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‡f工told you l was not e皿O亡ional工WOuld be lying in吋teeth. As工

Saヒhere on the podi皿エSWOre∴thatエWOu|d not:∴relive f|ood me孤ories wi亡h a

generationヒhat has no reco||ection of tha亡eVen亡.工1ooked ouヒand工SaW’亡he

first sigh亡亡ha亡We SaW when we cane into the building which was亡WO yearS Old’

and there was oily waヒer up亡O about∴亡he row=where`血e.gradua亡es end・‥: And there

Were tWO S亡ei調ay concert grand pian6sタwhich vere a tribuヒe tp the co血nime種t: Of

this co皿nity to the Music PrograⅢS and Concert Series and亡he act士vlties in血e

Ar亡S that were characteristics of亡his College事s contribu亡ion to this coIImuni亡y.

| have a lunp in my throat and tears i寄my eyes as you would expect, but工

did expect亡O keep the孤Very PerSOZlal and now | s玉aごe thg孤‘#iぬyou. Btit:工

also want∴to share sone of the亡hough亡S that Chaiman Ross and Presiden亡Breise亡h

have a|ready expressed. | have wri亡ten abou亡five versions of this Comencement

SPeeCh and工am not going亡O give any of i亡and亡hatls partly what happehs when

you find that when circumstances dic亡ate, yOu jus亡SPeak from亡he heart so工hope

you recognize tha亡thatls what工Will be doing with you.

工Came here out of graduate school and皿y undergraduate experience and工

WaS a War baby; a PrOduct of ny generation. As President Breiseth noted you

are going亡O be a product of the events亡ha亡are happening in the wor|d around

you. They will shape your life. World War工工●　亡he Korean War'　Shaped my life,

Shaped much of chis College. Facu|亡y mehbers wer? Ca|1ed back to the Korean

War after e孤erging from World Warエエ. My edlieational experienこe a亡Seton Hal|

as an undergraduate was twenty-One Credit hours per semest6r, tWO Se狐eSterS

compressed in亡O SuⅢ皿er SChooIs, a亡hre圭day vacaヒion over I.abor Day and亡he寄back;

because there was a pressure・bdilc up to move forward af亡er∴the devas亡ation of

World War l工　that was.ref|eeted in, thaヒ　educational enviro覆Iment.. But:, t:here

WaS the’unexpected outcome of that war∴that was the hunger of the recining

Ve亡eran for educa亡ion. No one expected that. The G.工. Bill. tha亡yOu hear

referenced so very ofte轟as one of the paradigms of hov gove蘭en亡got: iAVOIved

in higher education was not because we had the alrighty wisdon亡O See what∴the

CO寄tributions of tha亡educatio寄al experience wou|d be亡O the indまvidua|● it

WaS because they did not know how hillions of retuming ve亡erans WOuld be

assi調ilated into the血晦rican fabric of social and econonic life of　亡his country.

mey were afraid of皿rches on Wasbingt:O寄- tha亡Characterized the post World

War工period, and so educat:io種'ねs really a very expedien亡POli亡ical solu亡ion
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亡O what was perceived to be a very dangerous period in the evolution of our

A皿erican society.　So that experience was very in亡ense, Particularly, in

Chemis亡ry and bio|ogy. From Seton Hall　工Went∴to the University of Delaware

where工ca皿e under the influence of a皿arVelous woman, a Quaker wo孤an,

Mary Russell, and she taugh亡me some of the beginnings of how in the scientific

WOr|d one sought for∴亡ruth. Whac were the methodo|ogies? mat was亡he discipline?

How did youi COnStruC亡∴the proble皿and articulate it in a way thac pe重ritCed you

to-analyze and pursue it; gather data; informa亡ion; interpret i亡; and co皿e亡O

SO皿e COnClusion?

That con亡inued at.the Un王versity of Pennsylvania with a new dinerlsion:

S亡uden亡S - Mel Belsky, Jerry Schiff, Jewish boys from Brooklyn;..Tse Chu Chang

a Chinese expatria亡e; Don Nelson from Canada; Vic Runeckles froⅢ England;

main |ine Phi|ade|phians Lukens and Hunphrey and this little工亡alian, Catho|ic

boy s亡icking in that group・ Bu亡eXPerience∴COuld diversify and shoW the challenge

of what∴education was all about.　And then　工　cane　亡O Wilkes and that's where

|ast 3’riday弧y PrOfessional career in Educat:ion ended and thirty-f士ve years agO

it began righ亡here. July l, 1955 was the initia| date on the contract. Twent:y

PerCent unemPloyment in. the Valley. Chaiman Ross reflected the current econOmic

Chal|enges. Then we had 650 students doun fron a high of over 1500. Talk about:

demographic projections. Just devasted by亡he outflow of students af亡er the

Korean War and the economy that did no亡Pemit very Inuch of a luxury of higher

educa亡ion.

、工WaS亡he亡hird mehber of the BioIogy Department, With my dear friend,

Chuck Reif, Who mentored孤e in so many亡hings; and工could go on wit:h the

recollections of cu耽iculup changes, Studen亡1ife changes,粗e ac骨U遭±veごSity’

(still Wi虹es College血ny heart) the gradua亡es. But one of the first言hings

亡hat工experienced高hen工ca田e to Wi劃ces !1S a.yOung faculty ne心eちWitb all of

tbis behind mら, tO my first serious faculty meeting in an old co調verCed garage

behind Conynghan Hall, WaS a faoulty debate about what constitut:edぬe marks

Of an educa亡ed nan.エfelt:,一一That∴the hell do工need this for?　エhave been

educated・工have got alしkind of Sbeepskins亡o prove it.11 And yet∴t:hat debat:e

t:hat工engaged in with fdculty me血}erS and工ran. t:hrough the lまta[ry Of so孤e Of

those faculcy who contribuced so mch to t:he building of this Uh versity. mat

debate about '塙rha亡is educatio寄耽a|1y supposed to h種ve as its outcomes?'.
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Some of the buzz words are llou亡CO皿eS aSSeSSment-1 and | wou|d challenge you as

you progress through your Comencement and　亡hrough your |ife to con亡inuously

engage in that process of outcomes assess孤en亡. Wha亡has your life and what

forces have contributed to you in that very personal innerself that is only you’

nobbdy else; Wife. fanily, doesn't皿a亡ter, there is an imer you t:hat can on|y

address issues and address proble皿S tha亡　Can make you亡he human being亡hat you

are capable of being - and to me tha亡is what∴亡ha亡debate was a|1 abou亡・ Wha亡

do’we as a faculty do亡O COntribute something to fur亡hering that human capacity

亡hat distinguishes us froⅢ a|| the res亡Of　亡he ani皿al kingdon, tha亡enables

us亡O PrOgreSS in wha亡the old Catech王sm was the IIi孤age and likeness of Cod?"

We are creat:ed in that llimage and |ikeness of Godll and we have an obligation亡O

Seek, tO fulfil| and understand wha亡∴that means.　So, in my fomal re皿arks’工

intended to address each of亡hose reⅢarks and iden亡ify for you sone of t心e things

that工thi寄k will help you see亡he challenges and how you respond亡O then.

Tom Moran always told a favorite s亡Ory about the three expectant fathers

down in the waitin宮∴rOO皿Of Mercy Hospital and the亡hree fa亡hers are there

and亡he nurse comes ruming out and she said to　亡he first father, ““Sir, yOu

have just beco皿e the father of twins," and he said, .I工sn-t∴亡his marve|ous,

1 happen亡O WOrk for Motor Twins, Whaヒa coincidence.’’ Happily. he goes亡O See

his children. A few mimtes later, the second nurse co孤eS running out and she

said亡O the second father,一ヤou have become亡he fa亡her of triplets;’he said,

"oh! my gosh' what a coincidence'工work for Triple A.II A fev皿inutes la亡er

the ,亡hird fa亡her was∴running out of the hospi亡al.冒he nurse chased after him

and said●　一Iwait' yOur Wife hasnlt delivered yet$" he said● IILady'　工I皿not waiting

around to find ouきず　工WOrk for 7UP.一,

My point is that it is very easy to escape fro皿亡he challenges and realities・

You can get overwheined and we see it all now. We escape in alcoho|, We

escape in drugs and when people confront a human situation they camot deal with

they have no self-eSteem, nO COnfidence in their ability亡O deal with the issues’

they escape. Educa亡ion is one of the firs亡∴to say you do not tcke that∴rOute

to escape. You use your intellige種ce' yOu eXanine issues' yOu find truth and

you seek to ide寄tify in a fra皿eWOrk of ideals and of faith and of values,

those things that enable you to continue plugging and孤OVing ahead.調宣ere is

no Iong range vision, We go day to day as hunan beings and confront different
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PrOb|ems every monent of those days, but if education has helped you unders亡andタ

and deal with, and cope with tha亡reality - - have a hierarchy of invoIvement

(and Chaiman Ross said the exactly same　亡hing) and so it obviously bears

基epea亡i種g.

You will face great challenges as individuals. as f劃血1ies, aS CO狐00unit:ies,

as a state, aS a nation, and as a world coImunity: and that flow is no亡

accidenta| because everyone on this planet has a role and a part∴to Play in

t蘭e resolu亡ion of the issues　亡hat divide men, tha亡bring皿en tOge亡her, t:hat

recognizes some of those fundamental values: that na亡ions and peoples under

SeVe甲years of do血ance in a comunist §yStem Still grope f{空襲freedon and

humanl rights, the expression of their values and the capacity tO do that. And

if educa亡ion helps you see your goal and your place and encourages you to

address those issues confidently, and realizing you camot leave i亡∴tO the other

PerSOn,亡he educated people in this country must be the elite in dealing wi亡h

these issues and these problems or we will never solve the孤- and thacIs you.

You paid your皿Oney' yOulve got your choices.工COngratulate you and工encourage

you亡O uSe and continue to use∴ヒhose experiences at Wilkes that have cons亡ituted

your educa亡ion.
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