resi-
: Numerous local heal& officials of health-care organlhtions took part in the cere-
monies Robert McGregor, executive- director of the Health Hospital Planning
Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania; Gerald Molloy, chief of Home Health Services of
- Luzerne County; Roy Morgan, former chairman of the State Welfare Commission; several
hospital admimstrators and representatives of the Economic Development Council,
The Car County facility is the second structure to be named after Congressman
!‘lood, whoreoenﬂycompletedhis 25th year in the U. S. House of Representatives. In Oc-
mm Daniel J. Flood Elementary School was opened in N. Washington St. The
" g(ined following the 1972 Hurricane Agnes ’dinster wbebxt *became
head quarhera y Corps of Engineers.

Tan. 19, 1974
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Task Force Restates

Key officials of the Flood Re-
covery Task Force have re-
affirmed their support for the
bill submitted by Rep. Daniel J.
Flood for the creation of a na-
tional catastrophic insurance
fund to guarantee federal insur-
ance protection for persons af-
fected by natural disasters.

Andrew Shaw Jr., executive
director of Flood Recovery Task
Force (FRTF), called the move
by Flood one of the most im-
portant governmental actions
‘taken during the period of recov-
ery from the flood of last June.

Shaw said he was voicing the
opinion of other members of the
task force, including the cur-
rent chairman, Andrew'J. Sor-
doni I1I, and the former chair-
man, Federal Judge Max
Rosenn,

The endorsement by the Flood
Recovery Task Force came
shortly after 50 members of the
Flood Vietims Action Council
returned from Washington where
they lobbied for support of the
measure in both Houses. That
group, headed by Mrs. Min
Matheson, who has been one of
the leading forces on behalf of
the flood victims of the region,
made strong appeals to some of
the key legislators on the fed-
eral level.

Rep. Flood’s proposal includes
a retroactivity clause which
would give disaster insurance
benefits to victims of the June
flood that caused billions of dol-
lars in property damage in seven
states. : 3

The bill, National Catastrophic

VA 1 ” 2
auch o, 1973

TL.EN.

Flood Bill Backing

3w-73

ANDREW SHAW JR.

Insurance Act of 1973, would
create an insurance fund within
the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment. The fund would be
supervised by the administrator
of the Office of Disaster Insur-
ance.

Rep. Flood's legislation would
cover all Americans holding
property or protection insurance
from losses suffered through na-
tural disasters, after they had
been declared such by the ap-
propriate federal government of-
ficial. The fund would be realized
from a maximum five percent
surcharge on most property
damage insurance privately held,
along with a one percent levy

on SBA disaster loan paybacks.

A report on the Washington
trip will he made at a meeting

of the Flood Vietims Action

Council Sunday at 2 in Gus Ge-
netti Hotel.

Rotary Told
Of Task Force
Flood Work

SR - 13
Andrew Shaw Details
Winterization and
Mini-repair Jobs

Activities of the Flood Re-
covery Task Force, Inc., were de-
tailed in a talk given at Tues-
day’s meeting of the Wilkes-
Barre Rotary Club by Andrew
Shaw Jr., executive director of
the task force,

Shaw stated that one of the
first priorities of the task force
was to focus attention of the
June 23, 1972, disaster to state
and federal authorities, pointing
out that there was “inadequate
legislation dealing with disas-
ters.” At that point, the speaker
said, ‘“we were trying to cope
with a disaster with mechanisms
never before used in a disaster.”

Shaw stated that the FRTFI is

still trying to convince area leg-
islators that “we still need help
for the people.”
* The speaker then told of the
task force’s efforts in the mini-
repair and winterization pro-
grams.

He then touched on the Eco-
nomic Development Adminis-
tration’s effort in providing
money to flood-stricken commu-
nities to hire personnel to co-
ordinate activities. The task
force, he said, tried to insure
that capable persons were hired
for these positions. “Most of

them have worked out very
well,” he said, noting that ED.
grants for this purpose will “ /

. out in about six months,”

when this happens “we may
-taking a step backard.”

Concerning municipal buil
in the flood area, Shaw sai
"EDA went to community
cials and asked them for .
main priority. Most of them shd
that they need mew munichal
buildings, The speaker poined
out that the task force felt fat
some - of the buildings were not
necessary, but community offi-
cials were approached by-FRTFI
representatives and asked%

_sign the structures so that
;;ould’ be “multi-purpose build-
gs.’ )

The speaker then told of the
role of the task force in ex-
pediting the construction of the
North Street Bridge and also in
obtaining a transit system for the
area.

In closing, Shaw said that in
his opinion, the bureaucracy at
the state and federal levels has
been overwhelmed. He saigd there
is a need for civic leaders to
“remain involved.”

Wyoming Valley, he said, has
2 “long way to go, and it will not
make it if residents go back to

pre-flood thinking.”

Maref
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The Greeting Today is

Last evening the Festival of Passover mark-
ing the liberation of the Children of Israel from
Egyptian Bondage was observed throughout
Wyoming Valley as well as throughout the world.

The traditional Seder, commemorating that
historic event, is conducted on the first two
nights of Passover-—last night and tonight.

The Seder begins with the ceremony of
“Kiddush” a benediction over wine which pro-
claims the holiness of the day.

Water is poured, in accordance with ritual,
over the hands of the person who conducts the
Seder, in preparation for the next step, the dip-
ping of food into water.

A sprig of parsley or other vegetables is
dipped in salt water and eaten to symbolize the
meager diet and tears of the Israelifies under

Egyptian oppression. _
The Matzo is broken into three pieces and
the larger is wrapped in a napkin and hidden to

use as “Afikomon’ (dessert).

The key to the Seder ceremony is the recital
of the Passover Story.

All then perform the ritual of the washing
of the hands and saying of the blessing.

Benediction is recited and each person eats
two pieces of matzo.

Then bitter herbs are eaten.

The meal is now served and starts with an
egg dipped in salt water and the hidden matzo is
eaten.

The Seder concludes with prayers and songs
of thanksgiving praise and rejoicing.

CHAG SAMEACH!

‘Chag Sameach’!

At sunset last evening, members of the
Robert S. Capin Family of Wright Avenue,
Kingston, in the left photo, gathered around
the table for the traditional “Passover”
repast, Shown clockwise seated. are: Debbi
Capin, David Capin, Mark Capin, Robert S.
Capin, Jeffrey Lubin, Sheldon Lubin and --
Ellen Capin Lubin. Mrs. Robert\Capin is
standing.

Robert Capin, a member of the admin-
wstration at Wilkes College is shown reading
the Passover story from the Scriptures for
the services that hare been used for thou-
sands of years.—(Photos by Ace Hoffman)
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. suggestions from individuals and

Charter Study Member:
Chagrined Over Lack

Of Interest by Publi "

Members of the Luzerne

public in their activities.

A number of meetings have alread
House and others in the s

/l-i-13 ST

) > County Government Study Commission have private-
ly expressed some disappointment over the lack of interest shown by the general

y been held by the group, some in the Court

various towns.

However, in most cases!|
the hearings are sparsely at-|
tended and commission members|
confess they have not really re- |
ceived a cross section of opinion |

the man in the street.

In that regard, a public hear—‘
ing of the study commission for
the Lower end of Luzerne
County will be held Tuesday

| evening, at 7 in the John S. Fine
‘}gigh School to give the area
citizens an opportunity to pre-

! sent their ideas for the restruc-| -

y turing of the county government.

In stressing the great need for| *

! recommendations, comments, and

organizations, Mark Chamber-
lain, vice chairman of the Com-
mission, said: “County govern-
ment is only as good as we the
people make it. When the people
of Luzerne County created the
Charter Study Commission, thevl
created a vehicle of and for,
improvement of our County
system. The Commission mem-
bers are very much interested
in citizen input for it is this in-
Vapvere 5t Mosepigp tn o

IF

FEBRUARY 9, 1974

(Photo by Ace Hoffman) .

PUBLIC INVITED — The Wilkes-Barre City Charter Study Commission will conduct its
first public meeting Wednesday at 7:30 p. m. at the library of the Daniel J. Flood Elementary
School, N. Washington Street. - cilya

~ Citizens of Wilkes-Barre will be given an opportunity to express their views on the form
of government which best meets the reeds of the city and to aid the commission in formulat-
ing recommendations.

The commission must examine the council-manager form of government and make
recommendations for improvements if necessary. The commission must also consider whether
or not to draft a home rule charter to serve as a constitution for the city. 5

Shown are commission members and consultant. Se ated, left to right, Carol Brent,
treasurer; John McGlynn, chairman; Atty. Herbert Winkler, vice chairman, and Elizabeth
Brennan, secretary; standing, Daniel Blaine Jr., Michael Kostelansky Jr. and Robert Reilly,
commission members, and Andrew Shaw, consultant. TR

7 / [: /\“




Panel Calls for Strong Mayor-Council

In Releasing of City Charter

A draft of the proposed
Home Rule Charter for
the City of Wilkes-Barre
endorsing the Strong May-
or-Council Form of Government
for the City of Wilkes-Barre was
announced yesterday by the
seven-man commission, which
has been working for nearly a

ear drafting a proposed Home-
ule Charter.

Other features being consid-
ered are the elimination of the
elected offices of the treasurer
and city controller, adding a
new Office of Information, pla-
cing of the city planning func-
tion directly under the mayor
and electing all members of city
council at the same time.

In discussing the program,
Chairman McGlynn emphatically
stated that the charter is a pro-
posal at this time and may be
changed within the next few
months before it is finally

laced on' the General Election
allot in November.

The commission will have a
public hearing when the final
and last draft is made later this
year.

The commission’s statement
reads as follows:

The Charter Study Commis-
sion of Wilkes-Barre has been
meeting on a weekly basis with
few exceptions since its incep-
tion in May of 1973. During that
time, members of the commis-
sion have studied the existing
governmental structure and its
operation in the City of Wilkes-
Barre and have analyzed every
existing option available to the

Six of the seven members of the Wilkes-Barre Charter
Study Commission are shown at a press conference held

yesterday at Hotel Sterling.

city under Act 62, which is the
Home Rule Act of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. Mem-
bers of the commission have

interviewed numerous public/

officials and organizations of
the city to obtain their thoughts
and ideas on what is best for
the city. In addition, the com-
mission has interviewed various
organizations knowledgeable in
the operation and organization
of government. The commission
has also visited several muni-
cipalities in the Commonwealth
to get first hand knowledge on
the operation of the various
forms of government available
under Act 62.

Finally, three public hearings
were held at various locations
throughout the city to afford
the citizens of Wilkes-Barre
with an opportunity to express

Shown left to right, Robert

their thoughts on the govern- siveness and accountability on‘
mental operation and structure|the part of the city government
of Wilkes-Barre. It has been|towards its citizens. As a result!

the objective of the commission|the charter contains several key been placed directly under the
throughout the entire study to|provisions which will result in Mayor. This will enable the ad-|

become as knowledgeable on|changes in the city’s present
the operation and structure “of|structure. The offices of con-
government in Wilkes-Barre. itroller and treasurer were

At this time, we are pre- considered non-political func-
senting a draft of the proposed|tions and would no longer be
Home Rule Charter for the City elected positions. The commis-
of Wilkes-Barre. The proposed sion determined that the con-
charter endorses a Mayor-Coun-|troller’s function is ambiguous
cil Form of Government in the and, more importantly, mis-
City of Wilkes-Barre. The char-lunderstood, by most people.
ter commission concluded that Therefore, to insure accounta-
citizens of Wilkes-Barre desire bility the proposed charter
to have an elected official astlaces the post-audit function in
their chief executive official,|the hands of the legislative body.
and the vehicle for obtaining this An office of information is pro-

is, of course, the Mayor-Council |vided to guarantee that the citi-|

Form of Government. zens of Wilkes-Barre will be
The commission’s proposals kept informed of the activities
are designed to provide respon-|of their city government and

Reilly, Carol Brent, Michael Kostelansky, Chairman John Mec-
Glynn, Daniel Blaine Jr., and Atty. Herbert Winkler. Libby
Brennan is the seventh commission member.—(Ace Hoffman)

|

will provide access for the citi-
zens to their government.
The city planning function has

ministration to develop effec-
tive analysis and evaluation of
proposed programs by those au-
tonomous or semi-autonomous|
agencies involved in develop-
ment within the city and will|
enable both the administration|
and the 'legislative body to base
their decisions regarding city de-
velopment on adequate knowl-
edge of the impact of proposed
programs in the city’s future.
All members of the city coun-
cil will be elected at the same
time, eliminating the present
staggered term system. The in-
tent of the proposal is to
increase the accountability
among all elected officials.
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Displeasure on U.S.

Plan to Reorganize

Area Railroads Voiced

Everybody loves a railroad|‘“provoked” by the depression!ti(ms which are invalid, Preate
and this fact became more ap-lera. After World War II the|said, ‘‘the statistical analysis
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ing $6.6 including $400 million plan.” He also noted that the
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AT RAILROAD HEARING — Gov. Milton Shapp, left, diseusses the regional rail
crisis with Congressman Daniel J. Flood, center, and Josephj M. McDade on Monday
prior to the Interstate Commerce Commission hearings at Avoca.
All three men offered testimony in the early hours of the hearings. The ICC will
take testimony day and night all week.
Those testifying expressed strong opposition to U. S. Department of Transportation
proposals to eliminate so-called ‘‘excess’ trackage in this arep.

Loss of Railroads Would
Prevent Tapping of Coal

Elimination of main and con-|the matter will be taken up at|cept sulphur, and a high pure
federally-sub- necting railroad lines in Norih-/the next OCR meeting, which|caFbon prc‘duc_t. containing ap-
m that takes €astern Pennsylvania would | has not been scheduled. prpximately 85 percent carbon.
1, Lewis said/|Prevent tapping of large coal| Branch railroad lines are nee-|T{ese ingredients suggest re-
! : .reserves to meet the nation’s|essary to move this coal ma-| Nt wed interest in the use of An-
L pres@ent'of pressing energy needs, the In-|terial to the nearest available|thfacite, as a result of our
Pel:,ar I;a‘llr(:‘.’dﬂ‘e"swte Commerce Commission|preparation plants, he said. stited environmental goals.
“an %ngfgf;,‘ﬁ’_;“‘f tt}?ld ')t/mndag.t Y “It is expected that anthra-| §) In 1972 there were 114
00 urged that nthracite indusiry oflicials|eite mining will be accelerated|companies engaged in the pro-
T 18lland a mining engineer testify-|t; the extent that the tonnage|duetion of Anthracite Coal and

anued apd heing Monday at an ICC hearing|of anthracite shipped to market|33 preparation plants were in
Lackawanna at the U. S. Naval Reserve|over track systems connectingiol ration.

to pick up|Training Center, Avoca, all|this region will in the next dec.l I\ Anmenwimatale 7 000 +man

1 support for
of the same

ped the DOT
ailed to meet
' developmen-
1¢ Scranton/
., or the re-
Philadelphia’s
2r transporta-

vailroad could

|pleasure by almost all in -at-
|tendance and those who testi-
|fied.

} Teresa Nasialka, Pittston
Area freshman, who is “study-
ing railroads” was the youngest
of the public representatives,
accompanied by her father, Mi-
chael, Duryea, and Joseph Mul-
derig, Pittston, both trainmen
with the Erie Lackawanna Rail-
road.

The EL, which is “financially
troubled” in northern pattern,
|has voiced it is not interested
in joining the network proposed
by the federal government’s De-
partment of Transportation to
combine and slim.down the six
bankrupt rail lines and will seri-
ously penalize the northeastern
Pennsylvania region as well
as the northeast section of the
United States. Included in the
complex is the nation's biggest
carrier, the Penn Central.

“The maintenance of competi-
tion for the users of rail serv-
ice is a leading element of the
public interest,” Gregory W.
Maxwell, Erie Lackawanna
chief executive officer, stated.
“It is Erie Lackawanna's in-
tention to continue to provide
vigorous competition.”

Congress iast year passed the
Regional Rail Reorganization
Act to rescue the ailing rail-
roads by bringing them togeth-
er in a new semi-public firm
called ConRail.

In a related event, in Boston,

John J. Nee, general counsel
Bo: e Dankasn L Wotna DRalls

In addition “the Appalachian|.

Regional Commission, hag in-
vested $285 million in the area
and the Area Redevelopment,
Administration and the Eco-
nomic Development Adminis-
tration $58 million, he reported.
“It has helped immeasurably
in the rejuvenation of the
area, ‘“he continued,” and it|
has been inspired and caused
primarily by people action in
the area.”

“This ‘“‘bootstrap’ action has
not only stopped the retrogres-
sion of population but has
turned the area around to the
point where it is now ““in take-|
off position.” To make cerfain
all this effort has not been in
vain and that the area’s poten-
tial is realized in the future,
a servicing rail system is
essential. .

“Likewise the State' invest-
ment has been substantial —
$2.8 billion from 1969 to 1973
The Pennsylvania Industrial De-
velopment Authority in its 16
years of operation has invested
$102 million in this area and
the result has been 482 projects,
primarily manufaciuring and
distribution facilities, with a
total cost of $268 million gen-
erating 60,000 jobs.

“In short, this is a sizable
geographical area with a siz-
able population that is now
growing, a well rounded econo-
my composed of agribusiness,
manufacturing, distribution,
mining, and commercial devel-

opment, Though it has received

ice requirements to any signifi-
cant year, such as 1980, 1990,
or 2000.”

“Until such time as- a final
system plan is finalized, the
EDCNP recommended that all
proposed cessation of service,
abandonments or declarations
of excess rail service currently
being contemplated in our re-
gion as well as the 22 counties
comprising the Task Force be
deferred; and that all existing
rail lines and services be re-
tained so that sufficient time
can elapse to develop a thor-
ough and comprehensive study
of the rail system as previously
outlined. :

According to Howard J. Gross-
man, EDCNP executive direc-
tor, the council looks upon the
report of the Secretary of Trans-
portation as an initial reaction
subject to continuous review and
comment and to be changed ac-
cordingly in the future.

“EDCNP stands ready to as-
sist the commission as well as
all other agencies involved in
rail services and the movement
of goods and people in the adop-
tion and implementation of an
inter-modal system best suited
for the needs of today and to-
morrow throughout our region,”
Grossman concluded.

Gov. Milton J. Shapp, the first
Witness at the hearings, said
federal praposals to streamline
operations? would reduce sec-
ondary rail trackage in the
state 18 percent and immedi-
ately idle 56400 men and wom-
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Would
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cent sulphur, and a high pure
carbon preduct. containing ap-
proximately 85 percent carbon.
These ingredients suggest re-
newed interest in the use of An-
thracite, as a result of our
stated environmental goals.

3) In 1972 there were 114
companies engaged in the pro-
duction of Anthracite Coal and
35 preparation plants were in
operation,

4) Approximately 7,000 men
ar: employed in all phases of
the: industry.

5) The mining companies
have substantial investments in
the coal reserves, mining, and
preparation facilities, as well as
stripping and deep mining
equipment.

Tedesco said it is his opinion
that the government will adopt
a National Fuels Policy result-
ing in greater utilization of coal,
and thus the essential railroad
lines should not be discontinued
to any anthracite coal-bearing
properties in  Northeastern
Pennsylvania,

Charles Zink, vice president

“|of Blue Coal Corporation, Ash-

ley, said DOT’s plan would
mean the closing of all Blue
Coal production facilities in Lu-

corsidered recoverable.

thrantte e 2 1awr e1nlnhise

zerne County and adversely af-
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Everybody loves a railroad
and this fact became more ap-
|parent Monday at a public hear-
ing by the Interstate Commerce
Commission in the Naval Re-
serve Training Center, Avoca,
when a federal report for re-
lorganizing railroads prepared
|by the Department of Transpor-
|tation was viewed with dis-
|pleasure by almost all in -at-
|tendance and those who testi-
|fied.

Teresa Nasialka, Pittston
{Area freshman, who is “study-
ing railroads” was the youngest
of the public representatives,
accompanied by her father, Mi-
chael, Duryea, and Joseph Mul-
derig, Pittston, both trainmen
with the Erie Lackawanna Rail-
road.

The EL, which is “financially
troubled” in northern pattern,
|has voiced it is not interested
in joining the network proposed
by the federal government’s De-
partment of Transportation to
combine and slim. down the six
bankrupt rail lines and will seri-
ously penalize the northeastern
Pennsylvania region as well
as the northeast section of the
United States. Included in the
complex is the nation’s biggest
carrier, the Penn Central.

“The maintenance of competi-
tion for the users of rail serv-
ice is a leading element of the
public interest,”” Gregory W.
Maxwell, Erie Lackawanna
chief executive officer, stated.
“It is Erie Lackawanna’s in-
tention to continue to provide
vigorous competition.”

Congress iast year passed the
Regional Rail Reorganization
Act to rescue the ailing rail-
roads by bringing them togeth-
er in a new semi-public firm
called ConRail.

In a related event, in Boston,
John J. Nee, general counsel
for the Boston & Maine Rail-
road, said that trustee Benjamin
Lacy and the other trustees in-
tended to ask that B&M be re-
organized under the Bankruptcy
Act rather than the Con Rail
system. i

Lacy told ICC hearings in
Boston Monday that he would
ask U.S. District Court in Bos-
ton for organmization under the
bankruptey law,

This area began one of the
outstanding responses to the
railroad reorganization with the
groundwork furnished by the
Railroad Task Force for North-
east Region headed by former
Pennsylvania Gov. William
Scrantoi apd Economie, Dey
opment Council of Northeastern
Pennsylvania with Atty. Ernest
D. Preate, recently named pres-
ident.

They were joined Mon_c_lay at

“provoked” hy the depression
era. After World War II the
people’s ‘“‘bootstrap” programs
in the area was aided by fed-
eral investments from 1969 to
1973, in the 22 counties, reach-
ing $6.6 including $400 million
as a result of the tragic flood
of 1972 caused by Hurricane
Agnes.

In addition " the Appalachian
Regional Commission, hasg in-
vested $285 million in the area
and the Area Redevelopment,
Administration and the Eco-
nomic Development Adminis-
tration $58 million, he reported.
“It has helped immeasurably
in the rejuvenation of the
area, ‘“he continued,” and it
has been inspired and caused
primarily by people action in
the area.”

“This “bootstrap” action has
not only stopped the retrogres-
sion of population but has
turned the area around to the
point where it is now “in take-
off position.” To make <certain
all this effort has not been in
vain and that the area’s poten-
tial is realized in the future,
a servicing rail system is
essential. N

“Likewise the State invest-
ment has been substantial —
$2.8 billion from 1969 to 1973.
The Pennsylvania Industrial De-
velopment Authority in its 16
years of operation has invested
$102 million in this area and
the result has been 482 projects,
primarily manufaciuring and
distribution facilities, with a
total cost of $268 million gen-
erating 60,000 jobs.

“In short, this is a sizable
geographical area with a siz-
able population that is now
growing, a well rounded econo-
my composed of agribusiness,
manufacturing, distribution,
mining, and commercial devel-
opment, Though it has received
outside help from government,
the dynamic job of economic
progress has been accomplished
primarily by the people them-
selves. Because of its location
on the edge of megalopolis but
beyond the; congesiion of the
major metropolitan centers, this
area can achieve its potential,
provided there is an adequate
rail system,” he stated.

Atty. Preate whzerved the
Economic Development Council
believes the DOT report “would|
have serious and grave impact|
on the future economic an
physical development of North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

He projected that the copse.l.

quences of the DOT recommen-
dations “would be serious
enough to represent a disaster
of the magnitude_ if not greater
than that which Tropical Storm
Aones broucht uron the re-

Displeasure on U.S.
Plan to Reorganize
Area Railroads Voiced

|tions which are invalid, Preate
said, ‘“the statistical analysis
and other inaccuracies make
[the report invalid for serious
consideration as an input to the
sdovelopment of a final system
plan.” He also noted that the
(report “only considers existing
situations and does not project,
estimate, nor forecast rail
transportation needs and serv-
ice requirements to any signifi-
cant year, such as 1980, 1990,
or 2000.”

“Until such time as a final
system plan -is finalized, the
EDCNP recommended that all
proposed cessation of service,
{a‘oandonments or declarations
{of excess rail service currently
being contemplated in our re-
|gion as well as the 22 counties
|comprising the Task Force be
!deferred; and that all existing
|rail lines and services be re-
{tained so that sufficient time
|can elapse to develop a thor-
{ough and comprehensive study
{of the rail system as previously
{outlined, 3

According to Howard J. Gross-
man, EDCNP executive direc-
tor, the council looks upon the
report of the Secretary of Trans-
portation as an initial reaction
subject to continuous review and
comment and to be changed ac-
cordingly in the future.

“EDCNP stands ready to as-
sist the commission as well as
all other agencies involved in
rail services and the movement
of goods and people in the adop-
tion and implementation of an
inter-modal system best suited
for the needs of today and to-
morrow throughout our region,”
Grossman concluded.

Gov. Milton J. Shapp, the first
Witness at the hearings, said
federal proposals to streamline
operations? would reduce sec-
ondary rail trackage in the
state 18 percent and immedi-
ately idle 56,400 men and wom-
en,

Shapp said rural areas would
be hit hardest if the Department
of Transportation succeeds in
abandoning 1,450 miles of track
it considers excess. DOT ad-
vanced the proposal last month.

U. S. Rep. Daniel Flood, a Lu-
zerne County Democrat who,
also testified, called the -cut-
backs ‘‘a blueprint for disaster.”

Besides the Penn Central Erie-
Lackawanna and Boston & Maine
the other ailing roads are Read-
ing, Lehigh Valley and Central
of New Jersey.

{ All are presently involving

n reorganization roceedins

bankruptey courts;
and all have sought—mostly un-
successfully—to reduce some
trackage which they considered
unprofitable because of little

|use.
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The Lehigh Valley Railroad|

will cease operations on June 30}capital funding for implementa-|

unless the federal government
comes across with financial as-
sistance, one of the bankrupt
carrier’s trustees said Monday.

Robert C. Haldeman, trustee,
testified at an Interstate Com-
merce Commission hearing at
the U.S. Naval Reserve Train-
ing Center, Avoca, that a fed-
eral grant is necessary to keep
the railroad running until the
entire northeast rail system is
restructured.

Haldeman and co-trustee
James F. Nash called for crea-
tion of the new Mid-Atlantic
Railroad to take in the bank-
rupt Lehigh Valley, Central of
New Jersey, Lehigh and Hudson
River, Lehigh and New England
and Reading systems.

The trustees were the first
representatives of regional rail-
roads to appear at the hearings
which opened Monday morning
into the U.S. Department of
Transportation: railroad reor-
ganization report.

Support had been expected for
the Mid-Atlantic Railroad pro-
posal which previously had been
submitted to DOT and the ICC.

Mid-Atlantic could be an al-
ternative to the proposed for-
profit Consolidated Rail Corpor-
ation which may be the end re-
sult of the Regicnal Rail Reor-
ganization Act of 1973, or both
could be formed to provide com-
petitive systems.

Haldeman said the act raises|

a number of possibilities for the i the Penn Central, Lewis said.|

Lehigh Valley since the act pro-
vides for an orderly restructur-|
ing of the northeast railroads. ’

“Unfortunately, recent events|

may place this goal for an|ent company. He too urged that and a mining engineer testity-
orderly restructuring in jeop- competition be continued and heing Monday at an ICC hearing|

ardy,” he said. Haldeman then|
told ICC administrative

ganization court order of Feb.|
20, 1974, to Lehigh Valley that
the carrier must pay, on a cur-
rent basis, the net settlements
owed to the Penn Central Rail-
road.

Payment of these settlements
will mean a cash drain of $380,-
000 per month, Haldeman said,
and the Lehigh Valley would
not continue in operation past
June 30.

The railroad’s only recourse
is to seek a federal govern-
ment grant, he said, and an
application has been made to
DOT., Haldeman said DOT ap-
pears ‘“‘reluctant” to make such
a grant,

If the Lehigh Valley termi-
nates service, the move will
have a “deleterious impact” on
established shipper-carrier op-
erations, Haldeman said, espec

_5-
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tion would require substantial

tion and generation of projected
economies,” they said.,

Another method for preserv-
ing competition, Haldeman and
Nash said, is extention of sol-

vent railroads such as the Nor-|

folk and Western and Chessie
systems, through purchase or
lease of tracks now operated by
bankrupt railroads.

The trustees said a hearing

set for April 8 in Federal Court, |

Philadelphia, will be important
in determining if the Lehigh
Valley can be reorganized on an
income basis. The recent order
requiring payments to the Penn

Central ‘“‘further erodes the pos-:

sibility of a traditional  reor-
ganization,” they said.
Andrew L. (Drew) Lewis,
trustee of the bankrupt Read-
ing Railroad, called for preser-
vation of the Reading as a “‘key
element” in a privately owned
and operated system of rail-
roads to serve the Mid-Atlantic
region. He offered support for

the new company of the same|
|

name,

Lewis also rapped the DOT
report, stating it failed to meet
either the growing developmen-
tal needs of the Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre area, or the re-
quirements of Philadelphia’s
port and commuter transporta-
tion systems.

compete with a federally-sub-
sidized CRC system that takes

Gregory Maxwell, president of
the Erie Lackawanna Railroad,
urged continued reorganiaztion

of that carrier as an independ-|

said the Erie Lackawanna

1aw;wou'ld be willing to pick up|Training Center,
judge George Morin of a reor-|Lehigh Valley customers in the urged retention of railroad lines.

Wilkes-Barre  and
areas if the LV folds.

Charles Allen, president of the
small Lehigh and New England
Railroad, cited that line’s role
in serving a growing industrial
area 'in the Lehigh Valley. He
said the LNE’s disposition will
depend on what happnes to the
Central Railroad of New Jersey
which holds LNE stock. The

Scranton

CNJ is bankrupt while the LNE |

is not, he said.

Further support of a Mid-
Atlantic Railroad came from
William G. Moore, president of
the 85-mile Lehigh and Hudson
River Railroad located in Ne
York State. This is the smallest
of fhe bankrupt northeastern
railroads,

Threats posed by the DOT re-
port to the solvent Delaware
and _Hydso_r'l__ Railway were out-

e lo gl ANIT__®

W1 (Coal Research. He said he pro-

}

AT RAILROAD HEARING — Gov. Milton Shapp, left, discusses

crisis with Congressman Daniel J. Flood, center,

and Joseph M. M

prior to the Interstate Commerce Commission hearings at Avoca.
All three men offered testimony in the early hours of the heari

take testimony day and night all week.
Those testifying expressed strong opposition to U. S. Department

proposals to eliminate so-called ‘“‘excess” trackage in this area.

\

Loss of Railroads W

Prevent Tapping of

A Mid-Atlantic Railroad could Elimination of mamn and con-|the matter will be taken up at|cent sulpt

necting railroad lines in Norih-|
|eastern  Pennsyivania would|
prevent tapping of large coal
reserves to meet the nation's
|pressing energy needs, the In:
tterstate Commerce Commission
lwas told Monday.

| Anthracite industry officials

at the U. S. Naval Reserve
Avoca, all

Roger J. Howell, Taylor, for-
mer ‘federal and state mining
official and now a Cconsulting
|engineer, said it is generally
accepted that 364 million tons
of anthracite are recoverablc
in the anthracite fieids.
| In addition to coal under-
ground, Howell said 863 refuse
banks in the region contain 910
million tons of material re-
jected in the processing of vari-
ous sizes of coal. New tech-
niques permit use of some of
this material, he said.

Howell said he is a member
lof the General Technical Advi-
lzory Committee of the Office of

posed at an OCR meeting in
January that a program of re-
search and development to as-
sist in recovery of coal in the
refuse banks be undertaken and

the next OCR meeting, which
has not been scheduled.

Branch railroad lines are nes-
essary to move this coal ma-
terial to the nearest available
preparation plants, he said.

“It is expected that anthra-
cite mining will be accelerated
to the extent that the tonnage
of anthracite shipped to market
over frack systems connecting
this region will, in the next dec-
ade, be near 10 times present
production or reach 60 million
tons annually,” Howell said,
with continued increases as
conversion to coal is set in mo-
tion through research and de-
velopment.

Howell said elimination of
rail lines would “jerk the rug”
out from under plans to use coal
to meet energy needs and make
the United States self sufficient.

James Tedesco, president of
Pagnotti Ccal Company, said
adequate railrood facilities are
“indispensible to the continua-
tion and expansion of our min-
ing operations.”

He listed these ‘‘basic ele-
ments’’ of the industry:

1) There is an estimated 16.-
000,000,000 tons of Anthracite re-
serves, of which 8,000,000,000
tons is considered recoverable.

2) Anthracite is a low sulphur
fuel, containing less than 7 per-

carbon pr
proximate
These ing
{newed inty
|thracite,
stated em
3) In
|companies
duction ol
35 prepal
operation,
4) App
are empl
the: indusi
5) The
ihave subs
the coal
preparati
stripping
equipmen
Tedesce
that the |
a ‘Nation:
ing in gre
and thus
lines shot
to any &
properties
Peansylvi
Charles
oi Blue |
ley, said
mean th
Cail proc
zeme Co
fed all 3
Lackawa




§4 —IT¢







“HYR &

Wilkes Hosts !!eal Estate Assessing Seminar

Wilkes Colleges Center for the Perforr;ing Art was Thomas P. Garrity, director of th

- = v . » e Luzerne County As-

t“r‘:d Se:i"“g Th;:rscli._ay and Friday for a seminar on the “In-  gessors Office, coordiiated the program, which was !s,pon-
uction t,? the Fundamentals of Assessing and Appraising g gt .

Real Estate. sored by the Assessor Association of Pennsylvaina and ap-

Close to 60 assessors from 10 Northeastern Pennsylvania  proved under the Title VIII grant of the Pennsylvania De-
counties participated in the two-day conclave. The group is partment of Community Affairs.
pictured in session.

Aprit

s N R a . 4 3 (Ace Hoffman Phete) -
| MRS. REIF'S PAINTING IN SHOW — Dr. Charles B. Reif, treasurer, Wyoming Valley
Art League, helps his wife, Caroline, hang her picture in Members® Exhibition presently on
view in quarters of the First National Bank of Eastern Pennsylvania, This is one time when
Dr. Reiff, who generally has a painting in this- show, is not represented.
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Wilcox: Says
Fuclg/Rulcs |
‘Complicated’

Places to call regarding ques-
tions on fuels were outlined by
Willlam Wilcox, state fuels al-
Wocations officer and secretary
‘ epartment of Commnm;ty
irs, at a public meeting
onday night at Pennsy}vama
tate University’s Worthington
Sceranton campus, Dunmore.
Approximately 300 persons were
in attendance.
Wilcox emphasized the Com-
monwealth in the Federal :Al-
location . Program is working
with..a “*“complicated set” of
I‘Ade:alp«{egulMdgrgo-'
ing interpretation and revisiom|
in a complex marketing situa-
tion with an absence of basic
statistical data. -
“On this shaky and uncer-
tain base he explained, “we are
trying hard to establish an ad-
ministrative and organizational
mechanism to assist the people
of Pennsylvania. .
“Frankly, I doubt that any
government has faced a more
difficult problem of this particu-
lar type since the hectic days
at the beginning of World War
1.” y

Wilcox also said the state is
limited to recommending .fuel
allocations for “exceptional
hardship assistance’” on a
month-to-month basis. 3

State may not recommend oil
transfers either between major
oil companies or from major
oil companies to the end user.|

Chnba 2r me=me=itiad L. Tadawall.
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;tb Will Train 2"
;S!lelter Managers

rected toward the use of schools
and churches as mass care cen-
ters. Trained personnel are
needed to organize and conduct
operations when a shelter is
activated to receive the evacuees.
General Townend stated that

A shelter manager's course “the most logical groups that
‘wﬂl be initiated on Tuesday, it/should take sheltegrr rganager
Was announced by Gen. Frank|training are church organiza-
Townend, County Civil Defense|tions. Especially those who nor-

director.

mally prepare dinners for church

{ During the June flood, trained|functions.” He further urged
shelter managers were in short|that school organizations such as
supply. The purpose of the PTAs, take this training. i

course is to train interested in-
dividuals in management of a
shelter during a disaster period.
t Civil Defense planning is di-

Albert Edwards, a staff assis-
tant for the County Civil De-
fense, will conduct the training.
The course will be held on Tues-

e s ,/73 ‘

O

day even;n s, one night a week,
for a period of four weeks.
The sessions will be held at
the Luzerne County Civil De-
fense Control Center, sub-base-
ment of ‘the Luzerne County
Court House.

Subjects to be covered during
the course are, managing a
shelter, plans and preparations
in establishing a shelter, feed-
ing, housing, clothing and regis-
trations of evacuees. Care of the

aged, infants and sick or in-
jured.

The public is invited to at-

tend the course. There is no
charge for the course or in-

structional material that will be
issued.

FfHURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1!

Government Study Commissions
Invited to Conference Nov. 17

Pennsylvania’s Department of
Community Affaairs will sponsor
a conference and workshop for
members of the Government
Study Commission in North-
eastern Pennsylvania Nov. 17 at
King’s College, according to an
announcement by Edwin A. Sites,
regional director. 3

Invitations were distributed
Wednesday to members of the
Wilkes-Barre Charter Study Com-
mission in session at the City
Hall by Leo McGowan of the

Community Affairs staff.

McGowan explained the state
unit is working with 10 study
commissions in the Northeastern
Pennsylvania area. He noted the
Department of Community Af-
fairs is assisting charter study
commissions in counties, cities,
boroughs and townships.

The session at King’s College
will deal with the problems of
cities, boroughs, and townships.

Another session is planned for

the county study commissions

Ot 2‘3‘; /D7 2
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Dec. 1 at Philadelphia.

A steering committee, repre-
senting borough, city and town-
ship commissions has been
formed to work with us in de-
veloping a program. Committee

Scranton and John McGlynn,
Wilkes-Barre. This group will
meet Friday at King's College.

McGowan observed the session
will afford a good opportunity
to discuss problems and proced-
ures with commission members
from other communities, as well

as benefiting from the views and

iopinions of experts in the field.

|
|
|

|
|

members are John Hibbard,|,
Kingston Township; Vincent La-
porte, Freeland, Timothy Scully,|
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‘Efandinetti 2nd W ilkes Gri

3rd Honors '
For Tackle

1 Wilkes College’s Jeff Grandi-
netti reached the zenith of his
collegiate athletic career yester-
day by being named to the
American Football Coaches
Association “Kodak All-Ameri-
can’ football team.

The 6-3, 230-pound senior de-
fensive tackle is the first Wilkes
gridder to achieve All-Ameri-
'can status since Joe Wiend! was
selected to the 1967 and 1968
Kodak second team.

Grandinetti is only the second
player in Colonel history to be
mentioned on the first team.
Last Wilkesman to turn the
trick was the late Joe Gallagher
in 1948,

Blue and Gold second-team
players were Jim: Brunza (1961)
and Wiendl (1967, 68) while Russ
[Pieton (1952), George Elias
((1952), Paul Gronka (1953), Bill
Farish (1956). Ron Rescigno
(1956, 57), Al Yatko (1966), Bill
Layden (1967, 68), Joe Skvarla
(1968), Joe Zakowski (1968),
'Bruce Comstock (1968), and Ted
Yeager (1970) have gained
Honorable Mention.

Earlier this month Grandi-
netti was named to the All-East

a brilliant 1973 season, register-
ing five fumble recoveries,
touchdown on a blocked punt,
toucrdown on a blocked punt,|
and « picking up still another|
batted down pigskin. He was a|
major reason for the Colonel
ldefense claiming a new season
lstandard of 24 pass intercep-
tions. '

Members of the 22-man Col-
lege Division IT squad: Defense
—Mike Lumkin, 6-1, 190-pound
sr. (B) University of the South:
Rahart Marriss. 6-0. 195-pound

(Photo by Ace Hoffman)

CONGRATULATIONS FROM WILKES OFFICIAI,S—WﬂkeQ College ¢ampus was bub-
bling with excitement vesterday over the selection of senior defensive tackle Jeff Grandi-
netti to the Coaches All-American Team. Shown congratulating the lineman are left to

right, Colonel Ath

(ECAC) squad snd on Monday »-———
was singled out on the MAC’
Northern Division team, |
The Lakewood, N.J., star had|

letic Director John Reese, Grandinetti, and Wilkes President Francis J.

ld=/3~73

‘Shapp's Tax Rebate
Proposal Is Rejected

| Harrisburg ® — Majority
House Republicans rejected the
Shapp administration’s tax re-
bate proposal Wednesday, re-
stating their commitment to
permanent rather than one-shot
tax reductions,
By a 100-80 vote along
straight party lines, Republican
revailed in refusing to accept
rebate system proposed by
e governor and passed by the
Democrat-controlled Senate last
week.
_The measure would have pro-
ded tax refunds of 10 per cent

3 X 2>
e . g)/

£

on personal income taxes and 5
per cent rebates on each of
nine business taxes. The $155
million package would have ap-
plied only to taxes paid for
calendar 1973.

Rather than accept the ad-
ministration’'s proposal for re-|
bates from 1973 taxes, the Re-
publicans say, they would opt
for no tax relief at all, putting|
unneeded state revenue into a
special fund for possible use if
fuel shortages push the econo-

P4

my into a tailspin. |
1473
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WIHRECS LOUCSC S JCII Ulandl-
netti reached the zenith of his
collegiate athletic career yester-
day by being named to the
American Football Coaches
Association “Kodak All-Ameri-
can” footbhall team.

The 6-3, 230-pound senior de-
fensive tackle is the first Wilkes
gridder to achieve All-Ameri-
can status since joe Wiend! was
selected to the 1967 and 1968
Kodak second team.

Grandinetti is only the second
player in Colonel history to be
mentioned on the first team.
Last Wilkesman to turm the
trick was the late Joe Gallagher

in 1948,

Blue and Geld second-team
players were Jim Brunza (1961)
and Wiend! (1967, 68) while Russ
Picton (1952), George Elias
(1952), Paul Gronka (1953), Bill
Farish (1956). Ron Rescigno
(1956, 57), Al Yatko (1966), Bill
Layden (1967, 68), Joe Skvarla
(1968), Joe Zakowski (1968),
Bruce Comstock (1968), and Ted
Yeager (1970) have gained
Honorable Mention.

Earlier this month Grandi-
netti was named to the All-East
(ECAC) squad snd on Monday*?

(Photo by Ace Hoffman)

_ CONGRATULATIONS FROM WILKES OFFICIALS—Wilkes College campus was bub-
bling with excitement yesterday over the selection of senior defensive tackle Jeff Grandi-
netti to the Coaches All-American Team. Shown congratulating the lineman are left to
ﬂgh}ti, 1?o}oruel Athletic Director John Reese, Grandinetti, and Wilkes President Francis J.

ichelini. ' y -

was singled out on the MAC
Northern Division team.

The Lakewood, N.J., star had
a brilliant 1973 season, register-
ing five fumble recoveries,
touchdown on a blocked punt,
toucrdown on 2 blocked punt,
and ‘picking up still another
batted down pigskin. He was a
major reason for the Colonel
defense claiming a new season
standard of 24 pass intercep-
tions. '

‘Members of the 22-man Col-
lege Division II squad: Defense
—Mike Lumkin, 6-1, 190-pound
sr. (E) University of the South:
Robert Morriss, 6-0, 195-pound
sr. (E) Georgetown; William
Chandler, 6-4, 240-pound jr. (T)
Northwood; Edward Taylor, 6-3,'
225-pound sr. (T) Lane; Jeff]
Grandinetti, 6-3, 230-pound sr.|
(T) Wilkes; Michael Reams, 35-
10, 190-pound sr. (LB) Millsaps;
Richard Grissom, 6-2, 230-pound
sr. (LB) Gardner-Webb; Rich-
ard Pontius, 6-0, 175-pound sr.
(DB) Westminster; Darryl
Crawford, 6-1, 175-pound sr.|
(DB) Colorado College; Scotty
Hamilton, 5-9, 170-pound sr.
(DB) Glenville St.; and Charles
Waite, 62, 170-pound sr. (DB) S.
Dakota Tech.

Offensive choices were Stu
Watking (E) Washington Uni-|
versity (St. Louis); John Strada|
(E) William Jewell; Steve Dron-
gowski (G) Wittenberg; Earl
McMahon (G) Maryville; James|!
Person (T) Montana Tech; Rob-
ert Martin (T) Augustana; Rob-|
ert Heller (C) Wesleyan; Bob
Dulich (QB) U. of San Diego;
Bill Johnson (RB) Widener; Da-
vid Wehmeyer (RB) Texas Lu-
theran; Fred Scott (FL) Am-
herst. '

—




Police Radio Covers

87 P.C. of

The operations center for
TLuzerne County’s police radio
network, which opened its sig-
nal channels three years ago
in the sub-basement of ' the
Courthouse, was toured by the
industrial visitation committee,
Greater Wilkes-Barre 'Chamber
of Commerce.

The local chamber, through
its public services committee,
began working for creation of
the countywide “system in 1965,
with the support of the Institute
of Regional Affairs and Lu-
zerne County Civil Defense, and
the net handled its first radio
traffic in November 1970.

During its bri\sgng prior to a
tour of the control center, the
chamber unit was told by com-
munications chief Robert Pis-
sott and Civil Defense Director

icholas Souchik that the com-
munications center now has di-
rect contact with 48 of the
county’s 74 political subdivi-
sions, representing 65 percent of

the municipalities and providing|,

increased police protection to
more than 87 percent of the
County’s population.
Pointing. up the dramatic in-
crease in the use of the system

during its short history, Pissott|i
chamber delegation

told the
more than 1,200 general alarm
calls were handled by the cen-
ter in 1973, with only 450 such
calls recorded during the first
full year of operation. These
calls include armed robbery,
automebile theft, larceny, homi-
cide and missing persons.

Complaint calls totaled 3,500
during the period as compared
to 2,200 three years ago, Pissott
noted. These calls involve such
thrings as domestic disturb-
ances, burglary attempts and
animal « distress., Also listed
under this category were fire
an ambulance calls.

The third major category, ve-
hicle registration bulletins, cov-
ers license plate identification
to determine motor vehicle own-

Population

Chamber delegation
viewed the Uniscope system
which is tied in with 300 termi-
in Pennsylvania, including

police units, other com-
cations networks similar to
ne County’s and the State

.‘The group was informed

ad with the State Police com-

pute g:. Hershey, expanding its

communications capability to 48

statds as well as the FBI's Na-

%n Crime Information Cen-
ashington.

olas Souchik, executive di-
o of I_,uzeme County Civil
& ?o with overall responsi-
{ for the functioning of the

radio pet, stated proposals
are peing developed to tie in
ambjlance and fire units with
the pommunications center on
%p; ate frequencies during
;Sm hik credited development

i radio net to efforts of
r Wilkes-Barre Chamber
mmerce, Institute of Re-
Affairs and Luzerne

inancial support of Lu-
County Commissioners and
ernor’s Justice Commis-
as a vital factor in mak-
e system a reality.

Civil Defense, adding -

| (Photo by Ace Hoffman)

' OBSERVE RADIO NETWORK — Representatives of the industrial visitation commit--

tee, Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Commerce, look on as Radio Operator James Sira-

cuse, handles a routine motor vehicle registration check during their tour of the com-
munications center, Luzerne County police radio network.

Standing from left are Nicholas Souchik, executive director, Luzerne County Civil
Defense; Samuel Bannan, chairman of the Chamber’s visitation unit; Robert Pissot, com-
munications oﬁlcer;_ and David Coyle, a member of the Chamber delegation.

_Functioning with only 22 radio components during its first year of operation, includ-
ing fixed base stations, mobile units and portable radios, the greatly expanded network
now operates with 260 integrated pieces of radio equipment.

~
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~ter in 1973, with only 450 such

Police Radio Covers
87 P.C. of Population

The operations center for|] The Chamber delegation
Luzerne County’s police radio{viewed the Uniscope system
network, which opened its sig-|which is tied in with 300 termi-
nal channels three years agoinals in Pennsylvania, including
in the sub-basement of the|local police units, other com-
Courthouse, was toured by the munications networks similar to
industrial visitation committee,{Luzerne County’s and the State
Greater Wilkes-Barre ‘Chamber|Police. The group was informed
of Commerce. the local control centeris also

The local chamber, through linked with the State Police com-
its public services committee, |Puter in Hershey, expanding its
began working for creation of cOmmunications capability to 48
the countywide ‘System in 1965, |States as well as the FBI's Na-
with the support of the Institute|tional Crime Information Cen-
of Regional Affairs and Lu.|ter In Washington. '
zerne County Civil Defense, and Nicholas Souchik, executive di-
the net handled its first radio rector of Luzerne County Civil
traffic in November 1970. gii.fte;sfe wtgg fgnvec{iall, resgfonsi-

During its briefing prior to a|> ¥ 10T oning of the
tour of the wn\mlgcznter. the Police radio get, stated proposals
chamber unit was told by com- areblt;:mg developed to tie in
munications chief Robert Pis-:lf; co;smeu:incgti%m umt;rwnh
sott and Civil Defense Director | eoe. 18, oo
Nichillas Sotichik that the com-|-opo e frequencies during

X . 11974
munications center now has di- : e
Bect coftact Wil 48- 8¢ fhe Souchik credited development

county’s 74 political subdivi- gret:érr%(vi'lﬂieggart:e egl?g:beoﬁ
sions, representing 65 percent of|,¢ ‘ymmerce, Institute of Re-

lities and providing|eions Affairs and Luzerne

ed police protection 1o0|Couply Civil Defense, adding -

more than 87 percent of the|{hat financial su

) s ) pport of Lu-

Coun'ty s population. zerne County Commissioners and
Pointing, up the dramatic in-|the Covernor’s Justice Commis-

crease in the use of the system|sion was a vital factor in mak-

during its short history, Pis ing tie system a reality.

: ] - (Photo by
"~ OBSERVE RADIO NETWORK — Representatives of the industrial visitati
tee, Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Commerce, look on as Radio Operator J
cuse, hapdles a routine motor vehicle registration check during their tour ¢
munications center, Luzerne County police radio network. .
Standing from left are Nicholas Souchik, executive director, Luzerne C
Defense; Samuel Bannan, chairman of the Chamber’s visitation unit; Robert F
munications officer; and David Coyle, a member of the Chamber delegation.
Functioning with only 22 radio components during its first year of operat
ing fixed base stations, mobile units and portable radios, the greatly expand
now operates with 260 integrated pieces of radio equipment.

told the chamber delegation
more than 1,200 general alarm
calls were handled by the cen-

calls recorded during the first
full year of operation. These
calls include armed robbery,
automobile theft, larceny, homi-
cide and missing persons.

Complaint calls totaled 3,500
during the period as compared
to 2,200 three years ago, Pissott
noted. These calls involve such
thrings as domestic disturb-
ances, burglary attempts and
animal  distress. Also listed
under this category were fire
an ambulance calls,

The third major category, ve-
hicle registration bulletins, cov-
ers license plate identification
to determine motor vehicle own-
ership for law enforcement
agencies. This cataegory jumped
from 500 calls during the first
year of operation to some 14,
000 calls in 1973,

Responsible for manning the’
sy stem around-the-clock are
John Blanda, chief dispatcher
and radio operators Charlton
Kase, Theodore Fetchner, Jo-
seph Walters, John Zegarski,
James Ruth and James Sira-
cuse.
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6 Coﬁmunitiés Get State Grants
Totaling More Than $18,800,000

The State Department of Com-
munity Affairs presented seven
urban renewal grants worth
more than $18,800,000 to six com-
munities Thursday afternoon.

One of the grants, totaling
$733,332, was for the contro-
versial Lower Broadway urban
‘renewal project in Nanticoke.
Residents of that neighborhood
'have gone to court to stop the
|project. :

The grant of $14,280,638 to
Kingston Borough was the largest
ever made by the state.

William H. Wilcox, Secretary
of Community Affairs, made the
presentation of the grant con-
tracts in the DCA flood recovery
team office at 361 Wyoming Ave.,
Kingston.

Nanticoke Redevelopment Au
thority administers the project
in that city, while the Luzerne
County Redevelopment Authority
handles the others. v

Grants announced were: Kings-
ton Borough, $14,280,638; Ed-
wardsville Borough, $1,738,234;
Plymouth Township, two proj-
ects, $1,115,834 and $237,329; Wy-
oming Borough, $707,800; Lu-
zerne Borough $73,305, and Nan-
ticoke City, $733,332. .

In all cases, additional funding
is coming from the U. S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
‘Development.
| Sen. T. Newell Wood, on hand
for the announcement, said the
— $ane o

n.; NS Fy'i' ’r]far "

ley but all of Pennsylvania are
determined this state will re-
cover from last year's tragedy.”
He said the awarding of the con-
tracts is proof that government
can function after a disaster.

Wilcox said $22,000,000 was ap-
proved previously for urban re-
newal! projects in Wilkes-Barre,
and more grant announcements
will be forthcoming.

Grants for two communities
are being held up by a dispute
over use of Abrahams Creek for
surface runoff, Wilcox said. This
problem, involving Swoyersville
and Forty Fort Boroughs, has

DCA, he said.

“We will meet next week with
officials of the Department of
Environmental Resources and
the two boroughs. We intend to
resolve this problem and get
the grants approved,” Wilcox
said. He said HUD will be asked
to send representation to the
session.

Rep. Fred Shupnik said Thurs-
day he is arranging the meet-
ing with the officials of the
Swoyersville and Forty Fort
'communities, Secretary of Com-
'munity Affairs Wilcox and En-

vironmental Resources en g i-

neers in an attempt to resolve
the situation of Abrahams Creek
which is holding back the grants.
‘| Shupnik also stressed the im-
|portance of the Abraham Creek
‘project in the scheme of im-
1proving flood protection.

| Regarding the Lower Broad-
|way situation at Nanticoke,
‘Wilcox said there have been no
protests from the city or its
Ivodevelonment authority regard-

the objections should be resolved.

idents contend they should have

There have been protests from|Court has been asked to issue
residents, Wilcox 'said, and he|an injunction stopping the proj-
applauds them for turning tolect and preventing the signing
the courts since that is where|of any contracts such as the one

The State has held to the po-| Judge Maicolm Muir, Lewis-
sition that where state and fed-| burg, has been assigned the
eral funds are available to per-|case. He has not yet set a date
mit clearance from areas un-for a hearing on the request for
protected from floods of 100-year a preliminary injunction.
magnitude, the project should| Also on hand for the Wilcox
proceed on that basis. ““That is news conference were Rep. Fred
the position we have to hold inJ. Shupnik; Mayor Charles
Nanticoke, and we will continue/ Bankes, Councilman Ralph
to hold to it,”” the secretary said.[Brown and Raymond Lowery,

‘The Lower Broadway area res- borough administrator, all of

the right to decide if they want ecutive director of Luzerne Coun-
to leave or stay, The Federallty Redevelopment Authority.

announced Thursday by the state.

Kingston, and James Price, ex-

their flood damaged

Community Affairs William H.
Wilcox said Thursday.

communities who will be mak-
ing the rebates with state funds.

Flood Home Owners
Can Get Tax Rebates

) = . -
Flood victims who still owned|join in the program, he said.
property| Most communities did this last
as of Jan, 1, 1973, should be eli-|{spring, ;
gible for rebates on their 1972| In addition, the Department is
property taxes, Secretary of|sending each community in-

Wilcox said his department is roactive to January 1. l
giving this advice to some 150

prin

volved a letter suggesting their
resolution should be made ret-

This will insure that flood vic-|
tims who held onto their prop-{
erty for at least half a year
after the flood will be eligible‘

been given ‘high priority” by}

p The property tax rebates were : :

€ proc¢ e G ' Tawiclacl a—=ahata_ Wilcox said

SIS ﬁ?%wm ed by the state legisla-|“" il -
ture last year, and siz,ooo’,m:; i

been set aside to make them,
Wilcox said. ’

However, the law says that
only property owners ‘“at the
time of the rebate” can actu-
ally get their tax money back.
The rebates will not be made for
several more weeks — raising
the question of whether flood vic-
tims who recently sold their
property are eligible.

Wilcox said that discussions
with legislators and Justice De-
partment officials have con-|
vinced him these flood victims
are eligible, ,

The phrase “at the time of the
rebate”” will be interpretated to
mean the date when each com-
munity passed a resolution to

|
|

!
|
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Aerial photo on the left graphicaly depicts the restoration work at the
dike near the Forty Fort Cemetery, which was also the scene of major re-
pairs. Part of the cemetery that was washed away along with about 2,000
graves lies in the right center of the picture. Additional repair work on the

dike behind the cemetery will include installation of sheet piling.

Army Engineers to Widen
River Channel in Area
Of Market Street Bridge

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers yesterday disclosed
that, contrary to recent talk of demolition or raising
of the Market Street Bridge, that historic city land-
mark will likely remain as is.

1A corps spl;)kesman saidq
pighs’ axe eing f°1‘¥n“' was quoted saying, “
lated to widen the river peopleq in thisa‘faneyyw%'nt Jr‘ff
channel at the bridge location.|tection against another Agnes

TThe rivar had wonld he dredoedl and +he A wasr and saverunna olcal

—|dikes with two feet of topping,

Restoration of Dikes C: ntinues Lbcdlly |

for the wee

®-

it was explained the corps is in on River Street, Wilkes-Barre
the second of a three phase in vicinity of Northampton
program, geared toward prot Street. Temporary protection
tion against a 335 year fl was also provided around the
of the Agnes type. | Breslau Bridge abutment in

Tom Lawson, a former Wilkes-/ Plymouth under an extension
Barre man, serving as chief ind to this contract. by
spector-engineer for the corps| Bank stabilization, G. Piconti,
in ‘this area, said Phase I resjcontractor; contract amount:
ferred to restoring the I $518,955.70; started Jan. 27, 1973
to preflood elevations. Phasgjand completed Aug. 4, 1973,
I, the phase currently in P Stabilized 1.800 feet of eroded
ress, involves the raising bank at Mohawk Street, Forty
|Fort and provided riprap pro-

Phase III involves adding fiy tection.
feet to the dikes and raising Additional work done under
bridges. |contract to provide design pro-
Reviewing the corps work sol(ection to the first 800 feet of

et

Workers from C. J. Langénfelder and Sons of Baltimore, are pictured in
the photo at right as they drive the last “rack” of sheet piling before quitting
nd. The piling is driven 35 feet into the ground and results

" in a three foot addition to the height of the earthen levees.—(Ace Hoffman.)

the levees about two feet with
each embankment from the
Carey Avenue Bridge to the
Wilkes-Barre Connecting Rail-
way Bridge from South Stree to
Market Street and also a small
'section in the Breslau area of
Hanover Township. Sheet piling
to be driven 35 feet into the
levee between the Wilkes-Barre
Connecting Railway and the
Old River Road pumping station.
In the near future, the section
from Market Street to the Union
Street pumping station will be
raised with earth embankment.

As of yesterday this project

was 409, complete.

the Wilkes-Barre (;onnecting-‘
Railway Bridge in Kingston to|
Woodward Pumping  Station|
which is behind Elby’s Restau-'
rant on U.S. 11. d

In this work, the levee section|
behind Gateway Apartments;
will have to be removed to‘i
build the discharge structure of
the pump station. A coffer dam
will be built before any con-
struction to provide protection
of full design height at all times
during construction. As of yes-
terday, this project was 25%
complete.

Swoyersville-Forty Fort con-
tract is expected to be awarded
shortly to begin work on the
levee at the Forty Fort Ceme-
tery. Piling downstream of the
cemetery will be pulled and re-
driven where it has subsided
substantially. Also under this
contract, the bank stabilization

project will be transitioned into
the cemetery project to provide|
a smoother flow pattern. The|




Aerial photo on the left graphicaly depicts the restoration work at the
dike near the Forty Fort Cemetery, which was also the scene of major re-
pairs. Part of the cemetery that was washed away along with about 2,000
graves lies in the right center of the picture. Additional repair work on the

dike behind the cemetery will include installation of sheet piling.

Army Engineers to Widen

Workers from C. J. Langenfelder and Sons of Baltimore, are pictured
the photo at right as they drive the last “rack” of sheet piling before quitti
for the weekend. The piling is driven 35 feet into the ground and resu

in a three foot addition to the height of the earthen levees.—(Ace Hoffma

River Channel in Area
Of Market Street Bridge

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers yesterday disclosed
hat, contrary to recent talk of demolition or raising
f the Market Street Bridge, that historic city land-
nark will likely remain as is.

A corps spokesman said
ylans are being formu-
ated to widen the river
*hannel at the bridge location.
'he river bed would be dredged
ind the entire channel paved
it that point. These plans are
seen as a viable alternative to
lemolishing or raisin the
yridge, the spokesman saiﬁ.

Raising the bridge, according
0 engineering sources, would
nvolve the demolition of much
yrime central city real estate
n West Market Street including
he Sterling Hotel and home of-
ices of most of the city’s bank-
ng institutions. “I don’t think
ts realistic to think along these
ines,” said one corps official.

This information was released
1s a controversy continues to
rage locally over a statement
made Wednesday by Col Robert
McCarry, a Baltimore District
Engineer for the corp., projected
that a $62.1 million dike and
yridge improvement project to
suard against future flooding
would require a 50% local
offort, or $31,000,000.

Edmund C. Wideman, chair-
man of the Luzerne County
Commissioners, lashed out at
the corps on Friday, calling the
statement a ‘new twist.” He
said local officials were under
the impression that the project
would be split 75-25 with the
federal government assuming
the bulk. He added the state was
supposed to pick up half the re-
maining 25%, leaving govern-
ments to pay $7.5 million.

A check of the records
shows that on January 9,
1973, corps officials met with
local and county officials at
the Court House and said then
that the local effort would be
$32.9 million or 50%,.

At that meeting, Wideman

was quoted as saying, “The
people in this valley want pro-
tection against another Agnes
and the Army and everyone else
should plan for it. The people
cannot and will not -accept any-
thing less.”

Spokesman for the corps told
this newspaper the $62 million
plan involves raising 'the dike
an additional five feet and hik-
ing the bridges accordingly.
Failure to raise 'the bridges
could result in the local spans
turning into dams at 'times of
high water, thus being responsi-
ble for much flooding.

The Corps was quick to add
that local governments can de-
cide not 'to raise the bridges
and satisfy themselves with only
dike improvements. This deci-
sion would reduce the local.
effort from million to roughly
$2 million.

However, such a decision
could negate the good which
might come from raising the
level of the dikes five -feet. It
was also stressed that raising
the dikes five feet without also
raising the height of ithe bridges
could mean local governments
would be forced to assume the
entire cost of replacing ‘these
bridges if they were washed
away by high water, such as
the North Street Bridge was in
June, 1972.

The corps spokesman said
this could happen if the spans
were destroyed without flooding
occuring in nearby communities.
Such a situation might prompt
the federal government to refuse
declaring the region a disaster
area, forcing local governmenits
to bear 'the costs of replacing
the spans.

Recapping its work fto date, a 400-foot section of bank

it was explained the corps is in
the second of a three phase
program, geared toward protec-
tion against a 335 year flood
of the Agnes type.

Tom Lawson, a former Wilkes-
Barre man, serving as chief in-
spector-engineer for the corps
in this area, said Phase I re-
ferred to restoring the levees
to pre-flood elevations. Phase
II, the phase currently in prog-
ress, involves the raising the
dikes with two feet of topping.

Phase III involves adding five
feet to the dikes and raising the
bridges.

Reviewing the corps work so
ar, Lawson listed the following
achievements:

Levee stabilization, John Con-
nolly, contractor; $224,692 con-
tract, started Jan. 23, 1973,
completed April 10, 1973; pro-
vided protection for a length of
800 feet in the vicinity of the
Forty Fort Cemetery. Sub drains

-

provided to carry sub surface|
water to Abraham’s Creek.
Woodward Pumping Station in
Kingston was dredged and the

the levees about two feet
each embankment from
Carey Avenue Bridge to
Wilkes-Barre Connecting

way Bridge from South Str
Market Street and also a
section in the Breslau are
Hanover Township. Sheet |
to be driven 35 feet infc
levee between the Wilkes-|
Connecting Railway and
Old River Road pumping st:
In the near future, the se
from Market Street to the (
Street pumping station wi
raised with earth embanki

As of yesterday this pr
was 409, complete.
i Raising Levee

In Kingston - Edwards
Addy Asphalt has a cor
for $407,127.50 for raising
levee with earth embank
approximately two feet
Rutter Avenue in Kingston
point 500 feet downstrear
the Pierce Street Bridge

on River Street, Wilkes-Barre
in vicinity of Northampton
Street, Temporary protection
was also provided around the
Breslau Bridge abutment in

‘an extension
to this contract.

Bank stabilization, G. Piconti,
contractor; contract amount:
$518,955.70; started Jan. 27, 1973
and completed Aug. 4, 1973.
Stabilized 1,800 feet of eroded
bank at Mohawk Street, Forty
Fort and provided riprap pro-
tection.

Additional work done under
contract to provide design pro-
tection to the first 800 feet of
the project.

Projects currently under way
with a completion date set for
about mid-October include levee
subsidence repairs in Wilkes-
Barre and Hanover Township,
C. J. Langenfelder, contractor;
contract amount: $812,414.50.

This project includes raising

Wyoming Avenue drainage‘,
structure catwalk in Wyoming|
was repaired. Miscellaneous ero-|
sion repairs in Plymouth, Kings-|
ton, Edwardsville, Forty Fort
and Swoyersville were done by|
extending the contract.

Repairs to the Erie-Lackwan-
na Flood Barrier, Gasparini Ex-
cavating Company, contract
amount, $38,800; started Feb. 3,
1973 and completed April 3,
1973. . Storage house for the
flood barrier was rebuilt. Also,
channels in the abutment were
repaired and painted.

Levee Subsidence repairs,
Addy Asphalt contractor; con-
tract amount, $251,310. Raised
approximately 7,800 linear feet
of levee to restore design ele-
vation lost by settlement due to
mine subsidence. Areas include
Hanover, from Carey Avenue to
the Breslau Bridge; Kingston
from Market Street 500 feet up-
stream to the Pierce Street|
Bridge; area upstream of the
Forty Fort Cemetery, also the
levee around the Loveland
Pumping Station in Edwardsville|,
was repaired to cut off a seep-
age problem.

Riprap was also placed on
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Aerial photo on the left graphicaly depicts the restoration work at the
dike near the Forty Fort Cemetery, which was also the scene of major re-
pairs. Part of the cemetery that was washed away along with about 2,000
graves lies in the right center of the picture. Additional repair work on the
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dike behind the cemetery will include installation of sheet piling.

Army Engineers to Widen
River Channel in Area
Of Market Street Bridge

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers yesterday disclosed
that, contrary to recent talk of demolition or raising

of the Market Street Brid

ge, that historic city land-

mark will likely remain as is.

A corps spokesman said:

plans are being formu-
lated to widen the river
channel at the bridge location.
The river bed would be dredged
and the entire channel paved
at that point. These plans are
seen as a viable alternative to
demolishing or raisin the
bridge, the spokesman said.

Raising the bridge, according
to engineering sources, would
involve the demolition of much
prime central city real estate
on West Market Street including
the Sterling Hotel and home of-
fices of most of the city’s bank-
ing institutions. “I don’t think
its realistic to think along these
lines,” said one corps official.

This information was released
as a controversy continues to
rage locally over a statement
made Wednesday by Col Robert
McCarry, a Baltimore District
Engineer for the corp., projected
that a $62.1 million dike and
bridge improvement project to
guard against future flooding
would require a 509 local
effort, or $31,000,000.

Edmund C. Wideman, chair-
man of the Luzerne County

tea.3 e %

it

was quoted as saying, “The
people in this valley want pro-

:‘.).___ -

[Barre man, serving as chief in-|

Restoration of Dikes Continues Locally

Workers fi
the photo at ri

it was explained the corps is in
the second of a three phase
program, geared toward protec-
tion against a 335 year flood
of the Agnes type.

Tom Lawson, a f lkes-!
spector-engineer for the corps
in 'this area, said Phase I re-
ferred to restoring the levees
to pre-flood elevations. Phase
II, the phase currently in prog-
ress, involves the raising the
dikes with two feet of topping.

Phase III involves adding five
feet to the dikes and raising the

tection against another Agnes
and the Army and everyone else
should plan for it. The people
cannot and will not accept any-
thing less.”

Spokesman for the corps told
this newspaper the $62 million
plan involves raising 'the dike
an additional five feet and hik-
ing the bridges accordingly.
Failure to raise ‘the bridges
could result in the local spans
turning into dams at times of
high water, thus being responsi-
ble for much flooding.

The Corps was quick to add
that local governments can de-
cide not 'to raise the bridges
and satisfy themselves with only
dike improvements. This deci-
sion would reduce the local.
effort from million to roughly
$2 million.

However, such a decision
could negate the good which
might come from raising the
level of the dikes five -feet. It
was also stressed that raising
the dikes five feet without also
raising the height of tthe bridges

bridges.

Reviewing the corps work so
far, Lawson listed the following
achievements:

Levee stabilization, John Con-
nolly, contractor; $224,692 con-
tract, started Jan. 23, 1973,
completed April 10, 1973; pro-
vided protection for a length of
800 feet in the vicinity of the
Forty Fort Cemetery. Sub drains

rom C. J. Langenfelder and Sons of Baltimore, are pict:
ght as they drive the last “rack” of sheet piling before ¢
for the weekend. The piling is driven 35 feet into the ground and

in a three foot addition to the height of the earthen levees.—(Ace Ho

the levees about two
each embankment f
Carey Avenue Bridge
Wilkes-Barre Connect
way Bridge from Soutl

on River Street, Wilkes-Barre
in vicinity of Northampton
Street. Temporary protection
was also provided around the
Breslau Bridge abutment in
Plymouth under an extension |Market Street and als
to this contract. tion in the Breslat
Bank stabilization, G. Piconti, Hanover Township. Sk
contractor; contract amount:|t0 be driven 35 feet
$518,955.70; started Jan. 27, 1973|levee between the Wi
and completed Aug. 4, 1973.|Connecting Railway
Stabilized 1,800 feet of eroded Old River Road pumpii
bank at Mohawk Street, Forty/In the near future, tl
Fort and provided riprap pro-|from Market Street to
tection. Street pumping statio
Additional work done under|3iSed, With earth em
contract to provide design pro-| As of yesterday th
tection to the first 800 feet of|was 40% complete.
Pt rirseatl andes: wiy| PTLTS Leves
y under wa ;
with a completion date set fO};‘Ac{g A:]les[toﬂ—Eq
about mid-October include levee for '\é407 IDZ’/?SO fas .
subsidence repairs in Wilkes-|jovee with 'earthore;
Barre and Hanover Township, approximately two
C. J. Langenfelder, contractor; 1e i i
contract amount: $812,414.50, | seiier Avenue in Kin
mount: 414.50. | point 500 feet down
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provided to carry sub surface
water to Abraham’s Creek.
Woodward Pumping Station in
Kingston was dredged and the
Wyoming Avenue drainage
structure catwalk in Wyoming
was repaired. Miscellaneous ero-
sion repairs in Plymouth, Kings-
ton, Edwardsville, Forty Fort
and Swoyersville were done by
extending the contract.

Repairs to the Erie-Lackwan-
na Flood Barrier, Gasparini Ex-
cavating Company, contract
amount, $38,800; started Feb. 3,
1973 and completed April 3,
1973. . Storage house for the
flood barrier was rebuilt. Also,
channels in the abutment were
reeaired and painted.
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23 Names Added

Catastrophic Disaster Insurance
Act Gains Congressional Support

Increasing Congressional support for the National Catastrophic Disaster In-
surance Act of 1973, sponsored by Congressman Daniel J. Flood, was evident as
the House and Senate began a one-month late Summer recess. So that additional
members of the House ofo - y

Representatives could in-
dicate their support for
the disaster fund bill, H.R. 4772,
Congressman Flood re-intro-
duced the legislation for a third
time, with 23 new cosponsors,
bringing the toal to 83.

The reintroduction of the far-
reaching catastrophic accident
protection measure came on the
‘heels of the first day of hear-
ings before the House Bankin
and Currency Committee wi
Congressman Flood as lead off
witness. The Congressman’s
testimony attracted national
television and raido network
attention, alo: with news-
paper coverage in many states.
Congressman Flood’s Office re-
ported an increase in volume of
“disaster-legislation” mail, wvir-
‘tually all of it favorable.

New Co-Sponsors

A run-down of the new co-
sponsor gives another indication
of the increasingly popularity of
the bill with the new supporters
representing Congressional dis-
tricts from New England to
Louisiana, and on to the West
Coast. The cosponsors include

tor” since the Baltimore House
Member sits on the Banking and
Currency Committee which will
resume hearings on the bill
when the Con, resumes ses-
sions after Labor Day.

Steps Taken

“Every new co-sponsor is a
step in the right direction . . .”
Congressman Flood said when
reviewing the list of supporters.
“As I have said many times
previously, the road to enact-
ment of this legislation, with
the important reotractivity
clause, is a journey of great dis-
tance in the Congress. The
plight and economic ruination of
the Agnes Flood victims and
the mess:ge it bears for all who
could suffer from any cata-
strophic disaster has been
spread throughout the
Congressman Flood commented.
“It is important that of all of
the concerned citizens, both
flood victims and those con-
cerned about such disasters,
should continue to make known
the need for passage of this
legislation,” the Congressman

said. He encouraged all con-
cerned with the success of the
bill to continue their efforts, and
expressed his gratitude to the
dozens of organizations who
have orga:loized mail writing
campaigns to encourage support.

n?:‘ legislation, which was
originally introduced by the
Congressman in February, calls
for the creation of a Federal
Catastrophic Disaster Insurance
Fund to be set up within the
D:gﬁment of Housing and
U Development. e fi-
nancing of the fund would be
three fold: an initial appropria-
mgsl-billionén? one perceaid nt

arge on monies rep to
the government from Small
Business Administration disaster
loans, and a surcharge on all
property insurance premiums,
the rate to be set on a onal
basis but not to ex five
percent.

Congressman Flood noted that
coverage would include all forms
of catastrophic accidents in-
cluding floods, windstorms, hur-
ricanes, earthquakes, tornadoes,
and atomic accidents.

Coreen B(;ggs of Louisiana
(widow of the late Majority
Leader, Hale Boggs)J ll:h“CBur-
ton; San Francisco; John Cony-
ers, g ~John
Tennessee; William D.
Michigan; Benjamin Gilman,
New York; William Green,
Philadelphia; Michael Harring-
ton Massachusetts; Augustus
Hawkins, California; House
Democratic Whip John McFall,
also of California and John Mel-
cher, Montana.

Additional co-sponsors include
Parren Mitchell, Maryland; Rob-
ert Mollohan, West Virginia;
|Robert Nix, Philadelphia; Carl

o

Perkins, Kentucky; Charles
Ran%le. New York; Donald
Riegle, Michigan; Joseph Vigo-
rito, Erie; and William Walsh,
New York.

Congressman Flood noted that
the addition of Rep. Parren
Mitchell to the list of co-
sponsors was another “plus fac-
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By DAN LACEY
(Staff Writer)

The Department of Housing
and Urban Development, Wyo-
ming Valley’s biggest landlord,
Wednesday announced the ren-
tal fees it will charge flood
victim families who must stay
in their HUD-supvlied mobile
homes after their one-year,
rent-free period expires.

The rates: “30 pcr month for
two-bedroom models and $95
for three-bedroom units.

Jack McGraw, director of
HUD’s Pennsylvania using
Recovery Office, explained ia
making the announcement that
the rates will, however, be sub-
ject to adjustment according
to individual family ixpome.

“Under the Disaster Relief
Act of 1970, McGraw said,
“temporary housing assistance
is provided up to one year,
rent-free. However, law
also states that rentals must
be established after first
12 months of occupancy.

“For many Pennsylvania vic-
tims of last June’s flooding,
that year will soon expire.
Many families arz still repair-
ing their flood-damaged homes
and others are searching urban
and suburban areas throughout
Eastern Pennsylvania per-
manent housing that meets
their needs and is witl# their
means. i

“It is these people for whom
the rental policy has been de-
signed.” 1

Will Visit Each Family

HUD housing advisors, Me- .
Graw said, will visit each fam-
ily still residing in a mobile

home to help them prépare a
confidential income alysis
which will be used to deter-
mine the amount of rent each
family must actually pay.

The rental rates will soon be-
come a fact of life for more
than 5,500 Wy o min g Valley
families still residing in HUD-
supplied mobile homes as a re-
sult of last June’s flood.

The number of fami re-

Aama 1
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has been averaging less than
200 per week and block No. 8
on HUD’s weekly reports, “Pro-
Jjected date all families perma-
nently housed,” remains blank.

Nearly 1,500 Wyoming Valley
families, the reports show,
have no idea where or what
their next home will be.

The greatest number of tem-
porary housing residents—2,514
— have, of course, reported
plans to return to their pre-
flood home. New homes are-
being considered by more than
700 families and 1,862 displaced
families are looking for private
rental facilities.

In the 10 months that have
passed since the flood, only
about 50 percent of the fami-
lies left homeless last June
have returned to their former
residence or found a new place
to live. Of the 14,452 homeless
local families assisted by HUD

riod, 7,610 are still on the Fed-
eral rolls: 2,145 in group-site
mobile homes; 3,467 in private-
site mobile homes, and 1,685
in private rental facilities.

HUD public information of-
ficer Jack Flynn said earlier
this week that his agency is
hoping to see a 20 percent re-
duction in the number of fami-
lies still being assisted by the
time the first rental payments
come due in July. “But that,”
he said, ‘is a big hope.”

Only 6 Trailers Sold

In January, HUD announced
it would sell its mobile homes
to flood victims at fair market
price in an effort to speed up
local housing recovery. To
date, however, only six HUD
mobile homes have been pur-
chased locally and, throughout
Pennsylvania’s flood-hit areas,
only 1,224 flood victims have

in the immediate post-flood pe- even expressed an interest in

Here's How Rent
Will Be Computed

Here’s how the Department of Housing and Urban
Development will compute monthly rental rates for flood-
affected families residing in HUD-supplied mobile homes:

—The family’s gross (before taxes) monthly income
will be used as the working figure.

—Five percent will be subtracted from the gross income
to allow for Social Security payments, etc.

—$25 will be subtracted for each dependent under age
18 or over age 62. The amount remaining after these two
deductions is the adjusted gross income.

—One fourth of the adjusted gross income is the
amount HUD figures a family can afford for housing.

—The family’s utility costs and other housing costs,
such as the mortgage payment on the flood-damaged
home, will be subtracted from the amount the family can
afford.

—This final figure will be compared to the rental rates
HUD has set for its mobile homes: $80 per month for a
two-bedroom model and $395 per month for a three-bedroom
unit.

If the amount the family can afford is more than the
rental fee, the full fee will be charged. If the amount is
less than the rental rate, the family will pay only what it
can afford as determined by the. system described above.

the purchase of their mobile
unit. Prices for the mobile
homes average about $3,000.

. In the face of the relatively
slow return to permanent
housing here, HUD’s resident
advisory service has repeat-
edly asked the owners .of
local properties for rent or
sale to list the homes with
them so they can match the
housing supply with the de-
mand.

Many landlords have listed
their facilities with the serv-
ice, but the number of success-
ful matches is still less than
encouraging.

Jack Gibbons, director of
HUD'’s resident advisory serv-
ices, explains that the return
to private rentals is being hin-
dered by an appreciable gap
between the rent most fami-
lies can afford and the rates
asked by most landlords.

Housing statistics compiled
by Gibbons’ office show a sub-
stantial number of rental fa-
cilities are available in the
$150-per-month and above
range. But the average flood-
affected family, the reports
say, can afford only about $100
per maonth.

“We are reexamining  pri-
vate rental apartments occu-
pied by flood victims,” Me-
Graw said Wednesday, ‘““As per
our recertification program,
we are attempting to deter-
mine how many families in
private rental apartments can
take over the rental payments
now made by HUD.

May Relocate Family

“If it is determined that the
apartment is not within the
means of the family or that it
does not meet their needs, we
may relocate that family to
other temporary housing. We
currently have a large number
of families in ‘mobile homes
who are seeking rental apart-
ment as permanent housing,
but that rental housing is just
not available,

“If we did relocate families

now temporarily residing in
anartmants +hat Ao snnd  snié

HUD Sets Mobile Horﬁe Rents at $80 for 2-bedroom
Models and $95 for Three at End of Year's Grace

their needs or means, we
could move a step closer to
our goal of returning all flood
affected families to perma-
nent housing.

The method of collecting
rents, McGraw said, has not
yvet been devised. ‘“By tne
time we have substantiated
each family’s income and
housing costs,” he said, “we
will be able to tell them how
much to pay, when to pay and
where to direct their pay-
ment.” ‘ :

McGraw' refused to esti-
mate how long the mobile
homes and, consequently, his
organization will remain in
this area, ‘‘One indication,”
he said,” might be the fact
that I'm planning to buy a
house here.”

HUD Will Fnd

Payments for |
Propane Gas

U. S. Department of Housing|

and Urban Development an-
nounced Wednesday it will dis-
continue on Monday the 50 per-
cent liquid propane gas reim-
bursements being made to resi-!
dents of its mobile homes.

Jack McGraw, director of
HUD’s Pennsylvania Housing
Recovery Office, said, “Our ori-
ginal purpose in paying one half|
of the resident’s LP gas bill was
to make LP heating costs equit-
able with other fuels. With the
arrival of seasonally warm
weather, fuel costs will drop ac-|
cordingly and we will tempor-!
arily' discontinue our reimburse- |
ment program.”

Flood victims will have until|
May 31 to bring their gas bills!
to the HUD Information Centers, |
Narrows Shopping Center, Ed-
wardsville, or 116 S. Main St.,

Wilkes-Barre, to receive reim-.

Thttmonme amd






Disaster Prepare?:lness Panel Meets

Robert Powell, disaster representative,
and clg:lil“':lt:n fr‘sm Exete:,ml’ix‘t‘a,ter 'l":’wnshlp,
West n, Wyoming est Wyoming
met at the Exeter Town Hall to discuss
disaster preparedness in this area.

Pictured at the meeting were, seated from
left, are: Mayor Andrew Mauriello, Exeter
representative; Powell, director of Area 1.

Standing, Gerald Venetz, West Pittston
representative; Michael Charney, West Wy-
oming chief of police and borough repre-
sentative.

Wyoming police chief Bernard Gilligan,

also is borough representative, was absent
i g:als’l paredness is under the juris

ter pre ess un e o
diction of Wyoming Valley Chapter, Ameri-
can Red Cross. The representative and chair-
men have a working relationship with Civil
Defense, local police and fire departments
and other municipal officials.

In the event of any type disaster, the ap-
pointed chairman will provide emergency as-
sistance to the involved peorle, suc
food, clothing, shelter and medical and nurs-
ing care based on need.
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Nationa! Flood Insurance
Can Now Be Sold in Borough

Peter Chorey, secretary-trea-
nounced that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment has notified him that
local property and casualty
agents can begin selling HUD
national flood insurance in the
borough effective immediately.

The National Flood Insurers
Association has designated Gen-
eral Accident F & L Assurance
Corp., Ltd, 414 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia, as the servicing
company for Larksville.

Agents should contact this
company immediately to obtain
policy forms, rates, flood in-
surance mannuals, and any other
necessary information.

According to Federal In-
surance Administrator George K.
Bernstein, “now that the com-
munity has established its
eligibility, owners of both res-
idential and nonresidential prop-
erties should take prompt ad-
vantage of this vital insurance
protection.” He pointed out that
annual U.S. property damage re-
sulting from natural disasters
averages $1 billion and that
about 5,000 communities in the
nation have some kind of flood
threat.

Insurance at federally sub-
sidized rates may be purchased
from local property and casualty
agents and brokers for all exist-
ing and new structures built
prior to the identification of the

areas of special flood hazard in
amounts up to $17,500 for single
family houses and up to $30,000
for ail other residential and non-
residential structures.

On structures, rates rangeu
from 25 to 60 cents per $100 of|
insurance, depending on their,
value. Contents may be msured1
up to $5,000 with rates rangmg}
from 35 to 45 cents per $100 of|
insurance on residential contents|
and 75 cents per $100 of insur-|
ance on contents of nonresiden-[
tial property. |

Insurance policies will be ef-|
fective immediately as issued
during the first 30 days the in-i
surance became available, In-|
surance purchased after the first|
30 days of community ehglbihty‘
will become effective after a 15-
day waiting period.

Besides providing coverage
against loss, the Federal flood|
insurance program helps promote/
sound plain management and
land use control. Bernstein ex-'
plained that “in becoming
eligible for flood insurance, com-
munities must adopt land use
and control measures, which
vary acording to the character-
istics and specific flood threat of
the individual community. These
measures are generally designed
to guide future development
away from flood hazard areas
and set construction standards
such as minimum foundation and

floor evaluations.”
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50 in Washington Get
Support for Flood Bill

pledged that he would introduce|* Mrs. Matheson said she learned
a similar bill in the Senate with- wpije in Washington that Sen.

Mrs. Min Matheson, chairman
of Flood Victims Action Council,
late Wednesday afternoon ex-
pressed great satisfaction on ac-|
complishments of more than 350
members of the council who
journeyed to Washington to gar-
ner support for the national
catastrophic insurance bill in-
troduced by Congressman Dan-'
iel J. Flood in the House.

“It was just great and we got
a fine response from the legis-
lators and federal officials,” she
said when contacted in Washing-
ton just before the group was to
begin its return trip to Wilkes-
|Barre.
| Most of the local group left
Wedensday morning at 6 by
chartered bus for Washington.
Others went by automobile. The
group, after a long day of but-
ton-holing legislators and of-
ficials, was scheduled to leave
the capital at 6 p. m. for the r'e-l
turn journey home.

The trip to Washington was
made, not only to lobby for the
insurance bill introduced by
Congressman Flood Tuesday, but
also to meet with officials of the
Small Business Administration
and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment in regard to flood-related
problems in Wyoming Valley.

Mrs. Matheson said Sen. Rich-

in a week. She said an aide of!

Sen. Hugh Scott gave assurance
that the senator would support
such a bill.

“Congressman -Flood,” Mrs.
Matheson said, ‘“gave us tre-
mendous aid in setting up the
various meetings with officials
in Washington.” Flood outlined
the various provisions of the bill,
which is known as the National
Catastrophic Insurance Act of
1973 and is numbered HR 4772.

An integral part of the pro-
posed legislation is a retroactiv-
ity clause which would give dis-
aster insurance benefits to vie-
tims of Tropical Storm Agnes
floods, ‘which caused several oil-
lion dollars in property damages
in seven states,

met was. Congressman William
A. Barrett of Philadelphia, rark-
ing Democratic member of the
House Banking and Currency
Committee. The group met with
the congressman in the absence
of Congressman Wright Patman
of Texas, chairman of the com-
mittee, who was ill.

The group also met with other
members of the Banking and
Currency Committee which will

ard Schweiker, with whom the

|

handle the legislation introduced

Quentin Burdick of North Da-
kota, chairman of the Disaster
Relief Subcommittee of Public
Works, plans to come to Wilkes-
Barre to investigate the use of
federal funds here. She also said
she had received assurance from
the Small Business Administra-
tion that a meeting would be set
up with the SBA official in
Wilkes-Barre to process com-
plains.

HUD, according to Mrs. Mathe-
son, ‘“was very sympathetic”
with the group’s thinking in re-
gard to the need for changes in
redevelopment plans locally.
She icated that a meeting
would arranged with Leon

|Case, executive director of
Among those whom the group

Wilkes-Barre City Redevelop-
ment Authority, on the matter.

Mrs. Matheson said the Con-
sumer Protection Committee of
the - Subcommittee of Govern-
ment Operations intends to check
on the high cost of rebuilding,
increase in rents and other in-
creases that have occurred in
the’local area.

A report on the results of the
group’s trip to Washington will
be given at a meeting of the
council Sunday afternoon at 2 in

Gus Genetti Hotel.

group met in Washington, by Flood.
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~ End IRS Tax

Regarding your editorial “SBA Gives . . .
IRS Takes,” as you may know, I have pro-
tested strongly to the IRS about their policy
of making flood loan forgiveness taxable, and
you may be interested in the letter I have
written IRS Commissioner Johnnie N. Wal-
ters urging reversal of this regulatory policy.

RICHARD S. SCHWEIKER
United States Senator
(Enclosure)

Dear Mr. Walters:

Last year Congress amended the Disaster
Relief Act to provide that the first $5,000 of a
disaster loan would not have to be repaid by
the borrower. This ‘“loan forgiveness” feature
was intended to be a grant, but IRS ruling
71-16y treats the loan forgiveness feature as
taxable compensation to the borrower.

The taxation of these grants has been wide-
1y resented among disaster victims who feel the
government is giving to them with one hand
while taking away with the other. This matter
can be correced without legislation simply by

/

On SBA Loan

revising Revenue Ruling 71-160 to treat these
grants as gifts. :

If a disaster victim deducts disaster losses
as a “‘casualty loss” on his income tax, and
then in a following year is “forgiven” from
repaying a portion of a federal disaster relief
loan, the amount of ‘“forgiveness” in that sec-
ond year is treated as taxable income under
current IRS regulation.

Similarly, if the loan repayment ‘forgive-
ness” occurrs in the same year as the dis-
aster occurred, the amount the disaster victim
could deduct as a ‘‘casualty loss” on his in-

come tax that year would have to be reduced
by the amount of the ‘‘loan forgiveness.”” Thus,
the true benefit to the disaster victim of the
forgiveness portion of the loan is diminished
to the extent it is taxed. :

T have strongly urged the IRS to revise its
code to make federal grants to disaster vie-
tims mnon-taxable. As we approach the tax
deadline of April 15, these people are feeling
the full impact of their misfortune. We must
make every effort to ease their financial bur-

den.
RICHARD S. SCHWEIKER

Flood Welcomes Nixon
Help on Disaster Law

“Mr. Speaker, it is especially
|gress when one of his brighter

the President
States.”

of

Ir. College.‘ The speech waé widely|United Stat

\gratifying to a Member of Con-|reported through the nation, i}i old s T
'ss when C cluding an Associated Press wire
legislative ideas is endorsed by|story. The President’s message

in four years. We are just
babes in the woods in the prepa«
ration of these natural dis-

While speaking at the King’s

the United/to the Congress proposed legis-|asters.”
lation for a “Disaster Prepared-

Those were the words of Con-ness and Assistance Act,” with|College conference April 26, the

gressman Daniel J. Flood when
the Congressman spoke on the
Administration’s plans, an-

all the markings of an “origin-|Con
al proposal” by the White House. SATigraN Rty demiled plany Jon

Congressman Flood charged

the legislation which would
create a permanent, separate

nounced Tuesday for a perma- that the administration’s dis-\federal agency which would go

nent disaster planning and re-
covery agency.

the original concept, which has

aster planning legislation falls
far short of what is needed in
Congressman Flood proposed|effective long range, permanent
disaster action planning. “The

info operation with 24 hours
after a natural disaster. The
Congressman’s legislation calls
for a three phase operation which

come to be known as the “civil inadequacies and deficiencies of|would include a coordinated, on-

pentagon,” last August, when|that proposal (The White House
verision) will be met and cor-
.retrct:g by a bﬂillmwhichtg will be
i introducing shortly to the House 4 :

Congressman  outlined of Represgntatives,” Flood said. EviReon exparts aud w ‘smail
In another speech on the
House floor last August, the
Congressman said: “We (the

testifying on flood relief legis-
lation before a congressional
committee.

The
plans for the agency in a recent
speech before the disaster plan-
ning conference held at King’s

alert, trained organization, with
p_hyslcmns, rescue effort spe-
cialists, other health, officials,

army of rescue equipment. Sub-
sequent phases would include
economic and community re-
building specialists who could

provide immediate long-range

anning.

“The Administration’s pro-
posal is but a mere, incomplete
expression of what we really
need,” the Congressman charged,
“It would be a loosely co-ordin-
ated program with the states
having greater control than the
federal government. The lessons
pi the first 24 hours of Agnes,

when T had {o_ ;iersonall direct
the mobilizing ‘redagnl\and
state manpower and troops
against almost unsurmountable
obstacles is a vivid reminder of
what is needed,” 'the Congress-
man said.




393 Fanmilies Return
To Permanent Homes

Wyoming Valley moved 8 The greatest number of re-
turning families, 154, went hack

ltle cloer to normalcy, in hous- to their original homes during
ing last month s 393 flood af- March, bringing the total num-
fected local families returned to her of such returns since the
permanent homes from tempor- immediate post-flood period to

ary housin lied by the De- 2.171. The latter figure repre-
ry g supp e sents only those families who

partment of Housing Il.ld Urban were placed in temporary Towss
Development. - ing for an appreciable amount
HUD records show, however, of time and not those who re-
more than 8,000 families still re- }urrfleﬁ in_the goného:dimmedinte-!
siding in temporary facilities. y following the .
rL po’ry’.il’,— Families leaving Federally-
‘supplied mobile homes totaled
1195 and from leased housing,’
|129. The remaining 69 families
left govemmeﬂt-omed housing, !

Susquehanna River | <5 .
To Crest at 18 Feet

Susquehanna River rose slowly
Thursday night but it is expected
to crest Friday morning at 18

Defense, reported the river stood

rising. ’
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- e et du ]
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emung River o gl
noon Thursday, which m?t ;: xerage e Apr{l e

[ot.her than mobile homes, or
| government-assisted low-rent de-

yvelopments.

shows that 649 families intend to
buy their mobile home; 1632
intend to return to their pre-flood
homes; 1,111 plan to buy a new
home. 1,969 are looking for pri-
vate rental housing; 179 plan to
move into government owned or
assisted homes, and 1,746 are
! still undecided on their future.
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Forgotten in the wvast recovery
program in the flood-wrecked area
of Wyoming Valley is a small group
i, of people who lost a social elub that

was a vital part of their lives. The Deaf Mute
Social Club of Wilkes-Barre suffered a $15,-
000 loss in the flood, but more than that
they lost the only place they could gather to
relax in a friendly, understanding atmo-
sphere.

Chartered in 1939 as the Wilkes-Barre
Society of the Deaf Inc., the club social
rooms were located on the first and second
floor at 261 South Main Street. After the
cleanup of debris was completed at the club,
members were still prevented from using
second floor facilities because of extensive
gamage to the stairway in their rented quar-
ers.

The final blow to hopes of the members
to get back into their club rooms fell in Jan-
uary when demolition plans for the structure
were announced by the owner.

“It was our second home,” indicated Tony
Piazza of 390 Bennett Street, Luzerne, who
is spearheading efforts to relocate the club if
the organization’s application for an SBA
loan is approved.

Piazza emphasized that the club’s future
depends on obtaining the loan or some other
form of funding. Indications are that the
‘ membership of the Deaf Mute club feels that

Area Deaf Mutes Attempt
To Rebuild 'Second Home'

By JOE COOPER
Staff Writer

H~1-77
Tean

- a void in the lives of its members that ordi-
nary social life in Wyoming Valley copld not.
The club is a non-profit organization and
has welcomed deaf mute visitors from New
Jersey, New York and other surrounding
states at many of its affairs, where the at-
tendance often soared to 200. The member-
ship remained at about 38, due only to the
fact that officers felt that club rooms could
not adequately serve a higher number.
Originally founded to promote and edu-
cate the deaf, the scope of the activities
gradually broadened into a full social calen-

ar.

High on the list of activities by the club
are programs to benefit and entertain deaf
children or children of deaf parents. The
group has also aided the Home of the Aged
Deaf and Blind in Media.

Typical Evening

A typical evening at the club for deaf
mutes will find some playing cards, others
throwing darts, while a colorful juke box
beats out music in the background.

“We feel the music in here,” Piazza noted,
placing his hand on his heart.

Backing the Luzerne man in his drive to
reopen the club are the following officers:
Walter Bonchak, president; Shirley Cooper

secretary; James Teal, treasurer; Bernar
Kash, vice president.

Officers of the club feel that it is impera-

| other organizations are readily
build just because they have elc
men.
Filled Void
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Deaf Mute Social Club of Wilk
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:orizati_on for the use of the Staglgfe 1:,1:5 u:: in the future.

HUD’s pullback operations had
come t:pa near halt in recent

ch|weeks due to a lack of :t?raze\‘

r re-
White
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SBA Policy

(Continued from B—1)

funds to buy or build homes in
the flood areas before the SBA
edict was created, will be allow-
ed to keep their homes. ;

“From what we hear, only
those who have not yet acted
will be affected by the new
regulation,” Lowery said.

The Kingston official pointed
out that the Army Corps of En-
gineers feels the flood plain does
not include those areas which
are protected by dikes.

“It’s my opinion that residents
of Wyomini Valley should be
allowed to buy or rebuild any-
where in the valley, as long as
the community is protected by
the dikes, which will eventually
receive substantial improvement
to guard against future flood-

ing,” Lowery said.

Confirmation Soug_'h_t

SBA Policy Restricts
Flood Victims' Plans

A high-ranking Kingston Borough official last night
confirmed reports that SBA has enacted a new policy
whereby property owners whose homes were destroyed
by the flood cannot purchase other homes or build

new homes in a

year.

of thels
areas hit by the flood last

&

prohibit buying or building in
only those areas that were di-

Raymond Lowery, borough ad- rectly flooded. For instance, a

ministrator, said he received
verbal confirmation on two oc-

homeowner in Riverside Park in

: South Wilkes-Barre, whose home
casions from Thomas Tolan, as-
sistant loan officer at the SBA Was destroyed, could use SBA

regarding the new policy. He

funds to buy or build in the

said both he and State Rep.| Heights section of the city, be-
Frank J. O’'Connell of Kingsto% cause that area was untouched
are “greatly upset” over the pol-|by the June flooding.

icy and have

n trying to ob-

Contradiction Seen

tain written, formal confirmation) Lowery stated that he felt
of it before launching what he|the new SBA edict contradicts.
termed, “a hell of a fight to get|actions being taken by other

the action rescinded.”

arms of the federal government,

In explaining the new policy,|particularly HUD, which will be
which is said to have been made|spending millions of dollars in

within the past three weeks,|the flood affected areas for ac-

Lowery gave the following ex-|quisition, demolition and subse-

ample. He said if a Kingston quent redevelopment.

property owner had his home| “On the one hand, HUD is

destroyed by the flood and want-|spending all kinds of money on

ed to either buy or build in|the flood-ravaged valley while,

Kingston because it- was his/on the other

hometown for many years, he|denying people the op[gortunig

could not do so with SBA funds.|t0 relocate in the areas in which
“The same situation would ap-|they Wefeegl“ “-lm many cases,

and, the SBA is

ply to anybody else in a similar| Lowery d

situation in any of the other| Ironically, Lowery remarked,
Wyoming Valley communities|those people whose homes were
ljt by the flood. Lowery empha-'destroyed and who used SBA

sized the new SBA edict would

(Continued on B—3)
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Fire Ignites in Flood Debris
At Plymouth Township

Pictured above is a section of the smol-
dering debris land fill in Plymouth Township
where smoke can be seen comin
eral openings in the ground which covers

from sev-

tons upon tons of furniture, rugs, cans of
paint and other combustible materials that
are now on fire.—(Ace Hoffman Aerial).

Landfill

A flood debris-filled
landfill in Plymouth
Township is on fire and
poses a potential threat
not only to that community but
Plymouth Borough as well, ac-
cording to Mayor Edward Burns
of Plymouth, who made an on-
site inspection of the area on
Thursday.

“Smoke is pouring from about
a dozen holes and the intense
heat can be readily felt on many
different spots at the landfill,”
Mayor Burns, who visited the
area with the borough’s flood
recovery coordinator, Tom Mec-
Tague, told this newspaper.

The site is an old Pagnotti
stripping operation behind St.
Mary’s Grove and encompasses
an area several thousand feet
long, 175 deep and 200 feet
wide.

Now filled to the brim with
furniture, mattresses, cans of
paint, oil and an unknown
amount of other combustibles,
the smoldering landfill has been
brought to the attention of the
3 Federal Bureau of Mines and
. the State Bureau of Environ-
mental Resources by Mayor
Burns.

Meeting Set

A meeting is planned for this
week between the mayor and
officials of the Environmental
Department which is also seek-
ing bids for bore holes to de-

Fraud Figure Reaches $127,000

FBI Pushes Probe into County EEA

The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation continues its in-
vestigation into the monetary
discrepancies involving Luz-
erne County’s Emergency Em-
ployment Program.

As of last night, John Far-
rell, director of the program,
said there were no new de-
velopments in the probe which
has already resulted in the
suspension of three EEA aides.

“The FBI moves slowly and
methodically,” said Farrell,
who confessed to being disa-
pointed with the stigma which
the irregularities are expected
to produce.

Another source at the
Court House said the al-
leged fraudulent conversion
and forgery of EEA checks
smacks of “an amateur op-
eration.”

He said “real pros would
not have forgotten that
some day the W-2 forms
would have to be reckoned
with.”

His reference was to the
fact that complaints from for-
mer EEA employees regarding
improper amounts listed on
their income tax forms led to
the uncovering of the opera-
tion.

The three employees sus-
pended are George Dubravski,
deputy director of EEA since
October of 1971; Thomas
Domin and Gerry Hornick.

FBI sources have identified
Dubravski as being the ring-
leader in the operation which
saw alleged fraudulent checks
being cashed by an employee
of the Security and Savings
Loan Association of Hazleton.

The employee in question
has been identified as Miss
Dorothy Kuntz.

Sources say the probe has
already uncovered $127,000 of
forged checks.

®termine the nature of the fire.

Mayor Burns estimates that
the heat in the burning areas of
the old mine stripping is “near
300 degrees.”

Although an attempt was
made during the hectic weeks of
flood debris removal to take
precautions against fire by cov-
ering each “layer” of debris
with tons of dirt, the “low kin-
dling point” of the tons of
debris dumped into the site ap-
parently cancelled the effort.

_ The urgency of the situation
is highlighted by the fact that
the site is said to be directly
over the Ross vein of coal which
is just above the Red Ash vein
that finds its way through Plym-
outh’s hilly section up to Larks-
ville, according to Mayor Burns.
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Becomes Thing

The relative calm that has prevailed at meetings
since the Reﬁublicans took command at City Hall in
of meeting that was customary under the short-lived
late Anthony Sacco, William Moran and Atty. James

What ty{)e t;(;f Txﬁeetlng,\
WA | PrOyeGR B rossly improper” in light
swer is, of course,Mﬁi b G M

currently is considering the

case.

Palermo also said his three
colleagues were considering only
one side of the issue and were
not taking into consideration the
positions of the protestors in
the case. Conahan, McElwee and
Manfredi claimed they were
merely telling the zoning board
“;hat they think is good for the
cit;

Palermo did win one battle,
however, when he got mem-
bers l;f mdv erilnsht:og- vote in tfla:-
vor of a to put the
city treasurer’s bond on bids.
The bonding has been done by
the Frank M. Fay Agen
headed by Hazle Towns p
political leader Frank M. Fay.

Three weeks ago Palermo
temporarily halted payment of
$3,951.78 to the Fay Agency
for the city treasurer’s bond

and $250 for the bond of the
collector of delinquent taxes.
He claimed the bonds should
be furnished by firms owned
by city residents. Fay main-
tains an office in the city but
resides in Hazle Township.

Fay labelled the move pure-
lv political but Palerma said
bidding may result in a lower
price. The mayor objected that
the city never before had
sought bids for bonds and
that majority should have the
right to pick its own bonding
agency.

When it came to a vote, the
Republican majority of MCcEIl-
wee, Manfredi and Clementine
Yamona voted with Palermo to
seek bids. Palermo did agree
that Fay should be paid for the
current bonds.

Council also found itself in-

to Oust
m HCA Seat

Pleas seeking the two disputed
seats. The suit claims that
Turnbach and Dr. Sacco hold
‘the seats illegally and have re-
fused to relin ft}uish the positions
to the plaintiffs who claim they
have been legally appointed to
the board.
- Promised No Politics

Skicki claimed that when he
was appointed to the HCA board
with Zelenack he promised to
leave politics out of any deci-

B ~ eonid
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_At Bartoli West

Council Member Blasts
Plans for Permanent

Trailer Park Site Here

Wyoming Councilman Joseph Soricelli last night
fired a verbal broadside at the Federal Government
for what he claimed were “obvious efforts” to make
a “permanent” trailer park out of Bartoli West which
would leave Wyomingea
“holding the bag.”

Soricelli disclosed that
numerous state and Federal of-
ficials have been overheard talk-
ing of eventually phasing out
all the other trailer parks and
housing the remaining tenants
at Bartoli West, since it is the
largest occupied park in the
'flood area.
| To substantiate these reports,
'Soricelli notes that the Wyo-
ming Police De?artment has re-
ceived “feelers” from Federal
authorities who subtly offer to
\give the force enough subsidies
‘for “four or five more patrol-
men and a new cruiser, because,
“you fellows may find a need
for them.”

Soricelli said he dislikes the
underhanded techniques which
are going on and added that if
the borough fathers allow things
to continue the way they have,
the borough may wake up some
day and find itself in the busi-
ness of running a “permanent
trailer park, whether we like it
or not.”

It was stated that the present
population of Wyoming has
been increased by one-third due
to the establishment of Bartoli
West, located just off West
Eighth Street.

. Soricelli said if the borough
is going to get stuck with these
extra persons and property, then
the Federal government should
:ﬁe to it tha::uptllx: bogugh l'ings

e proper eq ent to provide
adequate protection to those
who reside in the trailer park.

“Not only do we need addi-
tional police and related equip-
ment, but we also need a new
gi?i truck and ambulance,” he

It was learned that the bor-
ough ambulance is “shot” and
that the engine at No. 1 Hose
Company on East Eighth Street
is over 25 years old and needs
T o fire fightin

“Our fire fi g equipment
must be improved. l?t.;g lg:ﬁply
too old,” Soricelli stated.

He \‘x,lgted th:m:s (égrtef&
rone, rough inistrator, has
already made application to the
Federal government for sub-
sidies to purchase the new fire
‘engine and ambulance.

ricelli concluded by men-
tioning that high ranking Fed-
eral officials have been over-
heard talking about the Bartoli
West Trailer Park being here
for “four or five more years.” |




Flood Recovery Bills
Introduced in House

Several pieces of legislation A companion bill, HB i

er: 2 495, gives

pertaining to flood is
gy t%'oduced ;‘:cot‘l;%rysht?t’: the county assessor the right to
House of Representatives along make assessments retroactive to
wih the bill to provide direct/2n. 1, 1972. This will permit
fslzaot; vgtqnts up to $8,000 for|the county and other taxing bod-
Foas lénlﬁ o ies to keep assessments current

; removes the to hel i
April 1 deadline for owners of o R SO gumitias Sie ey
ﬂood_ru:ined or  flood-damaged state and federal relief funds.

properties fo file for property| HB 44 makes it a statutory re-
tax a.batemepts. quirement that pre-flood values
. Also, the bill places the obliga-be paid for homes taken due to
tion of making the abatements|the flood. While it has been the
in the hands of the Luzerne Coun-|state’s intention to pay pre-
ty Board of Assessors. Thel|flood values, the law was silent

g::;gnligay assescs,‘l flood-affected|on this matter. '
s retroactive to Jan, 1,| The bills were intr in-
s, 8 e b ol b RV OB

v ' ent of ne ston, and

$25,000 to reflect the drop in as- O’Brien, Wike;-Barre. %ﬁ?ﬁg

@ed valuation of the proper-|County’s other legislators were

$374,000 Flood Money to
Fight Discrimination Attacked

Harrisburg, Pa. (®—A $374,000
program to fight discrimination
in flood recovery operations was
attacked by lawmakers Thurs-
day as a waste of state funds.

Homer C. Floyd, executive di-
rector of the Human Relations
Commission, said government
agencies had discriminated

hlacks and Puerto Ricans, but
that no complaints of discrimina-
tion had reached him.

“T just can’t fathom how your
agency could spend $374,000 for
this in its wildest dreams,” he
said.

Floyd said the commission had
hired 39 extra _people to handle

against flood victims on racial

or ethnic grounds in at least 10
cases brought to the commis-
sion’s attention.

In most of the situations, he
said, victims would receive sig-
nificantly less aid than they re-
quested from the Small Business
'Administration or some other
‘agency.

But members of the House Ap-
propriations Committee disputed
Floyd’s claim. ‘

“I've been working in the
Wilkes-Barre area almost con-
tinuously since last June and I
haven’t had one incident of dis-
crimination brought to my atten-
tion,” said Rep. Frank O’Con-
nell, R-Luzerne.

“This $374,000 appropriation
looks to me like an attempt to
isupplement your regular budget.
It's totally out of ‘balance.”

" Rep. James Gallen, R-Berks,
‘said flood victims in the Reading
area included large number of

flood-related complaints and that
so far, their work has led to $40,-
000 in increased aid to flood vie-
tims, originally denied them.

About a quarter of the $374,000
will be left over at the end of
the fiscal year, to be used for
flood-related complaints in the
period after June 30, he said.

The exchange over discrimina-
tion in flood relief led to an at-
tack by Rep. Guy Kistler, R-
Cumberland, on the Human Re-
lations Commission’s entire budg-
et request, $2.1 million for the
year starting July 1.

Kistler divided the commis-
sion’s $1.8 million budget for fis-
cal 197273 by the number of
cases closed so far this year—543
—and came up with a figure of
$3,487 per case.

“This is an extravagance this
state cannot afford” Kistler said.
“If we gave you our entire state
budget for a whole year, I don’t
doubt you could dispose of it in/
a very short time.”

Floyd began to explain that
the commission’s responsibilities
go far beyond action on formal
ocgfmplaints. but Kistler cut him

‘;You will have a rhetorical re-
sponse to this,” Kistler told

Floyd, “but I will not accept it.”




Wide-ranging Clearance As
For Army Flood

By BARBARA S. LOFTUS
(Staff Writer)

Col. Louis W. Prentiss, Jr.,
Army Corps of Engineers, yes-
terday asked an ‘‘indication from
local authorities that they ap-
prove’’ a proposed flood control
plan which if implemented would
bring about replacement or rais-
ing of the Market Street, Carey
Avenue’ and' Plymouth-Breslau
Bridges and the modification of
substructures of Wilkes-Barre
Connecting Railroad bridge in -

- South Wilkes-Barre. :

The request was made at a
meeting in Luzerne County Com-
missioners room at 1:30 by Col.
Prentiss and two Corps of En-
gineers planners, Harold Nelson
and Robert Lidner, who told the
group the plan would cost in the
neighborhood of $62,000,000 with
completion date around 1980.

The plan calls for: the raising
of the levees to a heighth of two
to three feet beyond the present.,
work of the dikes which already

" is in progress. The current work
will see the dikes elevated by
two feet to 39 feet from the pres-
ent 37 feet. The longer-range
plan calls for an additional two
to three feet of elevation along
the entire levee system on both
sides of the Susquehanna River.

. Also included in the proposal
is limited local channel clearance
in reaches of the river where
substantial stage reductions can
be realized.

The cost of the recommended
plan has a federal cost of about
$62,143,000 and a non-federal
cost of $31,071,000, with a bene-
fit-cost ratio of 1.2 to 1.

Should modification of the
flood control project be au-

_ thorized by the Congress, local

' g would have to agree

A. Provide without cost to the
United States, all lands, ease-
ments and rights-of-way neces-

- sary for construction of the
project and, in acquiring the

lands, easements and ~right‘s- of-

way to comply with the provi-
sions of the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.

B. Hold and save the United
States free from damages due
to construction work.

C. Maintain and operate the
project works after completion
without cost to the United States
in accordance with Tregulations
prescribed by the Secretary of
the Army.

D. Provide without cost to the
United States all necessary relo-
cations and alterations of build-
ing and utilities, highways and
highway bridges, sewers and re-
lated and special facilities.

E. Make every effort to pre-
bent encroachment and regulaie
those aspects of mining activi-

ties which might interfere wi
gztope?iimcﬂonmg of: :th,e proj-

F. Provide guidance and lead-
ership in preventing unwise fu-
ture development of the flood
plain by use of appropriate flood
plain management techniques to
reduce flood losses.

G. Make periodic inspections
and leveling surveys along em-
bankment and related structures

to determine if and where subsi- '

dence has occurred and the

amount thereof.

H. Prevent encroachments in
pondage areas until it has pro-
vided, without eost to the United
States, substitute areas or nec-

‘essary additional pump or
- capacity as are approved by the

government.

Prentiss explained that the ex-
isting flood control projects pro-
tect the communities against a
recurrence of the March 1936
flood ‘which had a discharge of
232,000 cubic feet of water a
second but that the flood caused
by Hurricane Agnes had a dis-
charge of 345,000 cubic feet of
water per second.

The Corps investigated the
feasibility of providing protec-
tion for these discharges a sec-
ond: 260,000, 290,000, 320,000 and
350,000, Col. Prentis reported.
Fach discharge condition was in-
vestigated on the assumption
that the flood conjrol -reservoir:
and the Tioga-Hamimond Lakes

-confrol

and the Cowanesque Lake proj-
ects were in operation.

These projects in the upper

Susquehanna River watershed
are scheduled for completion in
1977 and 1979 respectively and
would reduce the discharge as-
sociated with a storm that mag-
nitude of Hurricane Agnes or
about 320,000 cubic feet a second.
Each design discharge was in-
vestigated for two design condi-
tions:
- A. Protection against each de-
sign discharge would be
achieved by raising and exten-
sion of the levee system. Existing
highway and railroad bridges
would not be modified.

B. Protection against each de-
sign discarge would be achieved
by a combination of levee rais-
ing and extension, highway

ri ising, railroad brid
g e R

creased flow capacity and
limited channel excavation and
clearing.

Plan B proposed yesterday aft-
erngon provides protection
against a recurrence of the June
1972 flood or a discharge of 320,-
000 cubic feet of water a second.

Prentiss asked that each com-
munity adopt a resolution agree-
ing to the proposed plan. He said

. he projected work on the pro-

posal most likely to get under
way about 1977 or 1978 with com-
pletion around 1980. Until 1977,
work on acquiring land and ease-
ments, acquiring the appropria-
tions from Congress and award-
ing the contracts would have to
take place.

Gen. Frank Townend, head of
Luzetrne County Civil Defense,
told Prentiss ‘“‘people here are
not going to be satisfied” with
such a plan and that most of the
work should be completed in
calendar year 1973.

Prentiss replied, “I do what
Congress tells me to do. Con-
gress has set up an elaborate
plan for appropriations and I'm
trying to expedite this system.”

Also present were Rep. Daniel
J. Flood, Nicholas Souchick,,;Lu-
zerne County Civil Defense; Ed-
ward Heiselberg, executive di-
rector, Luzerne County Planning
Commission; Leo A. Corbett,
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=1 Designed to Aid Flood Victims

SUNDAY INDEPENDENT, WII

. F Wlllnfrodce National lnsu

~ Sources in Washington last night con-
firmed the report that Congressman Daniel
'J. Flood will introduce his National Cata-

strophic Insurance Bill in the House of Rep- -

‘resentatives on Tuesday.

It will be the first all-comprehensive
- disaster insurance bill ever introduced in
Congress.

Although Congressman Flood’s office
refused to comment on the report, it was
learned that the bill will include the all-
important retroactivity clause to cover vic-
tims of Hurricane Agnes.

The legislation is designed to make
available to homeowners and property own-
ers federal disaster insurance protection

fr floods, earthquakes, windstorms,
atomic accidents and other disasters.

The legislation has been promised an
early hearing before the House Banking
and Currency Committee.

The legislation will be the most sweep-
ing, far reaching disaster protection bill
ever proposed.
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Introduce Nati

Although Congressman Flood’s office
efused to comment on the report, it was
arned that the bill will include the all-
nportant retroactivity clause to cover vic-
ims of Hurricane Agnes.

The legislation is designed to make
vailable to homeowners and property own-
rs federal disaster insurance protection
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al Insurance Bill

m floods, earthquakes, windstorms,
atomic accidents and other disasters.
The legislation has been promised an
early hearing before the House Banking
d Currency Committee.
The legislation will be the most sweep-
, far reaching disaster protection bill
ever proposed

- An aide in Rep. Flood’s office last night
indicated that the Congressman will hold
a news conference on Tuesday to outline
pertinent details of the bill.

It is antici lpated that the retroactive
clause in the bill will materially assist flood

~victims in Wyoming Valley, especlally prop-

erty owners.






]Garrity Explains Method
For Property Tax Rebates

Explanations regarding filing
for property tax rebates and
procedures in distribution of
state and federal funding to off-
set these refunds were given to
municipal officials from com-
munities in Luzerne County
‘which suffered losses by the June

The outline was given Monday
night in Courtroom 4 of Luzerne
County Courthouse by Thomas
Garrity, chief of Luzerne County
Assessment Bureau. In attend-
ance were tax collectors, council
‘imembers, commissioners, school

tration representatives from
many of those flood-hit muni-
cipalities.

Discussed by Garrity were
Commonwealth Act 5 and Con-
gressional Section 241. Act 5
authorizes abatement of real es-
tate taxes because of destruction
or damage of property by flood,
or the refund or credit of the
amount of such taxes against
future taxes by certain political
subdivisions and authorizing as-
sessment of properties retro-
active to January 1, 1972.
| Section 241, Disaster Relief
|Act of 1970, ss has au-
|thorized the President to make
grants to any local gove
which, as a result of a i

, r, has suffered a sub-
|stantial loss of property tax reve-
nue (both real or personal).
| Garrity explained the proce-
dures that must be carried out
by the taxing bodies in each

district, township and adminis-| ?2e

community, He used charts and
s to illustrate his talk.

Each taxing body, for instance,

was advised to follow these rules

certain that properties have heen
;'easse;;e)géﬂ;eceive applicilytic;n
rom owners; apply to
Department of Community Af-
fairs for both state and federal
funds and make abatements in
the form of refunds or credits.

Among the rules listed for
1973 taxes, municipal bodies are
advised to identify the tax as-
Sir e koo OF et oo

y tax loss app e
1972 or 1973 tax rate, v]vii“gever
is lower. ,

ere large holdings are in-
WL o pangedy

explamned a s
has 1 established. This limit
is on each taxing body.

In order to avoid complications
and delays, property owners will
m the face value of 1972 taxes
ind, in

It was emphasized that April
1 is the deadline for the

owner to petition the taxing
bodies for the rebates. However,
it was pointed out that some
changes in the procedure under
Act 5 may come about shortly
and county assessor’s office may
be authorized to handle the

turn, will receive the re-|

paper work involved in these ap-
plications.

In answer to a question by
Wilkes-Barre Tax Collector
Walter Lisman, Garrity replied
that rebates would be issued only
to the property owner who had
{the property prior to and up to
the flood.

‘Garrity also explained that
some property owners have not
yet received their new assess-
ments. These are in the process
of being picked up and will be
prepared as soon as possible.
The county assessor told the
municipal officials that it may
be five years ‘“before we come
out of this,” meaning the return
to near normal tax bases in the
flood-hit communities. He said
his office had found that in areas
hit by severe mine subsidences,
periods of at least three years

were involved before the tax base
returned to normal. |




s Now Serving as Undersecretary of HEW cnmss

Frank Carlucci Re-Examines
His Role Here During Flood

(Ed. note: The following exclusive interview with Frank
Carlucci was obtained by Independent Society Editor Libby
Brennan during her visit to Washington last week.)

By LIBBY BRENNAN
Society Editor

_More than three months have passed since Spe-
cial Assistant to the President Frank Carlucci
returned to Washington having completed the
monumental task of helping Wyoming Valley “get
on its feet” after the most devastating natural catastrophe
in the history of the United Staes.

Today, Kinﬁston-bom Frank Carlucci occupies a large ﬁ;i-
vate office in the HEW monolith in the nation’s capital. The
door to his office is lettered—The Undersecretary.

Undersecretary of the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare is the second in command of the second largest
department next to defense and the department that receives
the largest amount of funds for use at home in the Presi-
dent’s Budget.

. In the time that has elapsed since Carlucci returned to
his work in Washington, he has had some thoughts on his
exp_eri;:nces here while directing the billion-dollar recovery
project.

‘was opposed to the idea of a President Assistant’s role. I
thought the federal regional council could run the program,”
]hetexplimed while chatting with this reporter in his office
ast week.

“When I was first assigned here by President Nixon I '

“President Nixon was right in concentrating the power
of the recovery effort in the hand of one person. My assign-
ment was to pull all of the agencies together to make one
team.”

Carlucci further explained his doubt about his job be-
cause he had felt that the state was much closer to the
people than the federal government. “I soon realized we all
had our special roles and one of my most important ones
was to work together with everyone.”

Carlucci looks upon himself not as a politician but as
an administrator. “In order to avoid any misunderstandings, I
held regular press conferences; I was determined to keep the

people in the area informed as to what was being done and

what could be done.”

Aside from financial aid and relocations, the problem of
the levees was paramouunt.

“In the first days of the disaster, I consulted with the
best people in the mining field to find out about the possi-
bility of subsidence. They studied the conditions and assured
us that there were no possibilities of additional subsidences
as a result of the flood.

“The Corps of Engineers studied the damage to the
levees and what could be done, Their first step was to
authorized heights. The program they have outlined was based
on study and experience and having worked with a group of

- professionals before, I knew their estimate would be accurate

and conservative.”

Through the initial stages of recovery, Frank Carlucci
worked from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. He returned to his hotel room
only for a short period of sleep.

“Certainly there were problems of misunderstandings,

T

of antagonisms with the state, which thought that the federal
government should provide all moneys it asked for. We even-
tually reached an understanding and the state representatives
were asked and worked along with us.”

Was he shocked by what he saw?

“I was born and reared in Kingston and attended Wyo-
ming Seminary. I knew all of the people here and the deva-
station was shattering. :

“For me, it had a personal impact. However, tragedy is
not new to me. I was in the Congo and Zanzibar and saw
disaster there. This was, however, different for me.”

Respected and admired and considered one of the most
influential men in Washington, Frank Carlucci has no other
goal at the present but to do the best possible job in his
present position. 3y i

According to the most knowledgeable people in the
Capitol, HEW will be the most under attack in the months
to come because that is where President Nixon wants to
make many of the budget cuts. !

Would he like to return to Wilkes-Barre or Bear Creek,
where his family lived until recently?

“I will always consider Wyoming Valley my home. Re-
turning to live there some day presents a delightful picture.”

As he talked, phones rang and lines of people waited to
see the young man from Wyoming Valley who has carved
an outstanding career for himself in the Federal Government
of the United States. I




Write to the President

MARCH 4, 1973

Dan Flood Needs Valley's Support
If His Insurance Bill Is to Pass

Once again Congressman Dan Flood
has brought to national focus the plight
¢t the hundred of thousands of resi-
dents of Northeastern Pennsylvania who
are determined to restore their com-
munities following the total devastation
of Agnes.

The introduction of the National
Catastrophic Insurance Act of 1973,
which would create a national fund to
guarantee federal protection for persons’
affected by natural disaster, is a hu-
mane bill that would protect all of the
50 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands.

For the citizens of Northeastern
Pennsylvania, the bill's retroactivity
clause would give diasaster insurance
benefits to victims of the June flood
which caused billions of dollars in prop-
erty damage to residents of seven states.

*x  * *

Even before the bill was introduced
word seeped down from the White
House that President Nixon would “veto
the bill"” based on his opposition to the

retroactivity clause—the vital facet of
the bill in this area.

Granted that an economy drive is
necessary and that many of the so-
called welfare programs have become a
bureaucratic bonanza. But, to penalize
the taxpaying citizens of this area is
unthiugable.

It is to be hoped that such reports
are not true. For, if they are, a lot of
Wyoming Valleyites will want to know
how we can find billions in repara-
tions to rebuild North Vietnam while
ignoring the American citizen.

Hanoi has been a bitter enemy for
over a decade. Flood victims would find
it a bitter pill to swallow if we reward
our enemy and punish our friend.

* * *

Dan Flood, considered one of the 10
most powerful men in Washington, is
waging a battle that would not only
assist his constituents but the country
as a whole. /

He needs our support. It is our duty
to let President Nixon know that we feel
charity must begin at home.

B

FlooJ-prone ‘

Areas Will
Be Mapped

Harrisburg (P—A $40,000 con-
tract has been negotiated with
the U.S. Geological Society for

ing flood-prone areas Of
T Shapp an-

Pennsylvania, Gov.
nounced Friday.

“This mapping project, hope-

void
f“ny!winhebu"mem of

torms as Tropical Storm
sA‘gles'trzl property owners,” said

least minimize the

Shapp.
Maps drafted from the

will show land contours,
reas likely to be
structures and a foodi

which is

innundated by / serious
for some 5500 miles
currently uncharted.

ct will come
!Funhhrﬁevr:i‘wu B

from the Office
ning and Development.

or at

survey
major

irector A. Edward Simon said
th?“maps will enable xovem"
ment officials to plan future de-
velopments with an eye towardJ

flood impact.
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Study Backs
Better Flood

[Forecasting

Data System on
Primary Rivers |
To Be Expanded

Mechanicsburg, Pa. # — The
Susquehanna River Basin Com-
mission gave tentative approval
Thursday proposals to im-
prove flood forecasting along the
Susquehanna and it tributaries.
Robert Bielo, the commission’s
executive director, said the pro-
posals would be circulated amon

Pennsylvania, New York an

Maryland officials, as well as

‘|federal authorities. before final
‘laction is taken.

The tentative draft calls for
“an improved and expanded
data collection system on thei
main rivers,” with forecasts to
be issued at some 15 communi-
ties which do not currently get
stage and timing forecasts from
the National Weather Service.
The proposal also seeks more
information from a dozen water-
sheds ranging from 200 to 500
square miles each.

Bielo said the “ballpark esti-
mate” for putting the improve-
ments into effect is several hun-
dred thousand dollars. Where the
money would come from is un-
certain.

Federal agencies to take a
look at the plans before final
commission action include the
Weather Service, the U. S. Geo-

|logical Survey and the Army

Corps of Engineers.
Bielo said final action may be

taken at the commission’s next
meeting. Sept.iz,

bl e . e




field, N
with the Raritan River.

Agnes cast its spell on the
Wyoming Valley more than a
yvear ago and on Thursday the
Raritan roared into a half-dozen

yet totaled.

night a number of

field area and took the lives of
six persons with evacuees not

Ann Debroy, city editor of the
Plainfield Courier, said Friday
flood refu-
gees from Wyoming Valley and
Wilkes-Barre were among those
who had the cellars of their/POWe
newly-occupied structures filled
counties in Jersey’s North Plain-|by the overflow triggered Thurs-

Some Who Fled A gnes F lomjmg s
Caught by Deluge in New Jersey

Wilkes-Barre and neighbor-
hoods have the Susquehanna
River to contend with and Plain-
. J., and neighboring

communities have a problem

day by nine inches of rain.
“They came here after the
Agnes flood,” she observed.

She said reporters were on
the scene attempting to check
evacuees and their needs.

The big problem in the New
.Tersey area Friday was electric

"Beheve it or not, some people
are already back in their homes

and we are not certain as to how

ijof volunteers who poured

many are not able to return to
their residences,” she said.

She said the Army Engineers
have been trying for several
years to contain the Raritan
River “and the nine inches of

rain was too much.”

Appraised of the fact that the
Wyoming Valley region has a
supply of mobile homes, the
newspaperwoman said she and
her staff would attempt to de-
termine if there is a need for the
units in the New Jersey area.

“Thus far, the governor has
urged President Nixon to declare
the region a disaster area,” she
added.

Reminded of the vast amount
into
the Wyoming Valley region fol-
|flowing the Agnes blast, she said,
“We can probably use help.”

|




Wilkes-Barre Council Stormed by

Complaints From Flood Victims

Wilkes-Barre City Council
came in for a barrage of com-

plaints and requests Thursday
with more than a score of citi-
zens taking up slightly more than
half of the three-hour session
with their appearance before
council.

The session was interrupted
briefly at 11:45 a. m. when a
woman who had been standing in
the rear of the jam-packed coun-
cil chambers for more than an
hour and one-half, fainted, caus-
ing Mayor Con Salwoski to re-
cess the meeting.

The woman, Mrs, Francis Mc-
Cullough, 18 Catlin Ave., received
emergency treatment by Council-
man Dr. Walter Newman in an
adjoining room and then was re-
moved to Mercy Hospital at 11:58
in a police cruisercar by Pa-
trolmen Robert Slocum and Stan-
ley Sypniewski. She was ad-
mitted and her condition was re-
ported as fair.

It was learned the woman had

learn what action may be taken
concerning the acquisition of her
flood-damaged home in Sonth
Wilkes-Barre by the redevelop-
ment Authority. She has been
trying to' have the property
acquired, but has received no
satisfaction

Some of the citizens appearing
before council objected to hav-
ing their homes acquired for de-
molition while others registered
protests because they were being
overlooked.

Edward Mera, 45 Conwell St.,
said he was not against the
Downtown Redevelopment Proj-
ect, but against the “frills and
excess fat.” He asked that equal
treatment be given to all people
in the Valley. Mera claimed his
house has been refused for ac-
quisition, despite severe struc-
tural damage. City Manager
Bernard Gallagher replied he
viewed the house on Wednesday
and found the foundation to be
in better structural condition
than his (Gallagher’s) own.

appeared at council meeting to

Erwin Kurlancheek, owner of

a laundry and gasoline business
at 252 S. Main St., objected to
the proposed acquisition of his
property.

Mrs. Harry Girlock, 156 Dago-
bert St., complained she was
unable to get a satisfactory an-
swer from the Redevelopment
Authority as to what it was going
to do with her flood-damaged
home.

Ralph Trax, 92 Willow St., com-
plained that the Redevelopment
Authority was not acquiring his
p-operty at 414 Horton St., even
though it was damaged badly.

Lawrence Greerherg, o~ r of
Acme Locksmith Shop, N. Wash-
ington St., complained he woul
be put out of business when his
property is acquired and won-
dered what the redevelopment

was going to do for the small,

businessman. Richard Gelhard,
deputy director for WBRA, said

there will be in the Downtown

Urban Renewal plans for small
businesses. i

Mrs. John Sokola, 41 Conwell,
said she wanted her house ac-

City Council Okays £98 Million

Downtown Renewal Project, b-1

Wilkes-Barre City Council, by
a vote of 6 to 1, gave approval
to the ambitious program to re-
vitalize the central city business
district through the proposed
$58,000,000 Downtown Urban Re-
newal Project.

Mayor Con Salwoski cast the
lone dissenting vote.

Despite objections from num-
erous citizens, including Mrs.
Min Matheson, president of the
Flood Victims’ Action Council,
who spoke in opposition for
nearly 15 minutes, the gigantic
restoration project met with the
approval of six councilmen, all
of whom gave statements endors-
ing the program.

Vote on the downtown renewal
project followed appearance
more than a score of citizens
who spoke for and against the
project as well as other items.

An SRO crowd of more than
100 persons was squeezed into
council chambers, with dozens
more unable to get in.

Although a vote on the resolu-
tion calling for the adoption of
the renewal plan was scheduled
near the end of the meeting, it
was moved up on the agenda, on
motion of Councilman Joseph
Williams, due to the large crowd
awaiting outcome of the meas-

ure.

Motion to adopt a resolution
approving the urban renewal
plan and aLMibmw plan for

A avendncern mumniant

session, Curtis Montz, president
of the Wilkes-Barre Merchants’
Association, pressed for approval
of the project, saying the city’s
loss of tax base would be int
calcuable if it were not adopted.

Richard Levy, president of
Percy Browns, said he strongly
favored the plan and argued that
“businesses as well as houses
must be taken care of.” He said
“businessmen are all mortgaged
up to the hilt with the expecta-
tion of getting aid from the re-
development project.”

Henry Tuck Jr., Public Square
businessman, expressed opposi-
tion to the high cost of the
redevelopment project, stating
he believed it could be done bet-

of ter through private enterprise.

Mrs. Matheson strongly pro-
tested spending all of the money
for central city development.
She said that if the small busi-
nessmen to be relocated were
queried, many would express op-
position to the project.

She said she learned from
Frank Haas, regional HUD di-
rector, that some money can be
taken fom one project to another

and she urged that council not
permit the acquiring of buildings
which are in good shape, such as
the Martz Bus Terminal on Pub-
lic Square.

She also urged that the Rede-
velopment Authority cut out the
unnecessary frills and use the
money to help get the peopie
back in their homes in South
Wilkes-Barre.

She contended the money for
South Wilkes-Barre is totally in-
adequate and said, “It’s a crime
that we have not got any housing
for South Wilkes-Barre. Why
doesn’t city council assume the
leadership in fighting for the
flood victims? I can’t see how
you can treat the home owners
so unsympathetically.”

Mrs. Matheson questioned the
leadership of the Task Force Re-
covery Unit, saying that although
Wilkes-Barre received 69 percent
of the damage inflicted by Agnes,
the unit was not striven hard
enough for money for housing.
She said $17,000,000 is being spent
for housing of flood victims in

Reading, where damage was
minimal, yet nothing is being
spent in Wilkes-Barre,

quired by the WBRA, yet it had
not been surveyed.

Mrs. Walter Siarkowski, 101
Wood St., complained she was
content to remain at that address
and did not want it acquired by

Bess Rutstein, owner of Stan-
ley Auto Parts, 510 S. Main St.,
complained she was unable to
get a letter of condemnation
from the city building inspec-
tor’s office to qualify for an SBA
loan even though she had been
ordered by the office after the
flood to raze the structure.

Joseph Krumski and Daniel
Keller, representing organiza-
tions from the Heights and Iron
Triangle areas, said citizens vot-
ed on March 13 in favor of the
Downtown Urban Renewal Proj-
ect. |
James Azat, 70 E. Jackson St.,
presented council with a petition
bearing names of 20 residents
in the area who object to noise
and vibration caused by the
Wilkes-Barre Steam Heat Com-
pany plant on E. Bennett St.

Bernard Newman,K 150 New
Alexander St., said the city
should attempt to find a way to
buy flood-damaged houses and
then resell them in order to aid
the homeowners whose homes
were damaged extensively vet
did not qualify for acquisition by
the WBRA ‘

Edward Soboleski, 68 Brook-|
side St., said plans should be
made to protect Brookside from
future floods. He said the area
lis insecure because the water
(backs up in Mill Creek during
each fleod.

Michael Chadoba said the
Brookside Area has been neg-
lected by council, with particu-
lar neglect being shown for the
sewer line.

" Connie Foreman, a divorcee,|
objected to the closing of the
Day Care Center and wanted to/
know if council could do any-
thing about it. '

Genrse Mrochkn, owner of the
Old Fell House, 54-56 E. North-|
'ampton St., said he would prcferg
not to have the Redevelnpmentl
Authority acquire his property so
that he could develop a first-
class restaurant. |

Dale Hill, 121 Puritan Lane,]
said the city should provide edu-|
cational opportunities for the|
youths.

Council received two bids for
installation of a hot water heat-
iing boiler for the clubhouse at
Hollenhack Park. Post Fuel
Corporation submitted bid of
$6,275; and J. L, Turner Com-|
pany, $7,950. Bids were referred
to the city engineer and director
of The Recreation Board.

Council awarded contracts to
three low bidders for equipment
to be used by the department of|
public rks. Contracts were{'
eoranted to I R Eaquipment!®
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t will never occur aga .”” He
?;i‘d it was the most difficult de-
cision he ever made on council.

Dr. Walter Newman, said !éle‘

' the flood wi

wettm 1‘:’1:’:!1rg‘;uffered.' a $62,

personal damage to his home.
“ received the b‘o:lile problems|,

if y ‘m

3 !Exaenyeémmmmﬂty as a whole

when 1 vote aye,” said Dr. New-

man.

‘Rev, William Reid said he was
~.’\3:}e of the problems of South
Wilkes-Barre and Brooks?de and
not unsympathetic to their prob- ‘
lems. : ‘
“However, I beli:;lel the a‘ll;rba];

ewal ill make al
mworthw'e' hﬂzmmtribuﬁon to the
city's future,” he added. “The
proposed program is not perfect,
but if we don’t vote today we']l‘-
lose $58,000,000. We can’t come
back to do it another day.”

"Councilman Frank Trinisewski|
eaid the people of South Wilkes-
Barre must be considered and
there is a possibility of additional
funding. He added, however, that
‘he had no choice but to vote
lla e."

&mcﬂman Joseph Williams
said, “It's a renaissance for
Wilkes-Barre and Wyomini.?al-

. We've no choice k
doy e s T chmvineed|
the program is a right one that

it will provide a wider job mar-{
ket and increase the tax base.
It's a good plan, which may be
refined to a better one as it

Pl

eeds.

lm;,:ayor Salowski, in remarks
prior to his vote, said that the
people are still living in mobile
‘homes, or ‘“‘stockades,” and !:he
funds should first go to helping
them get back into their resi-
dences. 3
. “They have to journey fro
the trailer parks to stores an
back again; they have no recrea-
tional areas, like before when
they had back yards, and I think
some funds should go to these
refugees,” he commented..

Council’s approval of the urban
renewal plan was awaited anx-
iously by Horace E. Kramer,

hairman of thecRede:elopment
uthority; Leon Case, Jr., execu-
e dixzctor. and Richard Gel-
<, deputy executive director,
. gsat through the lengthy

awaiting the outcome.
-~ three-hour

the start of the

fo pe vy we —
pubtic. ks, Co¥eacts W
granted to I. R. Equipment|t
nCoropratfon, Scranton, two com-|!
‘oressors, $9,779.81; Highwa y|!
Equipment and Supply Com-
pany, two time paver and as-
‘phalt curb builder, $8,135; L. B.|t
! ~ Inc.,, tandem roller,

filing an application wi
for asisstance under the 701
Comprehensive Asisstance Pro-
gram; instructing Berkheimer,
Inc., to invest funds not sched-
uled for immediate distribution
in U. S. Treasury bills or certifi-
cates of deposit, and reuesting
the Redevelopment Authority to
provide an amendment to Smith,
Miller and Associates Engineer-
ing agreement for professionnﬂ
services to include full-time
project inspection, soils, and
field testing, and surveying dur-
ing the construction as required
by the EDA.

Also, the Greater Wilkes-Barre
Chamber of Commerce was
granted permission to hold Cher-
ry Blossom Time observance and
activities during the weekend of|
May 11-13, on Public Square,
River Common, Kirby Park and
Nesbhitt Park and Irem Shrine
Circus was authorized to place
a banner across W. Market
Street from April 8 through April
29. advertising the circus.

Five ordinances were passed
on second and final reading.
They were:

Providing for the vacation of
lanemmiers i
Pennsylvania Avenue to State
Street and an extension off State
sSmstey ST ety |
S. State Street as a public street,
running from the now vacaad
|Fairbairn Lane to the now va-
cated E. South Street; vacation
of a portion of Mooney Lane as a
public street, running from S.

Washington_Stzeet.-to .S, State

Also passed was an ordinance
fixing the number of officers and
amployes of all departments of
‘he city and the rate of compen-
sation.

Finally, council passed an or-
dinance providing for the estab-
lishment of a Bureau of Building
Inspection. The bureau will pro-/
vide for matters concerning, af-
fecting or relating to construc-
tion, alteration, repair, removal,
demolition, the equipment, use,
occupancy, location and mainte-
nance of buildings or structures
erected or about to be erected.

1t also will provide for per-
mits, fees and the licensing of|
various contractors; the estab-
lishment of a hoard of appeal;
the appointment of its members,
their terms of office, their
powers and duties, and pre-
scribe penalties for the vilola-
tion of this ordinance.

Prior to the start of the regu-
lar session, council conducted a
public hearing to consider the
rezoning of a 1.55-acre plot at
Frederick and Blackman Streets
from R-1 (residential) to C-2
commercial for establishment of
a used-car lot, as requested by
Benjamin Ciaverella. Council

agreed to rezoning when no one
appeared in sitio to it.




Wilkes-Barre Council Stormed by

Complaints From Flood Victims

Wilkes-Barre City Council
came in for a barrage of com-

plaints and requests Thursday
with more than a score of citi-
zens taking up slightly more than
half of the three-hour session
with their appearance before
council.

The session was interrupted
briefly at 11:45 a. m. when a
woman who had been standing in
the rear of the jam-packed coun-
¢il chambers for more than an
hour and one-half, fainted, caus-
ing Mayor Con Salwoski to re-
cess the meeting.

The woman, Mrs, Francis Mc-
Cullough, 18 Catlin Ave., received
emergency treatment by Council-
man Dr. Walter Newman in an
adjoining room and then was re-
moved to Mercy Hospital at 11:58
in a police cruisercar by Pa-
trolmen Robert Slocum and Stan-
ley Sypniewski. She was ad-
mitted and her condition was re-
ported as fair.

It was learned the woman had
appeared at council meeting to

learn what action may be taken
concerning the acquisition of her
flood-damaged home in Sonth
Wilkes-Barre by the redevelop-
ment Authority. She has been
trying to' have the property
acquired, but has received no
satisfaction,

Some of the citizens appearing
before council objected to hav-
ing their homes acquired for de-
molition while others registered
protests because they were being
overlooked.

Edward Mera, 45 Conwell St.,
said he was not against the

a laundry and gasoline business
at 252 S. Main St., objected to
the proposed acquisition of his
property.

Mrs. Harry Girlock, 156 Dago-
bert St., complained she was
unable to get a satisfactory an-
swer from the Redevelopment
Authority as to what it was going
to do with her flood-damaged
home.

Ralph Trax, 92 Willow St., com-
plained that the Redevelopment
Authority was not acquiring his
p-operty at 414 Horton St., even
though it was damaged badly.

Downtown Redevelopment Proj-
ect, but against the “frills and
excess fat,” He asked that equal
treatment be given to all people
in the Valley. Mera claimed his
house has been refused for ac-

quisition, despite severe struc- was going to do for the small

tural damage. City Manager
Bernard Gallagher replied he
viewed the house on Wednesday

in better structural condition
than his (Gallagher’s) own.
Erwin Kurlancheek, owner of

Lawrence Greenherg, o=~ r o
Acme Locksmith Shop, N. Wash-
ington St., complained he would
be put out of business when his

roperty is acquired and won-
dered what the redevelopment

businessman. Richard Gelhard,

deputy director for WBRA, said

v there will be in the Downtown
and found the foundation to be Urban Renewal plans for small

businesses.
Mrs. John Sokola, 41 Conwell,
said she wanted her house ac-

City Council Okays $58 Million
Downtown Renewal Project, 6-1

Wilkes-Barre City Council, by
a vote of 6 to 1, gave approval
to the ambitious program to re-
vitalize the central city business
district through the proposed
$58,000,000 Downtown Urban Re-
newal Project.

Mayor Con Salwoski cast the
lone dissenting vote.

Despite objections from num-
erous citizens, including Mrs.
Min Matheson, president of the
Flood Victims’ Action Council,
who spoke in opposition for
nearly 15 minutes, the gigantic
restoration project met with the
approval of six councilmen, all
of whom gave statements endors-
ing the program.

Vote on the downtown renewal
project followed appearance of
more than a score of citizens
who spoke for and against the
project as well as other items.

An SRO crowd of more than
100 persons was squeezed into
council chambers, with dozens
more unable to get in.

Although a vote on the resolu-
tion calling for the adoption of
the renewal plan was scheduled
near the end of the meeting, it
was moved up on the agenda, on
motion of Councilman Joseph
Williams, due to the large crowd
awaiting outcome of the meas-

ure.
Motion to adopt a resolution
approving the urban renewal
plan and a feasibility plan for
relocating the downtown project
as well as pledging the city’s co-
operation with respect to a work-
able program for community im-
provement was made by Council-
man Joseph Burns and ueondedj
nhv Robert Brader. .

session, Curtis Montz, president
of the Wilkes-Barre Merchants’
Association, pressed for approval
of the project, saying the city’s
loss of tax base would be in*
calcuable if it were not adopted.

Richard Levy, president of
Percy Browns, said he strongly
favored the plan and argued that
“businesses as well as houses
must be taken care of.” He said
‘“businessmen are all mortgaged
up to the hilt with the expecta-
tion of getting aid from the re-
development project.”

Henry Tuck Jr., Public Square
businessman, expressed opposi-
tion to the high cost of the
redevelopment project, stating
he believed it could be done bet-
ter through private enterprise.

Mrs. Matheson -strongly pro-
tested spending all of the money
for central city development.
She said that if the small busi-
nessmen to be relocated were
queried, many would express op-
position to the project.

She said she learned from
Frank Haas, regional HUD di-

and she urged that council not
permit the acquiring of buildings
which are in good shape, such as
the Martz Bus Terminal on Pub-
lic Square.

She also urged that the Rede-
velopment Authority cut out the
unnecessary frills and use the
money to help get the people
back in their homes in South
Wilkes-Barre.

She contended the money for
South Wilkes-Barre is totally in-
adequate and said, “It’s a crime
that we have not got any housing
for South Wilkes-Barre. Why
doesn’t city council assume the
leadership in fighting for the
flood victims? I can’t see how
you can treat the home owners
so unsympathetically.”

Mrs. Matheson questioned the
leadership of the Task Force Re-
covery Unit, saying that although
Wilkes-Barre received 69 percent
of the damage inflicted by Agnes,
the unit was not striven hard
enough for money for housing.
She said $17,000,000 is being spent
for housing of flood victims in

Reading, where damage was

rector, that some money can be minimal, yet nothing is being
taken fom one project to another'spent in Wilkes-Barre,

‘quired by the WBRA, yet it had
not been surveyed.

Mrs. Walter Siarkowski, 101
Wood St., complained she was
content to remain at that address
and did not want it acquired by
WBRA.

Bess Rutstein, owner of Stan-
ley Auto Parts, 510 S. Main St.,
complained she was unable to
get a letter of condemnation
from the city building inspec-
tor’s office to qualify for an SBA
loan even though she had been
ordered by the office after the
flood to raze the structure.

Joseph Krumski and Daniel
Keller, representing organiza-
tions from the Heights and Iron
Triangle areas, said citizens vot-
ed on March 13 in favor of the
Downtown Urban Renewal Proj-
ect. |

James Azat, 70 E, Jackson St., |
presented council with a petition
bearing names of 20 residents
in the area who object to noise
and vibration caused by the
Wilkes-Barre Steam Heat Com-
pany plant on E. Bennett St.

Bernard Newman, 150 New
Alexander St., said the city
should attempt to find a way to
buy flood-damaged houses and
then resell them in order to gid
the homeowners whose homes
were damaged extensively vet
did not qualify for acquisition by
the WBR |

Edwarm, " 68 Brook-
side St., said plans should be
made to protect Brookside from
future floods. He said the area
!is insecure because the water
;backs up in Mill Creek during
each fleod.

Michael Chadoba said the
Brookside Area has been neg-
lected by council, with particu-
lar neglect being shown for the
sewer line. |
" Connie Foreman, a divorcee,|
objected to the closing of the'
Day Care Center and wanted to
know if council could do any-#

thing about it.

Genrge Mroctko, owner of the
0ld Fell House, 54-56 E. North-|
'ampton St., said he would prcferi
not to have the Redevelooment|
Authority acquire his property so
that he could develop a first-
class restaurant. j

Dale Hill, 121 Puritan Lane,|
said the city should provide edu-
cational opportunities for the
youths.

Council received two bids for
linstallation of a hot water heat-
jing boiler for the clubhouse at
Hollenback Park.  Post Fuel
Jorporation submitted bid of
$6,275; and J. L, Turner Com-

pany, $7,950. Bids were referred

to the city engineer and director

of The Recreation Board.
Council awarded contracts to

three low bidders for equipment

to be used by the department of|
public rks. Contracts were|'
granted to I. R. Equipment

Coropration, Scranton, two com-
nressors, $9,779.81; Highway
Equipment and Supply Com-
pany, two time paver and as-
phalt curb builder, $8,135; L. B.
Smith, Inc., tandem roller,

P ——




Central, . Wilkes-Barre Projects
Receive $22._190.213 From State

The Commonwealth presented|ny in the Flood Relief Off
grants totaling $22,190,213 to the|Public Square, were Willia

Wilkes-Barre Redevelopment Au-
thority on Monday for the Down-
town and South Wilkes-Barre ur-
ban renewal projects.

State Sen. Martin L. Murray,
president pro tem of the Senate,
presented two checks to Joseph authority.
Long, Jr., vice chairman of the
authority.

The state share of the Down-
‘town ‘project is $12,759,213, and
for the South Wilkes-Barre proj-
ect $9,431,000.

ment of
State Rep.

cutive director, and

Wilkes-Barre; Leon Case,
Richard

hard, assistant director, of the

ice, 51|ture, the senator said, and ‘“to-
m H.|gether with Federal funds, they
Wilcox, secretary of the Depart- will make it possible for the
Community Affairs; city to continue its remarkable
Bernard O’Brien, comeback from disaster.”

exe-|pederal Grants $72,665,000

The Federal government has
earmarked $29,510,000 for the
South Wilkes-Barre project and

e thMeur;Iaeil g:“‘gmt;f bg;”“s $43,155,000 for the Downtown
State Leg_islature in 1972 when
o e s vl o e wonk o

@ Al epartment o ommunity Af-
grants represent 2 massive in-|eainc He said receipt of the

the :
h project.

Long expressed the thanks of

Also on ha.nd for the ceremo- vestment in Wilkes-Barre’s fu-| packs will “give us momentum

s|Corps Board OK's
Avg 373

Local Dike Pians ™

The Board of Engineers for Ri

1 1 ivers and H
gg.toAirge (%3;2; i(;]f E‘}pgﬁne?rs .has approved t?:;bo;;z,ggo%
or replace three majogr b:;idege:. koh B350 Taet ApF e

Announcement of the proj :
! project was
llg;;essman Daniel J. Flood, who had nl::g: ?:fisr‘:zdbyf s
‘ prlgv::lo:g the (fllcl)rgs o{l Engineers. e
ress funds the project, the M
A : s _arket Street, Car:
e Plymouth-Breslau bridges will be raised or r:y-
Existing levees will get another fi |
W o Ldenr other five feet of material and
areaéouder - pm;x{ channel will be cleared in certain
: ngressman Flood said 12 miles of 1 i i
ili‘a}ll:)?e towns: Plymouth, Kingston, Edwared‘;eveill‘em{“g’; r;‘lsed
me: c'(l)‘:g::shlp and Vgiltll:les-Barre, i i
sman said the approved plan now
tc:ﬁn}:m of the Corps of Englgleers. Succe@:dinggoset:aptso v?" lel
g o Arm!; %he; ng&?ral and State agencies, the Secretatl'y
i By o A0h %8s ce of Management and Budget and

Mr. Flood said it wi
| Clea;hau tlh"-Se ﬁ&fdiisf”m probably take at least one year to

he plan approved by the board i - e |
Wyolx'.m“ii1 Valley from a recurrence :f the ?ﬁzd 1;;zp500:,§c g
W TR S e b
would be $48,000. ual operation and maintenance costs

The Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors accepted

public comment on the plan thro
( e 1 ugh Aug.
meeting Tuesday and Wednesday at gvll‘hshliggt;ﬁ, 'lgae Cl.)oard A

to carry on the projects.”

‘Wilcox said the grants are in
addition to $6,450,000 already
provided for interim assistance
and $1,700,000 for trailer pad
rentals and other emergency

uses.

The South Wilkes-Barre project
covers 874 acres and 4,400 most-
ly residential structures—nearly
a third of the city.

More than 600 damaged struc-
tures are proposed for acquisi-
tion in South Wilkes-Barre. The
acquired areas will be reused
for new housing, new stores and
recreational facilities. There will
also be new roads, curbs, walks,
and water sewer lines.

The Downtown project includes
the heart of Wilkes-Barre’s com-
mercial area—207 acres with 798
structures. 2<4g.7/9%8 72£N.




on HUD

4,714 Families Rely

2wq.5,/973

LCPC Sponsors Meeting

On Flood Housing Crisis

A meeting was held by the Luzerne County Planning Commission for the
(County Housing Council and Advisory Committee to the County Planning Com-
mission at the County Court House. Attending were representatives from the
County Planning Commission, Bankers group, County Recovery Task Force,

Economic Development

e

Council of N.E. Pa. (EDC
NP), County Commission
Task Force, Economic De-
velopment Council of N.E. Pa.
(EDCNP), County Commission
on Economic Opportunity (CEO),
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD),
Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber
of Commerce, Wilkes-Barre City
and Luzerne County housing au-
thorities, the League of Women
Voters of Wilkes-Barre, County
Redevelopment Authority, Car-
ginters of Pennsylvania, United

ay of Wyoming Valley, Build-
ing Contractors’ Association of
Wyoming Valley, Wilkes-Barre
City Demonstration A g ency,
U.G.I. Corporation, and admin-
istrators of Wilkes-Barre City,
West Wyoming, Luzerne and
Edwardsville.

Edward Heiselberg, Director
of the Luzerne County Plan-
ning Commission, developed the
general housing problem in Lu-
zerne County, and particularly
the Wyoming Valley, indicating
there was a housing shortage
before the flood, which became
critical after the flood, and is
still critical with 4,714 families
still dependent on HUD for their
housing, most of which are in
mobile homes, with 880 dwelling
units having already been elimi-
nated by the flood, and withj
about 2,700 units proposed to be
demolished by wurban renewal.

The households whose homes
will be demolished by urban re-
newal, have a limited time to
spend their relocation money,
which can be as-high as $15,-
000, and the burban rem
projects may be jeopardi

unless the households involved
can be relocated in decent, safe,
and sanitary housing. Unless
HUD can produce or find
housing, with the help of other
agencies involved, for these
households, the HUD mobile
homes will be here for years.

Heiselberg stated that with a
five percent vacancy ratio, about
12,000 dwelling units are needed
in the County now, and another
5,600 units by 1977.

Wilbur Smith Inc. consultant
for the Sketch Plan of the Wyo-
ming Valley, estimated that 10,-
570 housing units woudl be
Park. The Highland Hills sec-
needed in the Valley by 1977, of
which almost one-tenth would
be for low income families, and
over one-third for the elderly.
3,052 Families Eligible

Tony Pisano said that HUD
estimated 3,052 families are eli-
gible for subsidized housing
units in the Valley, of which 1,-
841 are for mon-elderly and 945
for elderly who are eligible for

public housing, and 153 _no
elderly and 105-for medium in-
e

come (Section 235/236) housing.
It also projected 5,080 non-sul
sidized housing units required
in the Valley. Those dwelling
units estimated by HUD include
its caseload, the Corps of Engi-
neers demolitions, and those
proposed to be cleared by urban
renewal. It further estimated
the number of bedrooms needed.
Subsidized and non-subsidized
total 8,132 dwelling units.
The HUD computer survey in-
dicated that about one-third
each of those on its caseload
glanned to return either to their
omes after repairs or to rental
aj ents. Of the remainder
t one-sixth each plan to
either purchase conventional
homes or to buy mobile homes.
Heiselberg, and Leonard Ziol-
kowski of EDCNP, discussed in-:
formation prepared on housing
sites, indicating that a few good!
housing sites are needed now for
medium to large scale develop-
ment. sites discussed
was the Third Avenue Redevel-
opment Project in Kingston, the
State Aided Parsons Project, and
the new Hanover Industrial
Park. The Highland Hills sec-
tion of Jenkins Township was
also discussed, but needs s 7
including a_pumping station by
'the  Wyoming Valley Sanitary
Authority.

o
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|Near St. Clair School a“fw’;/’Z’

.|overflowed.

ler Street Bridge.

yesterday.

In attendance were Senator

that an emergency flushing project will begin tomor-
row behind the St. Clair public school near Thomas
Street in the lower end of Miners Mills.

O’Brien said residents ing
that part of town have -
complained bitterly about Stw“&pwgﬁ?ﬁrﬁ:hﬁf
a mine cave which developed at| mental Resources and O’Brien.
. ‘é‘:;d se;rlz]zn duggg n}ﬁflt %?;:}S{ Empire Construction Company

He said thedcfi'tlll, took tempo- S¥oERrEEROur. #0.
;?gra€§l°gezglopgdaiﬁgge :lv(i)tlg begin Wednesday when bids are
another void which developed ;g.?aor%gg ﬂ;‘il:c“;ttli‘o:'te?r:r:de{h:
on Bowman Street near the But- )

O'Brien said the decision to|> (yk fund.

begin emergency measures to-|other officials are planning a
morrow was made at a meeting

Emergency Flushing Projeci
Scheduled for Miners Mills

State Rep. Bernard J. O’Brien last night announced®

of Old Forge has been assigned

A more permanent project will

state’s $150 million flood emer-
O’Brien also added that he and
bigger project which will even-

tually result in mine cave pro-
tection for nearby homes in the

Martin L. Murray, Stephen |Miners Mills area.

K\ine Flushing“Job

Starts Tomorrow

'“emem'gency" mine-ﬂ,usy-
ing project is scheduled to begin
Monday in an area beneath St.
Clair School, St. Clair Street,
Miners Mills section of Wilkes-
Barre, it was reported Saturday
by State Representative Ber-
nard O’Brien, city. .

O’Brien said the NW
or surface stabiliza :

Beca of many complaints
W:ise by residents from the
school area regarding an under-

void in the vicinity of the
school, O'Brien said the State
Mines Bureau decided to begin
the flushing work sooner than
aep?ag’agrien and Senator Mar-
tin L. Murray were instrumental
in having flushing plans ad-
vanced for the project, with
Steve Pineno, mining engineer

with the State Mine Burean,

pl-nmdsl %pﬁe mine-flushing
job, O’Brien said, will come
from a $150-million allocation
that the State granted for flood-
related reh:]!l)ilibation work in
ing Valley.
Ve 6. Clair street under-
ground washout, O’Brien stated,
is directly related to the June,
, flood.
1%3% said the State some-
time this week is expected to
seek bids for mine flushing of
the Bowman Street area. In
February of this year, Wilkes-
Barre City Council gave a re-
lease to the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Department of
Environmental Resources to drill
approximattely 25 boreholes into
the underground areas of the
abandoned Baltimore Colliery to
determine areas for the Bowman
Street flushing project.




Pitiston “777

John Para, chairman

remain as is. He explained that
there are many expec:trpil&ctn-
cians, masons, ers,
g}l:;mbers welders, etc. and 1t
always been an area
neighbor helps neighbor.
fore, the best possible worker is
always available to help a friend
for he knows that in turn, he
" will receive the same type help
from another neighbor, expert
in some other trade.

Para explained that redevel-
opment had originally been con-
sidered to help the six people
in Port Blanchard who lost their
homes to Hurricane Agnes.
They did not qualify, however,
because they were de
to rebuid on the same site and
redevelopment does not permit
this. On their own, they are do-
ing ‘the building or repairs.

A few fam,thes did repair their

would give them up for to dof.
lar they were assured er re-
development.

Para says he does not feel
the whole townshlp should be
jeopardized because of a few,

icularly when their homes
ve been renovated and are
livable.

Para continued that the town-
ship does not have or has not
planned any major redevelop-
ment r&mieﬁLmRogds ar:i being e
repaired and the fire eq pmen
% resently totals some $40,000

ast lands remain open for
home or industrial development
and ll;:n{eels dtthéie townllugniss in
exce! condition, opera on
its own. This, he asserts, the'
residents want to continue with-
out any larger state or federal
agencies moving in to establish
rules or regulations.

Port Blanchard, with some 65

, was the one community
affected most deeply by the
1972 flood, since not one single
home was spared the wrath of
the storm. Almost every one has
been restored and the few re-
maining to be oompleted are,

making Tess.
This, toal m‘
aeomplish desmen

helping each other. eighbor “to
. and they are dew:J
mined to keep this vnoﬁu.

Jenkins Flood Victims
Spurnmg Redevelopment

Jenkms Township will not qualify for urban redevelopmenk
unless it adopts a buildin§ code, and this it will not do.
the township board of supervisors, |

assured the more than 4,000 township residents that the com-
munity-oriented township will._ ’
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Reunite

Federal Flood Emergency Aides

HAIL, HAIL THE GANG’S ALL HERE—A group of Fed-
eral flood relief leaders and aides at the reunion heard John
C. Bush, extreme left, outline activities in Wyoming Valley
following the emergency program of OEP at the reunion.
Bush, a member of the news staff of the Times-Leader, The
Evening News, Record reviewed programs with which many
of the Federal personnel were associated and noted the
agencies’ contribution to the flood relief.

The reunion of Federal aides was held on the first anni-
versary of the arrival of the United States agency personnel
in the region following the Agnes disaster. Event was staged
at King’s College where the OEP and related Federal agencies
coordinated the vast recovery effort under the direction of

Frank Carlucci, President Nixon’s personal representative in -

the Northeast and Central Pennsylvania area.
i










i$f446,611 in State Tax

Ta -G:T' A‘ﬂ-‘.'w S

Rebates

Due Owners of Flooded Really

The commonwealth will pump $1,446,611.19
into the region’s economy before the end of
the year in the form of tax rebates to the
owners of 16,073 properties affected by the
flood in 27 communities.

Of the total, $511,314.05 will be for county
taxes and $935,297.14 for municipal taxes.

A tabulation of the rebates was prepared
by Thomas Garrity, director of the Luzerne
County Assessors Office; Tony Barlik, deputy
director, and Eugene Kuchinski, director of
the County Data Processing Center.

Signed applications from the affected mu-
nicipalities are to be returned to the assessors
office by Aug. 15 after which they will be
hand-carried to Harrisburg by Elliott H.
Gates, consultant to the Department of Com-
munity Affairs.

Upon receipt of the money, made possible

eligible property owners. An escrow account
will be set up to handle the refunds to the
municipalities with the county sending out
these checks also.

The two requirements to be eligible for a
refund are that the property owner must have
paid the 1972 taxes and the owner of the
property at the time of the flood must still
be the owner of the property.

The county and municipal rebates are for
1972 taxes only, it was emphasized by Garrity
and Barlik.

School districts will have to apply to the
Federal government for rebates as will the
county Institution District, it was explained.

. Gates said that for 1973 the state will pay
80 percent of the tax loss directly to the af-
fected municipalities to replace that revenue.

The tax loss was arrived at by taking the
difference between the amount budgeted for

by a grant from the Department of Commu- 1972 and the average tax collected for the
nity Affairs, the county will send refunds to three previous years, 1969-70-71.

A tahle showing the municipality, the number of properties affected, old assessment, new as-

sessment, olc taxes, new taxes, loss, county rebate, municipal rebate follows:
old New old New Co. Mun,

Town Properties Assessm’t Assessm’t  Taxes Taxes  Rebate Rebate
Butler Twn. 13 § 37,419 $§ 23960 $ 257007 $ 1,989.56 § 12421 $ 16.90
Conyngzham Twp. 152 286,040 198,800 19,365.01 13,458.89 1,282.40 261.72
Duryea 112 222,930 170,660 18,436.38 14,113.58 768.44 940.86
Exeter 82 325,730 260,570 23,647.97 18,917.33 957.86 775.41
Exeter Twn. 37 112,260 75,280 7,600.01 5,096.45 543.62 258.86
Edwardsville 401 4,331,230 1,880,170 353,861.81 153,610.05 36,030.74 36,765.90
Forty Fort 1,604 6,730,080 4,265,750 576,768.85 365,575.50 36,225.92 46,822.27
Hanover Twp. 1,097 4,456,650 2,127,370 435,415.40 207,844.62 34,240.54 58,232.00
Hunlock Twp. 67 171,970 990 9,922.67 7,442.75 631.78 214.90
Jenkins Twp. 93 235,850 150,610 17,405.72 11,114.99 1,253.01 775.73
Kingston 4,597 25,691,970 15,273,190 2,253,188.19  1,339,460.86 153,156.39  218,794.38
Larksville 7 57,150 40,810 5,012.05 3,579.04 240.19 343.14
Luzerne 101 285,680 197,200 23,911.47 16,505.70 1,300.65 1,504.16
Nanticoke 69 142,920 91,270 12,248.28 7,821.92 | 759.21 1,084.65
Nescopeck 13 50,400 33,600 3,815.27 2,543.54 246.93 168.00
Nescopeck Twp. 27 41,840 27,820 2,916.25 1,939.05 206.10 56.08
Plymouth 807 2,989,540 1,809,590 262,183 01 158,701.47 17,345.19 24,778.96
Plymouth Twp. 238 560,270 338,170 40,451.51 24,415.91 3,264.83 1,665.73
Plains Twp. 86 201,540 119,630 17,574.26 10,436.08 1,203.33 1,186.97
Pringle 26 85,550 60,320 6,604.44 4,656.70 370.89 264.90
Shickshinny 252 730,490 452,400 47,993.35 29,722.78 4,087.98 3,615.17
Swoyersville 1,490 4,203,570 2,515,810 348,476.83 208,561.33 24,810.51 27,341.96
West Pittston 538 2,776,710 2,121,660 194,925 14 148,940.56 9,629.34 - 6,223.00
West Wyoming 132 539,100 418,220 38,653.50 29,986.44 1,776.90 1,329.68
Wyoming 48 1,161,320 512,800 79,782.74 35,229.37 9,533.29 5,188.16
Pittston 15 112,770 87,330 9,889.92 7,658.85 373.96 585.12
_Wilkes-Barre 3,969 31,810,520 20,181,310 3,669,661.81 2,234,732.18 170,949.84 496,102.53
‘Grand Total 116,073 $88,351,490 $53,568,340 $8,482,281.92 $5,064,055.50 $511,314.05 $935,297.14
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Remain Aheac

treal Expos on for a 7-3
vietory Monday.
Beckert’s double to the left-

field corner came after Jim

Junior Golf Event
At Irem on Sunday

- Irem Temple Country Club jun-
jor golfers will compete in their
annua] tourney this Sunday. Jun-
ior members will have a start-
?ﬂme at noon, It will be in-
dividual play with members us-
ing their elub handicap.

ers under 21 will be eligible for
action, :

a5 5 s e 5l

Expos Down Cubs

Montreal (#—Left-hander Balor|Hickman and Andre Thornton
Moore held Chicago hitless until|had coaked walks from the hard-
Glenn Beckert doubled ‘to drive|throwing sophomore. Randy
in the first of three Cub runs in{Hundley then followed with a
the seventh inning, hut the Mon-|single to drive in the other two

|

Chicago runs.

Moore, 6-10, was in trouble in
the first when he walked two
batters but fanned Ron Santo to
end the threat and then proceed-
ed to retire 17 batters in a row
before walking Hickman with
oneé out in the seventh.

The Cubs chased Moore, re-
called by the Expos from their
Peninsula farm club in the In-
ternational League July 31, in
the eighth on consécutive singles
illgy Don Kessinger and Billy Wil-

ams.

Mike Marshall relieved, nail-
ing down Moore’s second
straight victory since rejoining
Montreal. Moore shut out the

Wilkes Waintenarice
Employes to Unionize

- Maintenance employes of
‘Wilkes College are abouty to be-
come unionized according to un-
official reports reaching this
‘newspaper Tuesday night,

~ According to the report, nego-
tiations are now taking place be-
‘tween the college’s administra-
;tion and representatives of the
'Laborprg International Union,
Negquahons Wwere reported as
running “smoothly,”

- Employes have never had a
. : the college and it has
‘been reported the maintenance
personnel in. particular have
been attempting to become un.
since the 1972 flood.,












