State Could Lose |

Harrisburg (® — State officials
expressed confidence Wednesday
that the federal government
would reverse a ruling that could
cause Pennsylvania to lose “P to
$40 million in flood relief for
schools.

If the ruling sticks, however,
owners of property damaged by
the June flood may not be able
to get discounts on taxes paid
to local school districts.

The possible loss of the funds
was announced by Community
Affairs Secretary William Wil-
cox, who asked U. S. Sen. Hugh
Scott, R-Pa., to ‘discourace
this piece of bureaucratic game-
manship.”

Wilcox said an official of the
LU' S. Department of Health,

School Flood Aid

Education and Welfare informed
nim Pennsylvania was ineligible
for the funds because it passed
its own state law providing re-
lief to flood-damaged school dis-
tricts and property owners.
But state officials said the
federal government is misinter-
preting the law, which they said
was passed as a supplement to
federal aid, not as a substitute.
The legal counsel of the Of-
fice of Education in Washington
is now reviewing the case and
expects a decision in a few days.
“We’re going to win this
one,” said Albert Hydeman, a
Community Affairs Department
official. “The foundation for
which they base their decision
is made of sand.”
The state law, which was
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passed last November, allows|.
flood-hit property owners to pe-
tition for tax rebates from their
local municipality, county and
school district, The state would
then reimburse the taxing body
for any loss ahove whatever the
f 2

The $40 million potential loss
would only affect school dis-
tricts. It would cover both loss
of revenue from tax rebates
and damage to school property.

Federal law forbids giving
aid to school districts when the
state is also providing aid for
the same purpose. .

The dispute centers around
'whether the state law or federal
law comes first in giving relief
to school districts.

The last line of the state law
says: ‘‘no payment under the
authority of this act shall be
made to school districts unless
the district has applied for as-
sistance from the federal gov-
ernment . . _ and that application
has been denied.”

State officials said they would
probably go to court if the rul-
ing is upheld, but they don’t be-
lieve it will go that far.

“The feds have taken the same
kind of position before, and
when push came to shove, they
‘backed down,” said Hydeman.




State Will Act on $212,000
Earmarked for City Police

An application for $212,000 earmarked for restructuring and beefing up the
Wilkes-Barre Police Department will be reviewed tomorrow in Harrisburg by

members of the Governor’s Justice Comission.

Harry Russ, regional director of the Commission with offices in Kingston, said

the proposed program wills —
result in the creation of
seven new positions on the
force and calls for “concentrated
patrols in the Heights section of
the city.” The proposed program,
titled “Restructure of the Wilkes-
Barre Police Department,” also
calls for reorganization of the
entire force. :
Officials of the Governor’s
Justice Commission have worked
with members of the City
Demonstration Agency, formerly
Model Cities, and Wilkes-Barre
officials in drafting the program.
Of the $212,000 involved, $68,000
would consist of federal funding
provided through the Governor’s
Justice Commission, and the re-
maining $144,000 would come
from the City Demonstration
Agency and municipal sources.
The program, it was pointed
out, has nothing to do with fill-
ing three vacancies already
existing on the local police [
force. Those vacancies were 2 /q /7%
created with the resignation of /
Patrolman Walter Pomanek and PP s
the retirement of Detectives Wil-|
liam Davis and John Anstett. =

Programs totaling nearly|
$750,000 will be reviewed by the
Governor's Justice Commission
tomorrow for use in the region
covered by the lical office, in
addition to the Wilkes-Barre pro-
gram, Russ said, including a pro-
posed training program for the
Lackawanna County District At-
torney Office.

$40 Million
Flood Relief
Fund Released

Harrishurg ® — The federal
government has reversed an
earlier ruling and released up
to $40 million in flood relief to
Pennsylvania school districts,
|Gov. Shapp.said Friday. 2
The U. S. Department of
|Health, Education and Welfare
‘had frozen the money, con-
tending duplicate state funds
were available for the same re-
lief purposes. Federal law pro-
hibits spending flood relief
money where state aid is aiso
available. .

Atty, Michael Hudacek, soli-
citor for Wyoming Valley West
School District,, said Friday
night that no portion of the $40
million will be earmarked for
regional school districts since
flood-damaged schools in Lu-
zerne County will be rehabili-
tated by special allocations ap-
proved late last year.

“The money local school dis-
tricts were promised from the
federal government is secure,
and even if the $40 million re-
mained frozen, it wouldn’t have
affected local schools,” Atty. Hu-
dacek said, “Funds to Luzerne
County schools already had been
allocated. =

Atty. Hudacek said the funds
originally had heen frozen due
to a change in the tax assess-
ment law.

The Community Affairs De-
partment appealed the ruling to
'HEW, asserting federal officials
lwere simply misreading -state,
aw. ’

Shapp, in a letter to Commu-
nity Affairs Secretary William

cox, said he had been in-
formed by HEW officials that
the state law will not affect the
$40 million in federal money.

The money represents tax rev-
enues that school districts may
lose under a property tax re-
bate program.
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'FROM HARRISBURG

GEORGE CLARK
HARRISBURG—Rather than warring over pro-

posed increases in state taxes and spending programs, -

the Shapp administration and politically-split legis-
lature will battle over the size of a promised tax cut

this year.
The stage for the new
fiscal brawl already has

been set and will be pinned
down Tuesday when Gov.

Milton J. Shapp presents his .

budget for the fiscal year
starting July 1 to a joint
session of the House and
Senate. :

Compared to the present
outlay of $3.6 billion for day-
to-day operations of state
government, the governor is
expected to call for spending
in the range of $3.85 billion to
3.9 blillion.

In so doing, Shapp also will
be able to show, by his fig-
ures, that the state will be
able to provide a reduction
in the rate of both the per-
sonal income tax and corpo-
rate taxes.

His tax-cut recommenda-
tions will be modest. Most
speculation has it that he will
suggest the personal income
tax can be trimmed irom
2.3% to 2.2%.

* * * ,

HOWEVER, within the past
few days, new speculation
sufgests that Shapp has been
able to carve up his tax and
sgend plans to a point where
the personal income tax can
be chopped to an even 29%.

No matter what he will
propose, the Republican-con-
trolled House will be aiming
for much more substantial
tax cuts.

Last Tuesday,
party line vote

on a straight
of 102-78, the

House adopted a resolution
putting the assemblymen on
record in favor of clamping a
$3.72 billion spending ceiling
on new spending.

House Democrats contended ]

the resolution was meaning-
less and even its sponsor,
Rep. H. Jack Seltzer, R-
Lebanon County, admitted the
measure was not legally bind-
ing.
* * *

HOWEVER, Seltzer, chair-
man of the powerful House
Appropriations Committee,
termed the resolution a
“moral commitment” to con-
trol state spending which has
risen 400% in the past 10

‘years.
He noted that if Shapp can -

be held to the $3.72 billion
ceiling the projected tax cut
next fiscal year can total $324
million.

This compares with initial
plans by the administration
to trim personal and corpo-

rate taxes by a bit more than

$100 million.

Rep. Martin P. Mullen, D-

Philadelphia, minority ‘ chair-
man of the apgropriations
committee, argued that the
House GOP ceiling was “un-
realistic” because of soaring
costs, particularly - in educa-
tion. :
He said most of these soar-
ing costs, are mandated in-
creases, about which the leg-
islature has no control.

AS THE BUDGET battle

ol

takes shape, Republicans will
try to pin Shapp with a tax-
happy label, contending the
2.3d% - personal income tax
and certain business taxes
have been excessive.

The GOP will remind tax-
payers that it tried hard last
year to enact the personal
income tax at the rate of
1.9%, but were outvoted by
Democrats, who were in ma-
{’onty control of both cham-
ers.

Assuming the Seltzer plan
eventually will find its wa
out of the House, it likely will
linger in the Senate where
eemocrats hold a bare major-
ity.

Thus, after a trillion words
are uttered on the House and
Senate floors, much of it non-
sensical, Shapp’s budget re-
quest likely will wind up in
a joint conference committee. -

That bipartisan panel will
come up with a tax cut some-
where between Shapp’s and
Seltzer's recommendations.
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FROM

HARRISBURG

By GEORGE CLARK

HARRISBURG—Gov. Milton J. Shapp has present-
ed a $3.82 billion budget for the fiscal year starting

July 1 that is remarkable beyond belief .
from a political viewpoint.

Democratic legislative
leaders will be able to de-

fend it without too much
difficulty.

Republican legislative lead-
ers will be up a tree trying
to find a nut in the proposed
tax-cut and spending-increase
plan to crack.

If the governor has his way,
Pennsylvania wage and sal-
ary earners will begin paying
a 2.19 personal income tax
on July 1, a reduction from
2.3%.

Shapp’s plan also calls for
a cut from 119 to 10% in the
rate of the corporate net in-
come tax, effective Jan. 1,
1974. '

And he wants to set aside
$30 million—over and above
the $26 million paid out this
year—of the proceeds from
the state lotteries for local
Fo:ernment property tax re-
ief.

The relief, to cover the
poor, elderly, widows and
widowers who own their
homes, persons who rent and
disabled people, would be ex-
panded by July 1 thls year.

BUT REPUBLICAN leaders
say Shapp’s budget presenta-
tion last Tuesday was an im-
plied admission that his tax
plan, enacted last year, was
excessive.

So, the GOP leaders main-

in, there still remains suffi-
cient fat in what mostly has
been described as a tight-
fisted general fund bu

7et ers league back in Fayette

. . at least

proposal to cut even more
spen

Senate Minority Whip Stan-
ley G. Stroup, R-Bedford, en-
visions the legislature bemg
able to trim the personal in-
come tax rate back to 1.89%,.

House Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman H. Jack Selt-
zer, R-Lebanon County, will
strive to whack another $100
million from the governor’s
spending requests.

In presenting his fiscal plan,
Shapp said it represented only
an increase of $175 million
over present-year outlays for
all of the state’s programs and

' services.

This proposed increase is
the smallest in the past 12
years.

* *

HE ADMITTED that his
tax-cut suggestions also were
modest, but modest they must
be if the state isn’t to face an-
other crisis hinging on bank-
ruptcy.

Shapp took a bold, and po-
litically unpopular step, b
recommending that the schol-
arship and student loan pro-
gram and the appropriations
to all of the colleges and uni-
versities remain the same.

The average taxpayer hkely
will applaud this action, but
parents of college students
and university officials will
scream about the likely possi-
bility of a sharp tuition
increase.

But as Sen. William E. Duf-
field, D-Uniontown, once a
leader of a concerned taxpay-

County, put it last Tuesday:

“If everyone wants to go to
college, let them pay for it,
not the poor midd e-mcome
wage earner who been
gaymg the higher tab for the

nefxt of everyone but him-
helf.” .

* ®

SHAPP ALSO warned that
the state is unsure what ef-
fect the budget cutback of
the Nixon Administration will
have on financing various
state programs, noting the
state may not get as much
from Washington as it has in
the past.

In any event, Shapp has
presented a budget more ac-
ceptable to more people than
any in recent years, and, in so
doing, he has left room for
the legislature to develop a
quick compromise.

The lawmakers have to
agree on whether it is better
to agree on a modest tax cut
and screams from those re-
cipients whose special pro-
jects are being pinched.

Or, by jacking up the
spending a bit more, take the
screams from the taxpayers,
whose only connection with
state government is forking
over the cash.



7,500 Ineligible Persons Swept

| From Relief Rolls In State

' (Richard Haratine’s Harrisburg Dateline
has been discontinued. Today William
DiMascio, Associated Press political writer,
commences a special column for the Sunday
edition, the Times-Leader Evening News,
Recoﬂ{. covering events on the Harrisburg
Scene.

HARRISBURG—For the first time in nearly

a decade, the public assistance rolls are de-’

clining.
And in support of Gov. Shapp’s claim that

government efficiencies helped hold his pro--

posed budget to a minimal increase, the de-
cline is largely due to the Welfare Department
innovations,

In dollar terms, the state is trimming $40
million from its allocation for cash grants to
welfare recipients, Last year, 42,000 persons
were taken off the rolls, according to the gov-
ernor’s budget message. The department says
there are now 833,000 receiving grants.

#* ® ®

Early in 1971 predictions were that the
caseload would hit one million, It had been
rising since the early 1960s. A

In September 1971, Welfare Secretary
Helene Wohlgemuth issued a directive requir-
ing verification of information given when ap-
plying for assistance. The result, she says, was
a 37 per cent rejection rate for new applicants
in Philadelphia alone.

In December, the department began its
Operation Sweep by sending a team of spe-
cialists into four county welfare offices to
check eligibility of persons whose records were
on file, The operation was expanded and has

\

probed records in 20 counties and 13 districts
of Philadelphia. Mrs. Wohlgemuth says it is
responsible for removing some 7,500 persons
from the rolls. . '

During a two-week ‘‘Sweep” in Dauphin
County, she said, 800 recipients were found in-
eligible,

One of the things discovered by the opera-
tion was that the state had been sending pay-
ments to persons that county welfare had no
case records on. In some cases, recipients
were filing through two different county offices
and the state had never checked case records

against its mastex; pay:nent. list.

Another step in eliminating payments was
development of the bank delivery system of
checks. This curtailed duplicate payments to
recipients who used to be able to get a second
emergency payment by merely claiming the
original was lost in the mail.

Now the department plans to check its
master payment list against data compiled for
unemployment compensation purposes.

Mrs. Wohlgemuth says the department re-
cently sampled 500 cases in Fayette County
that showed the recipients had no income out-
side of assistance grants according to welfare
files. One out of every four cases checked,
however, showed an unemployment compensa-
tion payment or evidence the person returned
to work, she said.

The cases eliminated last year fell in the
Aid to Families with Dependent Children or
General Assistance categories. Other catego-
ries provide medical assistance or aid to the
elderly, blind or disabled.

2/1-7F

T L EN



Solons Split on Law Measure

(From llrrh’lrt Bureau) :
- Harrisburg — This is the vot-
ing record of area lawmakers
during the week of January 29-
February 3 — including passage
by the House of Representatives
of the controversial resolution
giving it broad powers to inves-
tigate law inforcement including
the alleged illegal wire tapping
by state police—with voting as
follows by local legislators, Rep-
resentatives George C. Hasay,
R-Shickshinny; Raphael Musto,
D-Pittston: Bernard F, O’Brien,
D-Wilkes-Barre; Frank J. O’Con-
nell, R-Kingston; Fred J. Shup-
nik, D-Luzerne; James J. Usty-
noski, R-Hazleton, and Senators
Martin L. Murray, D-Ashley and
T. Newell Wood, R-Harveys
Lake): -
Senate :
- Senate Concurrent Resolution
203 — (Passed) — A request by
the State Legislature to Congress
that January 15 be designated as
a national holiday in memory of
Dr. Martin Luther King. This

olution now goes to the State

use of Representatives for a
vote by that chamber before it
can be presented fo Congress.
(Murray — Yes; Wood — No)
House of Representatives
: 'HB 97 — (Passed) — Regulates
the sale and display of baby
chickens and rabbits which are
often mistreated during Easter
and other holidays. Forbids dye-
ing them or selling or giving
away rabbits less than twlﬂ
months old and chickens, duck-
lings or other fowl less than a
month old. (Hasay — Yes; Musto
— Yes; O’Brien — Yes; O’Con-
nel — Yes; Shupnik — Yes;
Ustynoski — Yes)
«'HB 192 — (Passed) — Appro-
priates $2 million out of the
motor license fund for payment
of approved claims for refunding
liquid fuels taxes and fuel use

Social Security payments, $10
million for excess formula costs
for school instruction and ren-
tal payments and $3.5 million
for maintenance of state medical
and surgical hospitals. (Hasay—
Yes; Musto—Yes; O’Brien—Yes;
0’Connell—Yes; Shupnik — Yes;
Ustynoski—Yes) =

House Resolution 14—(Passed)
— Sets up a House of Repre-
sentatives committee to investi-
gate the closing of Blossbhurg
State Hospital last September by
the Stdte Department of Public
Welfare. (Hasay — Yes; Musto
—Yes; O'Brien — Did not vote;
O’Connell — Yes; Shupnik —
Yes; Ustynoski — Yes)

House Resolution 21—(Passed)
— This is the controversial reso-
lution to set up a House of Rep-
resentatives committee with
broad powers to investigate law
enforcement in Pennsylvania in-
cluding the alleged illegal wire-
tapping by State Police. The
panel will consist of three Re-
publicans and two Democrats.
(Hasay — Yes; Musto — No;
O’Brien — Did not vote; O’Con-
nell — Yes; Shupnik — No;
Ustynoski Yes)

House Resolution 21— Amend-
ment — (defeated) to set a Jan.
31, 1974 deadline for a report by
the House of Representatives
committee that is to investigate
law enforcement in Pennsylva-
nia. (Hasay — No; Musto — Yes;
O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell—No;
Shupnik — Yes; Ustynoski—No)

House Resolution 21 — Amend-
ment (approved) to eliminate
from the forthcoming investiga-
tion by the House of Representa-
tives into law enforcement the
authority to use services and

personnel of any state agencies
in its probe. (Hasay — Yes;
Musto — Yes; O’Brien — Yes;
0’Connell — Yes; Shupnik—Yes;
Ustxnoski\—- Yes)

House Resolution 21—Amend-
ment (defeated) fo enlarge from
five to 10 members the size of
the House of Representatives
committee that will investigate
law enforcement in Pennsylva-
nia. (Hasay—No: Musto—Yes;
O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell — No;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—No)

House Resolution 21—Amend-
ment (defeated) to mandate pub-
lication of expenses and expen-
ditures within 30 days after the
House committee established by
this resolution eompletes its in-
vestigation of law enforcement.
(Hasay—No; Musto—Yes: O'Bri-
en—Yes; 0’Connell—No; Shupnik|
—Yes; Ustynoski—No) |

House Resolution 21—Amand-
ment (defeated) giving the
Speaker of the House of Repre-|
sentatives the power to hire em-
ployes for that chamber’s probe
into law enforcement in Pennsyl-
vania, The original resolution
gives that power to the five-
member committee that will con-
duct the investigation. (Hasay—
Yes; Musto—Yes; O'Brien—Yes;
0O’Conne: 11‘\110,). Shupnik — Yes;

—INO ——

House Resolution 21—Amend-
ment (defeated) to require com-
plete public identification of
prospective employes to be hired
by the House committee investi-
gating law enforcement in Penn-
sylvania. (Hasay—No; Musto—
Yes; O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell—
No; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—

No)

taxes from municipal authori-
ties. This brings the state 2 /2-3
into compliance with a recent 22BN '
court ruling. (Hasay-Yes; Musto-
Yes; O’Brien-Yes; O’Connell- 7’.;;, E,/\!

Yes; Shupnik-Yes; Ustynoski-
Yes)
" HB 193 — (Passed) — A de-
ficiency appropriation of $24.1
million for current spending by
_ﬂ{e Department of Education
with $20 million earmarked for
paying school districts for annual
rental or sinking fund charges
n school buildings. (Hasay-Yes;
usto-Yes; O’Brien-Yes O’Con-
nell-Yes; Shupnik-Yes; Ustyno-
ski-Yes) :
~ HB 194 — (Passed) — A de-
fienciency appropriation of $31.4
million to cover a variety of
spending for the current fiscal
ear such as $14 million for the
te’s contribution to teacher’s




Ref erendufné—ﬁefqre Building
New Schools Asked by Solon

Harrishurg (M — Legislation
to require public approval be-
fore construction of new school
buildings was introduced in the
House Tuesday as a means of
curtailing excessive school build-
/ing costs,
| “Exotic construction doesn’t
make Johnnie learn how to read,
but it can make his parents pay
more taxes than necessary,”
ajd the bill's prime sponsor,

g;ecial Parley Slated

On Job Cuts in State

Philadelphia (® — Gov. Milton
J. Shapp has called for a special
meeting of the Pennsylvania
Congressional delegation in
Washington Tuesday to discuss
the proposed cutbacks in federal
jobs in the Commeonwealth.

- A spokesman for Philadelphia
Mayor Frank Rizzo said the
mayor has accepted the govern-
or’s invitation to attend the
meeting.

Labor officials and ecivic
groups began marshalling their
forces to block the federal cut-
backs announced last week.

In addition to the 2,500 jobs
involved in the shift of the
Electronics Command, now
headquartered on Rittenhouse
Square in Philadelphia, to Ft.
Monmouth, N. J., the Nixon Ad-
ministration announced last
Wednesday it planned to elimin-
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Rep. Samuel E. Hayes 'Jr., R-
Blair.

“Excessive building costs have
‘contributed to our people’s eco-
nomic stress and tax overburden.
In addition, and very important,
unnecessary building costs can
divert dollars from the students’
instructional program.”

His bill, similar to one that
passed the House last year but
which never came to a vote in
the Senate, would require a ref-
erendum or public hearing before
construction on new buildings or

au:mpﬂll additlons can begin.
sary in all ﬂ'ﬁs%m esti-

mated construction exceed
an amount based on Number

cility. ;
The formula would allow $2,800°
in" construction costs for each:.
pupil to use an elementary
school; $4,000 for each pupil of
rated capacity in grades seven
through nine: and $5.200 for each-
pupil of rated capacity in grades-
10 through 12. R
If the construction eost did not
exceed the maximum under the
formula, a public hearing on the
plans would be sufficient, 5
The state Department of Edu-
cation would be responsible for:
reviewing all construction plans,
offering advice, and investigat-
ing complaints against any build-
ing plans. ,
The education secretary would
have the power to deny approval
to any school construction failing

of students who will use the fa.

to meet prescribed standards. —

ate about 500 jobs at the Phila-
delphia Naval Shipyard.

The action at the shipyard in-
volves 263 layoffs in ‘“‘direct la-
bor” jobs and 272 through attri-
tion.

Pennsylvania is bheing asked
to absorb 18.4 per cent of the
total Army cutbacks throughout
the nation, according to Norval
D. Reece, special assistant to
the governor.

Reece said Shapp feels the per-
centage is exorbitant and will
stress that at the meeting on
Tuesday.

The governor will point out,
Reece said, that Pennsylvania is
still suffering from the effects
of tropical storm Agnes which
swept the state last June.

“The governor will tell the
delegation that the loss of so
many jobs at a time when
Pennsylvania needs all the help
it can get seems punitive in na:
ture,” Reece said.

Thomas Daniels, president of
the American Federation of Gov-
ernment Employes, Local 1498,
which represents the Electronics
Command employes, said his
union would send a group to
Washington next Thursday to
meet with Secretary of the Army
Robert F. Froehlke and Penn-
sylvania Sens. Hugh Scott and
Richard Schweiker.

Many of the workers at the
Electronics Command, Daniels
said are from low-income fam-
ilies and cannot afford to move

the only housing available in

to the New Jersey site. He said|

that area runs from $20,000 up.

i it - - ®
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“lto- a proposal by two western

\lelective office.

|moreland, and Sen, Robert D.
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Harrisburg * (#—Attorney Gen-
eral Israel Packel has objected

Pennsylvania legislators that
would make his $27,500 post an

Sen. John N. Scales, D-West-

Fleming, R-Allegheny, plan this
week to introduce legislation for
a constitutional amendment that
would remove the position of the
state’s ‘top law officer from the

g 4/ (17
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‘Bttorney General Not
In Favor of Propo

ernor. g s
“My preliminary reaction,”
said Packel, “is that the attors
ney general should not be an
elective officer, I the of-
fice of attorney general should
be one viewed with great re-
spect and carried on with no
obligation to anyone but the
people. That’s the basis on which
I took the position. 3
“If there were a way for a
high independent court to make
the appointment, I would see

appointive powers of the gov-

merit in such a ;ystem._f' he said.



State Legislature Faces Internal
Battles on House, Senate Rules

Harrisburg (® — The legisla-
ture reconvenes Monday facing
internal battles on House and
Senate rules for the 1973-74 ses-
sion.

House Republican majority
leaders hope for a vote by
Tuesday on major changes in
operating procedures. Senate
majority Democratic leaders are
less enthusiastic about any
changes but planned to follow
the same schedule.

In both chambers, Democratic
leaders took a lukewarm stance
toward controversial GOP sug-
gestions, particularly moves to
open the committee system to
public scrutiny.

A group of 10 House Republi-
cans, handpicked by Speaker
Kenneth B. Lee, R-Sullivan, has
urged the public be admitted to
lall meetings where formal ac-
'tion"is taken.

GOP leaders in the Senate
have asked that committee vot-
ing records be open to the pub-
lic. But they stop short of the
recommendations of freshman
Sen, Edward Howard, R-Bucks,
who plans to ask that all com-
mittee meetings be open, save
those relating to the security of
th Commonwealth or the per-
sonal lives of individuals.

In previous sessions, com-
mittee meetings have been
closed to the public, by regu-
lation in the House and by
tradition in the Senate.

None of the new rules propos-
als would change a committee’s
vower to kill a bill by refusing

to report it to the floor. But de-
pending on the outcome of the
rules fights, the public may be
able to find out which legisla-
tors wield the knife.

House Minority Leader Herbert
Fineman, D-Philadelphia, and
Senate Majority Leader Thomas
Lamb, D-Allegheny, said they
need more information before
taking a stand on the GOP’s pro-
posals.

“I don’t know what their pro-
posal on committee meetings
really means,” said Fineman,

“Does the reference to ‘formal
action’ mean the public will be
admitted only at the time a vote
i taken, or does it mean they’ll
be admitted from the moment
the meeting opens? The same
kind of situation prevails as to
the other rules. They’re vaguely
worded, fuzzy and hazy . . .

“My public position has been
that I will support open meetings
in terms of the votes of members
being disclosed. We don’t want
a representative taking one posi-
tion in committee and another
on the floor. That’s dishonest.

“But I don’t think it’s prudent
. . . to say all meetings will be
open, allowing the public to lis-
ten to all the deliberations from
A to Z. I think that would shackle
the free exchanges of ideas.”

Lamb who last month proposed
new Senate rules that would en-
able open meetings at the dis-
cretion of the committee chair-
man, said he would take no per-
sonal position on the broader

open committee  meetings,”
Lamb said. “I am willing to be
guided by the consensus of the
Senate.” :

Aside from the rules contro-
versies, little action was expect-
ed this week. :

The House Agriculture Come
mittee, which met last week
while the state farm show was
in progress, hopes to move a
proposed constitutional amend.
ment into position for final ac-
tion by the legislature next
week.

The amendment, identical to
a measure approved in the last
session, would allow special tax
provisions for agricultural land,
designed to end the high prop-
erty tax assessments that have
forced some farmers to sell out
to developers.

The amendment would have to
be approved by public referen-
dum—possibly as early as next
May—before going into effect.

Members of both the House
and Senate were expected to in«
troduce legislation to amend or
reject the latest salary recome
mendations of the Common-
wpalth Compensation Commis=
sion.

The commission’s report goes
into effect Jan. 29 unless
changed earlier by the legisla«
ture. The report calls for $2,500
hikes in legislative expense ace
counts and raises ranging up to
$15,000 annually for state judges
and cabinet members.

Republican suggestions,

“I don't Intend to fight against
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By BYRON BEARD
(Associated Press Writer)

Harrisburg (®—It was a very
good year for the new Pennsyl-
vana lottery. The state pocketed
$44 million in profit, made mil-
lionaries of a few lucky people
and gave the numbers racket a
f(lew anxious moments if nothing
else.

Now there is talk among
state officials of tacking on a
daily lottery to the weekly sys-
tem and legalizing sports pools.

“Our lottery is more success-
ful than any other state,” Reve-
nue Secretary Robert Kane
said in going over the 34-week
financial statement of the lot-
tery. The statement showed a
gross of more than $100 million,
of which about $36 million went
for prizes, $44 million for the
state’s general fund and $20
million for lottery administra-
tion.

Since the beginning of the fis-
cal year on July 1, a profit of
$25 million has gone for proper-J
ty tax.relief for senior citizens,
the intent of lottery profits.

Kane, a man not given fo su-
perlatives, estimates the lottery
will net $60 million a year.

Six other states have lotteries—
Michigan, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Connecticut, New
York and New Jersey. Maryland
voters approved a lottery last
November but it hasn’t started
yet. Ohioans will decide on
whether to create one in the
spring

State Pockets $44 Million in Profit
In Lottery’s First Year of Operatio

Many people approve becausemillion ticket sales a week to|legalizing that type of ing—
of the cause—aid to senior citi-jpush the weekly gross to about|like football and basketball cards
zens, he said, adding: “Only 12/$3.5 million—about $1 million|—on which people across the na-
other states have senior citizens/more than when the 50-cent lot-|tion wager as much as $100 bil-
programs. California is next to|tery had the field to itself, lion a year.
Pennsylvania and pays out $9| As far as creating a daily| ‘“Pennsylvania with its success
million a year.” lottery, Kane said he doesn’t see|in the lottery will tend to be one
Most lotteries earmark lotteryone in Pennsylvania’s future|of the leaders in the nation look-
profits for education. uggﬂedlm.i at the earliest, He i,(!gn :t a%her legalized betting,
“If this was the case in Penn- 2dded: ; e, &
sylvania which has an education|. I 3m verydrehct;!;zt:bout 80-| Then there’s the numbers
budget of nearly $2 billion it/\ng into a aily lottery now,igame, which law enforcement
$ given information available now. |offi ti 0 hil
would be like throwing a pebble|R2CTscr oy which started a dally|lon a- yerr nationvide ond 2t
in a pond,” Kane said. o g’ . A disy n a year nationwide and at
3 ry a few weeks ago is dis-(least $350 million alone in Penn-
Pennsylvania has operated alappointed with hers. The daily|sylvania, The lottery was cre-
50-cent weekly lottery sincejlottery presents a number of|ated with the aim of curbing the
March. A second, $l-aticket|logistical problems . , . produc-lnumbers game, but officials
weekly lottery started up Nov.|tion of and distribution of tickets, |don’t feel it has come anywhere
14 for a six-week trial run and|increased payoff schedules . . .[near realizing that goal—aside
already has been extended to|that are not all soluble at this|from causing perhaps brief pe-
Feb. 15. “If I had to make judg-|point.” riods of concern among numbers
ment on data I have now that| Kane said a state lottery offi-|bookmakers, o
lottery will continue indefinitely,”|cial attended a lottery seminar| Lottery experts believe thal
he said. in California recently where the(daily lotteries could be compet-
Although 50-cent ticket sales|“name of the game was legaliz-|itive if they could provide quick
have dropped off by about 300,000/ing game betting.” payoffs and a more flexible sys-
a week, the $1 tickets account| He said Pennsylvania was|tem of betting that the numbers
for between 1 million and 1.5'“three to five years away” from'game offers.

Why the success of a game of
chance in a state where con-
servation finally allowed pari-
mutuel flattrack horse racing
only four years ago?

“Given demonstrations of prop-
er conduct, programs like the
lottery will be accepted,” Kane
said. “I do not know of a case
where a person deprived his
family because of playing the
lottery.”




Calls Them '"Undertakers’ , . 5

Min Matheson’s Latest Targets:
State Senators Wood and Murray

By ED KLIMUSKA

. The Flood Victims Action Council continued
its campaign “to educate the public” by passing
resolutions on what it believes are four key issues
in the recovery effort.

The action came at the FVAC’s weekly meeting at the
Gus Genetti Hotel where its chairman Mrs. Min Matheson
criticized the SBA policy and local officials who are appear-
ing on television to remind flood victims that tomorrow is
the deadline for SBA loan applications.

Mrs. Matheson charged SBA head R. Keith Caudle with
overplaying and overemphasizing the agency’s role in the
recovery effort. She said the charts and graphs used by SBA
officials to show the extent of its aid are deceptive because
“they don't show how many tears had been shed to make
those charts or how many of the ‘numbers’ are not satisfied
with what they got.”

The FVAC chairman promised citizens help in getting
extra money from SBA for rehabilitationtor in reducing the
number of years given in the repayment: 1 ycess. While the

law permits a 30-year repayment schedule, many people
have complained about shorter schedules which they cannot
meet, she said.

Tomorrow’s deadline for SBA apf)lications drew sharp
criticism from Mrs. Matheson, who called it illegal. “SBA is
wrong in setting up that deadline and wron
use to meet it,” she said. “Eighty per cent of
fightinil against deadlines.”

er attack zeroed in on two state senators, Martin
L. Murray and T. Newell Wood, for appearing on tele-
vision and reminding people of the Jan. 15 deadline.
“They sit there like undertakers telling us about dead-
lines,” she said.

“I am outraged that those state senators and other Wyo-
ming Valley officials didn’t raise their voices when George
Romney told us that no money was available for Wyoming
Valley and that we must pull ourselves up by the boot straps.
They Ehould have been on their feet then, but nobody said a

in harassing
e time we are

She added: “T just want one person who didn’t get_their
loan to come forth and we will get it for them—even if ‘Wi
have to go to Waskington.” -

The first resolution passed by the FVAC was on the
Interim Assistance program. It wants a system of controls
which would provide homeowners with a copy of specifi-
cations, a detailed list of repairs to be done including costs
of material and labor. The controls would be enforced by
inspectors from the Redevelopment Authority and no con- . .
tractor paid until an inspection is approved. [ C &M

Many citizens complained about substandard repair
work under the mini-repair program. Mrs. Matheson, who
has frequently complained about faulty or non-existing re-
pairs under the mini-program, called on the state to investi-
gate fraud allegations. “I want the state to pursue the mini-
repair contractor on these fraud charges and prosecute them
for violations,” she said.

The second resolution adopted requests the Redevelop-
ment Authority, local, state and federal officials to seek a
“fair share” of the redevelopment funds allocated by the
federal government so that program of acquisition and re-
habilitation of homes can begin. .

Official figures show that while Wyoming Valley
suffered 699%, of the damage from Hurricane Agnes, the
area will receive less than 50% of the funds allocated or
$180 million of the $400 million appropriation.

The FVAC wants municipal, city, county and state of-
ficials to begin legal action to determine what standard was

the bill before June 23, 1973, Part of the effort will include a
state-sponsored seminar in the Spring in which flood victims
and officials from other parts of the country would partici-
pate.
Thomas Garrity, Luzerne County assessor and guest
speaker, told the group that the economical effects of the
ood will be with Wyoming Valley for the next four to six

used by HUD in proportioning the funds. Atty. Paul Kanjor-
sky said: “This is taxpayers money and we deserve to know
what standard was used to allocate it.”

The third resolution calls on the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to design and institute a flood protection system
to protect the entire Valley and the engineers to begin the
dike strengthening vroject at once. | 4" \

The final resolution strongly supports the National
Catastrophic Insurance Bill and asks Sens. Scott and
Schweiker to introduce the same bill in the Senate.

Mrs. ) _atheson promised a strong citizens’ lobby to pass

years.

In assessing flood-damaged property, Garrity said the
goal of his office was to insure that property owners pay
taxes on the depreciated shell value of their homes. For
example, a pre-flood home which was valued at $10,000 may
be worth $2,000 now. The difference will be returned in
tax decreases. A&

The policy the assessor’s office wants to establish is to
ive cash refunds instead of tax rebatements. When the
aw permits, checks will be sent automatically to the property
owners. e

iaa




The Pennsylvania Story

Shapp Pressured To Change Stand
- On Issue of Capital Punishment

Jlawmakers proposing

By MASON DENISON

Editor, Pennsylvania News Service
HARRISBURG—The “expected” problems a governor must contend with are
no easy chore, but the “unexpected” hits harder because of the surprise value.
One current example may be the sudden thrust of the death penalty issue
back into the Pennsylvania spotlight after a years hibernation, what with some

death penalty legislation
enactment this year.

When Milton J. Shapp was
running for Governor of Penn-
sylvania during 1970 his posi-
tion on capital punishment was
very clear: He opposed it.

Following his election and
just as he was taking office, the
out-gl?ing Attorney General Fred
Speaker made national waves by
declaring that capital punish-

by taking the market sharply
higher.

But as the week moved on,
and the talks apparently were
stalled, traders ducked out.
If anything analysts con-
cluded, the peace talks would
not have a positive effect on
the market until a final agree-
ment was signed.

Business leaders apparently
were pleased Thursday with the
suspension of the mandatory
price and wage controls. But,
as Herbert Kuhl of Moody’s
Investor’s Service, noted “no
one really understands it yet.
Some think it will bring a new
surge of infaltion.” The uncer-
tainty of it all, drove prices
lower.

List Moved Lower

Virtually all segments of the
list moved lower. Steels showed
some strength and oils were
mixed. The troubled airines
were lower.

American Telephone & Tele-
graph was most actively traded,
rising 3 to 537% on 1,990,000
shares. It set a 1972-73 high of
55. Gulf Oil was second, up %
to 263 on 1,226,600 shares.
Gulf announced plans to buy
about 3 million shares of its
own common.

ment was unconstitutional. In
something of an (electrifying?)
move, he ordered the electric
chair at Rockview Penitentiary
dismantled.

It was and now rests in stor-
age.

This unexpected hot potato
thus was thrust upon the gov-
ernor and his new Attorney
General J. Shane Creamer (re-
cently removed) just as they
took office.

Creamer said his predecessor
could not rule on the constitu-
tionality of death by execution.
But, he added, since the gov-
ernor clearly stated there would
be no executions while he was
in office the decision was made
to leave the chair in storage.
Closed Issue

So the issue was closed and
it appeared the lid would be
shut for the next four years in
light of the governor’s firm op-
position to capital punishment.

But several recent events
have opened the lid and the
issue may be back on center
stage. :

But Governor Shapp’s posi-
tion, although unchanged, has
an added dimension.

Little more than a year ago,
a Pennsylvania State Police-
man was slain and two New
Jersey State Troopers were
murdered (in Pennsylvania) in
two separate instances.

That revived in the minds of
many the one school of thought
that the death penalty should
only apply to convicted murder-
ers of police officers and prison
guards. New York State, for ex-
ample, has such a law.

(Pennsylvania law makes no
distinction. The last execution
was in 1962.)

Then there were the ongoing
ang killings in Philadelphia.

ill Introduced
Interestingly enough, last
year a bill was introduced in

the State Legislature by Rer-
resentative Harry Comer, Phil-
adelphia Democrat, that would
have replaced electrocution with
the gas chamber.

“This bill is a way of showing
the governor that we want to
retain capital punishment in
Pennsylvania,” quoth (fellow
Democratic) Representative Co-
mer at the time. 1\

And last, but not least, Phil-
adelphia’s Mayor Frank Rizzo
(who was its police commission-
er the ﬂrevmus four years)
blamed what he called leniency
in the courts for the rising
crime rate and added: “We've
got to take the electric chair
out of storage.”

Shortly thereafter, the
wives of 40 Philadelphia po-

7—‘ —
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Figméen

in Senate

Democrat Caucus Over
Majority Whip Post

Harrisburg (2)—A minor skirmish is brewing in the
Senate Democrat caucus over who will take over the
majority whip position for gw new session.

The two senators being men-
tioned as possible contenders
are Henry Messinger Allen-
town, a freshman, and Jeanette
'Reibman of Easton, in her sec-
ond term. .

Sen. Henry J. Cianfrani was
elected to the leadership post
when the party reorganized,
but after the death of anothef
Philadelphia Democrat —Sen.
Benjamin R. Donolow—he was

priations Committee. 5

Indications were that Cianf-
rani, being given the most im-
portant committee chairmanship
in the chamber, would step
down from the whip post.

In the leadership chain, the
whip is second to the floor lead-
‘er with the principal job of lin-
ing up votes on party bills. The
post carries an additional $4,000
salary and a $3,000 contingency
fund. )

- Mrs. Reibman, currently
chairman of the Education Com-
mittee, was being supported for
the post by Sen. W. Louis Cop-
persmith of Johnstown and Louis
G. Hill of Philadelphia.

. “She’s certainly qualified on
the basis of seniority and ex-
perience, particularly in the
field of education,” Coppersmith
said. y

Before coming to the senate,
where she is the only woman,
Mrs. Reibman served 12 years
in the House. She was vacation-
ing Monday and not available
for comment.

Although seniority is impor-

appointed to head the Appro

tant in getting leadership posi-
tions, other factors — such as
past adherance to the party”s
position on controversial issues
l—are more important.

' Mrs. Reibman was backed in
an early move for caucus
chairman but substantial sup-
port never developed and she
was not nominated.

Messinger considers it unusual
that he was elected caucus sec-
retary hecase of his short tenure
and views that as an indication
that he is a viable candidate
for whip. "

President Pro Tem Martin
L. Murray and floor leader
Thomas Lamb have not decided
how they will select a whip.
One method is to advance every-
one in the leadership chain. -

However, Caucus Chairman
Stanley M. Hoszka, next in line
below the whip, has said he
isn’t interested in moving up
and told Messinger he would sup-
port him.

Messinger said he was asked
by llgurr:zmandt Lamﬂb; if he
would consider taking the post,
alt!l'ltough neither promised sup-
port.

Coppersmith said he suggested
Mrs. Reibman for the post to
Murray and Lamb but both were
non-committal, i

The question is expected to
be decided when the legislatur

returns next week. \
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State Says 10 Mill

101

asted in Flood

>

Harrisburg (® — State housing
officials are charging that the
Ifederal government wasted $10
million developing mobile home
sites for Wilkes-Barre area vic-
tims of tropical storm Agnes.

The officials said 5,456 trailer
pads were constructed and as
of mid-December, all 2,257 quali-
fied families were housed. That
left an excess of 3,199 sites cost-
ing $3,300 each to develop.

The charges were made in an
article by two Community Affairs
staffers, Eugene R. Eisman and
W. Roy Newsome Jr. involved
in flood recovery efforts. |

‘The articie was to be pub-|
lished by The Journal of Hous-
ing, magazine put out by the|
|National Association of Housing
and Redevelopment Officials, |
based in Washington, D. C. j

During the Agnes recovery ef-
forts, state and federal officials
constantly feuded over the relief
program. The bickering reached
a climax in August when Gov.
Milton Shapp and George Rom-
ny, then U. S. secretary of hous-
ing and urban development, pub-
{licly argued with each other be-
fore a group of Wilkes-Barre
flood victims. 5

“One major difficulty was that
no one knew how many mobhile
homes and mobile home pads
were needed to house flood vie-
tims, Eisman and Newsome said.

Mobile
Sites Termed
Off Estimates

“At one time the state was
pressured by OEP (federal Gf-
fice of Emergency Preparedness)
to supply sites for 8,000 trailers
in the Wyoming Valley. This
number was arbitrarily arrived
at because HUD was unable to
give OEP accurate estimates as
to what the need would be. In
addition to these 8,000 pads . . .
HUD itself placed hundreds of
mobile homes on individual sites
and on pads leased by the state
in existing mobile home parks.”

Using the 8,000-pad estimate, .

the federal government over-
estimated the number of sites by
5,743, the officials wrote. How-
ever, only 5,456 pads were built
before the miscalculation be-
came apparent,

HUD officials in Wilkes-Barre,
however, claim that the surplus
of trailer sites was not a ‘“mis-
calculation” as charged in the
state report. “At the time of the
disaster,” a HUD official said
Sunday, “no one could determine
how much housing we needed.”

It has been estimated that as
many as 80 thousand persons in
the Wilkes-Barre area were
forced from their homes last
June when the rain-swollen
Susquehanna river sw over
its banks. HUD officials say that
a total of 14,000 families have
been housed under federal pro-
grams. But masv-of the lamils
shunned ailers and
new housing options developed
by officials f ing the flood,
Ithe spokesman said.

Homes

| Some families moved into
their damaged homes with the
help of a mini-repair program,
in which the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers did temporary re-
pair work worth up to $3,000.
Other families chose to have °
smaller, camper trailers in-
stalled near their damaged
homes, and still others rented
apartments or homes under an
expanded federal program.

“If we had not gone into the
new programs,” the spokesman
said “we would have needed
everything.”

The article said it was six
weeks after the flood befors
mobile homes began arriving in
any significant numbers in the
Wilkes-Barre area.

The two officials quoted their
boss, Community . Affairs Secre-
itary William Wilcox, as saying
' after the flood, ““I think we came
|very close . . . to having some
riots in Wilkes-Barre last sum-
mer, At the Mackin School
(where HUD received applica-
tions for emergency housing and
where thousands of angry and
frustrated flood victims gathered
daily to demand mobile homes),
we had something very close io
a civil disturbance.”

Wilcox also said, “Pennsyl-
vania was the waterloo of the
mobile home as far as using it
for temporary housing in a ma-
jor disaster. There were delays
in manufacturing, They were
too numerotus to store. They were
too slow to ship, ciogging the
highways and needing huge
staging areas. Mobile homes
were never designed for the pur-
pose to whi¢h they put in Penn-
sylvania , . .”

Wilcox suggested that in fu-
ture disasters, governments make
use of emergency shelter units,
which can be flown to any spot
in the country and put together
in hours. As part of his plan,
Wilcox called for training of
special disaster teams that would
fly to the scene on a few hours
notice.




State Economy Seen Growing

Slowly After ‘Agnes’ Wallop

Philadelphia ® — Pennsyl-|sylvania economists predict. , |this year, compared to 6 per
vania’s economy, staggered by| Professors F. Gerard Adams|cent for the nation. Both figures
Tropical Storm Agnes in 1972,/and Lawrence R. Klein of the|.;0w for an inflation factor of
will grow somewhat more slowly|university’s Wharton School said N obF eontar otk
than the rest of the country|Saturday the growth rate in the|” P fit ;
during 1973, University of Penn-/state would be about 5 per cent| The manufacturing sector,

— — i mainly because of a strong out-

,'Appointed by Lee

~ House Rules Committee
Seat Goes to O'Connell

House Speaker Kenneth
'day the appointment of

B. Lee announced yester-
Rep. Frank J. O’Connell

'(R-Luzerne) to the House Rules Committee, which
‘will have the responsibility of drafting new rules by

‘which the House will be
run.

“The only way we're go-
ing to do an effective job of
caring for Pennsylvania’s affairs,
is to first bring our own House
into order, and I believe that
with the experience and knowl-
edge Frank has acquired as a
House Member since 1967, he
will definitely be an asset to
the committee,” Lee said.

O’Connell pointed out that “if
the Legislature is to ever again
present itself as a co-equal to
the Governor and the courts, it
must regain the respectability
and the public acceptance it en-
joyed in past years.

“During the recent campaign,
we contendad that the public did
have the right to know what
was going on behind the closed
doors of the commitee meetings,
and to expect that legislators
would be required to be in their
appointed position when they
were recorded as vcting on a
specific bill or resolution,” he
added.

O’Connell continued: “When

4>
A4

open ‘the committee meetings,
prohibit ghost voting and elimi-
nate the secret payrolls that give
the taxpayers no knowledge of
what they are getting for their
expenditures.”

Another rule change would
place a time limit on the amount
of time the roll call is left open
on votes,

“We also plan to bar regis-
tered lobbyists from the Hall of
the House. They will be able to
watch the sessions from the gal-
lery like any other State resi-
dent,” O’Connell said.

Other major rule changes
which will be proposed include:
. —No person shall hold the of-
fice of Speaker of the House for
more than two terms.

—Members will he required
to submit itemized statements of
expenses for any reimburse-
ments from “unaudited” ac-
counts.

O’Connell said hz was pleased
to have been appointed to the
Rules Committe and feels confi-
dent the House will act favor-

adopted, these new rules will

JC’?/H
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ably on the changes to be-pre-
sented.
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look for steel, should register
production gains of 6.2 per cent,
Adams and Klein said.

But otherwise, growth rates
will lag. Mining, for example
will increase by only 1.4 per
cent in 1973 and contract con-
struction by 2.9 per cent, even
taking into account the large
amount of capital rebuilding
necessitated by Agnes.

" One bright spot, however. will
be the lessening jobless rate. In
October, Pennsylvania’s was 5
per cent, well helow national
figure. Adams and Klein said

unemployment will decline to as
low as 4.5 per cent during the
\year.
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Senate Bill Aimed at Halting

SUNDAY INDEPENDENT, WILKES-BARRE, PA., JANUARY 14, 1973

Interim Appointments by G overnor

HARRISBURG — The
age-old practice of a gov-
ernor making a judicial
or other top state job
appointments without Senate

' confirmation would be banned

under a plan to be advanced
this week.

Senate Minority Whi
Stanley G. Stroup, R-Bedford,
said he intends to introduce
a constitutional amendment
to strip the governor of his
' power to fill vacancies while
the Senate is in recess.

Stroup said he also will
propose at a later date a bill
reducing substantially — from
about 2,600 to less than 500—
the number of state and local

government offices requiring
confirmation.

He said many of these
“lesser” offices could be filled
without Senate approval. Usu-
ally, he implied, the Senate
gives routine confirmation to
most of the appointments to
the smaller offices.

While admitting that both
Repblican and Democratic
governors have legally by-
passed Senate confirmation on
controversial appointments to
top posts, Stroup explained:

“The prima tent is
to close a loophole in our
law through which armies
of political appointees have
marched.

“The practice of using
the interim appointment

“We have seen the spectacle
of the appointive power bein,
used and abused by severa
governors and even against
the direct and expressed will
of the entire Senate,” said
Stroup.

“One major appointee of
the present governor was un-
animously rejected by the
Senate, without a single fav-
orable vote, but he serves in
his post today under an inter-
im appointment.”

This was a reference to
Richard W. Lindsey, chairman
of the state Probation and
Parole Board, whose initial
appointment by former Gov.

power to evade the right of
the Senate to advise and
consent to nominations ser-
iously impairs our system of
checks and balances.

“These men are appointed
to serve the people, not the
governor, and should be con-
firmed by the representatives
of the people, rather than be-
ing the creation of one man in
the governor’s chair.”

Stroup said Gov. Milton J,
Shapp’s appointment of four
new judges of Allegheny
County Common Pleas Court
was a “fine example of the
abuse” of the present consti-
tutional provision.

The state’s basic law re-
quires a two-thirds vote by
the Senate to confirm the

governor’s appointees to cab-
inet-level jobs, judgeships and
other high state offices.

It also permits the governor
to fill these offices when the
Senate is in recess by making
what is known as an “inter-
im” appointment, which
doesn’t require confirmation.

These appointees, such as
the new judges in Pittsburgh,
will serve until the end of the
current session of the Senate.

Even then, after the Senate
adjourns or recesses, the
same ‘“interim” appointees
can be reappointed to another
interim term without Senate
approval.

S

Raymond P. Shafer was re-
jected 38-0 by the Senate.

After Shapp took office, and
while the Senate was in recess,
Lindsey was reappointed to a
second interim term, bypass-
ing successfully the confirma-
tion route.

Stroup said the constitu-
tional provision for interims
was intended originally as a
“safeguard,” but has *“become
a ludicrous legal loophole.”

“When the provision was
made, a century ago, the legis-
lature met every two years
and often was out of session
for 21 months at a time,” said
Stroup,

“Today, the assembly meets
for about 11 months every
year and the Senate can be
called into special session in a
matter of hours. There is just
no urgency for such a power
today and it is being mis-
used.”

Stroup contended that “last-
minute appointments, often of
the midnight variety, have
been made of people the Sen-
ate would seriously question.

“The present governor, for
example, has filled more than
800 offices by interim appoint-
ments to evade the Senate’s
scrutiny and these include

judges of appellate courts,
county judges, cabinet officers
and many other important of-
ficials whose conduct affects
the daily lives of our people.”

Stroup said he will seek- bi-

partisan leadership support on
his constitutional amendment,
which would have ito be ap-
proved by ‘two separately-
elected legislatures and a vote
of the people.

Senate Democratic staff
aides are preparing a simi-
lar amendment for study.

It would require only a
simple majority vote, not a
two-thirds approval, te con-
firm gubernatorial appoint-

» ments,

Democrats also are consider-
ing a proposed rigid schedule
requiring 'the governor to fill
a vacancy within 45 days, and
action by the Senaie on ‘those
appointments within the next
45 days. :

If the Senate failed to con-
firm or reject within its dead-
line, the appointees would
take office as if they were
confirmed.

Democrats may suggest that
a special 'Senate committee be
created to study the whole
confirmation process,




State Fund

s Sought for Study on |

Sireamlining Local Government

The Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania has been asked to give

urgent consideration to the fund-

jng of a study that would pro-
vide a blueprint for the stream-
lining of local government in
Luzerne County. ¢

The request was made early in
the week in a letter to State
Secretary of Community Affairs
William H. Wilcox and signed by
the heads of seven influential and
concerned citizens’® groups— in-
cluding the presidents of the
Chambers of Commerce in the
county’s four cities.

The action was made known
yesterday in an announcement by
Andrew Shaw Jr., executive di-
rector of Flood Recovery Task
Force, - consultation with
Secretary Wilcox and Federal
Judge Max Rosen, who signed
the request as chairman of FRTF

Jar- 7, (977
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at the time the wetter was sent.|to be made. We believe that is a
Judge Rosenn resigned due to|decision which must he made by
heavy judicial commitments on|the concerned people of Luzerne
Friday and was succeeded by|County. The people should know
Andrew J. Sordoni III as Task however, what are the options
Force chairman. open to them to secure better
Others who endorsed the re.|and more modern services from
quest for state funds that would their government. They want to
be used to take a new post-flood be informed what kind of govern-
look at the way local govern.|Ment can serve them effectively
ments are functioning are: John and efficiently, one which will
Hibbard, president, Economic Slee“"e‘t‘.“’ﬁ*};em ';he most serv
Development Council of North-|'®®S a2 PO
eastern Pennsylvania; Min Math- The Great Flood of 1972 has
eson, chairman, Flood Victims/Shown only too well that the
Action Council; Roy E. Morgan,|People of Luzerne County need
president, Greater Wilkes-Barre|the kind of government that can
Chamber of Commerce; William|serve them truly in time of dis-
C. M. Butler Jr., president,|aster as well as hopefully on
Greater Hazleton Chamber of election day. i
Commerce; Frank Knorek, pres.| ‘‘As you know, there is more
ident, Greater Nanticoke Cham-|than one way by which the peo-
ber of Commerce; and Floyd Ple can improve their govern-
Evans, president, Greater Pitts- mental Op.itatl?ﬂs m'ﬂle county.
ton Chamber of Commerce. %‘:set"quesnon is which is the

The letter to the State Com-
munity Affairs Secretary intro-
duced the request for funds by
'pointing out that all the organi-
zations had discussed the matter
and had arrived at general
agreement that some action was
needed.

“One of the compelling conclu-
;sions that was driven home to
each of the undersigned organi-
zations by Hurricane Agnes,” the
letter to Wilcox said, “is the
necessity to Improve and mod-
ernize governmental operations
in Luzerne County, a need which|pe documented.
you have previously noted. “The purpose of this letter,

. “We should make government|therefore, is to suggest that the
in Luzerne County more in tune/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
with the needs of the people and|consider funding a preliminary
the problems of the forthcoming|study of local government in Lu-
21st Century. A superficial exam-|zerne County. We ask that you
ination of the government struc-|consider favorably this sugges-
ture reveals that it is designed|tion for a grant to an appropri-
and geared to the 18th century!|ate agency for the proposed
“We do not suggest what|study at the ‘earliest opportuni-
changes or improvements oughtl/ty.”

“One of the steps could bhe
through an improved county gov-
‘ernmental organization consti-
tuted through a County Home
Rule Charter. We understand, in
fact, that four counties in Penn-
sylvania have already activated
Charter Study Commissions, Be-
fore a Charter Commission is
activated, either by action of
the County Commissioners or hy
initiative of the voters, the po-
tential for delivering more serv-
ices to the people more effective-
ly and more efficiently needs to




| Federal Programs

Here Facing Fund Freeze

Massive Cutbacks Expected

By LOU RAUSCHER

_ Highly placed sources in Washington last
night confirmed reports made available to the
Sunday Independent that a massive cutback in
federal aid programs, involving a number of oper-
ations in the Wilkes-Barre area, will soon be announced.

Funds for most federally sponsored projects have al-
ready been frozen, according to the sources, leading to a
curtailment of further employment opportunities in such
undertakings as the Concentrated Employment Program, Na-
tional Youth Corps, Emergency Employment Program and
Model Cities planning.

Mounting opposition from taxpayers and budgetary
slashes are said to be responsible for the drastic reduction
in ‘Great Society’ programs which many say have been
mushrooming out of proportion since former President Lyn-
don Johnson pushed the proposals during his tenure in the
‘White House.

“It looks like the end of most federal programs,”
said one disgruntled local official who heads a federally
sponsored project.

A spokesman for the Concentrated Employment Pro-
gram office, headed by former Wilkes-Barre mayor Frank
Slattery, said orders have been received which state that
further enrollment of CEP trainees is hereby terminated.
Jobs Frozen

Similar reports came from the county-based Emergency

Employment Prrogram. A spokesman in that office, headed
by Wilkes-Barre School Director John Farrell, said all jobs
have been frozen.

He said no new employees will be hired, nor will vacan-
cies be filled under terms of the new federal orders.

In addition, the spokesman said his office has re
ceived word that the federal government has indicated it
will not provide additional monies under the emergency
flood provisions of EEA.

However, an extension has been granted on all un-
spent monies already earmarked under the flood emer-
gency program.

Typical of the federal retrenchment is the notice received
by Thomas F. O’Donnell Jr., coordinator of federal and state
funds for Luzerne County, from Floyd H. Hyde, assistant sec-
retary in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

Request Denied

In the notice, Hyde informs O’Donnell that the county's
request for a Model Cities planning grant has been turned
down. The federal official indicated further that HUD is “no
longer making Model Cities planning grants nor do we intend
to in the future.” ’

Perhaps even more ominous, as far as local planers go, is
the admonition that “the Model Cities program has only a
relatively short time to run under its present form.”

A spokesman for the Wilkes-Barre Model Cities office
last night said it was not clear precisely what the retrench-

.,_

ment will eventually mean as far as 'the myriad of plans
and proposals by that agency are concerned.
O’Donnell Concerned

O’Donnell yesterday said he shares the concern of those
who feel the cutback will seriously hamper Wyoming Val-
ley’s post-flood efforts.

Rep. Daniel J. Flood’s office also expressed disappoint-
ment over the turn of events, especially in view of the
many proposed projects for the flood area which desperately
require federal funding if they are to get off the ﬁround.

The letter from Assistant HUD Secretary Hyvde to Coun-
ty Coordinator O’'Donnell follows:

Dear Mr. O’Donnell:

This is in response to your proposal for a model cities
planning grant. Secretary Romney and Assistant Secretary
.tl}e:ckson have asked me to also respond to your letters to

em.

_The proposal contains a great many useful ideas for co-
ordinating activities to achieve a solution to the many prob-
lems afflicting Luzerne County in the aftermath of Hurricane
Agnes. However, we are no longer making model cities plan-
ning grants nor do we intend to in the future. The model
cities program has only a relatively short time to run under
its present form and no more cities will be added to 'the
program. I regret any misunderstanding which may have
arisen about this.

The discussions with local officials which Secretary Rom-

ney and I had while we were in the disaster area were ori-
ented to what could be done with existing model cities pro-
grams in approved model cities to provide disaster assistance.
As I recall, some of our discussion touched upon the useful-
ness of the model cities proces as a way of approaching
more comprehensive solutions to problems caused by Hurri-
cane Agnes.

In Luzerne County the only approved model cities pro-
§ram is the Wilkes-Barre program. The Philadelphia Area Of-
ice is working with Wilkes-Barre officials to determine a
course of action based on the existing model cities program
there. We also are doing our utmost to provide assistance
from all our other program resources.

The Economic Development Commission for Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania has received recently some federal and state
planning funds. A number of the planning activities the EDC
will undertake appear to coincide with the planning effort
described in your proposal. You may wish to get in touch
with Mr. Howard Grossman of the EDC to explore further
your mutual concerns.

The impact of Hurricane Agnes in your area calls for an
unprecedented response by the Federal Government. The Presi-
dent has indicated that such a response is justified and will
be implemented. I am confident that we will be able to en-
sure the cooperation of Federal, State, local and private
endeavors in the rebuilding of your county.

FLOYD H. HYDE
Assistant Secretary

@,
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Owners of Flood-damaged Properties
To Get Tax Relief Under State Bill

Owners of property damaged by last year’s devastating
floods should find tax relief on the way this year, state offi-
cials say.

Under legislation signed into law by Gov. Shapp, property
owners will be able to get their property taxes for 1972-73-74
either waived, in full or part, or rebated, if they’ve already
been paid.

Property owners have until April 1 to petition their local
taxing body for the rebate. The local community would then
be reimbursed by either the state or federal government,
depending on complex formulas,

State officials say they don’t anticipate any local govern-
ment refusing to grant the rebates and the state “without a
doubt” will pick up the tab,

Estimate of Costs

Rough projections place the cost of the program to the
state at anywhere between $14 and $36 million over the three-
year period of 1972-73-74, according to Albert Hydeman, a
;op official in the Community Affairs Department at Harris-

urg.

The federal program, unless U. S. Rep. Daniel Flood,
D-Pa., succeeds in revising it, will pick up “a very low per-
centage” of the total cost of the program, Hydeman said,

Local governments will be asked to pick up some of the
cost of the program in the second and third years, Hydeman
said. ‘““The state will pay 100 percent of the cost in the first

_year, minus whatever the federal government pays. The
second year the state’s share will probably decrease to about
80 percent with the local government picking up the rest.
Figures for the third year are undecided, Hydeman said.
Example Is Cited 4

As an example of how the program will work, Hydeman
gave the case of a home assessed at $20,000 before the flood.
The owner paid, for example, $200 in property taxes in 1972.
The home, damaged by the flood, will be assessed again and
may now be worth $10,000, The home owner will then be re-

| bated $100 in property taxes by the local community,

Only flood-damaged property is eligible for the rebate
under the legislation.

Hydeman .said public outcry would compel any reluctant
local community to participate in the abatement program.
He added that the cost to them in the second and third years
should be minimal,

Hearing Here Jan. 18

The state’s share of the program will be financed out of
the $150 million approved by the legislature last summer.

Public hearings on proposed regulations administering the
law are scheduled for Wilkes-Barre on Jan. 18; Williamsport,
Jan. 22, and Harrisburg, Jan, 23. ! :

Luzerne County officials have not received official Har-
rishurg notification concerning State legislation on tax rebates
on flood damaged properties. e

It was reported Thursday that when the official notice

' is received, the county commissioners will be asked to pass a

resolution stating that no one will be required to file an ap-
peal. The appeals will be automatic for the flood-affected
properties.

If the resolution is not adopted, it is stated, the assessors’
office will be swamped with appeals. ;

Meanwhile, the county assesors’ office continues to mail
out new assessment figures to owners of flood-affected prop-
erties, As of this date, 10,015 such notices have been distrib-
uted. This figure includes the following: Wilkes-Barre City,
4,958; Kingston, 4,324; Conyngham Township, 150; Edwards-
ville, 400; Exeter Township, 28; Exeter Borough, 79; Duryea,
76, New assessments are being prepared for other flood-
affected communities.

The county has not received any word on the 1972
property tax assistance claim forms for certain county resi-
dents. The forms are still being prepared in Harrisburg.
The aged, certain widows and disabled persons are eligible
for rebates from the State on property taxes paid in 1972.

The public will be notified as soon as word is received,
it was stated.

Senator Murray Again Will Sponsor
No-Fault Measure "Lost' Last Session

~

Sen. Martin L. Murray, D-Luzerne, will join Sen. Joseph Ammerman,
D-Clearfield, and Sen. Edwin Holl, R-Montgomery, in sponsoring a no-fault au-
tomobile insurance bill identical to the measure that died in the closing moments

of last year’s session.

A
g

The bill is expected to
be one of at least five no-
[fault measures introduced
'this month. The Shapp Admin-
istration is now drafting .its
own no-fault bill and House
Republicans are planning to in-
troduce three no-fault bills, each
with a different slant.

Sen. Ammerman, prime spon-
sor of the Senate bill, said he
had neither talked to nor sought
the endorsement of either Gov-
ernor Shapp or Insurance Com-
missioner Herbert Denenberg
for his plans.

“l would certainly anticipate
the support of this legislation
from Governor Shapp and Den-
enberg since they both endorsed
the first report of the conferees

in the closing days of the (last)
session,” Ammerman stated.

A joint House-Senate confer-
ence committee, trying to recon-
cile differences between the two
chambers’ versions, reached
agreement only hours before the
legislature went out of busi-
ness on Nov. 30. That agree-
ment received both Sha‘p)p’s and
Denenberg’s support, but the
measure was never acted on as
anti-no-fault lawmakers insti-
tuted delaying tactics until the
session ended at midnight.

159, Mandated Reduction

The bill, which would go into
effect Jan. 1, 1974, calls for a
15% mandated reduction in
bodily injury auto insurance
premiums. The measure would
provide up to $10,000 for medi-
cal expenses, lost wages or fu-

neral expenses. These benefits
would be paid automatically to
the accident victim regardless of

who caused the accident.

Accident victims would be|
barred from asking for pain and|
suffering unless their medical
expenses exceeded $1,000 or
they suffered loss of a major
body function or severe disfig-
urement. Up to $250 of the
$1,000 medical threshold could
be spent for diagnostic expenses,
x-rays or rehabilitation.

Commenting on the bill, Den-
enberg said: “It’s obvious it can
be improved on,” but said he
endorsed it before since it’s
“acceptable.”

“We have endorsed the bill,
unless, of course, a decision is
made where we can get some-
thing stronger,” he added.

—
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No-fault Auto Insurance
Gets Fresh Senate Support

Harrisburg (#—Three senators
announced Thursday they will
{ntroduce in two weeks a no-
fault automobile insurance bill
identical to the measure that
died in the closing moments of
last year’s session.

The bill is expected to be one
of at least five no-fault meas-
ures introduced this month .

The Shapp administration is
now drafting its own no-fault
bill to be introduced probably
on Jan. 15.

And House Republicans are
planning to introduce three no-
fault bills, each of which will
have a different slant.

Sen. Joseph Ammerman, D-
Clearfield, prime sponsor of the
Senate bill, said he had neither
talked to nor sought the endorse-
ment of either Gov. Shapp or In-
surance Commissioner Herbert
Denenberg for his plans. But
added: ‘

“I would certainly anticipate
the support of this legislation
from Gov. Shapp and Denenberg
since they both endorsed the first
report of the conferees in the
closing days of the last session.”|

A joint House-Senate confer-
ence committee, trying to recon-
cile differences between the two
chambers’ cersions, reached
f%:eement only hours before the
e

islature went out of business
on Nov. 30. |

That agreement received both
Shapp’s and Denenberg’s sup-
port, but the measure was never
acted on as anti-no-fault law-
makers instituted delaying tac-
tics until the session ended at
midnight,

Ammerman, a member of the|
conference committee, said Sen.|
Edwin Holl, R-Montgomery,, an-|
other conferee, and Sen. Martin
Murray, D-Luzerne, would join
him in sponsoring the measure.

The Ammerman bill, which
would go into effect Jan. 1, 1974
calls for a 15 per cent mandated
reduction in bodily injury auto
insurance premiums,

The measure would provide up
to $10,000 for medical expenses,
lost wages or funeral expenses.
These benefits would be paid au-
tomatically to the accident vietim
regardless of who caused the
accident. ;

said he would veto it, contend-

Accident victimg would be
barret_i from suing for pain and
suffering unless their medical
expenses exceeded $1,000, or
they suffered loss of a major
body function or severe dis.
figurement. Up to $250 of the
$1,000 medical threshold could
be spent for diagnostic expenses,
X-rays or rehabilitation,

Askeq to comment on the bill,
Denenbegg said, “It’s obvious it
can improved on,” but not-
ing he endorsed it before, said
it was “acceptable.”

“We have endorsed the hill,
unless, of course, a decision is
made we can get something
strﬁ):ger,.’t’l h:h said.

] sai e administration’s
bill will ~contain more no-fault

benefits than the Ammerman
measure, but declined to pro-
vide details.

Ammerman was sharply criti-
cal of the administration’s han-
dling of the issue last year, par

ticularly blasting Denenberg for
alleged publicity hounding,

The conference committee had
reached agreement on another
compromise in October, but
Shapp, with Denenberg’s advice,

ing the bill was faulty.

The agreement then fell apart.

The compromise that was
reached on Nov. 30, and the same
bill that will be introduced in
two weeks, were virtually the
same as the original bill that
Shapp had condemned, Ammer-
man said.

The administration, however,
said substantial changes were
made. i

Murray, in a release, pledged
to exert all his influence to
promptly bring the bill before
the Senate for a favorable vote.|

It was the Senate Insurance
Committee’s refusal to report
out the administration’s no-fault
bill that blocked movement for
more than a year. No-fault fi-
nally started moving through
the legislature when it was dt-
tached onto a bill already on the
calendar.

Although Murray was unavail-
able for amplification on his
statement sources said he might
refer the bill to a friendly com-
mittee rather than the Insurance
Committee, still headed by Sen.
Freeman Hankins, D-Philadel-
phia. Hankins opposes Shapp’s

no-fault plans.
An administration source said

its bill wag nearly drafted, but
it was undecided in which cham-
bt;:- it would be introduced or by
whom. =

(tion Committees which will then

House Speaker Kenneth Lee,
R-Sullivan, said his staff worked
out three bills which will be re-
ferred to the Consumer Protec-

decide on one or a combination.

“There is such a divergence
of opinion on what kind of ap-
proach the state should use we
thought it would be better to
look at all of them,” Lee said,
adding he expected a House vote
in February. ’

One of the no-fault bills is pat-
terned after the type now in use
in Massachusets, the other after
the Delaware plan and the third
is similar to the final conference
committee report, Lee said.

Lee said neither he nor the
Republican caucus were com-
mitted to any one particular bill.
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Reduetion of
2.3% Income
LevytoBeKey

Amount Hinges
On Budget Review

Harrisburg (P — Gov.

said Tuesday ' he

plans a tax cut for 1973 that

will be keyed to reduction

of the 2.3 per cent state in-
come tax.

‘The exact amount of tax re-
lief awaits a “final budget re-
view on Thursday and Friday
of this week,” Shapp wrote in a
letter to mew House Majority
Leader Robert. J. Butera, Bp
Montgomery. \

Sbapg;s top aide, Richard Do-
ran, said administration advisors
and stragegists were still trying
to decide o:rm .l;uch of a cut
should be A

Asked if it might be lowered
a full point to 1.3 per cent, Do-
ran said, “That’s pretty high.”t
don’t see how we can do that.

The six-page letter was.
Shapp’s relgy to Butera's
new House majority’s legisla-
tive priorites and the warning:

“We intend to act as an inde-

endent bramch of government

instead of reacting to adminis-
‘tration recommendations or spe-
'¢ial interests.”

| Shapp wrote: “Last fall, T
predicted that there would be
‘no need for new or mmased
taxes during this administration.
. “Now I can eogﬁdently state
\that dramatic savings, resulting
from our efforts to reform the
welfare system and implement
the recommendations of the
Businessman's Task Force
which recommended cutting
government spending by more
than $250 million a year, coupled
with our own determination to
hold down the general level of
spend have made a tax cut
possible. Hedig” e CgRcAn o

“At the top of my list for
1973 will be a tax cut for the
working people of Pennsylvania
who are saddled with the 2.3
per cent tax which was forced

n the citizens of Pennsylva-

a by the uncontrolled spending
policies of my predecessor.

“Such a program should in-
clude tax relief for business
while providing tax exemptions
from the income tax for the
poor, the elderly and the dis~
a,bslhed‘_” ‘ u

app also wrote: “My pro-
posals will also include mea-
sures to make property tax as-
sessments more ?ultabh. to
the farmers of Pennsylva-
who are currently threatened
\with massive assessment in-
creases, and also proposals to
simplify procedures for busi-
ness and industry . . .,

“The exact amount of state
tax relief which I will have pro-
posed must await a final budget
‘review on Thursday and Frid
|of this week. I expect to fnmig
this information in detail during
'my budget presentation to the
legis > on Feb. 6.” :
| Shapp also told Butera he in.
ftended to push, “more strongly
jtlum ever before,” for a gradu-
ated tax system.

“Although you have stated

your opposition to this measure,
1 hope you change your
/mind,” Shapp trote.
| By law, a constitutional amend-
ment allowing for a graduated
tax must pass by two sessions
of the General Assembly before
‘going to the voters in a referen-
/dum.” There’s a new session
levery two years.
' Both the House and Senate
|approved in 1971 legislation for
‘a graduated tax, but controversy
developed between Democrats
and Republicans over whether
the measure was advertised dur-
ing the alloted time after pass-
age. Democrats claim it was and
want to push it through the new
General Assembly in time for a
spring referendum

count m‘r’&ew
deadline wasn't met thereby ne.
cessitating a new vote and a de-

lay of two years—until 1975.
Butera, in his earlier memo,

{said a graduated tax proposal

Eadd i ST

Legislators

Find Salary
Checks ‘Short’

Harrisburg (®— State legisla-
torg are again grum about
their salaries after fin this
week that their paychecks are
up to $300 lower than last year’s
despite a pay increase.

Lawmakers discovered that
the juggling last summer of
their salaries and expense ac-
counts exposed more of their
$15,600 earnings to payroll de-
ductions,

The increase in payroll taxes
may also eat up much of the
additional $2,500 in expense
money which is being held up
pending approval by the Federal
Pay Board,

That $2,500 represents the
raise lawmakers voted them-
1selves last year, '
' Originally, the Commonwealth
Compensation Commission rec-
ommended $19,000 salaries and
$6,000 in accountable expense
accounts. )

* However, to molify the public
clamor over the raises, legisla-
tors lumped their previous $7,200
salary and $8,400 unaccountable
‘expense account into a larger
Isalary and tacked on a $2,500
accountable expense account.

The seemingly simple change
brought about other effects, how-
ever.

In the old setup, only the
$7,200 was taxable with only so-
cial security sometimes being
deducted from the $8,400, ac-
cording to Thomas J. Kafman,
chief clerk of the Senate.

But now the entire $15,600 is
taxable, cutting sharply into
take home pay,

“It appears the raise was just
a paper one,” remarked one
Democratic senator.

'is the pension deduction. Pen-

Further confusing the picture

sions were frozen by the com-
pensation commission at the
$7,200 level. But Senators found
pensions deducted at a level that
would have them paid up for the
whole year in only about five
months.

Kalman said, however, this
will be ed in the next
check to spread the deluctions
over 12 months. This procedure
was used in the House, lccolg:
ing 113 Jean Francis, the com
tro

The .drop in take-home salary
affects all legislators except 24
senators who are in the middle

of four-year terms.

me 51'073’ )
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| By GEORGE CLARK |

HARRISBURG — The Shapp administration this
week begins the second half of its four-year adminis-
tration with a big plus in its ability to tackle effec-
tively the state’s wefare mess.

Much of the credit for
reducing the total num-
ber of reliefers and the
number of ineligible persons
on the dole should be given
to Mrs. Helene Wohlgemuth,
secretary of the Public Wel-
fare Department.

The key to the cleanup of
the welfare rolls—there’s still
much room for further im-
provement—has been a tight-
ening of administrative pro-
cedures.

Last March, about 14
months after Gov. Milton J.
Shapp took office and ap-
pointed Mrs. Wohlgemuth to
the job, 872,942 men, women
and children were on welfare
in Pennsylvania.

As of two weeks ago (mid-
December) that figure dropped
to 830,268. A county b{
county investigation of all
persons collecting public as-
sistance checks helped dis-
close ineligible persons on the
rolls.

In 1972, the first 12 counties
whose relief records were in-
spected, showed an ineligibil-
ity rate of 5.4%, compared to
8.5% last year.

Statewide, the rate was
9.49%, for the last fiscal year,
which ended June 30.

L * *

MRS. WOHLGEMUTH, un-
der the gun by two opposing
sides—the Welfare Rites Or-
ganization (WRO), which

seems to encourage any
growth of the relief numbers,
and hard-nosed legislators and
taxpayers — tackled another
problem.

This had to do with an un-
believable number of relief
checks, being mailed to eligi-
ble reliefers, who never re-
ceived them.

At least, some reliefers
claimed they didn't receive
their monthly check in the
mail.

So, on the presumption that
some thief stole the check out
of the mail box, the recipient
was issued an emergency
check.

Little, if anything, was done
in an attempt to learn who
had cashed the first check.

In some cases, the eligible
recipient cashed both, claim-
ing he didn’t get the first one
in order to double his month-
ly income by filing for an
emergency second check.

Now, there’s a two-day
waiting period before the re-

lacement check is issued.

he result has been a 25
reduction in such claims—an
a like drop in the state’s cost
of public z:ssist:li'nce.

*

DUPLICATE checks also
are dwindling by another in-
novation—reliefers now must
go to a designated bank each
month on a day assigned to
them to pick up their check,

instead of waiting for the
mailman.

Started as an experimental
program in Philadelphia and
Allegheny counties, the bank
delivery system is expected
to spread to most other coun-
ties, including those in North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

Still another reform was a
more detailed examination of
the eligibility of persons ap-
plying for welfare benefits for
the first time.

The WRO tried to put a ham-
merlock on this proposal in a
complaint to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education and
Welfare on the grounds it
was hampering some appli-

cants.
* L]

“WE’'RE NOT denying any-
one welfare benefits to which
they are entitled,” Mrs. Wohl-
gemuth said in. reply to the
WRO charge. “We're just re-
jecting those who are not
eligible.”

t's about time someone in
Pennsylvania government is
taking a firm stand for those
unfortunates who have been
deprived of a full share of
public help because of the
cheats and frauds who have
infiltrated the rolls. .

The last time this was illus-
trated was during the Scran-
ton Administration when his
welfare secretary, Arlen
Adams, now a federal judge
in Philadelphia, drop tge
number o

reliefers appre-
ciably.

Development Council Gets Word

Flood Recovery Leadership
Will Shift to Local Level

The federal government intends to keep its commitment and play a strong
supportive role in post-Agnes recovery efforts in Northeastern Pennsylvania
but the time is “now” for local people to move front and center and take over.

This was the word given to the Board of Directors of the Economic Develop-

ment Council of North-

eastern Pennsylvania on
Thursday night at the
board’s quarterly meeting in the
Sheraton Motor Inn, Scranton,
by Theodore R. Robb, Regional
Administrator, Region III, Phila-
delphia, U. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

“Agnes made us grow up in
many ways,” Robb said. “Our
Federal council intends to main-
tain a presence here and con-
tinue to work on disaster pro-
grams, but our profile is going
to be a lot different. The HUD
disaster office in Scranton will
be beefed up by additional per-
sonnel coming on. We’ll be an-
nouncing more planning grants
in substantial dollar amounts
very soon. One thing you've
done here is to make believers

learned how important it is to
have empathy with local prob-
lems and to work together.”

Robb emphasized that 'the
Economic Development Council
of Northeastern Pennsylvania,
the non-profit organization serv-
ing the seven counties of Car-
bon, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Mon-
roe, Pike, Schuyikill and Wayne,
is ‘the “lead agency” in 'the re-
covery planning role, “We are
looking for continued high per-
formance from the Council. It
has a reputation for excellence.”

The federal official, a former
Pennsylvania Secretary of Labor
and Industry, said government
agencies must learn 'to ‘“orches-
trate” ‘their limited funds, sep-

arate “myth from reality,” and

“put it all together’ by under-

out of federal agencies WhO!s'tan'ding people’s problems. “We

must distinguish between pro-
duction and process,” Robb said.
Program Reviewed

Council President John B. Hib-
bard and Executive Director
Howard J. Grossman reviewed
the EDCNP work program and
goals before and following
Robb’s ‘talk. Hibbard said the
Council is undergoing a “chang-
ing role’ irom its original con-
cept as a research, development
and data assembling organiza-
tion to one of “advocacy in pro-
moting the interests of this
area’s future.

“The occurrence of Tropical
Storm Agnes put us in a dif-
ferent oposition. Today we are
called upon 'to evaluate propos-|
als of local units of government

not only in support but some-

times in opposition when these
proposals are against the re-
gional interest, We are chal-
lenged o0 criticize, reject or rec-
ommend proposals by reason of
having been designated as the
lead agency for the coordmatnog
of planning for flood recovery.
Hibbard added: “The Council
has a basic responsibility to try
to make sense out Of dﬂ‘feren'tl
courses of action. The ‘tenor dfl
‘our thinking today is to take a
|strong, clear, definitive ~posmon\
|as to what is desirable or unde-|
sirable, what iis good or bad for|
|the area at large. This has hap-|
pened in other areas of rhe“
country where disaster has oc-|
curred. It is important 'to have,
a single point of firm opinion,
straightforward policy as 1o
what should and should not bel
done’ But Hibbard said flood'
recovery emphasis will not lze
'to the exclusion of the Council’s|
| overall work in the entire seven-
county area. 1
Grossman reported on a many-
faceted variety of the Councvlsv
current work program. He/
'stressed that a large part of ‘the
| Council’s 1esponsibility is devot-
|ed to long range recovery plan-
ning. The Council now has a
central headquarters “situation
room” which permits 'the mon-
itoring >f all .projects and q‘bﬂ-
izing the system in tthe field
throughout the seven counties.
|There are 106 federally related
!')rograms that require coord'_ir;a‘t-'
ing under the Project Notifica-!
|tion and Review System, Gross-|
man said. “We in Northeastern
Pennsylvania have a ‘tremendous
\lom)ortuni'ty." he wsaid. _
|hard work and awareness
that opportunity, by being op-
timistic and not pessimistic, we
will make all our sssets.and re-
sources come together,” Gross-
man concluded ‘




State Pocketed $44 Million
Profit in 1st Year of Lottery

Harrisburg (® — It was a very
good year for the new Pennsyl-
vania lottery. The state pocket-
ed $44 million in profit, made
millionaires of a few lucky
people and gave the numbers
racket a few anxious moments

if nothing else.
| Now there is talk among
|state officials of tacking on a
|daily lottery to the weekly sys-
‘tem and legalizing sports pools.

“Our lottery is more success-
ful than any other state,” Reve-
nue Secretary Robert Kane said
in going over the 34-week finan-
cial statement of the lottery.
The statement showed a gross of
more than $100 million, of which
about $36 million went for
prizes, $44 million for the state’s
general fund and $20 million for
lottery administration.
| Since the beginning of the fis-
cal year on July 1, a profit of
$25 million has gone for prop-
erty tax relief for senior citi-
zens, the intent of lottery profits.

Kane, a man not given to
superlatives, estimates the lot-
tery will net $60 million a year.

Six other states have lotteries
—Michigan, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Connecticut, New
York and New Jersey. Maryland
voters approved a lottery last
/November but it hasn’t started
yet. Ohioans will decide on
whgther to create one in the

ring.

Why the success of a game of
chance in a state where con-
servation finally allowed pari-
mutuel flattrack horse racing
only four years ago?

“Given  demonstrations of
proper conduct, programs like
the lottery will be accepted,”
Kane said. “I do not know of a
case where a person deprived
his family because of playing
the lottery.”

Many people approve because
of the cause—aid to senior citi-
zens, he said, adding: “Only 12
other states have senior citizens
programs. California is next to
Pennsylvania and pays out $9
million a year.”

Most lotteries earmark lottery
profits for education,

“If this was the case in Penn-
slyvania which has an education
budget of nearly $2 billion it
would be like throwing a pebble
in a pond.” Kane said,

Pennsylvania hag operated a
50-cent weekly lottery since
March, A second, $l1-a-ticket
weekely lottery started up Nov.
15 for a six-week trial run and
already has been extended to
Feb. 15, “If I had to make judg-
ment on data I have now that
lottery wﬂl continue indefimte-
ly,” he said.

Although So-cent tickets sales
have dropped off by about 500,000
a_week, the $1 tickets account

for between 1 million and 1.5
million ticket sales a week to
push the weekly gross to about
$3.5 million—about $1 million
more than when the 50-cent lot-
tery had the field to itself,

As far as creating a daily lot-
tery, Kane said he doesn’t see
one in Pennsylvania’s future un-
til 1974 at the earliest. He added:

“I’'m very reticent about going|
into a daily lottery now, given
information available now. New
Jersey which started a daily
lottery a few weeks ago is dis-
appointed with hers. The daily
lottery presents a number of
logistical problems . . . produc-
tion of and distribution of tickets,
increased payoff schedules . .
that are not all soluble at this
mmt ”»

Kane said a state lottery offi-
cial attended a lottery seminar
in California recently where the
“name of the game was legaliz-
ing game betting.”

He said Pennsylvania was
“three to five years away”’ from

nation wager as much as $100
billion a year.

‘“Pennsylvania with its success
in the lottery will tend to be one
of the leaders in the nation look-
ing at other legalized betting,”
Kane said.

Then  .there’s the numbers
game, which law enforcement
officers estimate grosses $10
billion a year nationwide and at
least $350 million alone in
Pennsylvania. The lottery was
created with the aim of curbing
the numbers game, but officials
don’t feel it has come anywhere
near realizing that goal-aside
from causing perhaps brief pe-
riods of concern among numbers

-|bookmakers,

Lottery experts believe that
daily lotteries could be com-
petitive if they could provide
quick payoffs and a more flex-
ible system of betting that the
numbers gave offer.

legalizing that type of betting —

like football and basketball cards,
— on which people across the l




BY DEE WEDEMEYER

(Associated Press Writer)
Abortion—murder or medicine?
That question prompted fresh
debate and legislative skirmish-
ing in 1972, but most of the ac-
tion took place in the courts.

The U.S. Supreme Court heard!
arguments last month on appeals
from Georgia and Texas; abor-
tion cases from 13 other states
are pending before the court.
Several states were left with-
out abortion statutes at all when
old laws were declared unconsti-
tutional and new measures faxled|
to win legislative support. |
“It was a, seesaw year,” said
Michael Taylor, executive direc-
tor of the National Right to Life
Committee, a group that sup:
ports strict abortion laws.

Only four states—Connecticut,
Pennsylvania, New York and
'| Florida—passed abortion bills.

The Connecticut case started
in April when the 2nd Circuit
Court of Appeals invalidated the
state’s 19th century laws which
prohibited abortion except to save
the life of mother or bhaby.

“We think that by these sta-
tutes Connecticut trespasses un-
justifiably on the personal pri-
vacy and liberty of its female
citizenry,” the court said.

A special session of the legis-
lature adopted another, equ-
ally strict measure with a pre-
amble declaring that it was
state policy to protect human
life “from the moment of con-
ception.” A

The circuit court again invali:
dated the law, ruling 2 to 1 that
“a fetus is not a person within
the meaning of the 14th Amend-
ment.”

The state appealed, and the
U. S. Supreme Court issued a
stay of the circuit panel’s order,
peniling the outcome of the ap-

\

al.
Pennsylvania legislators passed |
a bill in November that would
allow abortions only/ when a
woman’s life was threatened,
but Gov. Milton Shapp vetoed
the measure, calling it inhu-
mane, unenforceable and un-
constitutional.

An earlier state law, ' pro-
hibiting unlawful abortions, was.
declared unconstitutional by a
county eourt because it failed
to define unlawful, and appeals
in the case are pending.

In New York, Gov. Nelson A.
Rockefeller vefoed a bill that
would have repealed the state’s
liberal abortion law, passed two
years ago and permi abor-'
tion for nni‘reuon d the
first 24 weeks of pregnancy.

The law—the most liberal in
the nation—contains no residency
requirement. Officials reported
there were 181,821 abortions —
98,084 of them on out-of-state
women—during the first year
after the law was enacted and
266,910 abortions — 164,095 on
out-of-staters — during the sec-
ond year. : ] |

Only in Florida did an abor-
tion measure become law this|
|year. Gov. Reubin Askew signed
a bill that permits_abortion to
protect a mother’s life or health,
in the case of rape or incest or
if the baby would be born de-
formed or retarded. The measure
replaces an 1868 statute which
banned abortions except to save
the mother’s life and was de-
clared unconstitutional by the
Florida Supreme Court earlier
in the year.

Among other developments:

The Vermont Supreme
ruled that the state’s 125-year-
old abortion law was unconstitu-
tional because it allowed a wom-
an to abort her child, but did
not allow a physician to help un-
less the woman’s life was en-
dangered. No new law has been
passed and the issue has fallen
under common law which allows
abortion until the quickening of
the fetus, set by the state aftor-
-!nehgener.al at 12 weeks.
i e California Supreme Court
./declared invalid a section of the
state’s abortion law requiring

that abortions be approved in'
advance by a hospital commit-/|
tee. The court ruled the stand-
ards for such committees were
too vague. The ruling leaves the’
decision on an abortion up to a
woman and her doctor,

A county court in Michigan de-
clared all state laws unconstitu-
tional, rulmg that they violated
the rights of privacy of women.
The decision is being appealed
and Michigan voters rejected a
referendum on the November
ballot that would have permitted
abortion on request.

_Supporters and foes of abor-
tion both found reasons for op-
timism. 3 : |
Jimmye Kimmey, executive di-'
rector of the Association for the
Study of Abortion, said she was
encouraged by a Gallup poll tak-
en for Planned Parenthood-World
Population. Fifty-seven per cent
of those surveyed said they
agreed with the statement: “The
decision to have an abortion
should be made solely by a
woman and her physician.”

. Taylor, however, said better
indicators of people’s feelings
were referenda such as the one
in Michigan and a similar vote
in North Dakota where a pro-
posal that would have allowed
abortions up to the 20th week of
pregnancy was defeated.

“To me, these are the best
polls,” "Taylor said. “It wasn’t

somebody asking you in a de- ti

:laﬁc:l:g ,manner, ‘What do you

Taylor also observed that the
state - supreme courts in South

Dakota, Missouri, Kentucky and
Indiana upheld restrictive abor-
tion laws.

Indiana’s 1905 law, prohibiti
abortion except to I:save mtgg
mother’s life, was upheld in a
4-1 ruling, with the court reject-

Abortion Sparked Debate,
Legislative Skirmishing

'can't afford to seek abortions
outside the state, that it is vague
'and that it violates a woman’s
right to decide whether she wants
to_bear a fetus.

Both sides are waiting for the
U"St'h Su[f)t:lxge %ourt rxﬁ' , but
neither feels a decision wi
th% bz;ttle. d - g

aylor said that if the court
rules tgat the fetus is not a hu-
man being, protected by the
Constitution, h?s group will seek
(to change the Constitution.
nge also said ll}d}ght to Life

0ups are prepa “positive,
alternative legislatiog" t%gs 1973
including measures that would
make vaccinations against Rubel-
la mandatory, Rubella, or Ger-
‘man measles, can cause severe
‘birth defects, and supporters of
abortion argue that a woman
who contracts the disease durin
pregnancy should be allow
abortion.
~ Miss Kimmey also said her
‘organization would continue to
work for reform, even if the
lcourt rules favorably,

_“Now that I have seen the
fierceness of the opposition, I no
longer feel if we got a favorable
ruling it would be over . . . .In-
stead of it being the end. we are
a!t‘atl,n.e beginning of a tough new
era.

Some of the most vocal con-
troversy over abortion stemmed
not from real life but from fic-

on s

A two-part episode of the CBS
television show ‘“‘Maude” dealt
with Maude’s decision to have
an_abortion.

The show prompted numerous
complaints and an appeal to the
network by an antiahortion group
that sought equal time, The
written appeal ‘is pen and
the abortion foes say that if

ing arguments that the law dis-
criminates a_gamst the ponr who

they don’t get satisfaction, they'll
0 to the Federal Communica-
tions COxpmlssion,

/¢ /4 =7




Shapp AdministrationHaving

ToughTime Spend ingFlood Funds

Harrisburg Earmarks
$39- of $150-Million
For Recovery Projects

HARRISBURG—After all the talk about how Penn-
sylvania’s flood recovery program might cost up to
$2-billion, the Shapp administration now is having
“trouble” spending a $150-million appropriation.

The federal governmente———

seems to be picking up the
bulk of the cost of replacing
or repairing the property which
was destroyed or damaged dur-
ing tropical storm Agnes last
June.

Gov. Milton J. Shapp has in-
structed his staff to maintain a
close check—and make it pub-
lic twice a month—of the dis-
bursement of state funls.

So far, only $39-million has
been spent or earmarked by the
administration for a variety of
flood relief and recovery pro-
grams,

Six months after Agnes struck
the state, the governor’s office
says it believes the remaining
$111-million eventually will be
spent, much of it for long-term
contracts still being planned.

Fiscal strategists add that
they presently don’t expect to
have to ask the legislature for
additional funds.

A big chunk of the $15-mil-
lion appropriation, approved
last Summer in an emergency
session, is a $30-million allot-
ment set aside for short-term
commercial loans for industry.

At a low 1Y% interest rate,
these loans will be repaid into
a revolving account, meaning
that the administration expects
to get most of the $30-million
back within a few years.

Administration spokesmen
contend it is not unusual that
only $39-million has been spent
or committed thus far,

Neither Democratic nor Re-
publican legislators have ques-
tioned whether the governor has
in his lap what could become a
slush fund to spend as he sees
fit, despite the fact Shapp in-
itially said he needed only $50-
million to begin the emergency
program.

Budget Paved

Instead, the lawmakers pared
his general fund budget of $3.6-
billion by $150-million, then
specified this amount—with few'
strings attached—for excluswel
funding of flood projects.

Before last month’s election,
the flood was a popular and
emotional issue without oppo-
sition. e

Unlike most appropriations,
the flood money will be avail-
able for spending without year-
1y approval by the legislature
until it is either all used up or
declared by Shapp as an un-
needed surplus.

The legislature also could
pass a bill to redirect any sur-
plus.

A review of his latest bi-
weekly report of the flood ac-
count shows that several state
agencies haven’t spent much of
the allotment the governor di-
rected their way.

And some won’t.

For instance, the governor
set aside $4-million to be
spent by the Military Affairs
Department for salaries and
expenses of the National
Guard, which were pressed
into service during the flood.

Only $754,000 has been
spent or committed, leaving
Military Affairs with an un-
spent balance of $3.4-million.

Asked about this, an admin-
istration spokesman admitted
that the National Guard has not
been on flood duty for months
—and won’t spend the $3.4-mil-
lion.

That amount, the spokesman
added, eventually will be trins-
ferred on paper to another de-
partmental flood account, which
is running short of cash.

The Environmental Resources
Department, which was allocat-
ed $9-million, probably will need
another $5-million to $6-million
to finance its long-term flood
protection, stream improvement
and other environmental proj-
ects still being planned, he ex-
plained.

The Community Affairs De-
partment, handed $19.9-million
for housing, redevelopment, rec-
reation, planning, site develop-
ment and grants to volunteer
fire departments, probably will
need another $10-million to $20-
million.

This extra money—to come
from other departments within
the $150-million framework—
will be used to pay for the de-
velopment and construction of
thousands of “pads” on which
mobile homes will be located.

Project Plans

Plans for this project are still
in the preiminary stages.

The Education Department,
which was earmarked for $2.1-
miion, hasn’t committed or
spent a dime of it and doesn’t
intend to use it.

And the Heath Department,
the governor’s office says, will
spend only about 25% of its
$10-million allotment for the|
restoration of health delivery
systems.

But both Education and
Health are listed yet on the bi-
weekly rackup of the flood pro-
gram as having major unspent
balances.

Shapp’s aides said that as
soon as other specific programs
are ready for implementation by
other - departments, these funds
will be transferred to pay for

them.

The Public Welfare Depart-
ment, which was given $29.7-
million, likely will spend “only”
$15-million to $20-million of it,
much of it for public assistance
to individuals who will be
dropped from the unemployment
compensation rolls.

Aside from the departmen-
tal programs, the administra-
tion hopes to begin handin,
out millions of dollars—roug
estimates put it as high as
$100-million—in direct grants
to individuals and businesses.

Direct grants were prohibited
by the state constitution, but
the legislature and the voters
agreed with Shapp to amend the
basic law to allow the grants
in emergency situations.

The constitutional amendment
was part of Shapp’s emergency

flood package he presented to
the legislature last Summer.

The grants will be awarded
with no strings attached, but
this has posed a problem for
the state.

The governor must firm up
the estimated cost and deter-
mine whether the program is in
violation of federal law.

One plan would give $500
free for every $3,000 an indi-
vidual recipient incurs in dam-
age above the federal Small
Business Administration’s (SBA)
$5,000 forgiveness feature.

In other words, if a persor
shows he suffered damages to
taling $11,000, he would be eli
gible for $1,000 in a state grani
—or $500 for each of the $3,00(
that surpasses the $5,000 level

But the federal law governing
SBA loans maintains that any
separate grants given to its bor-
rowers must be used to help
pay off the SBA loan.

This flies in the face of
Shapp’s intentions to make the
state grants without strings at-
tached for repayment.

Another plan would reimburse
local government for property
tax rebates extended owners
whose real estate suffered flood
damage.

The rebates—on taxes for a
three-year period starting with
last year’s real estate tax bill—
is expected to cost anywhere
})etween $12-million to $14-mil-

iop.

| ]%o one in the administration
is sure of the potential impact
of the tax rebate plan.

| And everyone—both execu-
‘tive and legislative leaders—are
wondering when the final tab
'will be rung up. |




Senator Murray to Make History When
He Takes Oath as President Pro Tempore

History will be made Tuesday
when Martin L. Murray of Ash-
iey is sworn into his second
term as president pro tempore
of the Pennsylvania Senate.

The ceremony to be conducted
at noon in the Senate Chambers,
Harrisburg, will mark the first
time this century that a Demo-
crat has succeeded himself as
president pro tempore of the
Commonwealth’s upper legisla-
tive body,

Murray, who represents the
14th Senatorial District, all of
which is in Luzerne County, will
receive his oath of office from
Federal Judge Charles Weiner,
Philadelphia. The jurist, a for-
mer colleague of Senator Mur-
ray, was himself a State senator
for nine years, from 1956 through
1965, before being appointed to
the Federal judicial post. He
will administer the oath of office
to all 25 Democrats who will
serve in the Senate,

Judge Raymond Broderick, an
unsuccessful GOP aspirant for
Governor of Pennsylvania, will
administer the oath to the Re-
publican senators.

Senator Murray, who was in-
itially elected Senate president
pro tempore in 1971, is the first
Luzerne County resident to hold
the position which is the third
ranking office in the Common-
wealth coming immediately after
the offices of Governor and Lieu-
tenant Governor.

The Ashley resident sees his
election and reelection to the
post as a ‘‘great honor,” espe-
cially since he was elected
unanimously by “both sides of
the aisle,” that is by both the
Democrats and the Republicans
in the Senate.

In his capacity as president
pro tem, Murray presides over
the Senate in the ahsence of the
lieutenant governor. In addi-
tion, if for any reason the office
of lieutenant governor were ever
vacated, Senator Murray would
automatically ascend to that po-
sition.

Powerful Office

The office of president pro
tem is a powerful one in that
the person holding the position
is not only an important part
of the State leadership, but also
exercises direct conirol over
such things as chairmanship
and committee appointments,
assigning bills to committees,
appointment of conference com-
mittees and the like.

The president pro tem ap-
points the chairmen of all Sen-
ate committees and assigns
committee memberships, Addi-
tionally, he has supervision of
Senate employes and the officers
of the Senate, such as the chief
clerk, librarian and secretary.

Senator Murray, by virtue of
his office, is an ex officio mem-
ber of each of the Senate com-

mittees and hasg a vote on each|-

committee. He also serves on a
multitude of State boards and
commlssmns such as the Gen-
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SENATOR MARTIN L. MURRAY

Unfortunately, he noted, there
was no pre-agreement with the
House where there was a solid
bloc of Representatives opposed
to no-fault.

As a result, Murray said, there
was no such legislation enacted
during the last session of the
General Assembly,

Predicts Passage

The Senate president pro tem-
pore predicted, however, that
there will be a no-fault insur-
ance bill passed by the new Gen-
eral Assembly during the com-
ing year, In addition, Murray
said he foresees a ‘‘tightening
of the belt” in Harrisburg dur-
ing the coming year; no increas-
es in State taxes for the next
two years; more consumer pro-
tection legislation, and an econo-
my move which would include
such things as welfare reforms
aimed at cutting down on the
size of the State’s welfare rolls.

The power Senator Murray can
exert as president pro tempore
while chairing meetings of State
boards or authorities was ev-
idenced some months back when
he had the Wyoming Valley West
School  District’s proposal for
construction of a mnew, central
high school “tabled” by the
State School Authority. Murray
said he had taken the action at

K}r{’ c )

\'Q?l

the request of ‘““a lot of taxpay-
ers” and also because the build-
ing plan had been submitted by
what he termed a “lame duck”
school board. The Senator stated
that he felt the measure should
be tabled at least until it could
be “looked at” by the incoming
school board.

The Ashley legislator, begin-
ning his 15th year as a Senator,
said he works ‘“‘seven days a
week” at his job and noted that
he does not have a telephone an-
swering service, but instead
“takes” all of his phone calls.
He also noted that he receives
“as much mail as probably
three Philadelphia senators.” In
explaining the reason for this, he
said people living in big cities
such as Philadelphia frequently
don’t even know their legisla-
tors.

Elected First in 1956

Murray was first elected to the
State Senate in 1956 and was re-

elected in 1960. In 1964, however, |1

his Senatorial district was elim-
inated under the reapportion-

ment plan and he was out ofl|

office for two years. He ran for
office again and was elected in
1966, then reelected to another
four-year term in 1970.

ThHe Ashley resident repre-
sents most of Luzerne County in
the Senate. That part of the
county not included in Murray’s
14th District is represented by
T. Newell Wood, Harveys Lake,
whose 20th Senatorial District
also takes in Wyoming, Susque-
hanna, Wayne, Pike and part of
Monroe County.

Senator Murray describes his
relationship with Wood as being
“very good” despite the fact
that Wood, as a Republican, sits
on the minority side of the Sen-
ate aisle and is therefore a
member of the “opposiiton”
party. .

According to Senator Murray,
he and Senator Wood were in-
strumental in having a “new”
North Street Bridge erected in
an exceptionally short period of
time following the June flood.
Murray recalls that he, and Sen-
ator Wood met with State Trans-
portatmn Secretary Jacob Kas-
sab in the Dan Flood 'School,
Wilkes-Barre, during the height
of the flood disaster. The North
Street Bridge had collapsed and
all indications were that the
span could not be rebuilt in less
than two years.

The State officials chanced to
meet Al Roman, an employe of
Pagnotti Enterprises, who told
them he saw no reason why the
bridge could not bhe rebuilf in
six to eight months. Murray and
‘Wood invited Mr. Roman to
Harrisburg where he met with
State highway engineers %ﬂ
Federal personnel, explaining his
ideas for reconstruction. There-
after, Senator Murray reported,
through the intercession of the
two Luzerne County senators
and with the assistance of Secre-
tary Kassab ‘“we got | things
going” and the newly-recon-
structed bridge will be reopened
next Wednesday.

Senator Murray said that he
and Senator Wood ‘“‘disagree on
many matters, but cooperate
when it is in the best interest
of northeastern Pennsylvania.”

Reflecting on his first year as
president pro tempore of the
Senate, Murray recalls that he
“shook the Harrisburg establish-
ment” when, after ascending to
the position of power, he ordered

ll Tahhvicte off the floor of tha
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State Grant
Given City:

A grant of $4.5 million in State
funds to the City of Wilkes-
Barre for use in repairing flood-
damaged homes was announced
by Governor Milton J. Shapp at
a press conference Saturday
morning in the Wilkes-Barre
Catholic Youth Center.

The Governor also used the
occasion to announce that he
will submit to the General As-
sembly, when it convenes in
January, proposed legislation to
implement a recently-approved
Constitutional amendment pro-
viding for State grants to home-
owners and farmers severely af-
fected by the Tropical Storm
Agnes flood.

Shapp said that the 4.5 mil-
lion being given to the City of
Wilkes-Barre will enable some
1.500 Wilkes-Barre families to
have mipimum repairs made to
their homes so that they can
nmove back into them in the
weeks ahead.

These funds, he noted, were
granted to the Wilkes-Barre Re-
development Authority which
had applied to the State Depart-
ment of Community Affairs for
90 percent State funding to con-
tinue its highly successful in-
terim assistance housing repair
program.

The 10 percent local share for
the project, $500,000, has been

approved by Wilkes-Barre City

Council, the Governor stated.
It was pointed out during the
press conference that additional
State funds will be made avail-
able in the future to finance
similar programs in flood-hit
communities on the West Side.
Governor Shapp said the money
will be forthcoming “‘just as
soon as they (the West Side
communities) work out their
administrative problems.”

Regarding the _State/local .

‘funded.

rogram-in Wilkes-Barre,
Shapp ?ﬂ&it “will permit the

return to their homes of nearly
all the residents of the City of
Wilkes-Barre whose residenees
were not structurally damaged
beyond repair by the Agnes
flood.” ;

In his announcement regarding
proposed legislation for grants
to flood victims, the Governor
said the bill would provide
grants to homeowners and farm-
ers who suffered a severe loss
in the flood, that is a loss in
excess of $7,500.

The maximum payment for
any recipient, he said, may be
up to $3,000, with the grant ad-
justed to account for some type
of services or payments received
from the Federal government,
the Commonwealth or from other
public sources.

Community Affairs Secretary
William H. Wilcox, who also
participated in the conference,
said the percentage formula for
the grants is still being worked
out and added that a “still un-
known quantity”” is the cost the
Federal government will levy

. upon the State for disaster relief

services it provided on behalf of
the Commonwealth, such as de-
velopment of emergency mobile
housing sites. Wilcox expressed
a hope that the Federal govern-
ment will be “generous” in this
regard since the size of the levy
will have a direct effect on the
amount of money which ultim-
etely will be available for State
grants to the flood victims. <
The State officials expressed
the view that announcement of
the Governor’s intention to sub-
mit legislation to the General
Assembly will encourage fami-
lies to rehabilitate and return to
their homes. G
, Governor Shapp said he is also

- considering a State program un-

der which the Commonwealth

. would provide 20 percent match-
ing funds under the Federal Land
Restoration Program, and an-
other program to make it pos-
sible for small businesses closed
by the flood to reopen. He stated,
too, that he has asked his staff
to do everything possible to re-
store essential railroad service
over flood-ravaged and idle lines.
Shapp noted that there some 12
rail lines out of service here and
the State feels it can put up
funds needed for restoration of
service, then force the railroads
to do so.

During a question and answer
period following the Governor’s
announcements, it was brought
out that the State government is
still looking imo possible legis~
lative means of rectifying a fi-
nancial disparity which has
arisen between flood victims who
“sat waiting for free handouts”
and those others who “went
ahead and worked on restoration
of their properties.” There have
been frequent complaints about
the apparent injustice of provid-
ing no means of compensation
for flood victims who undertook
repairs at their own expense

- while others received *‘free” re-

habilitative work under the in-
terim assistance program.

Additionally, area residents
have asked how the government
can justify some flood victims
being “made whole” through Re-
development Authority 'acquisi-
tion of their flood-hit properties
at pre-flood values while others
are saddled with the expense of
borrowing money to make re-
pairs to their properties.

On this. latter point, Secretary
Wilcox said the redevelopment
laws of Pennsylvania are written
such a way that pre-flood values
are to be paid for acquired prop-
erties. He acknowledged that
there is.some disparity and said
that the State grants to be pro-
vided under Governor 'S
proposed legislation woul in
to rectifying .this situation.

When asked about what the
State can or will do to “force”
railroads o restore service on
flood-ravaged or idle lines, Gov-
ernor Shapp said the Common-

- wealth would resort to fighting

through the Interstate Commerce
Commission and the courts since
restoration of the railroads in-
volves. many jobs, many families
and the economy as a whole.

In a discussion on the possibil-
ity of having the Federal govern-
ment enact catastrophic insur-
ance which would provide pay-
ments to victims of floods just as
payments are made to fire vic-
tims, Governor Shapp charged
that the Federal agencies have
given “absolutely no indication
of interest” on this matter. He
went on to say, however, that he
had met last night with his Wash-
ington staff and had discussed
the scheduling of a meeting with
the entire Pennsylvania Congres-
sional delegation sometime after
Congress reconvenes, pur-

ose of that meeting, said,
uld be to push for enactment
of a retroactive catastrophic in-
surance plan at the Federal level.
Shapp said tho there
might be a “chance” of having
such legislation enacted by hav-
ing the Pennsylvania delegation
join with the Congressional dele-
gations from other States which

* have experienced disasers n re-



bounty Legislators Split on
100 Days Harness Racing Season

Harrisburg—This is the final
voting record for 1972 of area
lawmakers during the week of
November 27-30 which marked
the final days of the 1971-72
Legislative Session — including
the House of Representatives’
decision to uphold the Gover-
nor’s abortion veto — with vot-
ing as follows on major legis-
lation by local legislators (Reps.
Stanley A. Meholchick, Ashley;
Raphael Musto, Pittston; Ber-
nard F. O’Brien, Wilkes-Barre;
Frank J. O’Connell, Kingston;
Fred J. Shupnik, Luzerne;
James J. Ustynoski, Hazleton;
and Senators Martin L. Murray,
Ashley and T. Newell Wood,
Harveys Lake):

SENATE

SB 290—Concurrence in House
amendments (approved) to this
bill requiring confidentiality of
information learned from a
student by a school counselor,
nurse of psychologist. (Murray
—Yes; Wood—Yes)

SB 455—Concurrence in House
amendments (approved) to this
bill representing Pennsylvania’s
first new Crimes Code in 111
years. The code reclassifies and
revises the Criminal Code to
contradictions on different sta-
tutes dealing with the same proj-
ect. (Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes)

SB 875—Conference report (ap-
proved) on this bill designed to
ensure the financial integrity of
municipal pension programs by
requiring actuarial studies and
|reports to be made of the funds
‘and submitted to the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs.
(Murray — Yes; Wood—Yes)

SB 1532—Concurrence in House
amendments (approved) to this
bill increasing the per day and
mileage allotments to school
board members attending educa-
tional conventions. The per diem
|goes from $25 to $30 and the
mileage rate from 10 cents to
12 cents a mile. (Murray—Yes;
Wood—Yes)
| HB 842 — Amendment (ap-
proved) excluding the Liberty
Bell track in Philadelphia from
this bill permitting expansion of
harness racing days from 62 to
100 days. (Murray—No; Wood—

No)
HB 842—(Passed) — Expands

with the exception of those li-
censees utilizing Liberty Bell
Track which remaing the same.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—No)
HB 1000 — Conference report
(approved) to this bill forbidding
colleges or universities receiving
state aid to discriminate on the
basis of sex in admitting stu-
dents. (Murray — Yes; Wood —
Yes)
HB 1022—(Passed)—Gives pow-
er to the Secretary of Health to
contract with any state insitu-
tion having adequate facilities
for alcoholic treatment programs.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes).
HB 1220—(Passed)—Severely
limits the use of phosphorus and
other environmentally harmful
substances in cleaning agents.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes).
HB 1990—(Passed)—A proposed
constitutional amendment to per-
mit surplusses from the Korean
Bonug fund to be used for an
educational loan guarantee pro-
gram for Vietnam veterans.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes).
HB 2142—(Passed)—Requires
the wife of a soldier missing in
action to forfeit her hushand’s
estate if she remarries before
her husband is found or declared
dead. (Murray — Yes; Wood —
Yes),
HB 2280—(Passed)—Appropria-
tes $8.6 million to cover union-
negotiated salary and fringe ben-
efit increases for 12,000 Motor
License Fund employes, (Mur-
ray—Yes; Wood—Yes).
HB 2281—(Passed )—Appropria-
tes $35 million to cover union-
negotiated salary and fringe
benefit increases for 68,000 state
employes covered by the general
fund. (Murray — Yes;
Yes).
HB 2329 — (Passed) — Includes
under the term ‘‘veteran” all
those who have served in the
Vietnam conflict. (Murray —
Yes; Wood—Yes)
HB 2627 — (Passed) — Requires
coal companies to assume black
lung benefit payments to those
miners who become afflicted
after next July 1. Those pay-
ments would rise from the cur-
rent $60 a week to $100. The
changeover from state to com-
pany payment would take place
over a three-year period. (Mur-

‘lthe number of permissable har-\ray—Yes; Wood—VYes)
ness racing days from 62 to 1001

SB 1685 — (Passed) — Pro-
vides for state lottery funds to

nomination of John C. Petten-

ger as State Secretary of Edue

gfatign. (Murray — Yes; Wood —
es

House of Representatives

HB 800 — Motion to override
(failed) veto by Governor Shapp
of a strict anti-abortion bill. The
bill would have permitted abor-
tions only in cases where three-
doctor panel would have ruled
that the woman’s life was in
danger. (Meholchick — Did not
vote; Musto — Yes; O’Brien —
Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik—
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 9842—Concurrence in Sen-
ate amendments (approved) to
this bill increasing the harness
racing days from 62 to 100 to
each of the licensees with the
exception of those racing at Lib-
erty Bell race track. (Meholchick
—Did not vote; Musto — Yes;
O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell — Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 867—Concurrence in Sen-
ate amendments (approved) to
this bill requiring that at least
one member of the nine-mem-
ber board of trustees at each
state college be a fulltime un-
dergraduate students of sopho-
more level or above. (L/{eholchick
—Did Not Vote; Musto, — Yes;
O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell — Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 918—Concurrence in Senate
amendments (aporoved) to this
bill which, for the first time,
covers loan-sharking. It makes
the extension of credit by extor-
tionate means a felony. (Me-
holchick—Did not vote; Musto—
Yes; O’Brien—Yes; Shupnik —
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 1480 — (Passed) — Ex-
tends to non-public school pupils
the same bus transportation
rights as public school pupils.
Federal revenue sharing money
would be involved, (Meholehick
— Did not vote; Musto — Yes;
O’'Brien — Yes; O’Connell —
Yes; Shupnik — Yes; Ustyniski
— Yes) HB 1572 — Conference
report ( approved) on this bill
for mandatory state-sponsored
training of municipal police offi
cers hired after next January 1.
They would undergo this train-
ing within a two-year span fol-
lowing their appointment. (Me-
holchick — Did not vote; Musto

Vofc to confirm (approved) the

finance free mass transit serv-
ice to the elderly (65-years-old
and older) during non-rush hours
and on holidays and weekends.
|(Meholchick—Did not vote; Mus-
\to—Yes; O’Brien—Yes; 0’Con-
Inell—Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Usty-
noski—Yes)

L8/

(see COUNTY, page 35)

SB 1686 — (Passed) — Aulnor-
izes the Community Affairs De-
partment to provide grants to
local municipalities which pro-
vide free mass transit service to
those persons 65-years-old and
older during non-peak transpor-

the program would come from
state lottery funds. (Meholchick
—Did not vote; Musto—Yes;
0’Brien—Yes; 0’Connell — Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes) ,

tation hours. Money to finance

—lYes; gmnegh — Yes; 0’Con-
nel — Yes; upnik — Yes;
Ustyoski —  Yes) ;
HB 2280 — Conference in
Senate amendments (approved to
this “bill appropriatlyg $8.6 mil-
lion to cover union negotiated
salary and fringe benefits in-
creases for 12,000 Motor License
Fund Employes. (Meholochk
Did not vote; Musto — Yes;
O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell -
Yes; Shupnik — Yes; Ustynoski
— Yes.)
HB 2281—Concurrence in Sen-
ate amendments (approved) to
this bill appropriating $35 mil-
lion to cover union-negotiated
salary and fringe benefit in-
creases for 68,000 state employes
covered by the gensral fund,
{Meholchick — Did not vote;
Musto — Yes; O’Brien — Yes;
O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik — Yes;
Ustynoski—Yes)
HB 2319 — Conference report
(approved) to this bill appropri-
ating $49.7 million, to Temple
University. (Meholchick — Did
not vote; Musto—Yes; O’Brien—
Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik—
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes) . !
HB 2320 — Conference report
(approved) to this bill appropri-
2ting $47.6 million to the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh. (Meholchick—
Did not vote; Musto — Yes;
O’Brien—Yes;  O’Connell—Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes) |
HB 2321 — Conference report
(approved) to this bill appropri-
ating $83.8 million to the Penn-
svlvania State University. (Me-
holchick—Did not vote; Musto—
Yes; O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell—
Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—
Yes) i
HB 2479—Concurrence in Sen-
ate amendments (approved) to
this bill allowing school districts
to lease school buildings instead'
of construeting new ones.
(Meholchick—Did not vote; Mus-
to—Yes; O’Brien—Yes; O’Con-
nell; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—
Yes)
SB 1629 — (Passed) — Ap-
propriates $900,000 in deficiency
fungis to the Department of Edu-
cation to support intermediate
unit offices. (Meholchick — Did
not vote; Musto—Yes; O’Brien—
Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik—
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)
SB 1669 — Concurrence in Sen-
ate amendments (approved) to
this bill providing $41.1 million
to Pennsylvania’s school districts
for courses for exceptional chil-
“dren. The money would come
[from federal revenue sharing.
|(Meholchick — Did not vote;
{Musto — Yes; O'Brien — Yes;

0’Connell—No; Shupnik = Yes;
Ustynoski—No) ¥
/ -~ )
//r }’ E/ "’lvl




Shapp Signs Mine Cave-in

Insurance Bill at Airport

Gov. Milton Shapp on Mon-|legislation was needed to solve {
day mixed bqsintess ang polittics th:d problems of the mentally re- ?12:]::: ?n::rgl: 0 S pre-ﬁ
in an appromixate one-hour stop tarded in Pennsylvania, adding| H i |
at the Wilkes-Barre-Scranton Air-|the §olution “could he made adg- wme bilsi’o‘fé’}"t&‘lf“ﬁ, t:‘]fe r;;esi}
port. ) ministratively with existing legis- for another reason, “we’ll ab-|
After his plane touched down|lation. f sorb more at the state level so|
at the airport at approximately _Gov. Shapp said one of thejthat it will double the base for
10:30 he signed into law House highlights of the new subsidence lower rates.” |
Bill 1752 amending the Common-|insurance bill provides for ex-| The measure also removes the!
wealth’s subsidence insurance|penses of administration of the|right of the subsidence fund’s to
plan to provide residents with|fund to be paid by the Depart- repair damages to insure struc-
more adequate coverage at a ment of Environmental Re-ltures rather than pay claims
reduced premium. - — -
His brief stop was necessitated
by a “tight” schedule which also
included business and polities.
Observers were quick to point

out the signing of the measure

marked the first official action of
its kind in the 25-year-history- of
the airport.

After the signing, Gov. Shapp
conferred with Senate Pro Tem
Martin Murray and Secretary of
Community Affairs William Wil-
tox who is the coordinator of
flood emergency for the governor.

Also witnessing the signing
were Reps. Bernard O’Brien,
Frank O’Connell and Ralphael
Musto of Luzerne County and
Sen. Robert Mellow and Reps.
Joseph Wargo and Michael Need-
ham of Lackawanna County.

While thanking the legislators
for their support, Gov. Shapp
emphasized the subsidence plan
is of no value if people do not
sign up for it and continue to
patronize the plan.

Gov. Shapp evoked consider-
able surprise when he mentioned
Sen. Hubert Humphrey as one of
his choices for a “good national
(Democrat Party) chairman.”

He said C. DeLores Tucker,
secretary of the Commonwealth,
would be a good choice ‘‘for a
change in the Democratic Party|
national committee’”” which he
described as “the main thing to
bring the party together.” |

Gov, Shapp mentioned as hisi
other choices for the national|
committee chairman Larry
O’Brien and Sargent Shriver to
replace Mrs, Jean Westwood.

rged ser - '
ﬁ:,{,"of“,gp‘:opf,s;f"}f,, | SHAPP SIGNS BILL — Amended mine cave-n subsidence insurance bill was signed by
tion of local governments noting go;d Milton Shapp, seated at center, during a one-hour visit to Northeastern Pennsylvania on
“barriers betwee onday. .
ties formsed a?,e,geg?mf: T,:l;::,ltr The governor signed the bill at Wilkes-Barre-Scranton Airport.
of red tape which hindered prog- Standing, from left, State Reps. Ray Musto, Bernard O’Brien, State Sen. Martin L. Mur-
ress in the flood recovery.” ! ray, State Sen. Robert Mellow and Rep. Joseph Wargo.
Gov. Shapp stated it is the re- Neetheated. Rep. Frank O'Connell, Gov. Shapp and Lackawanna County Re
am.

sponsibility of the state govern-
mént to make suggestions for
better government and then it's
up to the people to make the de-
cision.

He said he did not think new /,
. Vouv- 26, (97
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Vote for Silent Prayer in Schools

Harrisburg—This is the voting
record of area lawmakers dur-
ing the week of November 20-25
—including final legislative pass-|
age of an anti-abortion bill—wit‘hl
voting as follows on major legis-
lation by local legislators (Reps.
Stanley A. Meholchick, Ashley;
Raphael Musto, Pittston; Ber-
nard F. O'Brien, Wilkes-Barre; |
Frank J. O’Connell, Kingston;!
Fred J. Shupnik, Luzerne; James
J. Ustynoski, Hazleton; Senators
Martin L. Murray, Ashley, and
T. Newell Wood, Harveys Lake):
Senate

SB 3—(Passed)—Allows tax re-
bates for flood-damaged real es-
tate to be financed through the
special $150 million flood recov-
ery package. The hill also spells
out how the municipalities will
be reimbursed. (Murray — Yes;
Wood—Yes)

SB 225—Conference report (ap-
proved) to this bill requiring po-
litical candidates or their com-
mittees to notify the opposition
before running ads in the news
media mentioning other candi-
dates, The bill is aimed at curb-
ing misleading or false advertis-|
ing in final days of campaigning.
(Murray—Yes: Wood—No) |

SB 1407—Concurrence in House'
amendments (approved) to bill
expanding the powers of the
Pennsylvania Housing Agency hy
permitting it to grant loans for
rental as well as private hous-
ing for low income persons. Mur-|
ray—Yes; Wood—Yes) - |

SB 1463 — (Passed) — Re-
quires the Transportation Secre-
tary to suspend the driving
license of any motorist who
abandoned his vehicle on a pub-
lic street or highway. (Murray
— Yes; Wood — Yes) [

SB 1632 — (Passed) — Pro-|
posed Constitutional Amendment'
exempting permanently totall
disabled veterans from payment
of local real estate taxes. (Mur-
ray — Yes; Wood — Yes) |

SB 1669 — (Passed) — Gives|
school districts $41 million ini
special education subsidies im-
mediately rather than on a one-'
year delayed basis. The funds|
are to come through federal|
revenue-sharing money ear-|
marked for Pennsylvania. (Mur-
ra- — Yes; Wood — Yes)

{B 1685 — (Passed) — Pro-
viies for state lottery funds to
finance free mass transit service
to the elderly (65-years-old and
older) during non-rush hours
and on holidays and weekends.
(Murray — Yes; Wood — Yes)

HB-1 — Conference report (ap-
proved) to this proposed Consti-
tutional Amendment that wouid
pave the way to a graduated in-
come tax. Another vote by the
Lecislature is required before
this proposal can go on the
ballot. (Murray — Yes; Wood
—Yes)

HB 74-(passed)—Sets up edu-
cational standards for real es-
tate salesmen to qualify for a
professional licensure exam.|
Salesmen licensed before July
1, 1972, would be exempt. (Mur-
rav—Yes; Wood—Yes)

HB 126—(Passed)—Permits a
brief period of time to be set
aside at the beginning of each
school day for silent meditation
or prayer so long as it is author-
ized by the school board. (Mur-
ray—Yes; Wood—Yes)

HB 867—(Passed) — Requires
that one member of a state col-
lege board of trustees be a full-
time undergraduate student of
sophomore level or above. (Mur-
ra-—Yes; Wood—Yes)

HB 966—(Passed)—This bill is
aimed at curfainng tne cost of
public school education building
by requiring advance referen-
dums and giving the Secretary|
of Education powers of review
and inspection. (Murray—Yes;
Wood—Yes)

HB 1108 — (Passed) — Permits
all area vocational technical
schools to establish technical in-
stitutes offering post-high schoo!
fraining programs. (Murray—
Yes; Wood—VYes)

HB 1630 — Conference report
(approved) — Establishing the
Housing Replacement Authoriza-
tion Act' and authorizing the ap-
propriate agency to provide re-
placement housing for persons
displaced by housing projects.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—No) ‘
_HB 2137 — (Passed) — Re-

quires landlords to pay interest
on any security deposits of more
than $100. (Murray—Yes: Wood
—Yes) ’

HB 2239 — (Passed) — Adds
breakfasts to the school food
program for children. Schools
now provide lunches under the
federal-state program, (Murray
—Yes; Wood—Yes)

HB 2255 — (Passed) — Em-
powers the Department of Reve-
nue to enter into reciprocal
agreements with other state!
with regard to collection of per-
sonal income taxes. Withheld
/taxes could be remitted by the
lemployer to the employe’s state
of residency. (Murray — Yes;
Wood—Yes)

| BB 2277 — (Passed) — In-
|creases from 50 to 60 per cent
\the grants made by the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare to coun-
ty institutions for child welfare
programs. (Murray—Yes; Wood
—Yes)

HB 2342 — (Passed) — Adds
1150 persons to the State Police
force of 3,790 individuals. (Mur-
ray—Yes; Wood—Yes)

HB 2432 — (Passed) — Mal_(es
it illegal to alter, state inspection
certificates and subjects the
violator to the same penalties for
altering driver licenses or regis-
tration cards. (Murray — Yes;
Wood—Yes) {
House Of Representatives '

HB 34 — Amends the Civil
Service Act to provide a veteran|
with an honorable discharge
shall be given the opportunity to|
qualify for a position if he has
the experience but lacks a col-|

lege degree. (Meholchick — Did
'Not Vote; Musto—Yes; O’Brien
/—Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik
\—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 800—Concurrence in Senate
amendments (approved) to this
strict anti-abortion bill which out-
laws all abortions unless con-
tinued pregnancy might result in
the woman’s death. (Meholchick
—Did Not Vote:; Musto—Yes;
O’Brien—Yes; 0'Connell — Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 842—(Passed) — Increases’

the limit of harness racing days
for each corporation licensed to
100 days per year (at present 62
days) and determines the dis-
tribution of pari-mutuel funds.
(Meholchick — Did Not Vote;
Musto — Yes; O’'Brien — Yes;
0’Connell—Yes; Shupnik — Yes;
Ustynoski—Yes)
i HB 963—Concurrence in Senate
amendments (approved) to thisl
bill to be known as the ‘Penn-
|sylvania Scenic Rivers Act.”
'The amendments were minor
ones dealing with acquisition
jand notice provisions. (Mehol-
chick—Did Not Vote: Musto—
Yes; O'Brien—Yes; O’Connell—
No; Shupick—Yes; Ustynoski—
Yes)

HB 1802—(Passed)—Forbids
any State Liquor Store to bhe
placed within 300 feet of any
public school. (Meholchick—Did
Not Vote; Musto—Yes; O’Brien
—Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shup-
nik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 1947—(Passed)—Amends

the Public .School Code to re-|
|quire that all childrea be im-
'munized against diseases speci-

HB 219 0—(Passed)—Amends
the motor boat law by adding a
separate definition of “ice boat”
and changing the definition of
“motor boat” to include boats
equipped with propelling ma-
chinery. (Meholchick — Did Not|
Vote; Musto—Yes; O’Brien—/
Yes: O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik—
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 2280—(Passed)—A ppro-
priates $8.6 million to co ver
|union — negotiated salary and|
fringe benefit increases for 12,000/
'Motor License Fund employes.
(Meholchick — Did Not Vote;
Musto—Yes; O'Brien—Yes;
O’Connell — Yes:; Shupnik —
Yes; Ustynoski — Yes)

HB 2281—(Passed)—Appropri-
ates $35 million to cover union-
negotiated salary and fringe
benefit increases for 63,000 state
employes, covered by the gen-
eral fund. (Meholchick—Did Not
Vote; Musto — Yes; O’Brien—
Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik—
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)
~ HB 2329—(Passed) — Includes

under the term “veteran” all|
those who have served in the
Vietnam Conflict. (Meholchick— |
Did Not Vote; M usto—Yes;
O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell — Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes) |

HB 2587—( Passed)—Appropri-
ates $10,708,639 to the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry from
funds available under the Fed-
eral Social Security Act, with
528 million for administer-
ing unemployment compensation
claims and $2.5 million for union
pay increases. (Meholchick—Did
Not Vote; Musto—Yes; O’Brien
—Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik
—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

SB 263—(Passed)—Amends the
Military Code to provide for ap-
proval by the Adjutant General of
appointments of “technicians” in
order to conform with recent
Federal law. (Meholchick—Did
Not Vote; Musto—Yes; O’Brien
—Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik
—Yes: Ustynoski—Yes)

SB 290 — (Passedd) — Severe-
ly restricts the divulgence of in-
formation by any guidance coun-
selor, school nurse or school
psychologist in any elementa
or secondary school to a judicial;
legislative or administrative
body. (Meholchick — Did Not
Vote; Musto — Yes; O’Brien —
Yes; O’Connell—Yes; Shupnik—
Yes: Ustynoski—Yes) :

!fied by the Advisory Health
Board. (Meholchick—Did Not
Vote; Musto—Yes; O'Brien—|
Yes; O'Connell—Yes; Shupnik—
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes) |
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Bill Would

Limit Role of

Commission

' Harrisburg ®—A bill stripping
the Human Relations Commis-
sion of power to order school
desegregation has been reported
to the Senate floor for possible

The Senate State Government
Committee, reversing itself from
a week ago, released the bhill
Wednesday. It reportedly re-
fused to release the bill last
week because it was too late in
‘the session to consider such a
‘controversial measure,

1 Sen, Frank Mazzei, D-Alleghe-
ny, the committee chairman, was
on his way home and unavaila-

‘ble for comment. Other sources,

however, said Mazzei was un-
der pressure from Pittsburgh
groups to get the bill passed.

The Pittsburgh school district,
along with four other school dis-
tricts, is under a Jan, 2 dead-
line from the Human Relations
Commission to submit a plan
to integrate its schools, The
board voted Tuesday to develop
a plan to achieve racial integra-
‘tion but with no busing.

| The measure, which passed
the House in June, 194-88, would
give the Human Relations Com-
mission only an advisory role
in school desegregatic «Yadcr
current law it can o dis-
trict to desegregate its schools if
it finds the schools are racially
unbalanced. -

The Senate will have sufficient
legislative time to vote the bi

next week if it wishes. AT
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Consumer AffairsHead

the People”
Frank Carlu

To V

fairs, who appe
Milton Shapp at a “Reporf

news <

UL =

isit Wilkes-Barre
r, head of|for a news conference in the

U. S.” Office o}l e(1onsumer Af-|President’s Consumer Aid Cen-

; ared with Mrs.|ter on

to| Jeanne Devers, West Pittston

onference of native, is in charge of the cen-

cci in August, will

return to Wilkes-Barre ‘F_rigg center

¢ Square.

ter located in a mobile unit. Tha
had been inaugurated
Aug. 28 in the IBE Building also
on Public Square and later
shifted to the van. Miss Devers
is a consumer specialist for the
Federal Food and Drug Admin-
istration. >

Mrs. Knauer plans to discuss
the program which attempts to
re::év:i ctqgsumer problems of

ctims.

7 Miss Devers, who learned late
Monday of Mrs. Knauer’s plans
to visit the area Friday, said
the news conference will begin
~+ 8 p. m.
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House OK Expected on Tax Rebate Changes

The State House of Representatives is expected to
act by next Wednesday on amendments to the bill pro-
viding for tax rebates to flood-affected municipalities.

The Constitutionﬂ amendment | credits, grants and exemptions to
which passed in the Nov. 7 elec-|individuals, companies and non-
tion paved the way for relief|profit institutions affected by the

The Senate passed the amended legislation on Tues-

day by a 45-0 vote, and no

the House where the original_bill met approval.

As sent to the desk of Gov.
Milton Shapp for his signature,
the original bill authorized the
rebates but did not provide the
necessary appropriations. The
amended bill allows the rebates
from the $150,000,000 flood re-
covery package passed shortly
after the June flood:

Local municipalities will have
the ability to waive or rebate
property taxes for home owners

hit by the June flood. In Luzerne

County alone, assessor Thomas
J. Garrity has estimataed about
$13,000,000 will be needed each
year for three years to make up
for tax loses by municipalities,
school districts and the county.

Municipalitiess had collected
the bulk of their 1972 property
taxes prior to the June disaster,

problems are anticipated in

out after the flood and in many

in the form of tax rebates,|flood.

districts the bills went to prop-
erty owners who sustained heavy
or complete flood losses.

The rebates will be necessary
to offset large millage increases
in area communities for 1973.

Had the Legislature not acted,
flood communities would have

the detriment of non-flood vie-
tims, to meet operataing and
capital expenses.

been forced to boost millage, to

Aor 22,

7LE/\,‘

but school district billings went

Citing Forty Fort as an ex-
Garrity said 48.6 mills
would be needed in 1-973 to col-
lect the same revenue generated
by 19 mills in 1972.

Legal limits also exist as to
how far a community can go in
raising taxes.

ample,

Harrisburg (®—The legislature
has given final approval to a
major Shapp administration pro-
posal aimed at stimulating con-
struction of housing for low and
moderate-income families.

| Sent to Shapp on a 39-8 Sen-

late vote Tuesday, the measure
is seen by the administration as
ultimately easing Pennsylva-
nia's chronic housing shortage.
In the last decade, the state

Legislature OKs Bill_ﬂimed at
Easing State Housing Shortage

built half as many houses as
the national average.
Other Bills Approved

The legislature, in a busy day
as it strove toward adjourn-
ment, also approved several
other bills Shapp wanted en-
acted before the session expires
on Nov. 30.

The Senate passed and sent
to the House bills to provide

free transit rides for the elderly

/'L/
ot
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|New Agency

The agency, to be called the
Pennsylvania Housing Finance
Agency, would raise money to
lend out by selling tax-exempt
bonds. Officials figure that loans
to builders will carry an interest
rate some 2% percent below the
market rate. )

Organizations such as church
groups, civic associations labor
unions and
borrow up to 100 percent of the
cost of building the homes or
rental units. Private firms can
borrow up to 90 vercent.

The state is shooting for the'
first housing units to be started|
next year. The total number of|

. units that might be built yearly|

is unknown now, an official
/said, but he noted that in Mich-

annual new housing resulted
from the program.

No Appropriations

and to halt construction of cost-

House passed and sent to thel
Senate a bhill forcing employes
to take over black lung pay-
ments from the state,

Under the housing measure,
a state housing agency would
approve low-interest loans to
private developers, non-profit
groups or individuals for con-

The state agency will not re-

individuals could|’

igan, where a similar program|
1is in effect, some 15 percent of|,

'quire an appropriztion from the

ly, lavish school buildings. The legislature but will be self-sup-
porting through fees from loan’

L e o emd - e oo

t applications.

jguards to avoid what has
i plagued other housing programs.
< which involve private enterprise
¢ backed by government, such as
t the scandal-wracked Federal
+ Housing Administration pro-

I The bill has built into it safe- -

struction of single or multi-fam-|
ily housing for low-and-moder-
ate-income families.

The maxi ~ family
to qualify for the housing is
now being computed, but offi-
cials said the ceiling might
range as high as $15,000 a year,
depending on local economic
conditions.

Rents or mortgage payments"

could be reduced by $40 a
month from going rates through

a combination of the tax-free

financing and federal subsidies. |

« gram.
The FHA now finds itself own-
ing -hundreds of thousands of

W dilapitated homes because the
come . gwners couldn’t afford the mort-

' gage payments and repair bills

land defaulted on their loans |
The FHA then assumes payment
on the mortgage. :

' Safeguards

To prevent this, the new g

ey
ﬁropqsedL project’s design,
ity of construction and type of
community to be built in, such
as number of school children,
auto movement and employment
patterns. i
One official said the key ele-
ment in making the program
work would be to ensure the
project is well-maintained and
offers auxiliary services such
as recreation space, community
centers, swimming pools and
day care centers.
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By LARRY MARGASAK

(Associated Press Writer)
Harrisburg (®—Gov. Milton
Shapp may have the opportunity
to veto a strict anti-abortion bill
after the legislature adjourns,
thus killing the lawmakers’
chance of overriding his decision.

The House passed the meas-
ure Monday night on a 127-50
vote that technically approved
an amendment added by the
Senate. It was the final legisla-
itive action before the bill goes
|to the governer, who said he

The exact time it arrives on
the governor’s desk is now the
key issue, since he has 10 days
to sign a bill, veto it or allow it
to become law without his sig-
nature.

After the bhill passed, House
legal officials ruled the meas-
ure need not reach Shapp’s
desk until Wednesday, if it is
not delivered until then, the 10
days would be up Dec. 1—a day
after the legislature adjourns.

Shapp could wait until that
date, and veto the bill with the

lopposes the measure.

lawmakers gone. ‘

Abortion Rollcall

-

Harrisburg (P—Here is the roll-
call by which the House Monday
ggssed an anti-abortion bill. 127-

Democrats against: S. A. An-

derson, Barber, Berson, Dreibel-
bls.. Fryer, Gelfand, Hetrick,
Hovis, Irviis, J. Johnson, Kauf-
man, Kury, Lynch, Melton, Rap-
paport,, Ritter, Savitt, Toll, Wil-
liams, Fineman. :
Republicans against: Alexander,
|W. W. Allen, J. H. Anderson,
'Burkardt, Crowford, Fawecett,
Fischer, Fox Geesey, Gring, Has-
Kell, Hill, Horn, Horner, Knep-
per, Lehr, Lynch, Mebus, Miller,
Pancoast, Piper, Rowe, Schaef-
fer, ~Scirica, Selizer, Spencer,
Weidner, Wells, Yohn, Searfoss.
Not Voting: Berkes, Blair,
Rowley, A P. Kelly, Klunk,
Manderiino, Meholchick, Morris,
O'Donnell, Parker, Pievsky,
Schmitt, Shelton, Steele, Stemm-
'Ier. Stone, Taylor, Good, G.
\Johnson, L yn e h, Mastrangelo,
Moore, Moscrip, Saloom, Wilson,
Wright. y

House OKs Strict Anti-abortion
Bill; Measure Faces Shapp Veto

If supporters had another
crack at the legislation, they
well might muster the two-
thirds vote needed to override
the governor. The bill initially
passed the House in June, 157-
34, and the Senate approved it
39-9 last week. f

Senate Action

Meanwhile, the Senate passed
399 a proposed constitutional
amendment that could give the
state a graduate income tax by
1974. The legislation must pass
another legislative session be-
fore going to the voters.

The senators also approved 41-
6 and sent to the House a $41
million public school aid bill
that now -includes funding
through federal revenue shar-
ing. The measure had passed
both houses earlier, but was
never signed by the governor
because funding was not avail
able.

Abhortion Bill |

There was little actual debate
on the abortion bill Monday
night, since its merits were ar-
gued last June, during the first
House vote.

Rep. Hardy Williams, D-Phila-
delphia, an opponent, did bring
up an oft-repeated argument that
“It’s the poor people who will be
victims of the hufcher shops.”

Other pro-abortion legislators
offered motions to amend or de-
lay the bill, but were voted down

easily. ;
The chief backes e legis-
Tation, 0. Martin P. Mullen,
‘Philadelphia called on Shapp to
take quick action regardless of
his decision. ‘
“We delayed the bill time after
time,” Mullen said. “The gover-
nor has to be fair to us.”
Mullen said if the governor
vetoes the bill before the session
ends, he would try to have the
lawmakers override the decision
with the necessary {two-thirds
vote in each house. The Sen-
ate Yad approved the measure
39-9 last week.




State Legislalors

Hai'risburg (#—Sen. Richard
C. Frame, a Franklin City attor-
ney, was elected Republican
leader in the Senate Tuesday,
upsetting the current leader,
Sen. Robert Fleming, R-Alle-
gheny.

Frame, 46, who has served in
the Senate since 1962, will take
over the position in January
when the next Legislature Ses-
sion begins.

Fleming was the GOP floor
leader for the last two years and
has served in the Senate since
1950—as president pro tem for
two sessions. He also.served in
the House from 1938 to 1950.

Frame, of Venango County who
rarely takes the floor during
Senate debate, said he chal-
lenged Fleming ‘““because I was
requested to do so by a respon-

The vote was by secret paper
ballot.

The minority leader position
carries with it a $6,000 contin-
gency fund.

Other leadership positions
elected: ™

Minority whip—Stanley Stroup,
68, Bedford County.

Caucus chairman— Wilmot
E‘leming, 56, Montgomery Coun-
Y.

(Sen. T. Newell Wood of Lu-
zerne County reportedly was
seeking this post.)

Caucus secretary — Clarence
Bell, 58, Delaware County. Pol-
icy Committee chairman—Wayne
Ewing, 43, Allegheny County.

Also selecting leaders today
were House Democrats and Sen-
ate Democrats. The House Re-

sible number of colleagues.”

publicans will hold their meeting
Nov. 30,/

| A rundown of the respective
lcaucuses meeting today:

'HOUSE DEMOCRATS
| The fight for floor leader
originally had all the makings
of a bang-up, drag-out poitical
fight, but it’s now apparently
turned into a simple matter of
recording the votes. The battle
for minority leader was between
the current House Speaker, Her-
bert Fineman of Philadelphia,
and the current majority leader,
K. Leroy Irvis of Pittshburgh.
Traditionally, when the major-
ity party became the minority,
the speaker moved down to the
honorary position of minority
policy chairman. But Fineman
would have none of this and
after actively seeking his col-
league’s support he apparently

secured enough votes to capture
the minority leadership.

Irvis is expected to be elected
minority whip, or assistant
leader..

The current majority whip,
Rep. James F. Prendergast of
Northampton County, is expect-
ed to move down to minority
caucus chairman.

Rep. Harry Englehart, of Cam-
bria County, the current caucus
chairman, may take the post of
minority caucus secretary.

The liveliest part of the session
may come when Rep. Robert C.
Wise, D-Lycoming, introduces a
resolution to vote by secret bal-
lot. In the past, Democrats have
voted openly in their secret cau-
cus session.

SENATE DEMOCRATS

Majority Leader Thomas
Lamb of Allegheny County and

President Pro Tem  Martin

The present Legislature ex-|
pires on Nov. 30. The new one,
the 157th, officially takes over
on Dec. 1, but will not be sworn
in until Jan. 2,

The most dramatic change of

Gdthermg to Elect Leaders

positions will occur in the House, |
where Democrats will lose their
control next year. '

Republicans, now on the short
end of a 11290 split, will be-
come the majority party in the
House, capturing at least 105
seats in the election. Two seats
are still contested.

Republicans will take over the
House Speaker’s chair, which
carries with it a $15,000 con-
tingency fund. The GOP also
will control the committee sys-
tem, which has life and death
say over legislation,

In the Senate, Democrats will
retain their current 26-24 edge
in January.

Murray of Luzerne County are
expected to be re-elected eas-
ily—either is facing challenges.
The majority whip—currently
Sen. William Sesler of Erie,
who was defeated in the pri-
mary —is expected to be Sen.
Henry Cianfrani of Philadel-
phia.

A wide-open race is expected
for the caucus chairman spot,
now held by defeated Donald
Oesterling of Butler County.
Among those vying are Sens.
Henry Messinger, Lehigh; Louis

merman, Clearfield, and Thomas
McCreesh, Phxladelphia

gheny County, appears to have
won the caucus secretary posi-
tion, now held by Robert er-
hart of Berks who was defeated

in the primary,

Hill, Philadelphia; Joseph Am-

Sen. Stanley Noszka of Alle-

J
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The Governor seems extremely annoyed
at the failure of the legislature to come up
with a legitimate ‘“no-fault” insurance
program for the state. He said that
Insurance Commissioner Denenberg has
“refused to aborove a single major auto
insurance increase even though $50 million
in company requests™ are sitting on his
desk. 4 34

Shapp gave Denenberg another pat
on the back for his work in the Blue Cross
contract fight in Philadelphia. Shapp says
the commissioner saved consumers in
Philadelphia $50 million in insurance
premiums. Further, he predicts similar
situations all across the state.

+++

The Governor has announced that he is
backing an amendment to the Lottery Act
which would use lottery money to provide
free transportation for elderly citizens of
the Commonwealth.

+++

Governor Shapp announced that he will
host a national Governor’s Conference in
Harrisburg November 30 and December 1
concerning the Pennsylvania system of
“Direct Delivery” of Public Welfare
checks. Shapp says that many governors
have asked information about the
Pennsylvania plan which was initiated in
October 1971 and which helps eliminate

the governor’s
corner

by Clint Morse

fraudulent cashing of lost or stolen
assistance checks and reduces the number
of replacement checks necessary. The
Department of Welfare has estimated a
saving of $1 million this year alone witht he
new plan.

+++

Shapp has called on the state legislature
to make haste in passing the following
legislation:

1. Asound “‘no fault” auto insurance law.

2. Elimination of the retail price setting
of milk.

3. Free public transportation for the
elderly under the Lottery Act. .

4. Additional tax relief for 850,00 senior
citizens. : :

5. Put reins on construction of ‘‘Taj
Mahal” school buildings so that local
school costs and property taxes can be
under better control.

6. Allocation of the States share in
Federal Revenue Sharing so that local
communities can benefit and hold the line
on taxes or reduce taxes.

+++ :

The Governor is helping Dickinson

College of Carlisle celebrate its 200th

~ Anniversary today in Harrisburg. Tonight

(Sunday) he will present the Dickinson Art
Award to Eugene Ormandy and
Orchestra.
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Governor Shapp has signed HB 777 which sets up a Common-
wealth Compensation Commission to study salaries and emoluments
of the State’s principal officers in the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches. : “

The bill also calls for an increase in legislative expense accounts
.of $3,600 a year—a boost of 75 per cent. The expense account pro-
vision—~which neatly circumvents the constitutional prohibition
against legislators voting themselves pay increases—raises legisla-
tive income to $15,600 a year. It is worth much more than that,
however, because $8,400 of it is unaudited and not taxable as income.

The money for legislative expense accounts comes, of course,
from the 3.5 per cent State income tax, now being removed from .
the pay envelopes of every worker in the Commonwealth.

It is customary in Pennsylvania for the lawmakers to dip their
hands into the taxpayers’ pockets as early in the legislative term
as possible in hopes the voters will forget the gouging before the
next election rolls around. ,

Many do, of course, which explains why some legislators are
returned to Harrisburg term after term in spite of mediocre records.
If you feel those who voted for a larger expense account are unjustly
benefiting themselves at your expense, you are urged to express
your opinion the next time they stand for election. * -

Although not every member of the General Assembly voted for
the expense account grab, every member of the delegation from
Luzerne County was aboard the gravy train. We list them here,
along with the Governor, for ready reference the next time their
‘names appear on the ballot.

‘Meholchick, Stanley A.," Ashley —
.Murray, Martin L., Ashley

O’Brien, Bernard F., Wilkes-Barre

O’Connell, Frank J., Jr., Kingston

Shapp, Milton J., Merion

Shupnik, Fred J,, Luzerne

Ustynoski, James J., Hazleton

Wood, T. Newell, Harveys Lake

—

Meholchick claims to be a friendly Representative, yet he voted for th
State Income Tax which costs YOU between $200 and $400 a yea

REPUBLICANS, DEMOCRATS, Vote for George Hasa

and he will vote AGAINST the State/Income Tax







6-member Commitiee
To Work on No-fault

Harrisburg ® — A six-man
conference committee made up
of supporters and opponents of
the Shapp administration’s no-
fault auto insurance bill was ap-
pointed Tuesday to iron out dif-
ferences between House and
Senate versions of the bill.

° 'The committee, composed of
three members, from each
chamber, will begin its work of
carving out a no-fault bill
Wednesday. House Speaker Her-
bert Fineman said he hoped the
committee would finish its work
by week’s end, ready for a legis-
lative vote next Monday.

The Senate-passed bill, which
the administration supports, was
riddled with 11 amendments by
the House last week. On a voice
vote Tuesday, the Senate again

cal bills to sue for pain and suf-
fering losses. The House amend-
ed the bill, however, to provide
that if the courts find this re-
striction on suits unconstitutional
the rest of the hill still stands.

The administration asserts that
if that occurs, insurance costs
could increase by up to 50 per
cent because auto accident vie-
tims could receive double bene-
fits — from their insurance com-
pany and by suing for pain and
suffering.

Sesler said the clause must be
removed, so that if it is found

unconstitutional, the whole biil
will be thrown out.

To get it removed, however,
the administration may have te
lower the $1,000 medical thres-
hold in return. The anti-no-fault

supported its version, and sent|legislators tried to lower it to

the hill to conference.

The committee contains three
strong no-fault backers, one

$500 in the House but the amend-
ment was defeated. ;
The conferees were confident

strong opponent of the adminis-{that a “good” bill would be pro-

tration plan and two leaning
against it.

However, two of three com-
mittee members from each
chamber must approve a bill
before it is put before the full
legislature.

The Senate appointees are:
William Sesler, D-Erie, and Jo-
seph Ammerman, D-Clearfield,
both strong administration sup-
porters, and Edwin G. Holl, R-
Montgomery, who is leaning
against the administration.

The House appointees are Eu-
gene Gelfand, D-Philadelphia, a
staunch opponent of the admin-
istration plan, James Ritter, D-
Lehigh, a no-fault supporter, and
William Yohn, R-Montgomery,
leaning against the administra-
tion,

Thus, the administration will
have Sesler and Ammerman sup-
porting the bill in the senate
group but only Ritter in the
House group. Because Gelfand
is fervently against Shapp’s no-
fault bill, Yohn is considered the
key committee member for the
administration to get a bill to its
liking., =

Senate President Pro Tem
Martin Murray, D-Luzerne, an
administration supporter, ap-
pointed Sesler and Ammerman,
and Minority Leader Robert
gkilming’ R-Allegheny, appointed

oll.

House Speaker Fineman, who
opposes the Shapp bill, selected
Gelfand and Ritter and Minority
Leader Kenneth Lee, R-Sullivan,
picked Yohn.

The conferees agreed in sepa-
rate interviews that the crucial
point to be resolved is a provi-
sion setting a ceiling on medi-
cal expenses before allowing
“pain and suffering.”

“If we get an agreement on
this one, everything else will
fall in line,” said Ritter.

Both House and Senate bills

provide that an auto accident
victim must have $1,000 in medi-

duced in several days.

“The salient fact is that we
have to have a bill that will work
or we accomplished nothing,”
said Ammerman. “I’m not on the
committee to produce window-
dressing.”

Ritter said many of the 11
House amendments were “frost-
ing on the cake,” saying they
may have been thrown in simply
as bargaining leverage in the
conference committee,

“In any compromise, there
has to be give-and-take,” Ritter
said. “Neither side is going to
get everything it wants.” v

Yohn said the medical thresh-
old provision ‘“is a major de-
parture in law” that “needs
study to make sure we are en-
acting constitutional language.”

He declined to say if he would
push for removal of the House
amendment or for a lower medi-
cal threshold.

The House bill calls for insur-
ance companies to reduce lia-
bility premiums by 15 per cent
while the Senate’s provides for
a 10 per cent reduction. The cuts
would be made only if the insur-
ance company were financially
sound, however, and that would
be determined by the insurance
commissioner. 3

V\Z«Qt H; |191%
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No-fault Legislation
Compromise Collapses

Harrisburg (®#—A compromise‘enid the committee was still alive

no-fault bill that had been ex-

and could work up another com-

pected to go to the legislature PEOMise.

Shapp, reacting to Yohn’s state-

this week fell apart Sunday under|ment, said, “I would hope that

the threat of a veto by Gov.
pp. el
Rep. William H. Yohn, R-Mont-

ggmeer;y, ,said u'lt?t becau:& of the }ng to worg ‘along with the con-
vernor’s position on com-|ferees fo dev anoth -
promise, he was withdrawing his|promi N - = o

signature from a plan accepted
earlier by a legislative confer-
lence committee,

“It would be an exercise in fu-
tility for the legislature to return
to Harrisof gibqrg aor thseh:&l’e pur-
pose ving Gov. a no-
fault bill to veto,” said Yohn,
whose earlier support gave the
compromise plan the minimum
of backers needed to release the
bill from the six-member com-

mi

had refused to sign the plan.

| An administration spokesman
L

ttee. Two other conferees aho[thelongrnn

the conference co?mitm_ would
continue its work.” :
Shapp said he would be will-

I said all alo

“I said all along that we can-
not have a bill which pretends to
provide more benefits to the peo-,
ple while keeping provisions
which could raise costs by 20 per
cent more than the present sys-
tem,” Shapp said.

.“But that is what a conference
report does and that is why it is
unacceptable.”

Shapp said Friday he
veto the eomirromise because

would raise
than lower, auto insurance
miums,

Qer- (06,1972
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Committee

Harrishurg ® — A House-

Senate conference committee is
expected to begin work this
week on the accident-prone no-
fault car insurance bill. The
Shapp administration hopes to
get it on the road by election
day.

Both chambers return Tues-
day for what are expected to be
token sessions. The Senate is
expected to refuse to accept the
'weakened House version of the
no-fault bill, formally sending it
to the conference committee.

The House passed a no-fault
measure last Thursday, adding
11 amendments to the Senate-
_approved bill. These amend-
(ments, some unwanted by the
administration, will be the focal
points for the conference com-
mittee,

Whether Gov. Shapp gets his
wish for a no-fault law before
election day will depend on
whom legislative leaders appoint
to the six-man committee. Be-
cause of a Democratic split over
no-fault, a stalemate could de-
lvelop in the conference- com-
mittee. : -

" The administration fears that
once pressure from back home
is relieved after the elections,
some legislators may change
and vote against no-fault legis-
lation. The administration also
wants Democratic candidates to
have a major consumer bill to
present to the voters.

House Speaker Herbert Fine-
man and Senate President Pro
Tem Martin Murray, on op-
posite sides of the no-fault is-
sue, will appoint two of the
three members from each
chamber. House Minority Lead-
er Kenneth Lee and Senate
Minority Leader Robert Flem-
ing will appoint one member
each.

The names of conference
committee members are ex-
pected to be announced formal-
ly Tuesday. The committee
could get to work the same
day. If the group can’t reach
a compromise, it would be dis-
solved and a new one appointed.
This could take weeks, how-
ever.
| Various leaders contacted were
|optimistic a no-fault bill would

Will Begin

Work on No-fault Bill

be worked out, but were un-
certain when.

Lee 'said he was “positive”
the conference committee would
agree on a bill, but only ‘“hope-
ful” it would come before elec-
tions.

. Fineman, who has fought no-
fault, said he would push for a
no-fault bill before Nov. 7.

Lee said the issue ‘“won’t die
if not acted on before elec-
tions.” He said no-fault is an

legislators
solved. L

Rep. William H. Yohn Jr., R-
Montgomery, whom Lee indi-
cated he would appoint, also
said he did not see election
deadline as ‘‘significant.”

“My interest in the thing is
not to satisfy the trial lawyers
or the insurance companies, but
in trying to work out language
that will be an effective com-
promise. I have no hard, fast
position either for or against
certain things,” Yohn said.

Yohn said he considered the
two major factors in a com-
promise were a mandatory pre-
mium reduction and any limits
placed on pain and suffering
suits.

The House bill calls for a 15
per cent liability premium re-
duction and the Senate, 10 per
cent. “We’ve sold the bill to the
public as reducing premiums
and we have to keep to that,”
Yohn said.

Bouth House and Senate bhills
require an accident victim to
have $1,000 in medical bills be-
fore being allowed to go to court
to recover for intangible losses
resulting from the accident.

The House defeated an
amendment to lower the thres-
hold to $500, a move that would
have made it easier to sue.

The ‘administration hopes to re-
move a provision that would keep
the bill in effect even if the thres-
hold clause is thrown out by the
courts as unconstitutional. Insur-
ance Commissioner Herbert
Denenberg has said premiums
would go up 20 to 30 per cent if

this occurred.

Ot 1p, 1272
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issue that 85 per cent of the -
agree has to be -

Could Meén Bill’s Demise = :

Committee To Postﬁone

R

g , Wi -
Next No-Fault Meeting
HARRISBURG IPD—A special legislative commit-

tee will postpone its next meeting on no-fault auto
insurance until after the Nov. 7 election, ac,cordig* tp;

the chairman.

Most state officials be-
lieve this means the final

demise of the bill.

“There would be no pu
in calling the legislature
before the election,”

Eugene Gelfand, D-Philadelph
“We've decided to wait

said.
until after the election.”

~Gov. Milton J. Shapp had been
})ushing for no-fault passage be-
ore the election.

Insurance Commissioner Her-
bert Denenberg, who wrote the
original bill, said there is no
hope for it if it is postponed be-
yond Nov. 7.

“If nothing is done before the
election,” Denenberg, “you won’'t
see any action on it when they
come back.”

Election Year Issue

snl-le?p and Denenberg ap-
peared to be trying to make no-
fault into an election year issue,
forcing the legislature to pass
it. But that failed, according to
Gelfand.

“I've talked to a number of
pet‘)fle who are campaigning,” he
said. “They have received very
little flack about not passing
no-fault.

“It is dormant as an issue.
All the furor appears to be
emanating from the governor's
office and the editorial pages.”
Gelfand said most candidates

Y

find the peole do not under-
stand no-fault.

People Confused

“People say they’re confused
about no-fauf' % hg said. “It is
not such a simplistic issue as
the commissioner Denenberg
seems to think.”
The Senate passed a version
of no-fault which Shapp wanted,

but the House tacked on many
amendments.
The conference committee

came up with a so-called “com-
promise” Sept. 13. Shapp
threatened to veto it, causin
one of the conferees, Rep. W?f
liam Yohn, R-Montgomery, to
withdraw his signature,
Gelfand and Sen. William
Sesler also refused to sign it.
Gelfand is opposed to no-fault
and Sesler favors it. Neither of
them favored the compromise.
Shapp asked the conference
committee to meet again to
come up with a different ver-
sion before the election.
Let Tempers ‘Unfray’
Dick Doran, aide to Shapp,
said he was not aware the con-
ference committee had decided
to postpone the discussion until
after the election. But he indi-
cated the governor was not ap-
plying any pressure.

“I think we should allow
whatever tempers were frayed
think it is a question whether

-

Fineman said he considered
this one of the key points of any
negotiations. He indicated the
continuance clause might be re-
moved in return for the adminis-
tration lowering the $1,000 thres-
hold. & ;

“In a give-and-take proposition,
the anti-no-fault people may want
to yield up a considerable
amount to get the threshold low-
ered,” Fineman said.

Many legislators have attacked
the medical threshold as uncon-
stitutional because it restricts a
person’s right to sue.

Under no-fault, accident vic-
tims would get up to $10,000 in
out-of-pocket benefits from their

own insurance company ‘regard-
less of who caused the accident.
In return for reduced premiums
" g o
is r § or pain
and suffering. i

any legislators would return to
Harrisburg even if they were

called back into session before
thg‘_ﬁ'{ection.

ey want to campaign.”
The legislature officially is ad-
journed until Nov. 13.

Set. 22, (97
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Tax Relief Sought

Shapp Likes Scott Bill
To Help Flood Victims

Sen. Hugh Scott, R-Pa., has introduced a bill that would exclude flood victims
from having to pay federal income tax on the amount forgiven with Small Busi-

ness Administration (SBA) loans. 1 ‘
Senate Bill 3971, introduced by Scott two weeks ago, has gone to the Commit-
tee on Finance. X

%>

A spokesman for the|.

senator said he expects the
bill to come out of committee
this session.

The bill came out because of
the federal government's two-
Eg‘?ded treatment of flood vic-

s.

' With one hand, the SBA is
fiving flood victims up to $5,000

n the form of forgiveness on
SBA loans taken to repair or

lace flood-damaged homes.

ith the other hand, the gov-
ernment, through the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS), will tax
that forgiven money as income.

That means, the Pennsylvanian
who borrows $10,000 from the
SBA at 19 interest, will have
to pay back only $5,000.

But the other $5,000, which
is a grant, will be considerad
income and will be taxed ac-
cordingly.

Scott is attempting to retract

one of those hands by amend-|th

ing the Internal Revenue code
“so as to exclude from gross in-
come amounts of disaster relief
loans canceled pursuant to the
laws of the United States.

“In this way,” Scott told Con-
gress, “the government is not
placed in a position of giving
money with one hand and tak-

ing it away with the other.”

A spokesman for Gov. Shapp
said he supports the Scott bill,
but has asked Sen. Richard S.
Schweiker, R-Pa., to obtain a
formal ruling from the IRS on
the tax question.

Will Take New Rule

A Scott aide said, however,
that his office had already ob-
tained such a ruling, being ad-
vised by the IRS that it would
“take a new bill” to relieve
flood victims from the tax.

The Shapp sgokesman said,
however, that the governor is
also asking the IRS for an “im-
portant ruling” on the personal
and casualty losses that flood
victims will be able to write off
on income tax forms.

port for the Scott bill, the
spokesman said:

Unnecessary Hardships

“We don’t think the flood vic-
tims should be hit with unnec-
essary hardships.”

An aide to the senator said
he does not expect any real op-
position to the bill, stating it is
“uncontroversial, and aimed at
helping those who are “less for-
tunate.”

In pushing for passage of the
legislation, Scott said it would
allow the forgiveness feature of
the SBA loan program to have
its “full impact,” and enable
‘“yictims of these terrible trag-
le(lies .+ . to adjust more quick-
y.n

Specifically, Shapp is seeking
to determine whether the net
loss will be considered the value
of the home or goods, as depre-
ciated, or the cost of replacing

em.
The effect of computing the
losses on the latter basis, the
spokesman said, would be to off-
set the IRS tax on the forgiven
money.

He added that he hopes to
havi a ruling from the IRS next
week.

In noting the governor’s sup-
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County Legislators Vote
Death Penalty for Murder

Harrisburg — This is the vot-
ing record (again unusually
heavy) of areal lawmakers dur-
ing the week September 25-
30—including House passage of
a death penalty by lethal gas—
with voting as follows on major
legislation by local legislators.
(Reps. Stanley A. Meholchick,
Ashley; Raphael Musto, Pittston;
Bernard F. O’Brien, Wilkes-
Barre; Frank J. O’Connell,
ngston, Fred J. Sh)upnik Lu-
zerne; James Ustynoski,
Hazleton; and Senators Martin
L. Murray, Ashley and T. Newell
Wood, Harveys Lake):

House Of Representatives

HB /816—(Defeated)—Requires}

insurance companies to reim-
burse individual and group poli-
cy holders who received treat-
ment from chiropractors. (Me-
holchick — No; Musto — No;
O’Brien — No; O’Connell No;
Shupnik ’No, Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 884 — (Passed) — Estab-
lishes a mandatory sentence of
death by lethal gas for seven
types of murder in Pennsylvania.
It was drafted to comply with a
recent U. S. Supreme Court de-
cision against capital punish-
ment. (Meholchick—Yes; Musto
—No; O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell—
Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—
Yes)

HB 1108 — (Passed) — Permits
post-high school technical insti-
tutes to be established anywhere
in Pennsylvania, not just in Phil-
adelphia and Pittsburgh as at
present. (Meholchick—Yes; Mus-
to—Yes; O’Brien—VYes; O’Con
nell—Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Usty-
noski—Yes)
| HB 1969—Concurrence in Sen-
ate amendments (approved)  to
this bill requiring all state con-
tractors to adhere to environ-
mental protection rules and reg-
ulations. (Meholchick—Yes; Mus-
to—Yes; O’Brien—Yes; O’Con-
nell—Yes; Shupmk—Yes, Usty-
noski—Yes)

HB 2016 —(Passed)— Excludes
silos and storage bins from con-
sideration in determining a
farm’s property value. The pur-
pose is to hold down property
taxes. (Meholcuck—Yes, Musto
—Yes; O’Bri
—Yes; Shupnik—Yes
—Yes)

HB 2088— (Passed)— Violators
of third through eighth class
county ordinances would be sub-
ject to a summary conviction
and penalties up to $300 or jail
terms up to 30 days. (Mehol-
chick—Yes; Musto—Yes; O’Brien
—Yes; OConnelL—Yes, Shupnik
—Yes, Ustynoski—Yel) g
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quires automobile title certifi-
cates to state clearly if the auto
up for sale had been submerged
in water above its flood level.
(Meholchick — Yes; Musto —
Yes; O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell
— Yes; Shupnik — Yes; Usty-
noski — Yes)

HB 2491 — (Passed) — Creates
a $100,000 fund to pay moral
claims for persons wrongfully
imprisoned for 11 years or more.
(Meholchick — Yes; Musto —
Yes; O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell
— Yes; Shupnik — Yes; Usty-
noski — Yes)

HB 2512 — (Passed) — Pre-
vents draft evaders and armed
forces deserters from voting by
labsentee ballots. (Meholchick —
Yes; Musto — Yes; O’Brien —
Yes; O’Connell — Yes; Shupnik
— Yes; Ustynoski — Yes).

SB 877 — (Passed) — In-
creases from $10 to $20 per mem-
ber the maximum amount to be
paid by municipalities to munici-
pal police retirement programs.
(Meholchick — Yes; Musto —
Yes; O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell
— Yes; Shupnik — Yes; Usty-
noski — Yes)

SB 1669 — (Passed) — Appro-
priates $16 million to Philadel-
phia schools and another $25 mil-
lion to some 200 other school
districts across the State. (Me-
holchick — Yes; Musto —. Yes;
O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell — No;
Shupnik — Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)
(Special Session No. 1)

SB 3 — (Passed) — Allows
counties, boroughs, towns, town-
ships and school districts to les-
sen the real estate taxes imposed
for the year 1972 for any prop-

ages that total at least 10 per
cent of assessed valuation. (Me-
holchick — Did Not Vote; Musto,
— Did Not Vote; O’Brien—Yes;
0’Connell — Yes; Shupnik—Yes
Ustynoski — Yes)

HB 14 — (Passed) — Author-
izes various departments of the
state to make flood-related re-
pairs and improvements for units
of local government. (Meholchick
—Did Not Vote; Musto—Did Not
Vote; O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell—
Yes; Shupn‘ik—Yes, Ustynoski—
Yes)

m & F“LI mw'

SB 218 — (Passed) — Reqmres
big game hunters to Wwear 250
square inches of fluorescent red
or orange cloth on their back or
else similar cloth as headwear.
A $20 penalty is stipulated. (Mur-
ray—Yes; Wood—Yes)

SB 455 — (Passed) — Rewrites
and modernizes the 1l-year-old
state criminal statutes. No
|change is made pertaining to

SB  1519—(Passed)—Permits
18-year-olds to sue and be sued.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes).

SB 1575—(Passed)—Spells out
procedures for the retention elec-
tion of judges of the Common-
wealth Court similar to those for
the Superior and Supreme Court,
(Murray—No; Wood—No).

HB 69—Amendment (approved)
which writes a mandatory 15
per cent premium reduction in
the Shapp Administration’s “no-
fault” auto insurance bill. (Mur-
ray—Yes; Wood—Yes).

HB 69 — Amendment (ap-
proved) providing automatie
payment for property damage .
under this ‘“no fault” auto
surance bill (Murray
Wood—No) =

HB 921,—(-Psssed)—lncludel
loan-sharking as a racketeering
activity as set forth in the 1970
Pennsylvania Corrupt Organiza-
t.lo‘x;al)Act (Murray—Yes; Wood
—Yes

HB 1343 — Move to override
(approved) veto by Governor
Shapp to this bill taking the pows-
er of selecting agricultural re-
search projects out of the hands
of the Secretary of Agriculture
and placing it instead with a 15-
member committee. Last week

by a 143-43 vote, thus marking *
the ﬁrst time a gubernatorial -
veto was upset since 1917 and -
even that (which was the first
in Pennsylvania history) was
done at the request of Governor -

Martin G. Brumbaugh. (Murray -

—No; Wood—No)

HB 1572—(Passed)—Creates a
Municipal Officers’ Education
e lvania State Police.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes)

HB 1725 — (Passed) — Expands-
the Anthracite and Bituminous
Coal and Clay Mine Subsidence -

to all types of structures in these -
mining regions as well as homes.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes) ...
HB 1829 — (Passed) — Permits
handicapped persons to hunt
from an auto with a weapon -
having a t.hree-shell capacity or -
a chamber 'with a plug. (Mur-
ray—Yes; Wood—Yes)
HB 1999—(Passed) — Permltl
s of cancellation of hlmﬂnz

 be mailed by certi

fied rather than registered mail.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—VYes)

HB 2000—+(Passed) — Requires,
for the first time, that turkeys
be tagged. Bear would have to
be presented to Game Officials-
for ‘'exam within 24 hours and
deer kills would have tighter
tagging and reporting pro-
w‘rrisitzm (Muruy—Yu, Wood—
| Yo

the House took similar action -

and Training Program within
erty owners suffering flood dam-|th )

Fund by extending its provisions

b
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Hails Senate
For Passage
Of Aid Bill

Murray Says Measure
Assures Benefits to
More Area Disabled

Senate President Pro Tempore
Martin L, Murray, of Ashley
Friday hailed Senate passage of
a bill to make more disabled
workers eligible for werkmen’s
compensation benefits.

The bill rectifies disparities
between Pennsylvania’s Work-
men’s Compensation Aet and
Pennsylvania’s Occupational Di-
sease Act, Senator Murray, the
bill’s mover in the Senate, ex-
plained.

Terming the legislation “vital”,
Senator Murray said: :

‘At the present time a man
disabled on the job is entitled
to $90 to $95 per week in bene-

“1! the same man contracts

poisoning
his job, he ia only eligible for
$60 per week,

“To correct these inequities we
must enlarge the definition of the
word injury to extend to certain
oocupaﬂonal diseases.”

According to Murray these ill-
fnessu are beryllium, arsenie
lead, mercury and other me’ai

poisonings; g by naph-
thas, acids, carbons, cais-
son dileue, eancer and ulcera-
tion due to pitch, bitumen, min-
‘eral oil, paraffin, anthrax, sili-
cosis, asbestosis, tuberculosis,
hepatitis and byssinosin \

“At this time,” Murray said,
“black lung ﬂiseue is not cov-
ered becaus cov-
ered under iederal law.

We will continue to study this
black lung problem with special
attention towanl the feasibility
of changing this.

Additionally the bill ex dn
the time for a worker to
noticeofinjury.pﬂnthecan
collect benefits. ;
m?n?n'f; amendmenh extend
(T.D.1.) a chemically rehted
disease,

as the results of
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Gigantic Renewal
Forecast by 0'Connell

The groundwork has been laid
for a gigantic urban renewal job
in flood-ravaged Pennsylvania
communities, according to Rep.
Frank J. O’Connell,

Early in October the Legisla-
ture authorized the borro
of $100 million for a Disaster Re-
lief Fund. Commonwealth obliga-|
tion bonds will be issued under
a provision of the Taxation and
Finance Article of the Constitu-
tion which provides for unlimited
borrowing” to rehabilitate areas
affected by man-made or natural
disaster,” " he said.

“The Federal Government will
match the amount borrowed on
a 3-to-1 basis. The original $200
million set aside for urban re-
newal by Congress er the
$1.2 billion flood relief bill will
be increased by $250 million, with
$325 milion of the total ear-
marked for Pennsylvania.

The Department of Community
Affairs will distribute the funds to
local urban renewal authorities.
Thus far, requests for financial
aid have received from 21 com-
munities, and a total of 60 re-
'building projects are anticipated.
The money will be used for the
clearing of land, the construction
of housing, and the restoration
of business and commercial en-
terprise

“The Diuster Relief Fund will
be used for rehahilitation of
areas affected by both the Sep-
tember, 1971 and the June, 1972
flood. Borrowlng is expected to
start in February.

‘“Emergency funds to begin
the long-range task of rebuild-
ing stricken communities have
been allocated from the special
$150 million appropriation passed
by the Legislature last July. Nine
million dollars of this amount
has been made available for

and the remainder authorized for
specific projects.

““A report from the Governor’s
office October 20, on the status
of the $150 million flood relief
appropriation shows that $99.8
million has been allocated to 15
state agencies, leaving $50.2 mil-
lion still to be allocated. Com-
mitments and expenditures total
1$23.5 million.

“Some of the larger allocations|
include: $20_ million for short-
term commercial loans; $1 mil-
lion for an agrlcultural com-
munity effort; $1.7 million to vol-
unteer fire companies and am-
bulance services; $1.2 million for
stream clearance; $3.3 million
for restoration of damaged rec-
reation areas; $2.3 million for
restoration of health delivery
systems, $1 mmion for special
services to the aging; $1 million
for public library flood relief;
and $4 million to reimburse the
National Guard.

“In° making the $159 million
appropriation, the Legislature
specifically earmarked $25 mil-
lion for additional public assist-
ance for flood victims. Only
$193,122 of this amount has ac-
tually been spent thus far.

“Members of the Legislature
are determined that flood relief
funds shall be used only for

flood-related purposes, and not
diverted into programs or ex-
penditures cut from the Gover-
g:f'l General Fund budget last

y.

“The Legislature, by author-
izing the bororwing of $100 mil-
lion for urban renewal, and ap-
propriating $150 million for a
variety of flood-related assist-
ance programs, has helped lay
the groundwork for a long-rnnge
program of rebuilding. It is of

housing and redevelopment, of
which $4 million has been spent,

vital importance that these funds
of|be administered wisely, and that
not a cent be wasted.”
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Seott Bl]l d
Would Realign
Flood Help

SBA Would Handle
Loans for Small
Business Exclusively

U. S. Senator Hugh Scott
(R-Pa.) has proposed legislation
to sharpen federal services to
those involved in disaster areas.

Citing Hurricane Agnes which
devastated Pennsylvania in June,

Scott said federal activities must
be realigned to accelerate aid
to the public.

The Seott proposal calls for
consolidating the activities of
many of the disaster activities
now supervised by the Office of
Emergency Preparedness.

While defending the massive
federal effort put forth to help
flood victims, Scott did point out,
“We have all learned a great
deal.” His proposal ‘“‘seeks to
correct some of the disaster
relief programs’ deficiencies.’

The bill recommends realign-
ing the activities of four federal
agencies to make them more re-
sponsive to the needs of thnse
affected by the disaster. Scott
says the agencies should work

only in areas where they have
the “expertise.”

His proposal would have the
Small Business Administration
handle loans for small business-
men exclusively and all home-
owner loans would be the re-
sponsibility of the Housing and
Urban Development Depart-
ment. The Farmers Home Ad-
ministration would take care of
agriculture loans and the Com-
merce Department would be re-
sponsible for larger businesses.

“We should not be asking the
apple grower to start handling
bananas, too,”” Scott said.

Scott has been deeply involved
in disaster relief activities since
flood waters raged through Penn-
sylvania. He introduced the orig-
inal $1.8 billion relief legislation
calling for lower interest on
long term loans.

The legislation also provided
cash grants. Scott als) success-
fully guided bills through Con-
gress providing assistance to

nonpublic schools and bankrupt
railroads.

3 s
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i:ﬁcott Presents Program
Based On $1.7 Billion
- Help

. U. S. Senator Hugh Scott
(R-Pa.) introduced the Adminis-

ration’s $1.7 billion Agnes Re-
‘covery Act Monday when the
Senate reconvened after a two
‘week recess.

‘ TheSenweReplbheanLeader

to liberalize cash grants and
loans to property owners, resi-
dents, communities and busi-

f:ndbwm'lt&testrequire-

 The Agnes Recovery Act is in
uldtm to woo mﬁhon auth-
Congreas
lkned hto law by the
This was a measure
by !Pemsylvm’s

and Se

|nd supported w“

'l‘he proposal by Scott makes
residents of the states of Pennsyl-
vania, New York, Florida, Mary-

West Vh'anh Wrgn‘nis,

ble addiﬁnnalfederal
wuld ask Con for:
tl .3 billion for t smm
million for Pred&ent’
Disaster Relief Fund

million for the Federal
Highway Administration
R:mg: for the Appalachian
mmission
$55 million for the Economic
Development Administration
$12 million for the Corps of
Engineers
oisio million for the Deputmmt
$1.85 mﬂliod for the Farmers
Home Administration
The $1.3 billion for the SBA
would be used to provide addi-
tional emergency loans for strick-
en home owners and small busi-

nesses.

In addition, the President pro-
poses to liberalize loans to affedt-
ed persons, making the first
$5,000 of loans non-repayable,
eompared to $2,500 in existing
Jaw; and repayment of the bal-
ance in excess of $5,000 would be
1 per cent rather than the
Treasury rate of 5% per cent
under existing law.
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Legislative Roundup

Harrisburg (#—The major bills passed or introduced in
the legislature Monday. .
SENATE -

Passed: H. B. 1739 providing that insanity or serious
mental disorder be grounds for divorce.

S. B. 1397 providing scholarships to children of prisone
of ‘war or missing in action. -

S. B, 1413 allowing children to work until 10 p. m. from
June t§ Labor Day. |

Introduced: S. B. 1630 allowing capital punishment in
certain circumstances, :

: S. B. 1632 exempting totally and permanently disabled
veterans from payment of real property taxes in certain
cases,

S. B. 1629 allocating a $900,000 deficiency appropriation
to the Education Department to fund intermediate units.

HOUSE

Passed: H. B. 2287 appropriating $19.5 million to the De-
partment of Community Affairs for housing and redevelop-
ment assistance. .

Introduced: H. B. 2483 removing the authority of the Milk
Mczrketing- Board to set minimum milk prices to consumers.

W.u,mm
Y TILEN.

- Legislative
Roundup

Harrisburg #—Here are the .

major bills passed in the House
and Senate Tuesday. No bills
were introduced in either cham-

ber.
HOUSE
Passed:

H. B. 1603, authorizing estab-

lishment of conservation com-

missions by political subdivi-
;sions.

| H. B. 2375, broadening proper-
'ty tax relief for senior citizens,
|widows over 30 and the disabled,
|and making additional persons
\eligible.

H. B. 1 proposing a constitu-
tional amendment to permit a
‘graduated income tax. .

SENATE

S. B. 1626 making a $12 mil-
lion appropriation for mental
health and mental retardation.

S. B. 822 setting up a jury
commission to select jurors in

| Legislative
’ ~ Roundup

Harrisburg (P—Here are the
T Vel 2
legislature. ®

HOUSE Z /

Passed: H.B. 1969 forcing
contracts between the state
and private builders to in-
clude provisions that all fed-
", S
lowed. o fong

Introduced: none.

SENATE

. Passed: S.B. 455 moderniz-

:It:‘ the state criminal stat-

S. B. 1328 permitting the

state to maintain stationary
scales to tighten

checks on trucks violating the

m;xin.mnlnsln w:lil‘bht limits.

8. wing for early

uleu: of prisoners with covirt

t.p;' al.

B. 1669 providing $41 mil-
lion to school districts for re-
_imbursement for programs in-

volving handicapped children.
Uy |97
" TiLEN.

Allegheny County.
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Legislative Roundup|

isburg (P—The major bills passed or introduced in thel
.Senalzzrﬁsondagxr. The House was in session but did not_take any |
|action. 1]

'SENATE s
% PASSED: S. B. 63 reducing to 18 the age for licensing by
lvarious boards within the Education Departmegt. :
H. B. 398 increasing from 25 to 30 p\ﬂls the maximum
limit on taxes which may be levied by first class townshx‘ps.‘
INTRODUCED: S. B. 1708 appropriating $250,000 for creatxoqg
‘of a program for hemophiliac treatment. \ 4y .
S. B. 1709 prohibiting employable males from receiving pubhcI

assistance. ‘

\An/ﬂ:’ ;‘J \ JLM)\
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Legislative
Roundup

Harrisburg (#—Here are the
major bills passed or introduced
in the legislature Wednesday,

SENATE

Passed: H, B. 800 forbidding
abortions unless a woman’s life
is threatened. :
S. B, 1708 appropriating $250,-
000 to start a program to treat
hemophiliacs.

H. B. 2330 giving legislative
employes a 5 percent cost-of-liv-
ing increase,

Introduced: S, B. 1716 making
observance of Veteran’s Day on
Nov. 11. e

S. B. 1717 making it unlawful
to distribute campaign literature
near polling places.

’ HOUSE |

H. B. 2142 removing inheri-
tance rights of a remarried
spouse of a soldier missing in
action,

H. B. 2480 providing for stu-
dents on boards of trustees of
state colleges.

?.B.lmtoe andt!Aeg‘Pecl}l-
sylvania Housing ency’s
powers to finance low and mod-
erate income housing.

S. B, 1523 to provide a per-
manent list of chronically dis-

abled voters. 3 :
N6, 1942 - TLEN
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Anti-abortion
Bill Held Too

Restrictive

Harrisburg ® — The Pennsyl-
vania Medical Society has asked
Gov. Shapp to veto a tough anti-
abortion bill now on his desk be-
cause it is ‘“‘entirely too restric-
tive from a medical standpoint.”

Shapp has asked the Legisla-
ture, which passed the measure
overwhelmingly, to recall the bill
pending a decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court on the subject.
“T would expect a court decision
shortly,” he said.

Dr. Robert S. Sanford, presi-
dent of the 12,000-member phy-
sicians society, said in a letter
to Shapp the bill does not permit
patient and doctor to use medi-
cal judgements in determining if
an abortion should be performed.

The measure would only per-
mit abortion if the women’s life
were threatened.

The society said it sanctions
abortions under the following con-
ditions: .

—There is documented medi-
cal evidence that continuance of
the pregnancy may threaten t_he
mental or physical health or life

/) or. 2 6, (772
T LEN

~ Midnight Nov. 30.

of the woman.

—There is documented evi-
dence that the infant may be
born with incapacitating physical
deformity or mental deficiency.

—There is documented medi-

cal evidence that continuance of
pregnancy resulting from rape or
incest may constitute a threat to
the me or physical health of

~ a patient.

The society said an examina-
tion by two physicians would
constitute medical evidence. It
also said abortions should be
performed in an accredited hos-
pital and not in a doctor’s office.

In asking the legislature to re-
call the bill Wednesday, Shapp
indicated abortions should be
permitted for rape and incest
and to protect the women’s
mental or physical health. Shapp
has said he personally opposes
abortion but would be guided in
party by the more liberated
recommendations of the abortion
law Commission.

Rep. Martin Mullen, D-Phila-
deiphia, the chief proponent of
the anti-abortion bill, has re-
jected outright Shapp’s request
for changes in the He pre-
dicted that more than the neces-
sary number of legislators
would also refuse to recall the
measure when they reconvene
on Wednesday. i

Shapp has reportedly
promised Mullen that, if it
comes down to it, he would veto
the bill before Nov. 30 so law-
makers will be able to override
him. The Legislature expires at




Harrisburg — This is the vot-
ing record (heaviest this ses-
sion) of area lawmakers during
the week of September 18-23—
including final legislative pas-
sage of a bill permitting the
state to float $100 million in
bonds for flood relief—with vot-
ing as follows on major legisla-
tion by local legislators (Reps.
Stanley A. Meholchick, Ashley;
Raphael Musto, Pittston; Ber-
nard F. O’Brien, Wilkes-Barre;
Frank J. O’Connell, Kingston;
Fred J. Shupnik, Luzerne;
James J, Ustynoski, Hazleton;
and Senators Martin L. Murray,
Ashley, and T. Newell Wood,
Harveys Lake): \

Senate :

SB-4—Conference report (ap-

proved) to bill extending until
October 31 the voter registration
period for some 173,000 Luzerne
County citizens whose records
were destroyed in the flood. It
also contains a $250,000 appro-
priation to handle the reregis-
«ration, (Murray—Yes; Woood—
Yes)
. SB 1103 — (Passed) — Tightens
state regulation and supervision
of blood banks by providing for
minimum operating standards
and requiring a $50 license for
those participating in voluntary
inspection programs and $200 for
all other blood banks. (Murray
—Yes; Wood—VYes)

SB 1407 — (Passed) — Permits
Pennsylvania Housing Agency to
float tax-free bonds to finance
housing construction and rehabhil-
itation in order to benefit the
elderly and low-to-moderate in-
come families. (Murray — Yes;
Wood—Yes)

SB 1523 — (Passed) — Provides
for the automatic mailing of ah-
sentee ballots to chronically dis-
abled persons, (Murray — Yes;
Wood—VYes)

HB 10—(Passed)—Allows the
State to float $100 million in
bonds for flood relief to local
governments which sustained
damage in the historic flood last
June, (Murray — Yes; Wood —
Yes)

HB 525—Motion (approved) to
override an objection to having
his bill ‘sent back to committee.

bill itself is a non-contro-
versial amendment to the Ve-
hicle Code  but Senator William

G. Sesler had planned to use
it as a “vehicle” to carry a
righly controversial “no-fault”
auto insurance proposal. (Mur-
ray—No; Wood—Yes)

HB 634—(Defeated)—Would al-
low a criminal defendant to be
released on posting of 10 per
cent of total bail. (Murray—
Yes; Wood—No.)

HB 681—(Passed)—Establishes
regional community treatment
centers throughout the state for
the treatment and rehabilitation
of women prisoners over 16
years of age. (Muwrray — Yes;
Wood—Yes.)

HB 1333—(Passed)—Strength-
ens the state’s enforcement pow-
ers in air pollution by giving
the Department of Environmen-
tal Resources control, via per-
mits, over potential air polluting
devices. (Murray—Yes; Wood —
Yes.)

HB 1723—Motion (approved)
to have this bill sent back to
committee. Although the bill it-
self is a non-controversial
amendment to the Vehicle Code,
there was a move afoot to tag
on a controversial ‘no - fault”
auto insurance proposal. (Mur-
ray—No; Wood—Yes.)

HB 1969—(Passel) — Provides
that any project lettings for state
or local construction projects
shall outline steps to be taken
by the successful bidder to com-
ply with pollution and conserva-
tio;iv !a;vs. (Murray—Yes; Wood
—Yes.

HB 2070—(Passed) — Ratifica-
tion of a proposed 27th Amend-
ment to the U.S. (Constitution
which is designed to guarantee
women’s rights. Pennsylvania
thus becomes the 2Ist State to
ratify this proposal which re-
quires approval of 38 states.
(Murray—Yes; Wood—Yes.)
House of Representatives

HB 121—(Passed)—Makes an
employe eligible for unemploy-
ment compensation benefits if
he is laid off more than one
week prior to a work stoppage
resulting from a labor dispute.
(Meholchick—Yes; ~Musto—Yes;
O’Brien—Yes; 'Connell—Yes;
Shupnik—Yes: Ustynoski—Yes.)
(see 2 SENATORS, page 31)

HB 1020 — (Passed) — Revises
maximum state subsidies for
education of retarded or Jisabled

$19 million this fiscal year, also
calls for mandatory review each
two years, (Meholchick—Yes;
Musto—Yes; O’ Brien—VYes;
0’Connell—Yes; Shupnik—Yes;
Ustynoski—Yes.)

HB 1158—(Passed)—Prohibits
destruction of textbooks wuntil
after the district school board
has offered them to other dis-
tricts. (Meholchick—Yes; Musto
—Yes; O'Brien—Yes; O’Connell
—Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski
—Yes.)

HB 1343—Move to override (ap-
proved) veto by Governor Shapp
to this bill taking the power of
selecting agricultural research
projects out of the hands of the
Secretary of Agriculture and
placing it instead with a 15-mem-
ber committee. The Senate will
now consider this matter. The
last time the Legislature over-
rode a veto was in 1917. (Mehol-
chick — Yes; Musto — Yes;
O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell —
Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—
Yes)

HB 1515 (Passed)—Allows the
coroner in third through eighth
class counties to appoint a solici-
tor to advise him. (Meholchick—
Yes; Musto—Yes; O’Brien—Yes;
0’Connell — No; Shupnik —
Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 1611 (Passed) — Changes
the registration fee for snowmo-
biles from $5 each year to $10
every two years to convenience
owners of these vehicles, (Me-
holchick — Yes; Musto — Yes;
O’'Brien — Yes; O’Connell —
Yes; Shupnik — Yes; Ustynoski
—Yes) :

HB 1783 (Passed)—Expands
the cost to a county for judicial
proceedings involving a captured
escapee of a penitentiary who
previously had been sentenced
by a ‘court of that particular
county. (Meholchick — Yes;.
O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell —
Yes; Shupnik — Yes; Ustynoski
—Yes)

HB 1896 (Passed)—Provides a
$10,000 fine or five-year jail
term, or both, for anyone plant-
ing a bomb or threatening to do
s0. (Meholchick—Yes; Musto —
Yes; O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell—
Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—
Yes) .

HR 2065 (Passed)—Raises from
$50 to $100 the fine for nonresi-
dents who hunt without having

children. The bill, estimated at

(Meholchick—Yes; Musto — Yes;
O’Brien — Yes; O’Connell — Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes)

HB 2134—(Passed)—Authorizes
reimbursement of $25 a day and
10 cents a mile for school board
members attending educational
conferences (Meholchick — Yes;
Musto — Yes; O’Brien — Yes;
0’Connell — No; Shupnik — Yes;
Ustynoski—Yes) 7

HB 2174 (Passed) — Permits
authorities created by municipal-
ities, counties and townships the
right to appoint police officers.
(Meholchick—Yes; Musto—Yes;
O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell — Yes;
Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—Yes).

HB 2396 (Passed)—Repeals the
current law regulating state
mink farms. However, the De-
partment of Agriculture would
continue its inspections. This bill
is designed to holster the state
mink industry. (Meholchick—
Yes; Musto—Yes; O’'Brien—Yes;
0’Connell—Yes; Shupnik — Yes;
Ustynoski—Yes).

SB 4—Conference report (ap-]
proved) to bill extending until
October 31 the voter registration| _
period for some 173,000 Luzernc|
County citizens whose records
were destroyed in the flood. It
also contains a $250,000 appro-
priation to handle the reregistra-
tion. (Meholchick—Yes; Musto—
Yes; O’Brien—Yes; O’Connell—
Yes; Shupnik—Yes; Ustynoski—
Yes).

SB 99 (Passed)—Lowers from
age 21 to 18 the age of the in-
dividual with whom a child be-
tween the ages of 12 to 14 must
be supervised before the child
may hunt with a bow and arrow
or with firearms. (Meholchick—
Yes; Musto—Yes; O'Brien—Yes;
0’Connell—Yes; Shupnik — Yes;
Ustynoski—Yes).

SB 817—Attempt to force from
committee (defeated) this bill
which provides stricter controls
on lobbying. (Meholchick-<No;
Musto—No; O’Brien—No; O’Con-
nell—Yes; Shupnik—No; Usty-
noski—Yes).

SB 1108—Motion (approved) to
have this bill sent back to com-|
mittee. The bill itself is non-con-|
troversial but there was a move,
afoot to attach a controversial
“no-fault” auto insurance pro-
posal. (Meholchick—No; Musto
—Yes; O'Brien—No; O’Connell—

purchased the necessary license.| Y

No; Shupnik—No; Ustynoski —
GB'). > —
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 Post-Audits Are Made
Of $750,000 Allocation
~ Spent by Shapp Forces

Auditor Gen. Robert P. Casey said yesterday his
department has undertaken immediate post-audits
“of transactions involving $750,000 in Commonwealth

funds earmarked by the
cleanup operations in the
Wilkes-Barre area.

“The audits are con-
tinuinﬁ and a report will be
available in the near future,”
Casey said.

Casey acknowledged yester-
day that Gov. Shapp has
“complete discretion” in al-
locating the spending of a
$150 million floo relief
appropriation voted by the
Legislature two months ago,
and “no auditor, government
of private,” has the power to
dispute the purposes of his
allocations.

Casey, however, said that
despite the “broad discretion-
ary power” given to the gov-
ernor, his department “will
scrutinize most carefully all
expenditures within the cate-
gories the governor desig-
nates.”

The Democratic fiscal offi-
cer made the announcement
in a letter to House Minority
Leader Kenneth B. Lee, R-
Sullivan, in response to “in-
creasing public statements”
from egublican representa-
tives and others expressing
concern about whether state
and federal flood relief funds
“are being properly handled
and spent in the most effec-
tive way.”

Political Overtones

The tone of Casey’s letter
suggested that his continuing
ﬁost-audits (after expenditures

ave been made) might have
the potential of political de-
velopments to be used against
the Shapp administration in
the November presidential
elections.

Shapp defeated Casey twice
in a row for the Democratic
gubernatorial nomination, and
neither of them has forgiven
the other’s political hostility.

A week ago Lee's staff
disclosed a memorandum
review of state and federal
regulations which sought to
dispel Shapp’s running criti-
cisms of federal post-flood
reh:l_l)'iilitatim:f eﬂol::n with
reg to safeguarding as-
llstat:ce to minority appli-
can

The memo contended that
one item of Shapp’s flood al-
locations — $374,000 to the
Pennsylvania Human Rela-
tions Camission to “monitor”
the way minorities were being

Shapp administration for

treated—was unnecessary un-
der existing state-federal regu-
lations.

‘The purpose of this letter,”
Casey said to Lee, “is to as-
sure you, members of your
Republican caucus and the
people of Pennsylvania that
the Department of the Auditor
General is, and has been since
the rains of Hurricane Agnes
were falling, aggressively in-
volved in carefully scrutinizin
the expenditure of flood relie
funds.

Special Audit

“Because some of the pro-
nouncements from Republican
lawmakers suggest that yor#
caucus may seek a special au-
dit of these funds, possibly
by a firm of outside auditors,
you should be aware that the
Department of the Auditor
General is designated under
the federal-state flood relief
agreement and the common-
wealth's Fiscal Code as the
auditing agency for these
funds.

“Any use of public funds to
engage private auditors would
be an illegal usurpation of
this department’s function, to
say nothing of the waste of
money since we are alread
engaged in extensive audi-
ting.”

Casey pointed out that
constitutional revision
stripped his department of
the pre-audit exercise (be-
fore funds have been ex-
pended).

“Our involvement in the
flood situation was immediate
and explicit,” Casey said.

“On Friday, June 23, at the
heiﬁht of the storm, Deputy
Aud. Gen. John M. Lynch, in

-

defense flood command
post, personally advised Gov.
Shapp’s representatives to
exercise caution and maintain
proper spending controls over
all expenditures, however
worthy the cause.

‘Mr. Lynch reiterated the
need for spending safegurads
at the meeting of the Cvil De-
fense Council on June 27. He
also had several discussions
concerning the same subject
with Budget Secretary Charles
Mcintosh and Secretary of
Adminilstration Ronald G.
Lench during this period.
Perform Function

“Under the federal-state
flood relief agreement dated
June 29, the auditor general
was designated and is re-
quired to carry out certain
audits under that program.-

a meeting at the state civil |

= B

-

We have already developed
procedures to perform that
function. !

‘In addition, because of the
potential for mishandling of
funds is greater in emergency
situations, we began imme-
diate post-audits of transac-
tions of the $750,000 in com-
monwealth funds earmarked
by the Shapp administration
for cleanup operations in the
Wilkes-Barre area. Those au-
dits are continuing and a re-
port should be available in the
near future.”

Casey said he wanted to as-
sure Lee that “we intend to
- pursue vigorously the spend-
ing of public funds in the
same aggressive manner we
have followed in the past
three and a half years. I am
convinced that the activities

*(M
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Federal Government Deadline .. edne

ay for Public Institutions

Time Running

Time is running out
for public schools to file
applications for federal
aid to cover damages
caus}ed by Hurricans Agnes.

According to state Deputy
Secretary of Education Dr.

Neal V. Musmanno, public ments after federal-state sur-
schools have a 90-day filing vey teams checked the damage.
period from the time the state He added that school dis-

was declared a risaster area
by President Nixon. That dec-

laration was made June 30, so
the deadline is Sept. 27.

Dr. Musmanno said the De-
partment of Education’s latest

figures show almost $23.3 mil-
lion damage to 289 buildings
i 100l districts and

government has paid approxi-
mately $13 million to the pub-
lic schools in advanced pay-

tricts which already have filed
damage reports may revise
them if they discover latent
damage, “Further damage
claims will be checked out,”
he said. “But the most impor-

government aid under OEP to

profit schools and medical fa-

tant thing is to file the claims
before the deadline.”

In the private school sector,
an official of the Office of
Emergency Preparedness
(OEP) said that his office
hopes to process all aid appli-
cations irom private schools
and colleges and public facili-
ties in local governments by -
Oct.i15.

Joe D. Winkle, who is co-
ordinating OEP activity in
Pennsylvania, said the total

up.

local facilities, private non-

cilities across the state could
reach $200 million.

Included in the “local facili-
ties” category are repairs to
streets, bridges, public utili-
ties, dikes,
public buildings “and related
equipment” and debris clean-

Winkle said although the 90-
day deadline has been applied
to public school aid applica-
tions (in which the claims are
administered by the U.S. Of-
fice of Education), there will
be some leniency for the pri-

UNDAY INDEPLNDENT, V
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evees, drainage,

emergency

vate schools and colleges be-
cause Congress only voted to
allow federal aid to private in-
-stitutions a month ago.

But a law signed by President
Nixon on Aug. 16 will provide

institutions.

According to the latest state
Department of Education sta-
tistics, 17 private colleges and
universities have applied for
almost $1'6.8 million in disas-

ut for Schools to File Flood D

ter aid. The hardest hit was
Wilkes College in Wilkes-
Barre, which claimed more
than $12.1 million damage.

Previous?, the non-public Neighboring King’s College re-
schools and colleges were in- ported just over $4 million in
eligible for federal disaster aid.  flood losses.

Private institutions in the
midstate area reporting floc.
damage include Bucknell Uni-
versity ($302,226), University
Center at Harrisburg ($84,230),
York College of Pennsylvania
$67,411), Wilson College ($20,-
291), Susquehanna University
($20,112), Lebanon Valley Col-
lege ($16,452); Messiah Col-

assistance to these

Shapp Announces
Scholarships for -
Victims of Flood

HARRISBURG (lPD—Gov. Mil-
ton J. Shapp has announced that
4,300 students whose parents
suffered flood losses will re-
ceive $3.8 million in special
state scholarships.

The money is part of a $15
million emergency package ap-
proved by the General Assembly.
The average award will be $908.

|
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$50 MILLION

s

FLOOD AID ASKED

By SAKA FR114

HARRISBURG (UPI)—
Gov. Milton J. Shapp asked |
the General Assemhbly
Wednesday night for $50
million to start helping in
flood disaster relief.

But the governor made
no suggestions to the legis-
lators how they should be-
gin to rearrange his pro-
posed budget for 1972-73
to allow for enough disaster
relief money.

“These moneys will be ear-
marked for materials, supplies,
services, food, clothing, equip-
ment, chemicals drugs and
medicine for the alleviation of
human hardship and suffering
and for the protection of prop-
erty,” Shapp said.

Republicans wanted to appro-
priate more than §50 million
and the Senate already is work-
ing with a proposal that would
allow $100 million for flood re-
lief.

Shapp indicated the legislature
should earmark $50 million and
Jeave enough room in the budget
for the figure to increase.

“l am willing to mccept cuts
in my proposed budget that, be-
cause of the recent disaster,
now raise other programs to
the status of priority,” the gov-|
ernor said. t

“Hopefully, T will have suffi-|
cient data available at the end|
of this week to start drafting|
required emergency legislation|
to put Pennsylvania back on its|
feet.” !

Shapp said it was possible the
need for state money for dis-
aster relief would go beyond $50
million. If the federal govern-
ment provides enough,” he said,
the state contribution could be\
less.

Suggestions For
Budget Excluded
By GOV. Shapp

————irw

“The point is,” he said, “that!
I do not know at this time and!
do not think anyone else really|
knows the precise measure of
our needs for state funds.

“Therefore, let's get started
now with a realistic amount and/
leave ourselves the flexibility to|
change that figure according to’
our needs.” |

Shapp spoke to the legisla-|
ture about 72 hours before the
end of the 1971-72 fiscal year.|
There still is no budget for thel
next fiscal year.

The governor said it might be
necessary for the legislature to!
come back again next week to
continue working on appropria-
tions bills. A recess was sched-
uled to begin next week to al-
low Democrats to go to the par-
ty convention in Miami.

“Now,”” Shapp said, ‘‘let me
be blunt. The state runs out of
funds it can use legally Friday
night. There is plenty of time
for you to pass an equitable
budget during the next three
days. |

“There is no need to compli-
cate the process by even think-
ing of stop-gap appropriations.”|

The legislature often has used
‘“stop-gaps,” or short-term em-
ergency appropriations, when it
reaches the end of a fiscal year
without a budget ready for the
next year.

“This is a moment of crisis
and the people of Pennsylvanis
have a right to expect that thei
elected officials in Harrisbur

will put politics aside and ge.

\:\ 39 ~?7)~
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on with the business of taking
care of their urgent needs in a
prudent manner,” Shapp said.

The governor promised to pro-
pose a ‘‘comprehensive program
to rebuild the commonwealth"”
a'ter he determined the extent
of flood damage and the amount
of money the federal gecvern-
ment would provide.

He offered to meet with both
Republican and Democratic lead-
ers of the legislature ‘tonight,
|tomorrow or anytime during the
next 72 hours, so that we can
reach an agreement on a pro-
{gram which will meet the needs
jof all our citizens before mid-
night Friday.”

Shapp, who went to Washing-
ton Tuesday to discuss the sit-
uation witn Pennsylvania’s con-
gressional delegation, repeated
what progress was made on the
{federal level.
| The U. S. Senate Tuesday
Ipassed a bill adding $200 mil-
lion for disaster relief. Presi-
dent Nixon Wednesday called.dor
$100 million in additional aid to
the East Coast states hit by
Hurricane Agnes.

The congressional delegation
supports a plan for $250 miilion
in added federal aid.

Shapp said he also suggested
that Nixon release some of the
$12 billion which was appro-
priated earlier this year by Con-
gress and impounded by the
administration.

At least 50,000 homes and
5,000 factories, stores, shops and
service stations were damaged
or destroyed during the flooding
in Pennsylvania, Shapp said.

He has estimated damages to
the state at $1.5 billion.

—_— ———




T.LCEV.




51972

T L.E.N.




Ret 10 (a1

T.L.E. M-







Nixon Fact-Finders
 Touring Flood Area

‘ An inspection of the flood-dam-|for economic development in the

aged areas in Pennsylvania, with
Wilkes-Barre and Harrisburg two

Commerce Department,
After stops in Wilkes-Barre and
Harrisburg, the team will hold a

key points of the tour, was begun |¢imiar meeting the Corning,
Monday by a fact-finding team N, Y., area, which wags also bad-

sent by President Nixon.

A spokesman for the Federal
Office of Emergency Prepared-
ness said the team arrived in

ly damaged by flooding from
{ropical storm Agnes.

The Federal Government,
through a bill signed by Presi-

Wilkes-Barre Sunday and met|dent Nixon over the week end,

with business, civic and labor
leaders.

The spokesman said ‘“the pur-
pose of the trip is to determine
the best way for the Federal
Government to help the State re-
cover from the flood on a long-
term basis.”

Group - included Labor Secre-
tary James D. Hodgson; Com-
merce Secretary Peter G. Peter-
|son; Gen. George Lincoln, head
lof OEP: Anthony Chase, deputy
administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and Robert
A. Podesta, assistant secretary

will provide $200,000,000 in emer-
gency funds for disaster relief for
areas devastated by the flooding.

Much of the total in the bill
goes to communities in New
York, Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Virginia and Florida.

Money was expected to be used
mainly for temporary housing,
road and bridge repairs, debris
clearance and the repair or re-
placement of public facilities.

It was about twice as much as
President Nixon had requested
for immediate aid to the stricken
areas,

00, SHAPP
I1SITS AREA

Gov. Milton J. Shapp landed
at the 10th Street School, Wyo-
ming, this morning for a first-
hand tour of the flood-damaged
area.

Accompanied by several digna-
taries from Harrisburg and area
officials, his helicopter landed
shortly before 10 a, m. and the
governor then huddled with re-
gional officials. He was briefed
on what was taking place locally
and left in a State Police car for
a tour of the devasted areas.
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—Stan Warunek Photo
SHAPP VIEWS DAMAGE — Gov. Milton Shapp is shown as he arrived at the Wilkes-

Barre-Scranton Airport last week to inspect area flood damage.
From the left are State Rep. Stanley Meholchick, Ashley; Cpl. Patrick Higgins, State

Police; Gov. Shapp, State Sen. Martin L. Murray, Ashle:& apd newsmen. b S




FLOOD AID IS
TIED TO HOUSE
BUDGET VOTE

Senate Republicans Call
Action 'Despicable And
Unconscionable'

Harrisburg (#—The Senate
with majority Democrats suc-
cessfully lining up its troops,
. passed a stafe budget Saturday
14 hours into the new fiscal year.
The budget, amounting to near-
1y $3.19 billlon, was sent to the
House for concurrence on Senate
amendments. The House has
passed a spending plan with $150
million in cuts; the Senate ver-
sion slashed $117 million.

A separate bili providing $150
million for flood relief remained
in a Senate committee. Demo-
cratic leaders indicated they
would not call it out until the
House concurred on Senate
changes in the budget. This tac-
tic was described as “despicable
and unconscionable” by Senate
Republicans.

Passage of the budget came
on a 26-23 vote, divided precisely
along party lines with Sen.
Zehnder Confair, R-Lycoming,
absent.

The 1973 fiscal year began
at midnight Friday. Without a
budget the state isn’t authorized
to spend any money.

Shapp has asked all state em-
ployes involved in flood relief
to remain on their jobs as well
as other state employes. The
governor also asked the state’s
vendors and suppliers to continue
deliveries and the bill will be
honored later.

Also still to be approved by the
Senate was about $350 million in
appropritions for universities,
hospitals and other state-aided in-
stitutions.

Senate approval was never in
doubt when the chamber con-
vened early Saturday morning,
as the three Democratic holdouts
of the earlier budget proposal
had agreed to some new cuts.
Democrats hold a 26-24 edge in
the Senate.

Republicans, however, offered

It took five hours for a final
vote. It almost went longer when
Republicans invoked a rule fore-
ing the entire 72-page budget to
be read aloud. They did so after
Democrats shut off debate.

The document was read alter-
nately by Lt. Gov. Ernest Kline
and Senate staff members for 15
minutes before Republicans with-
drew ther

There was & touch of irony in
the political maneuvering Satur-
day. Republicang offered amend-
ments to place a flood relief
measure into the budget while
Democrats fought them off. For
two days Republicans had sought
to sever the budget from the flood
relief issue and were, in the end,
successful. At the same time
Democrats had tried desperately
to keep the flood money tied in
with the budget as a lever.

The Republican reasoning this
time, as victory was hopeless,
was to have Democrats go on
record as voting against money
to help flood victims.

Sen. Elmer Hawbaker, R-
Franklin, bitterly attacked Dem-
ocrats for holding the flood
money in committee until a bud-
get is passed.

“They are using the flood
money to extort our votes,”
Hawbaker said. “It’s one of the
most despicable things I've wit-
nessed in the 12 years I’ve been
in the Senate.”

Sen. Benjamin Donolow, D-|

Philadelphia, chairman of the
Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee, said the flood money would
be voted on, but he skipped|
around questions pinning him
down on when.

Sen. Stanley Stroup, a Bedford
County Republican, claimed that
the budget will force the person-
al income tax to be hiked by
seven-tenths of 1 per cent in or-
der to balance the budget of
June 30, 1974, :

To get the votes of the three
dissident Democrats, leaders had
to separate the flood money from
the budget and change a formula

_—

for distributing aid to county
courts to give rural areas a
greater proportion.

10 amendments to cut the budget
even more, but each one was
beaten as the Democratic bloc
__voted each time.

ol Sf, 1
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_Emergency Aid Measure

‘|vietims of Hurricane Agnes.

$152 MILLION
N FLOOD AID

CLEARS HOUSE R
oy x¢ v § | ATESENDS

NORE HONEY
FOR CLEANCP

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
‘authorized spending of another
$200,000 Tuesday morning in the
clean-up program in Wyoming
Valley.

Amount now totals $400,000,
since the original allocation was
$2,000,000.

Peter Coleman, executive as-
sistant to Lt. Gov. Ernest Kline
who has been in Wyoming Val-
: ley since Saturday setting up the
“And hope is the most import- program, said: “The emergency
ant factor of all at this time. I've clean-up program is meeting with
seen the dazed look of people in tremendous success.”
my area who have been com- TUnder the program, persons,
pletely wiped out by this disas- mostly youth, are hired by State
ter. I've seen mothers ax_md little Emergency Employment Bureau
children standing deep in mud|aides, and are placed in jobs
and water while their homes|cleaning up various houses, busi-
were destroyed. I've seen both|pesses, schools, etc.
small and large industries dev-| Ag of Tuesday, 1,080 persons
astated beyond repair with little|were working in these commu-
{hope of ever coming back. |nities: Wilkes-Barre, Kingston,
“Hurricane Agnes is mow his-|Syoyersville, Luzerne, Edwards-
tory, but the disaster it wrought|yille, Pittston, West Pittston,
‘{will mark Pennsylvania forever.|puryea, Plains Township, Jen-
Throughout the state more than|yins Township, Hughestown, West
50,000 homes and 5,000 factories,| Wyoming, Exeter, Wyoming. On
stores, shops and service stations|Wednesday clean-up crews were
have been partially or totally|sent into Plymouth, Shickshinny
-|destroyed. Some $50,000,000 of and Forty Fort. An additional
d.m‘ge h‘l been lnﬂlcted on our 400 persons were hired for the'e
schools and colleges. And a total| communities Tuesday afternoon.

Given Senate; O'Brien
Calls It 'Drop In Bucket'

Harrisbhurg — The House has
passed and sent to the Senate a
special appropriation bill calling
for $152,000,000 in emergency
funds to help the flood-ravaged

“‘Obviously, this will only be
a drop in the bucket compared
to the bhillions of dollars lost in
this terrible tragedy, but it is a
/beginning that will at least give
our people a ray of hope in the
knowledge that we are trying to
do something for them,” declared
State Rep. Bernard O'Brien,
Democratic representative from
the state’s hardest hit area,
Wilkes-Barre. *

5 ——— o—

— .

-lof 126 bridges and hundreds of|
miles of highway have been ren-||
dered useless.”

O’Brien stated that while Fed-
‘leral aid probably will be forth-
‘|coming, the time to act is now
as far as the state is concerned

“because we’'ve got to help our-|l

Coleman said as of Tuesday
$120,000 of the first $200,000 had
been spent and through the ef-
forts of Lt. Gov. Kline and Sen.
Martin L. Murray, Gov. Milton
Shapp agreed to send another
$200,000 into the area Tuesday.

selves.”

Under the O’Brien bill, the
$152,000,000 would be appropri-
ated to the governor’s office to
spend in three stages, based on
studies of need and where the
money can bhest be used. The
first $50,000,000 would be ear-
marked for use between now and
September 30, the second $50,-
000,000 would be set aside for use
between October 1 and December
31, and the remaining $52,000,000
is designed for use after Janu-
ary 1, 1973. A




LEGISLATION
AIMED T0 AI
AREA BINESS

State Commerce Dept.
Seeks Amendments To
Finance Programs

In the wake of the flood which
caused an estimated $1.4-billion
loss to Pennsylvania business
alone, the State Department of
Commerce has moved to bring
two economic development fi-
nance programs to the business
and jobs recovery effort.

State Secretary of Commerce
Walter G. Arader has had legis-
lation introduced to amend the
state’s Revenue Bond and Mort-
gage Act to make it applicable
retroactively to disaster relief
projects already begun in the
flood recovery effort.

The amendment would permit
use of the program’s machingry
for financing ‘“‘any updertakmg
to rehabilitate, repair, recon-
struct, clean-up, replace, or
otherwise return to economic use
any land, site, structure, or fa-
eility, including machinery,
equipment and tools damaged or
lost due to disaster of flood and
fire or other casualty caused by
the floods of June, 1972 and
comprising or being part of an
industrial, commercial, manu-
facturing or research and de-
velopment project as defined in
this act.”

The Revenue Bond and Mort-

gage Program can provide for
up to $5-million in low interest
rate loans when these loans will
be used to replace or refurbish
buildings and equipment. A loan
under this program is sponsored
by the state government, but is
arranged between the local bank
or other lender,

The Revenue Bond and Mort-
,“a:e Program involves no state

ds.

Secretary Arader has estab-
lished a four man committee to
expedite loan applications from
flood-stricken businesses. John
S. Cole, executive director of
PIDA, is serving as chairman of
the committee, and may be
reached by telephone at (717)
787-6254.

“‘At this time, it might be easy
to lose sight of the value of our
continuing industrial develop-
ment programs as they could be
applied to solving the problems
presented by the devastation.
Specifically, the Pennsylvania
Industrial Development Author-
ity and the Revenue Bond and
Mortgage Program, which have
been so useful to us in develop-
ing Pennsylvania’'s industrial
base through the purchase of
land, buildings and equipment,
are even more valuable in this
time of crisis. Counsel to the

Secretary Arader has written Pennsylvania Industrial Devel-
the presidents of Pennsylvania opment Authority has opined|
banks to remind them of the that the Revenue Bond and
availability of financing under (Mortgage Law is available to
the two industrial development |assist industry in rehabilitation
programs, He wrote, in part:  'and equipment loans.”

JULY 6, 1972

,State Establishes 21

- Information Centers

—J‘ . |
T

'One-Stop' Offices Will‘

Provide Assistance To
Valley's Flood Victims

i

|
!tion and service centers,” each
providing assistance to flood vie-
tims, have heen established in
\various parts of the Wyoming
[Valley by agencies of the Com.
‘monwealth of Pennsylvania.
| These centers, opened Monday,
'will offer the following assist-
ance to flood victims: Bureau of
Employment Services, Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry —
emergency and normal unem-
ployment ~ compensation proces-
sing and arranging job place-
ment; Department of Commu-
nity Affairs — processing of ap-
plications for housing, arrange-
ment of appointments with Small
Business Administration officials,
and arrangements for temporary
housing; Department of Environ-
mental Resources — investiga-
tion of environmental health
problems, investigation and eval-
uation of landfill questions, eval-
uation of water pollution and
mine subsidence information.
Department of Health — supply
of needed health counseling and

Twenty-one “‘one-stop informa-

Larksville—Borough B i
Luzerne—Charles léuta;‘e
School, Charles St. \
Shavertown — Westmorelan(
School, 106 South Lehigh St,
ckshinny—Garrison School
W. Vine St.

West Pittston — Immaculate
Conception Church, Luzern:¢
Avenue, Pittston,

Dallas — Dallas Senior Higt

School. -
Kingston — Rutter Avenue
School. X
Hanover Township — H igh
School Building, St, Mary’s
Road. 7l
Mountaintop—Crestwood High
School, 281 §. Mountain Blvd.

‘Tunkhannock — BES Office,
Tioga Street.

Plymouth-West Nanticoke —
Central School, Shawnee Avenue,

Plymouth,
Hall #2,|

Wyoming — Fire

East Third Street.
Pringle — Vocational-Tech|

School. %

services, referral to other pub-
lic and volunteer agencies; De-|
partment of Justice — investiga-
tion and action regarding illegal
price increases, institution of e-
gal action against fraudulent!
business practices; Department
of Public Welfare — emergency
food stamp applications, emer-
gency check applications and
county hoard of assistance serv-|
ices. j
In addition, counselors for
various volunteer social service
agencies will be at the centers|
to provide help in completing
appiications, provide advice on
personal rights, provide child
care services at various loca-|
tions, give information regarding
care for the aging, provide per-
sonal counseling for human|
problems, and process applica-
tions for emergency clothing.

These Flood Information Sery-
ice Centers have bheen estah-
lished at the following locations.

Wilkes-Barre — Holy Savior
Church, 54 Hilliard St; WyomingH

Valley Mall, Route 115; Palmer
School, New Grove St.; Human
Service Center, 69 S. Hancock
St.; Guthrie School, N. Wash-
ington St.

Hazleton—75 N. Laurel St.

Nanticoke—John Fine High
Schaol.

Pittston—300 Kennedy Blvd.
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U. S. and State

Agree to Split

$1, 682 000 Bill

The feder government and
the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania have entered into a series
of agreements 'concerning the
management and maintenance of
temporary mobile home parks in
Wyoming Valley.

In a joint sta
agreements,
President Nixon
resentative 5
and William Wil

Governor’s ncil of State
Agencies for Flood Recovery,
said the ments demon-

strate, “what can be accom-
plished with all parti i

together to solve problems.” 1

Wilcox reported the total cost
of operations covered by the
agreements is $1,682,000 with the
federal government paying $860,-

1000 and the state, $822,000.

Carlucci said the two govern-

i mental bodies also have reached
“lagreement on construction of

public and commercial buildings
at the temporary housing sxtesl
but these agreements have not
yet been “‘costed ouf.”

This is a breakdown of respon- '
sibilities under the management

~5.and maintenance agreements '

ESTIMATED 0081'

ACTIVITY sumn FUNDING SOURCE 1st YEAR 2nd YEAR COST I
General upkeep, utility Federal § 400,000 $200,000 $ 600,000
maintenance inclus

R l”.m State 190,000 I!m 285,000

cfuse 8 g

Snow Removal Federal 120,000 30,000 150,000

Munun:’a‘:: of streets State 85,000 40,000 125,000
on

Access roads to sites State 250,000 % 250,000

Traffic signs on sites State - 32,000 32,000

Directional signs to sites State - 16,000 16,000

Btuet lighting on sites

. Installation Federal 110,000 110,000
l. Monthly service State 76,000 38,000 114,000

including tenance
TOTAL T $1,279,000 £403,000 $1,682,000

COST SUMMARY

Federal $ 620,000 sz:m.ou $ 860,000
649,000 822,000
TOTAL COST $1,279,000 mz.m $1,682,000

The agreements covering pub-
fic and commercial buildings as-
sign these responsibilities to the
State:

1. Acquire and retain title to
all auxiliary buildings.

2. Bear full costs for inflatable
“Bubbles.” These will be used|.
for recreation purposes. ;

3. Bear full cost for acquisition
and installation of all UGI
modular offices. These units will
be used for social services.

4. Bear full cost for the ac-
quisition and installation of allj]
Craftech structures to be used
for commercial buildings.

5. Bear fuli vost of utility
charge and maintenance
charges for Craftech structures
to be used to?mmercial build-
ings. : "

6. Retain revenues as a

result of leases for all Craftech
structures to be used for com-
mercial buil

Federal go‘ernment will be
responsible for these activities:

1. Bear full cost for the ac-
quisition and installation of
structures to be used for public
and community qmc'uom

2. Bear full cost of utility
charges and maintenance
charges for structures to be used
for public and community func-
tions.

Army Corps of Engineers will
provide these services:

1. Architectural and engineer-
ing work for site preparation for
the installation of auxiliary
buildings.

2. Installation of necessary
footings and foundations for aux-
iliary buildings.

3. Installation of auxiliary
buildings with -the exception of
structures to be installed by the
manufacturers.

|

o5,







Mine Cave
Insurance
Cut Approved

Bill Decreases
Premiums to $25
Over 2 Years

State Senate voted 47-1 in favor
of a major amendment to the
mine cave insurance program
which could drop insurance rates
from 55 to 65 cents a $100 of cov-
erage to 45 cents a $100 in the
next policy year and could drop
rates as low as 25 cents per $100
of coverage within two years.

Proposal, acted on on Monday
night, calls for State Department
of Environmental Resources to
fund the administrative expenses
of the insurance program instead
of taking the money out of pre-
miums paid by policyholders.

State Rep. Michael J. Need-
ham, Scranton Democrat and
chairman of House Mining Com-
mittee, sponsored the legislation
in that body.

Sen. Robert Mellow, chairman
of Senate Mining Committee,
said the measure, expected to be
signed by Gov. Milton Shapp,
means that persons paying $55
to $65 a year for cave insurance
on a $10,000 home can expect
their rates to drop to about $45.
After the plan has been in oper-
ation approximately two years,
Mellow said, actuaries believe
the premium on the same home
could be cut to $25 a year.

The legislative change is one
of the biggest in the insurance
program’s history.

Since the program was begun,|

administrative costs have totaled

$1,040,000 while the benefits have ‘

totaled only $372,000.

It is estimated that about 250,-
000 homes are eligible for the in-
surance in the anthracite area,
but the 1970 annual report listed

only 3,357 policies oumandini_

—-_ - —

OFFER MADE
OF LEGAL AID
10 VICTINS

The Penpsylyania Trial Law-
yers AssoC as offered the
:ervicu‘;‘fg of its member

lawyers, ot ¢ompensation,
to assist the recent flood vic-
tims in processing insurance
claims, filing claims for relief
or in handling any private con-
tractual arrangements with con-
tractors or home repair com-
panies.

David S. Shrager, president of
PaTLA, sent a telegram to Gov-
ernor Milton Shapp pledging
these services. The telegram
read:

“Dear Governor Shapp:

“You have properly taken and

. called for bold action on behalf

of the tens of thousands of our
citizens who have suffered dev-
astating personal loss as a re-
sult of the recent flood disaster.
Thousands have and will in the
days ahead be filing claims for
relief that may be available in
the nature of services, grants in
aid and/or loans. Many citizens
may be approached by those ac-
tive in the private sector in con-
tracting, home repair and like
type enterprises in circumstances
in which fair dealing and a full
understanding of legal rights and
liahilities may not be well under-
stood.

The Pennsylvania Trial Law-
yers Association has pledged it-
self to assisting the flood rav-
aged consumer in his hour of
stress and need to the maximum
of its resources. Accordingly, the
members of the trial bar are
prepared to assist your adminis-|
tration in any fashion. I am con-'
fident this determination is
shared by every segment of the
bar. Specifically, we are pre-
pared to call on skilled attorneys
in the areas where the need is
greatest and attorneys from
other areas in the state who will
come to any community to offer
representation and advice to any
flood victim, whether in connec-.
tion with the processing of any
claim or the handling of any pri-
vate contractual arrangement.
Of course these services will be
rendered without any charge
whatsoever, I await your direc-

mm advice.”
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New Activism Proposed
By Gov. Shapp as Key
To Appalachian Gains

| A “new activism” on behalf of
of the citizens of Appalachian
states was proposed Tuesday
night for the governors .of those
states and the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission by Pennsyl-
vania Gov. Milton J. Shapp.
Speaking at the commission con-
ference at Treadway Inn, Gov,
Shapp called upon the commis-
sion to become the “watchdog
for, and strong advocate of, in-
terests of the Appalachian states
in Washington.”

Gov. Shapp addressed the rep-
resentatives of 13 states who sat
at tables placed 12 a square for-
mation, against backdrop of
state flags and the American
flag.

In describing a number of
“pressing issues” on which the
commission and the Appalachian
governors must move strongly,
Gov. Shapp urged an assessment
begin immediately of the overall
impact of the various railroad
reorganization plans, as the hasis
for unified action by governors
in an appeal to Congress to in-
tervene before the railroad dis-
aster hits. Shapp said he is sup-.

group able
choices,” the approach being
taken by Sen. Hartke to have
the ICC spend a year studying
the situation and preparing a re-
organization report, while Con-
gress provides funds to keep the
railroads functioning.

Gov. Shapp also made the
point that the only source of
energy which this nation has in
abundance, to last for several
centuries, is coal, “Coal also
happens to be a plentiful re-
source of Appalachia,” he said.
“It was the reason for the ear-
lier economic development of
much of our region in the last
century, and controlled use of
this resource can bring economic
rejuvenation today.”

Shapp claimed this rejuvena-
tion will not be achieved “as
long as Washington is daminated
by the oil and gas inte e
He maintained rationing oil and
gas, and increasing imports of
|foreign oil, “will result only in
greater dependence on foreign
countries and in the export of
.| billions of dollars of American
|capital to other nations.”

Commission can confribute to
a real solution to the energy
shortage by devoting increased

development of the region’s
coal, he stated. He suggested the
commission fund projects to
develop or demonstrate new
technologies for mining and pro-
cessing Appalachian coal. It also

amounts of its resources to the|part

coal fields and joint ownership
by mining interests and those
who will use the land after min-
ing is completed.

He also held that passage b§
Congress of a strong mine recla-
mation law is in the interests of
the entire region, as it will en-
able the region to compete more
effectively with Western coal
and insure that the quality of
life is preserved.

Shapp told the commission he
was “‘most disturbed” by Presi-
dent Nixon’s announcement Mon-
day that strip-mining laws should
be relaxed and read a copy of
the letter he sent to the Presi-
dent in which he stated: “For
you to suggest the relaxation of
strip-mining laws when the bene-
fits are so great and the cost is
so low is inconsistent with the
needs of this nation to both mine
coal and to protect our environ-
ment.” He offered to meet with
the President or staff to present
the facts.

County Commissioner E. C.
Wideman introduced the gover-
nor and after recounting the ex-
tent of State help to flood vie-
tims, thanked the governor, on

to" help.

The governor arrived by heli-
copter from Harrisburg, stopping
al Lehighton to pay respects to
the late retired State Police
Commissioner Frank G. McCart-
ney, who died Friday. Shap
was scheduled to go to Philad
phia last night. )

Two Plains Township police-
men provided security at the
entrance to the rooms where the
meetings are being held. It was
anticipated a group from the
Lower Broadway, Nanticoke,
might be on hand to protest to
the governor about the total-
clearance project scheduled for
that area. A reporter was told
several were at the inn but
none were seen in the vicinity
of the conference.

' The executive director of the
Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion presented a wide array of
immediate and long-range pro-
posals before the commission

earlier Tuesday to insure the
ARC’s ‘‘survival, life and
growth.” .

Recommendations also were

made to the commission by rep-
resentatives of Economic Devel-
opment Councﬂ'théfhl:lczlrtheans;;m
Pennsylvania, the counter-
of ARC in developing the
erea’s economy

The 13-state commission is
holding two days of meetings at
Treadway Inn, Plains, Sessions,
which conclude Wednesday, are
being co-hosted by the Common-

“This committee would deter-
mine the industrial picture of
the region,” Teter said, “and
answer such questions as, ‘Why
does industry locate in Appa-
lachia?’ and ‘Why doesn’t in-
dustry locate in Appalachia?’

Teter said the committee
should look at the effectiveness

vocational education in the
gion, availability of industrial
sites, manpower and the value
of industrial promotion. He said
a survey should be made of all
other industrial development
studies conducted to develop a
source library.

In conjunction with the indus-
trial survey, a land-use study is
needed, Teter said.

Appalachian Regional Com-
mission is more than just a puh-
lic works project or an antie
poverty program, Teter said. Its
goal is to develop an area eco-
noirélically to provide jobs, he
said.

Regardless of proposed
changes in ARC, it is sound insti-
tution which provides dollars
that have a great multiplier ef.
fect on local areas, Teter said.

)ﬁlf | “n‘ -» m 7\‘ r q
suggested that Teter’s proposals
be taken up by the commission
executive committee,

John B. Hibbard, president of
EDCNP, officially welcomed the
commission to Northeastern
Pennsylvania and said he hoped
ARC and EDCNP would continue
to have a relationship in “bring-
ing benefits to the citizens of
Northeastern Pennsylvania.”

Howard Grossman, executive
director of EDCNP, told the
commission that housing remains
the crucial problem in this part
of the state, and solution of the
problem is the key to total flood
recovery.

Grossman urged the ARC to
encourage a more flexible hous-
ing program in the U. S. and to
support legislation providing
more subsidized and non-subsi-
dized housing.

Railroad abandonments could
bring ahout a disaster worse than
Tropical Storm Agnes, Gross-
man said, and be urged the ARC
to consider a rail study. A full-

(fledged program should be de-

veloped to “treat rails the same
as highways,” Grossman said.

The local EDCNP official said
the lessons of Agnes should be
passed on to others, and he
urged passage of legislation to
enable local development dis-
tricts to cope with future disas-
ters more rapidly than was pos-
sible in 1972.

Letters of regret were read

~ieht cunnort projects to insure

|wealth and EDCN

-
A aerane mib et

from Co sman Daniel J.
Flood and Joseph McDade and
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Dan Flood Awarded Marywood Medal

Congressman Daniel J. Flood
was a recipient of the Presi-
dential Medal of Marywood
College at an impressive din-
ner and reception held at the
college.

In the upper photo are Wyo-
ming Valley residents who at-
tended the dinner. Seated
from left, Joseph Corgan, Miss
Margaret Corgan, Kingston, a
member of Marywood’s board

of trustees and an alumna of

the college; Mary Barrett,
libarian at King's College, ani
‘Mrs. James Hannon; standin,

-

from left, LeRoy Supplee, 293

South Street, Wilkes-Barre;
Msgr. William Pakutka, for-
mer Marywood chaplain; Mrs.
Supplee and Miss Theodosia
Trotzski, N. Welles Avenue,
Kingston, also an alumna of
Marywood.

In the upper photo Sister
M. Coleman Nee, president of
Marywood, displays the cita-
tion which accompanied the
Marywood medal. Included
are, from left, Most Rev. J.
Carroll McCormick, bishop of
the diocese of Scranton; Cong.
Flood, Mrs. Flood and Sister
Coleman. The citation hailed

Flood as a “. . . uniquely
modern leader of men who
skillfully directed the re-
sources of government to the
alleviation of human suffer-
Mer. 2 e




























12 States Will
Have Aides
At Conference

Richard W. Krimm, assistant
administrator of the Federal In-
surance Program in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment at Washington, D. C.
will come to King’s College on
Saturday, April 28, to partici-
pate in a program designed to
analyze the adequacy of existing
and proposed disaster insurance.

The session, one of the fea-
tures of the Pennsylvania De-

RICHARD W. KRIMM

;:rmnent of Community Affairs
th Annual Conference, will be
introduced by Albert L. Hy
man, Jr., Department of Com-
munity Affairs executive deputy
secretary.

Mr. Krimm, whose speciality
is flood insurance, will offer
HUD’s views on “Disaster In-
surance —Is What We Have
Enough?” A former deputy in-
surance com mission of the
Pennsylvania Insurance Depart-
ment, he has been in charge of
the Federal Insurance Adminis-
tration’s Flood Insurance Pro-
grams to each other.

He will share the platform
with Dr. Herbert S. Denenberg,
ng‘ 'E urance Com-
missioner ~ Thomas,
state-wide coordinator for the!
Department of Community Af-
fairs’ Flood Insurance Program.

At the conference luncheon,
which will_be presided over by
James N. ’Wlde, Deputy Secre-
tary of the Department of Com-
munity Affairs, Congressman
Daniel J. Flood will discuss his
proposed ‘‘National Catastrophic
Disaster Insurance Act of 1973.”

In view of the nationwide im-
Portance of the proposec} lggis-
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(Photo by Ace Hoffman Studio)

SUPPORT FROM FLOOD — Congressman Daniel J. Flood voiced his support Thursday
afternoon of the proposed $14 million Wilkes-Barre, Scranton Wholesale Food Distribution Cen-
ter planned for Dupont and Pittston Township.

Officers of the firm met with the congressman at his office to discuss available federal
funds for the non-profit organization.

Basically the firm will provide one-stop shopping for retailers from assembled independ-
;nt d:dl:(faflesalers or a central regional facility that warehouses and distributes the chain stores”
oodstuffs.

Standing around the congressman from the left are: Sal Cognetti, president; Austin Burke,
zecutary. Harry Rothstein, vice president, and Dick Bridle, treasurer and ﬁnanmal adviser.

























Shapp to Start
Merit System in

Naming

Harrisburg ® — Gov. Shapp
said he would start a merit
selection system for state judges,
but warned they would still face

artisan elections under the cur-
rent constitution.

Shapp presented his views in
a letter to Chief Justice Ben-
jamin R. Jones of the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court. He will
meet with Jones on the subject
Feb. 23.

- Under a merit system, a blue
- ribbon panel would suggest judi-
cial candidates to the governor,
who would then make the selec-
tions.

“I fully intend to implement
a merit selection system follow-
ing our discussion for all future
appointments to the bench,”
Shapp told Jones.

. Shapp offered this explanation
of how politics would remain
with judges no matter how they
were selected:
. “In the first place, confirma-
tion by two-thirds of the State
Senate is absolutely essential,
except in sine die final adjourn-
ment situations. Secondly, the
ﬁ’ewly appointed judge will have
run in a partisan election

shortly after his appointment.

Judges

In every case, this will invari-

- ably necessitate that the indi-

vidual judge seek support of the
political parities.”

The Governor also said a
merit selection would not always
assure the Commonwealth of
getting top judges.

“, .. Many of the best lawyers
who express the greatest con-
cern for qualified judges wouldn’t
go on the bench under any cir-
cumstances because they are
making too much money as

lawyers.” Shapp said.



New Congressman Sends Out
State Gubernatorial Feelers

John Heinz,

of Monroe and

an Heinz's swing man

| 'Congressm :
through the northern ‘tier was
interpreted by veteran political
observers to “test current pub-
lic sentiment of the political
climate of Pennsylvania.”

The [Pittsbungh cong'ressmam
did not discuss ﬁor the

Congressman left, a reported favorite for
the Republican gubernatorial nomination, is shown meeting
with Sen. T. Newell Wood, on his first appearance in the
northeastern counties.

Senator Wood’s 20th Senatorial District represents coun-
ties of Wyoming, Susquehanna, Wayne and Pike, and parts

Luzerne, Bradf

ord counties.

'Heinz would be the GOP
candidate for governor, Senator
Wood said they had not gone
into the political situation and
nothing had been said about the
governorship.
Co’Heinz waslwtﬂirsg. elected to
ngress in , filling an un-
axpired term. He won a full
term last November

The congressman addressed
Republicans of Wayne County
and was scheduled to give an-

.

they|other talk before GOP workers

in Bucks County.
It is believed Ci
Heinz will visit other
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Congressman Flood Claims U.S. Faces
Three-Pronged Assault on Canal Zone

In a major address in the House of Representatives
last week, Congressman Daniel J. Flood of Pennsyl-
vania, one of the country’s leading authorities on in-
teroceanic canal problems, warned the nation that
crisis of explosive propor-4

tions may occur on the
Isthmus during March 15-
21 when the UN Security Coun-
cil holds its sessions in Panama.
Asserting that as ‘“‘constitu-
tionally acquired domain of the
United States” and “part of its
coast line,” the Panama Canal
is “just as important in the de-
fense of the Western Hemi-
sphere as is that of the Chesa-
peake and San Francisco Bays”
and that Panama has engaged in
a “world wide campaign of hate
against the United States” with
“growing reliance on communist
sers” in the Panamanian
Government,
In response to official Pana-

manian demands for surrender-
ing U.S. sovereignty .over the
Canal Zone to Panama, Con-
gressman Flood explained that
Panamanians look upon the Ca-
nal as their “lunch counter” and
that many of them, because
they realize the weakness of
their own country, oppose U.S.
surrender of the Zone.

Key Target

Describing the Panama Canal
as the key target for U.S.S.R.
conquest of the Caribbean, he
explained that the “real issue

there is not United States sov-

ereignty over the Canal Zone

versus Panamanian, but undi-
luted United States control of
the Zone versus U.S.S.R. dom-
ination of the Panama Canal and
the Caribbean region with the
ganal Zone serving as a Soviet
ase.”

Congressman Flood asserted
that the time for “diplomatic
dalliance and weakness” is over
and called. for our Government
to prepare to meet a “potential
three-pronged and outrageous
assault on the Canal Zone” by
the State Department, the
United Nations and Panamanian
mobs and the Junta’s national
guard.

To meet the potential chal-
lenge, he outlined a plan of ac-
;ion by our Government calling
or—

1. Investigation by cogni-
| zant committees of the Can-

gress of the failure of our re-
sponsible officials to prevent

the planned March 15-21 ses-

sions of the UN Security
Council on the Isthmus.

2. Adoption by the House of
Representatives of the pend-
ing “Canal Zone Sovereignty
and Jurisdiction” resolution
(H. Res. 201, First Session,
93rd Congress).

3. Passage by the Senate of
resolutions denouncing the
pending UN intervention in
the domestic jurisdiction of
the United States.

4. Preparation bv Cana |l
Zone civil and military au-
thorities to protect the lives
of our citizens in the Canal
Zone and the Canal itself.

5. Reactivation of the U.S.
Naval Special Service Squad-
ron with its home port in
Balboa, Canal Zone.

|
|
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By GEORGE CLARK

HARRISBURG — The man who directed the
Shapp adminitration’s efforts in the flood recovery
program in the Wyoming Valley today is at the
crossroads in his political career.

Had the State Consti-
tution not been changed
in one section four years
ago, Lt. Gov. Ernest P. Kline
would be the strong front-
runner now for the Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nomina-
tion.

But his boss, Gov. Milton
J. Shapp, under the consii-
tutional provision, will be the
first governor allowed to suc-
ceed himself.

As of now, all indications
are that Shapp will ask the
voters to return him to a sec-
ond four-year term to con-
tinue his “people’s advocate”
administration.

If so, it may leave Kline,
one of the most popular ‘“reg-
ular” Democrats in the state,
as ‘“always a bridesmaid,
never a bride.”

* L *

HOWEVER, the Beaver
County Democrat has a cou-
ple of options open to him,
as the 1974 statewide elec-
tion campaign moves from the
bud to blossom stage.

Kline can:

—Oppose Shapp in the
Democratic primary for the
top gubernatorial nomination.

—Seek the party’s nomi-
nation for U.S. Senate in a
bid to oust Sen. Richard S.
Schweiker, Montgomery
County Republican, in his re-
quest for a new term in
Washington.

—Agree to keep the Shapp-
Kline team intact and run
again for lieutenant governor.

For openers into Kline
may be thinking, he is unlike

his predecessor, Raymond J.
Broderick, in the lieutenant
governor’s office.

. Broderick, now a Federal
]uc{ﬁe in Philadelphia, broke
wi Republican Gov. Ray-
mond P. Shafer about mid-
term over Shafer’s push for
a personal income tax and de-
clared his candidacy for gov-
ernor.

Kline does not give the im-
pression he has ever thought
about cutting up Shapp. In-
deed, he has been one of the
governor’s most ardent sup-
porters.

But his friends privately
say Kline doesn’t relish the
thought of being second man
for another four years in a
job that carries out the shots
called in the huddle by the
top man. %

SO, HE IS being pressured
into giving some consideration
to making a run for the U.S.
Senate, which ideally would
suit Kline.

He has good legislative ex-
perience, not only as the
president of the Senate, his
main responsibility as lieu-
tenant governor, but also as
a senator and the Democratic
floor leader.

But it will be a major un-
dertaking——plus loads of mon-
ey—to beat Schweiker, who
acts in Washington often
more as a liberal Democrat
than a moderate, or certainly,
conservative Republican.

Schweiker vlrtuallér %l the
darling of all political and

economic elements in the
state, watching closely not to
step on many toes.

“What Ernie will decide to
do will depend on what Milt
will do,” said one top polit-
ical strategist in the admin-
istration the other day, when
asked what may be in store
for 1974. 4

If Shapp has any doubt
about running for a second
term, he likely would tip off
Kline first about his decision
in order that he quickly could
start developing his own cam-
paign. ]

_But the governor has not
hinted anything like that and
as long as he implli(eis he is

to run again, Kline will
continue to stare at those po-
litical crossroadsJ.,
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HARRISBURG—No question about it—the star attraction in Governor Shapp’s
near $4-billion budget for the coming fiscal year is the hallelujah declaration of

no new or increased taxes!

With this thought in mind, John Q. Taxpayer wipes the sweat of anticfpation

from his brow and all is
sweetness and light on the

Ifiscal banks in beautiful,
downtown Harrisburg.

Or is it?

For lurking behind this facade
of “no new taxes” is a proposed
spending increase over last year
iof around $120-million.

“Oh”, the administration fiscal
experts may reply, “that is
largely mandated spending, so
it can’t be touched!”

Quoth His Excellency in pre-
senting to the Legislature his
proposed $3.8 billion spendin%
document for upcoming fisca
1973-74:

“The State is locked into
many expenditures which have
been enacted into law — and
expenditures which rise dra-
matically with each passing
year.”

The point lost sight of is that
if something is mandated then
it can be un-mandated.

A look at this financial scared

cow of “mandated spending”
may be in order.
Normally it amounts to a

Legislature in one year passing
a spending bill that will be
financed out of state income in
the next or even future years.

In short, it puts the lock of
the law on certain amounts of
future income.

What is frequently over-
looked, however, is that the

urking Behind Shapp's 'No New Tax'
Is $120-Million Spending Increase

By MASON DENISON, Editor
Pennsylvania News Service

;“key this very same lock

irests in the hands of the Legis-
lature in existence when the
moment of mandated spending
|arrives.

| In other words, what a pre-
'vious Legislature has done can
|be “undone” by the Legislature
‘of the moment, as it were, pro-
viding the undoing is not un-
‘constitutional.

Another type of mandate has

lcropped into existence over re-
‘cent years which can be de-
{scribed as a ‘‘gubernatorial
mandate.”
| This usually takes the form of
‘executive orders; that is, de-
{crees from a Governor.
- Executive orders do not have
‘the strength of law and, tech-
nically, can go out of exis-
tence once a new governor takes
over —unless, for some reason
gr t'ge otherl. the new Govel:nor
ecides to let a program keep
rolling that was initiated by his
predecessor.

The point here is that the
current Legislature should take
a long, hard look at any pro-
posed spending in the new bud-

»

get that has as its basis an
executive order. If any fat is
e fiscal

spotted, then on with
knife!

e

Although it has been said be-
fore, a g ing is worth re-
peating: “The Governor pro-

poses but the Legislature dis-
poses.”

Final say on any budget rests
with the Legislature providing a
Governor does not veto (either
in whole or in part) a budget
that has passed the House and
Senate. ;

Even then, a Legislature can
over-ride a veto. |
It would therefore seem

economicall

carefully screen Mr.
:gending blueprint and
e

“mandatory” for

the incumbent

Shapp’s

knife to any bulges
perhaps the first slicing directed
at mandates of the executive
order ilk and thence to the more
difficult (but yet Ie, ate)
target of spending mandated by
previous Legislatures.

It is not too late for Gover-
nor Shapp to suggest to the
Legislature that it consider re-
pealing some of these man-
dates. (All a Governor can do
is suggest or recommend.)

But the Legislature would do
well to grasg the initiative on
its own on these annual spend-
ing splurges which steadily ap-
proach the $4-billion mark.

Actually, the fiscal hot potato
now rests in the hands of the
Legislature—and the fact of “no
new taxes” doesn’t sprinkle too

legislators to _

o

much cold water on the plant.










Senate ,Approves No-fault Bill
Which Would Cut Premium Rates

‘ Harrisburg (A)>—A no-fault car insurance bill that would cut bedily injury

premiums 15 percent has been approved by the Senate in the first key no-fault vote

this session.

The measure, which would mean about a $10 cut in average premiums, has

peen called “acceptable” by the Shapp administration, although it prefers a broader
bill still stuck in committee

Sen, Freeman Hankins’ no-fault

Legislative Roundup e

Harrisburg (P»—Major bills passed or introduced by the administration.
Monday in the state legislature: Amendments to the Ammer-
HOUSE 3 ; man bill, which makes insuranca

Ko L compulsory, were expected Tues-

Passed: H. B. 197 tt H. B. 608 forbidding closure of 5 ! ‘
localsgovemments to s‘é:r::;l c::]g. nursing homes without notice Of’gﬁg w;:lh ‘avef:lr:lae;sg:nate vote pos-
servation commissions. ¥ 2

at least 60 days to all patients,
H. B. 180 allowing the Depart-

- The Senate approved the bill,
offered by Sen. Joseph Ammer-
man, D-Clearfield, on a voice
vote Monday, by inserting it into

except where the Welfare De- Action Postponed
ment of Property and Supplies

to make purchases of up to
$1,500 without competitive bid-
ding. |

Introduced: H. B. 508 outlaw-
ing dissemination of “explicit
sexual material” to minors.

H. B. 599 requiring big game
hunters in Pennsylvania to wear
fluorescent orange clothing.

H. B. 690 creating a temporary
commission of 12 judges to pass
on minimum qualifications for
the judiciary.

for their health

SENATE

Passed: None.

Introduced: S. B. 481 allowing
horse racing on Sundays.

S. B. 488 authorizing installa-
tion of mass transit facilities
within medial strip of limited
access highways. e

S. B. 508 requiring a public
list of each state employe includ-
ing name, address and salary.

2 Solons Seek to Nix
Equal Rights Approval

Harrisburg (Z)—Two lawmakers want the state to
rescind its vote for the floundering Equal liights ,{\mend—

ment. -

Reps. Richard J. Franken-
burg, R-Allegheny, and Amos K.
Hutchinson, D-Westmoreland, in-
troduced a resolution Monday,
asking for the House and Senate
to withdraw Pennsylvania’s vote
for the change in the U. S. Con-
stitution. : |

Frankenburg said the amend-
ment is “a wolf in sheep’s cloth-‘
ing” that will eliminate women’s’
rights and give them nothing in

turn.

The proposed article reads:
“Equality of rights under the
law shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or
by any state on account of sex.”

29 Give Approval

| The amendment has won 1?
proval from 29 state leglslat}x. s,
including Pennsylvania. Ratifica-
tion by'at least 38 states—three-
quarters of the union—is neces-
sary for the article to become
law.

“Although the ERA was passed
by our legislature last session,
1 don’t feel we had bheen proper-
ly briefed on the amendment’s
implications and we definitely
did not understand the unwanted
cida effects.of the bill,” Frank-

partment finds removal of pa- The House has postponed in-
tients necessary
or safety.

definitely action on its no-fault
bill, awaiting a study on wheth-
it will reduce premiums.

Several senators unsuccessfully
asked for a similar cost study
of Ammerman’s bill, contending
no one knows now whether it will
actually reduce rates. Hankins
said he believed rates cannot he
reduced, under the bill, despite
the mandatory 15 percent slash.

In: the House, meanwhile, two
lawmakers Monday introduced a
resolution to rescind Pennsy!-
vania’s approval of the equal
rights amendment aimed at end-
ing sex discrimination. One leg-
islator said the amendment is a
“wolf in sheep’s clothing” that
will eliminate women’s rights
ﬁag_dn give them nothing in re-

The House also voted 1791 to
allow I ve bxdding on
state pu%iﬁs of paper, fuel
and supplies up to $1,500.

The Ammerman no-fault bill,
which would be effective Jan. 1,
1974, would provide an auto acci-
dent victim up to $10,000 medi-
cal and lost wage benefits re-
gardless who caused the acci-
dent. The motorist’s own insur-
ance company would have to pav
the benefits within 30 days or par
a penalty,

The bill does not require auto-
matic no-fault-type payments for
|damage to the car, but makes it
'optional. Property damage would
be covered as under the present
system.

Lawsuits Prohibited

Lawsuits to recover pain and
suffering damages, such as
menfal anguish, would be pro-
hibited unless the accident vie-
tim’s medical expenses ex-
ceeded $1,000 or the accident re-
sulted in loss of a major body
function, sever disfigurement or
death, . x

Hankins said he planned to
offer an amendment Tuesday
that would reduce the amount
of medical hills needed to sue to
8500, to make it easier to go to
court to recover for intangible
losses.

Liability insurance to cover
'vou in case of lawsuits would
be compulsory in amounts _of
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Flood Grant Petitions
Exceed Allotted Funds:

With 43,500 applications filed
for flood relief grants being
made available through a $40,-
000,000 state appropriation, a re-
duction in the maximum $3,000
for individual grants may he
necessitated, according to James
Guest, director of Flood Grant
Relief Office, Harrisburg.

When contacted Tuesday,
Guest explained at present his
office has no figures to estimate
the total amount for the appli-
cations filed, as thousands of
late-filed apphcatlons had to be
returned for additional informa-
tion, clarification and/or cor-
rectiong for processing.

Guest, using hypothetical fig-
ures, said that if' 25,000 applica-
tions were filed for grant money,
then an average claim of $1,600

Proportionately, with 43,500
actual applications filed, the
average claim using the same
$40,000,000 for distribution is
reduced fo approximately $920.
With such the case, an estimated
additional $13.7 million in funds
would be necessitated to main-
tain the “hypothetical” $1,600
average claim.

Asked about the possibility of
additional money to offset the
large number of applications
whereby the maximum of $3,000
for grants could be maintained,
Guest said that he had no infor-
mation about measures being
taken to secure additional money.

Viewing the large number of
applicants and the $40,000,000 to
work with, Guest stated the $3.-
000 maximum may have to be
reduced. He added that cur-
rently there are no information

would use up the available $40,-

3y

on how much of a decrease would

be necessary, but he noted the
average claim will become such
that payments will require pro-
rating.

Guest further said that few of
the 43,500 applications will be
eliminated due to ineligibility.
While 85 percent of the grant ap-
plicants have filed SBA esti-
mates of losses which requires
no supporting evidence, verifica-
tion is more difficult and time
consuming for the 15 percent not
accepting the SBA estimate of
loss, he stated.

The director also, reported it
will be “some time” before the
total amount for grants to ap-
plicants in Luzerne County would
be available. He said he did not
feel figures for individuals or
Wilkes-Barre and other flood-
affected municipalities will be
available.

Cut May Be Up to 25%

According to figures from the
Department of Community Af-
fairs, Wilkes-Barre office, 77,994
application - forms for grants
were distributed as of Sept. 10,
in areas of Wilkes-Barre, Kings-
ton, Nanticoke, Wyoming, Lock
Haven, Harrisburg, Pittsburgh,
Phﬂadelplua at the central
processing center and through
circuit riders, the local DCA of-
fice reported.

DCA Secretary William Wil-
cox’s office at Harrisburg Tues-
day reported that DCA, aware
of the probability that approved
applications will surpass the
$40,000,000 avaxlable, has noti-
fied the governor’s office and
the blﬁ]g:t secretary of the pos-
sible mma and the need for
more money, possibly between
$10 million and $15 million. ;













‘Shapp Proposes $2-Million for Student Loans

|

SUNDAY INDEPENDENT, WILKES-BARRE, PA., SEPTEMBER 30, 1973 *

HARRISBURG - [lPD—Gov. Milton J. Shapp
said yesterday he would ask the legislature for a
$2-million revolving fund to help college students
from middle income families get school loans.

“Students used to be able to depend on the federal gov-
ernment to back them up in seekmr low interest bank loans,”
Shapp said, “but the Nixon Administration put a crimp in
that program last March.”

Shapp said the money would be directed to the Penn-
sylvania Higher Education Assistance A gency (PHEAA) which
atllx;gadst's operates a loan and scholarship program for stte
studen .

“The new federal rules in effect since March have
burdened our students,” Shapgl said. “It is now impossible
for most students to get the full amount they want to bor-
row.”

Shapp said he would propose that the’ legislature allow
PHEAA to set up a elearing house for student loan paper-
work and relieve the banks of that task.

He also will ask for a $350,000 annual appropriation to
cover the salaries and expenses for operation of the clear-
inghouse. . .

The $2 million revolving fund, according to Shapp, would
allow PHEAA to “cover the monthly pduse between payment

tg hhe tbamks and actual receipt of money from the borowing
students.”

Finally, he will ask the legislature for a change in rules that
would allow state banks to include the $475 million currently
on loan to students in their *“credit due” columns.

Currently, the banks cannot count that money as “credit

due.” Shapp said the change would increase the statue of the
banks when they go to the Federal Reserve Bank to borrow
money.
“If the legislature concurs, and we make these low4
interest student loans inviting and interesting to local banks,
our middle-income students should encounter fewer hassles
in borrowing tor school expenses,” Shapp said.

|

|
{



$19,463,835 Spent on

State Roads in County

E(Capitol Special) (the county, sueh‘ as general ad-
| Harrisburg — A total of 319'.,n3mistraﬁon, capital outlay, plan-
463,335 was spent on highway Ning and research, plus State
'programs in Luzerne County dur- Highway and Bridge Authority
\ing the last fiscal year, accord- rentals gobbled another $1,784,-
ing to the Pennsylvania Depart-{174 (versus §1,534,643 a year ear-
ment of Transportation (Penn- lier).
DOT)—up from $18,031,613 the, Payments of liqgéd fuels tax
vear before. . funds direct to political subdivi-
Largest single category of sions accounted for $1.854, 114
highway spending in the county

($1,759,997 in 1971-72) while pay- $1,887,023 in 1971-72.

ments of liquid fuels tax mones
/direct to the county for redis-
ttribution to political subdivisions
ramounted to $915.649 during the
year ($844,319 the previous year).
' Miscellaneous expenditures for
the county for related highway
functions — State Police, De-
partment of Education, ete. —
‘totaled $2,278,775 according to
‘PennDOT records — up from

covered highway main ce &
'costs — $7,536,944 (384,153, the
'preceding year) — which includ-
ed such activity as general main-

ROOF -

traffic line and sign painting,
‘and the maintenance and opera-
tion of equipment, machinery

zerne County highw:.
an expenditure of $5,
'ing the year ($7,851,907 during
1971-72) including right-of-way i
‘acquisition, engineering, utility
irelocation, - and  construction'’:

WYOMING

-

highway programs for "

R

gallon
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i
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PAINT CO

259 Wyoming Ave., Kingston—Parking on Premises

PHONE 283-9377 — OPEN 7:30 A. I-'Dﬁ“.

Sanford Cohen, Prop.
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By DAVID VIDAL

Hector Vasquez liked to stay
after school to do exercise and
play basketball and shoot pool
in the gymnasium of Iater-
mediate School 139 in the South
Bronx. But that was last year.
This year, in a money-saving
measure dictated by the [iscal

This is the third in a series
on the status of New York
City’s public schools.

crisis in the school system, the
doors have been shut on after-
school programs.

“Now we have nothing to
do,” said the raven-haired
eighth-grader, wbo seemed big
for 15.

“We go outside, hang around.
Mag:e play handball in the
park. And we go hunting for
girls,” he said. j

Like many of the 1.1 million
other pupils in the New York
City school system, Hector
Vasquez does not look upon
LS. 139 merely as a center of
academic instruction. Rather,
schools to him are what

-~ ~vaavintand.

“Everything that made the
school the center of the com-
munity is being cut to ribbons,”
said Allen Cappalazzi, a mem-
ber of the District 10 school
board in the Bronx.

Outside the school that Hec-
tor Vasquez attends in the
Bronx, there are visible signs
of the changes wrought in the
last(:} year, o o e

roups oungsters sit idly
on the stairs’,’ amgle toward a
playground — where a fight
has broken out — or slowly
make their way home.

Classes Out Early

It is Wednesday, when
school is let out just after
lunch, to meet the new re-
quirement for two shortened
school periods a week. Here,
the requirement is fulfilled on
a single day.

The 1.S. 139 building, at the
corner of East 141st Street and
Brook Avenue, rises like a mon-
ument to survival in an ashen
area of empty, burned-out ten-
ements along a block known
as “Gasoline Alley” because of
“ha haowv incidence of fires.

it was built in the late 50’s.
At a time when youth
gang warfare between Italians,
Puerto Ricans and blacks char-
acterized relations between
those groups,.the school, but
more particularly the Robert F.
Wagner Youth and Adult Cen-
ter it maintained, was the only
“neutral” und in the bat-
tle of ¢ A -
With a membership of more
than 1,500 schoolchildren using
the 2351 First Ave site on an
average night, the after-school
and community service certer
offered weightlifting, boxing,
basketball, volleyball, arts and
crafts and swimming in an
Olympic-sized pool that was
the only one of its kind in the
area.
Christmas and Easter were
the only days of the year that
the center was closed. For the
last school year, every day has
been like Christmas and Easter.

Waste Is Assailed

“To close dowrn a school with
facilities like this is probably
one of the greatest wastes that

I can think of,” said Howie

Almnbne A tha

£
three kids in my class who just.
don’t belong there. They’ve got
problems we can’t help them
with,” he said. :

At the 1.S. 139 attended by
Hector Vasquez, the principal,
John Quinn, said, “We've al-
ways felt like a family here.”

“But there is no ying
there has been some problem
in maintaining our sense of
family this year,” he added, re-
ferring to some of the problems
produced by even the small
number of staff changes_:?xere.

Health Fair Held

On Thursday, May
communitywide health
project was held at the school.
Blood pressure, hearing, vision
and dental screening s were
given at no charge to students
and area residents, with the fi-
nancing supplied by a pilot
state project. ' 4

In an earlier impact of the
fiscal crisis, the neighborhood
Segundo Ruiz Belvis Health
Care Center was being pro-
posed for shutdown, and for a
while at least, the school was
taking up the slack.

En

During the health fair in tha

Public School 112 is in an
area of two-family and three-
family houses in the Dyken
Heights section of Brooklyn.
The neighborhood has been tra-
ditionally Italian and on a re-
cent Ascension Day most chairs
in the freshly painted class-
rooms were empty as children
bserved the religious occasion
at home with their families.

However, Mary Ellen Purifi-
cato, the new head of the Par-
ents’ Association, was there.
And to her, one aspect of the

/[school year was clear.

“I can’t even begin to tell
you how parents have cooper-
ated this ﬁear," she said. “This
has probably been the best year
In parent cooperation.”

The principal, Carl Geraci,
said that six reading kits worth
$100 each had been purchased
with funds raised by the par-
ents through events such as
the recent observance of Ital-
iart Cultural Week. Potholders,
homemade jewelry and woven
goods went on sale to raise
money for the purchase of
books or for upgrading extra-
curricular programs.

T 4imne Af  advarcite it

was the focus of eventually
successful efforts by activist
parents ard teachers to decen-

tralize the school system in
1969. -
The rows of brownstonz

houses on McDonough Strest
and Lewis Avenue seem cheer-
ful. But according to Mrs. Wil-
liams, who is a former student
in the predominatly black
school, some of the parents
who live in them “are so over-
whelmed with their economic
frustrations that they have laid
down their arms and turned to
us.”

Frustration Encountered

In that turn toward the
school, many parents this
school year, accustomed to the
school’s availability as an eco-
nomic resource, have met frus-
tration.

“The city in effect is cutting
down on the traditional way of
training minorities to enter the
job market,” said Mr. Alvardo
in discussing the elimination
of hundreds of paraprofession-
al positions in ‘the schooi
Friedman, the principal of P.S.

Avvnb A

ming Frills From School BudgetIs Seen by Some as C
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in the predominatly black
school, some of the parents
who live in them “are so over-
whelmed with their economic
frustrations that they have laid
down their arms and turned to
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Frustration Encountered

In that turn toward the
school, many parents this
school year, accustomed to the
school’s availability as an eco-
nomic resource, have met frus-
tration.

“The city in effect is cutting
down on the traditional way of
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Friedman, the principal of P.S.

b A

“We used to have a bilingual
liaison, but she was cut,” he
said, adding this meant that
problems “are not solved as
smoothly as before.”

The dentists’ room on the
first floor was empty, too. In
many areas of the city, the
oanr dental attention given poor
children comes from such
rooms in schools now available
for use only once or twice a
week.

Librarian Dismissed

In Room 200, a group of
children leaf through books
that they read once a week
when the teacher has time to
squeeze in a library lesson. The
librarian was dismissed, so a
volunteer was helping to keep
the books in order.

“We were very upset,” said
Mr. Pacheco, remarking on the
impact of cuts on his school.

“Some places just threw up
their hands and gave up, but

On a breezy Thursday in the
Coney Island section of Brook-
lyn, Bernard Fishenfeld, the
principal of Mark Twain Junior
High School, watched as nearly
all the 553 seventh-graders =&
his school for gifted children
filed neatly into buses takin
them home. s

There are tennis courts in
the park alongside the school
on Neptune Avenue. The stu-
dents get tennis lessons there
with the help of a professional,
and since the school opened as
one for the gifted only in Sep-

dispute over integration), little
?fl the impact of the cuts was
elt. 3
“There is mo question bu
that we have been insula
from many of the problems of
other schools,” said Mr. Fishen-
feld, feeling that his school wa:
lucky. » if
“But no one knows what the

here we just decided to adapt,”
he added.

budget is going to be next

year,” he added. :

—.

tember (after a long and bitter"
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Many Area Collegians Being Nofified

Hundreds of area students have
received notification from the
Pennsylvania Higker Education
Assistance Agency, Harrisburg
that they do not qualify for a
State Higher Education grant
for the 1973-1974 academic year
to attend institutions of higher
learning, despite the fact they
were assisted last year.

This action, taken after what
the agency describes as a care-
{ful evaluation of applications for
a state grant, formerly ‘called
|state scholarship, is in contras
to the flood scholarship grant o
$1,200 and other assistance for
each student from the Gover
nor’s Special Flood fund created
by the General Assembly to aid
flood victims in the 1972-73 aca-
demic year.

whom claim have been
urned down on aid the
3-1974 academic year by the

3 PHEAA Executive Director
th R. Reeher has also

coming year.

Reeher explained the reason
for the cutback as ‘‘simply a
[lack of fun i ¢
| “The Governor’s Special Flood
_|fund” apparently is without the
necessary money,” he said.

He also said losses incurred
by families in the flood were not
taken into consideration in eval-
nating the need for PHEAA as-
sistance for the coming semes-

ter.

Adding to the blow for most
families, is a cutback in federal
funds for colleges in the area.

the aid formerly provided by the

failure to receive their award no-
tice, He said it will take that
time to get all the notices in the
mail and allow for delivery.
The grand total of grants for
1973-75 is expected to be about
the same as last year, 100,000 to
be valued at $65.4 million. Reeher
said, ‘“this' means the program
has become of age from the

standpoint of numbers, but we

continue to struggle to make cer-
tain the program is reaching
and benefitting a cross-section
of students who need financial
help to attend the postsecondary
school or college of their choice.”

Reeher pointed out the' new
federal Basic Education Oppor-
tunity Grant program launched
earlier this month by the U. S.

Office of Education will help the

It had been hoped that some of
state but not granted this year

State Educational Aid Not Continued

plight of students from low in-!
come families who are entering
college, trade, business and nurs-
ing schools for the first time.
““This new program could mean
as much as $6 million in new
student aid monies for these
students,” Reeher said, ‘“and has
helped us to be more: attentive
to the needs of middle income'
families and veterans,
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‘il‘*a cut in federal
funds for colleges in the area.
It had been hoped that some of
the aid formerly provided by the
state but not granted this year
lv:otﬂd be picked up by the col-

ges

A number of parents told the
PHEAA officials that their flood
losses last year were larger than
their annual income and re-
minded the losses could not be
recuperated in a short time.

It also was reported the short-
age of funds is responsible for
.\the PHEAA ruling of granting
one third of the amount of funds
-|to which the student is entiﬁed
under the evaluation

Most parents have
come up with $1,800 they had
not ted for the higher
education because of the report-
ed lack of funds by the PHEAA.

Some families reported added
income for 1972 as they attempt-
ed to gain more money to pay
for losses and other unexpected
expenses as a result of the flood,
and they claim they are being
gce:oalized the lack of

larship

The PHEAA has a set parental
income ceiing of $14,999 for eli-
gibility. cemm allow-
ances.’

PHEAA  the certtin
allowance in the of reduc-
tions the parental income have
been made for brothers and sis-
ters enrolled in most secondary
schools and colleges, working
grothe;. special education costs

 a handicapped child, excep-
tional medical and the
number of de ent children in
the family. No mention is made
of merit or achievements in
considering the eligibility.

PHEAA emphasized no allow-
ance has been considered flood
losses in the 1973-1974 evaluation
of the applications.

Three years ago there was
cmuidauhh pressure in

the academic year.

Reeher said that about 65,000
notices are being mailed this
week and additional noﬁee s will
be mailed on a daily basis until
all a tions have been pro-
cessed. urged the appli-
cants not to contact the agency
over the next two weeks about

E-x /
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