
麓轟駐韓葦藍即

生半曲曲犠

豊里音質





幸子

tark Ha

Starkし(

千〇Iiowi

Setback

o価cia=

ment o

Octob〔

One ofthe prim〃

OVer the years has

ment.しooking ahく

the changing need

been abIe to mainl

ln 1949, foiIowir

nasium, Dr. EugeI

beIieved that theく

W=kes was reachiI
With this idea in
in a progressive §O'

The compIetion

in 1957andthe Re

the start of the W
nIqueS, eXPerienc(

しong before fii

WiIkes building, il
Iated for the con§1

rOOm SPaCe.

Such space wa!

CreaSe in enro=m

expanded mathen

a four-year degre

neering.

Added to these

needed to devel(

techniques, SuCh a

The co=ege fa(

Conyngham Ha旧

and art departm(

quarters, Straining
On the advice c

architect, W岨e§

building to be att'

By demoli§hin!

AshIey, Barre, an

tionai prope「ty p葛

With this begi「

ing Center in 197:



tark Ha= was the beginning. The new $6.7 m冊on

Stark Leaming Center is the fulfi=ment of a dream.

FoIIowing four years of con§truCtion, CamPaigns and

Setbacks, the W冊es Co=ege Starkしeaming Center

Officia=y was ready to be dedicated to the advance-

ment of science and higher education on Saturday,

October =, 1975.
One ofthe primary reasons forthe success of Wilkes Co=ege
OVer the years has been its long-range aPPrOaCh to deveIop-

ment.しooking ahead and carefu=y pIaming and anticipating

the changing needs of its students and community, Wiikes has
been abie to maintain a strong forward thrust.

in 1949, fo=owing the compIetion of the Franklin Street gym-

nasium, Dr. Eugene S. Fariey, the fi「st president of Wilkes,

beiieved that the co=ege needed to grow even more because

WiIkes was reaching for a higher pIateau.
With this idea in mind, WiIkes Co=ege decided to go forward
in a progressive society.

The completion and dedication of the Harold R. Stark HaIl

in 1957 and the Research and Graduate Center in 1963 marked

the start of the Wi獲kes Co=ege transition in educationai tech-

niques, eXPerience and opportunities for the students.

Long before fire destroyed Conyngham HalI, the o!dest

Wilkes buiIding, in December, 1968, Plans were being formu-
Iated for the construction of urgently-needed additionai cias§-

rOOm SPaCe.

Such space was necessary to accommodate the §teady in-

CreaSe in enro=ment to provide appropriate faci=ties for the

expanded mathematics and nursing programs and to initiate

a four-year degree program in eIectrical and materiaI§ engi-

neerIng.

Added to these criticaI needs modem equipment also was

needed to develop the innovative disciplines and teaching

techniques, SuCh as team teaching.

The coiiege faced a disastrous and critical situation when

Conyngham Ha= was destroyed. The mathematics, eng冊ee「Ing

and art departments we「e forced into makeshift tempora「y

quarters, Straining the other campus fac掴ties.

On the advice of Edward Dure看l Stone, intemationa=y known

architect, WiIkes Coilege agreed to construct a quadrangula「

buiIding to be attached to the three Ievels ofthe Stark Haii・

By demotishing the five oid dormitories, Denison, Wamer,
Ashiey, Barre, and ButIer Ha=s, in front of Stark Hali, addi-

tionaI prope「ty purcha§eS Were nOt neCeSSa「y.

With this beginning, COnStruCtion began on the Starkしearn-

ing Center in 1972.



The entire complex was named for the Iate AdmiraI Haroid

R. Stark, a PrOminent Iocai civic Ieader and the chairman ofthe

W=kes Co=ege Board ofTrustees from June, 1960 to 」uIy, 1964.

Admi「aI Stark was born in WiIkes-Barre in 1880, the §On Of

Benjamin Frankiin and Frances Warner Sta「k. Graduating from

WiIke§-Bar「e High Schooi and the Harry HiIman Academy, he

entered the U・ S. Navai Academy, graduating in 1903.

in 1939, he was appointed Chief of Navai Operations and

Commander of European Navai Forces during WW=. Through-
Out the war, he acted as liaison between Prime Minister Win-
StOn Church川and President Frankiin D. Roo§eVeit.

His §ervice during the war yea売was rewarded by the Dis-

tinguished Service Medais of the Navy and the Army.

ln 1937, he and his wife donated their home at 184 South

River Street to the co=ege as a memorial to Fred M. Chase and

hi§ Wife, Who was Admirai Stark′s siste「.

In 1956, friends of Admiral Stark gave more than one m冊on

doi看ars to Wiikes for the erection of Stark Science HalI.

丁he construction of the Learning Center was in two phases.

During 1971-72 Phase i went into effect with the seiection of

land, raZing of buildings and the construction of the bu=ding’§

girdered frame.
Phase旧ncIuded the completion of the interior of the third

and fourth floors of the Center and the construction of the

tiered W冊am B. Schaefferしecture Ha=, featuring a iarge front

elevated projection screen and sophisticated accommodations

for approximately 400 students.

The Starkしeaming Center marked the extension of the

Wilkes electricaI engineering prog「am from two to four years,

the addition of an undergraduate program in materials engi-

neering, the extension of the nursing program, the introduction

Of a graduate program in mathematics, and the construction of

a team-teaChing faculty.

Now a reaIity, the team-teaChing technique§ at WiIkes pro-

Vides the economy of iarge iecture sessions with sma= discu§-

Sion groups and individual conference§ for many ofthe co=ege

OveraiI, the compieted building provides ciassrooms, Stu-

dios, Iaboratory space as welI as disciplines in environmentaI

SCience, fine arts, COmPuter SCience, eXPerimentaI psychoiogy,

mathematic§ and nursing.

1n 1974 the design of the Starkしear=ing Center by the Arch-

iteむFi「m, Lacy, Atherton & Davis, WOn ′′First Honors′′ in §tate-

Wide competition by the Pennsylvania Society of the American

Institute of Architects.
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During the designing process of the science building, the

architects faced two unique design probIems. The new struc-

tu「e had to be connected to Stark Ha= and provide continuous

Circuiation between the two buildings on a= floors. AI§O it was

necessary for the buiIding to be in ha「monious scaIe with the

§ma=er campus buildings on each side.

丁he U-Shaped design solved both probIem§ and the centraI

COurtyard pIan was viewed as the circuIation center for daiIy

student Iife.

The completed Stark Leaming Cente「, incIuding Stark Ha=,

COmPrises the major clas§rOOm fac紺ties on the Wilkes Co=ege

CamPu§・ The lower levei of the Center houses the physics Iabor-

atory and the Art and Engineering Departments, aS We= as,

PrOViding numerous ciassrooms and a circuIar, tiered iecture
ha=.

The ground fIoor of the buiIding featu「es the uitra-mOdern

Sordoni Art Ga=ery, Student art studios, the W. B. Schaeffer
Lecture Ha=, the Physics Department, an englnee…g SeCtion

and another smaIi tiered iecture hail.

The hig冊ght of the §eCOnd fioor is the extensive Chemistry

and Engineering Departments equipped with inorganic, Or-

ganic, and analyticai chemist「y Iaboratories, aS WeiI a§, ad-

VanCed engineering, materiai§ engineering Iaboratories and a

Photography dark room.
The BioI6gy, GeneraI Psychoiogy and Nursing Department§

are Iocated on the third fioor. The extensive facilities ava=able

have permitted Wiikes to offer a four-year degree prog「am in

nursi=g. The new third fioor nu「§ing laboratory features nu-

merous eIectronic seIトstudy units or carreIs, a neW Cardiac

monitor, in addうtion to the complete heaIth care materials.

CompIeting the Center on the fourth floor are the Mathe-
matics and Envi「onmentaI Science Departments, the computer

Center and the modern greenhouse, iocated on the roof.

in addition to the spacious class「ooms in the science bu=d-

ings, Staff and faculty offices, graduate assistant offices and

§ma= §tudy rooms are sprinkIed throughout the §t「uCture.

With the creation and completion of the $6.7-m冊on Stark

Learning Center, the d「eam of the late Dr. Farley and generous

friend§ Of the co=ege has been reaIized through the g「owing

graduate program at the co=ege, an enlarged scholarship p「o-

gram for abIe §tudents, the deveiopment of an educational pro-

gram to enable WiIkes students to enter and successfu=y com-
Plete any graduate schoo=n the country or to ente「 into a pro-

fession, and the ab冊y to serve the community through edu-

CationaI projects.



CONVOCAT音ON FOR DEDICATION OF

NEW §TARKしEARNING CENTER

Saturday, Octobe「 ll, 1975
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W賀L=AM B. SCHAEFFER

The upward progress of sociai adjustment demands persons

With foresight′ PerCePtion′ and a knowIedge of life. They must

be able to inspire confidence, under§tand the issues ofthe day,

and take risks. W冊am B. Schaeffer possessed these quaIities.
′’B冊’Schaeffer, aS he was known to his intimates, WaS nOt ta=

in physicai stature, but he aiways made a commanding pres-

ence. He had a handsome face and imp「essive head; his eyes

SParkIed with the fire of a br冊ant mind. He waIked with rapid

Stride with his eyes always set upon new horizons.

When Mr" Schaeffer came to the Wyoming Va=ey in 1912 in
the fuII vigor o川fe, he had already achieved a §tate-Wide rep-

utation as an able, Sk冊ul bank examiner and an inte=igent

banker・ The Wyoming Va=ey Trust Company, a PrOgreSSive

banking institution看ocated on Pubiic Square in WiIke§一Barre,

SuCCeeded in wiming him from the Wilbur T「ust Company, at

Bethiehem, Where he had se「ved fo「 a number of years as

Business Manager and Trust O怖cer. At the Wyoming Va=ey

Trust Company, he initia=y served as Vice President and Trea§一

urer during the criticai years immediateiy preceding and fol-

IowingWo「id War I.

On January l, 1927, he became the bank’s president and ied

it successfu=y through the ago…Z…g and cruei depression

Period of the 1930’s when hundreds of banking institutio=S in

the State were co=apsing. A number of banks in the VaIley also

fe= by the wayside during those years, but Mr. Schaeffer organ-

ized the ba=king leadership in the community in a successfui

attempt to protect deposito「s and preserve many of the bank-

ing institutions. His personai efforts were largeiy responsible

for the orderiy liquidation of a number of cIosed bank§ in the

area and for payment in fu= tothei「depositor§.

Although the major part of his Iife was spent as a banker, Mr.

Schaeffer was at heart an educator. He was born on August 5,

1865, in White Ha= Township, Northampton County, Pennsyi-
Vania, into a family of eight chiidren. He came by his interest in

education naturaily, Sjnce his famiIy numbered within its ranks

teachers, ministe「s, and professionaI men. His great-grandfather

had owned a printing press in the ea「ly day§ Of the Revoiution

and is reputed to have secretiy printed and distributed the

Prociamation of Independence and underground tracts.

Severai years after compieting his education in the Lehigh

County Schoois and Krouts Academy, Mr. Schaeffer sought em-

PIoyment as a schooi teacher. He taught for a few years before
SuCCumbing to the opportunities of the business and financiaI

WOrId and entering the banking profession in which he reached

a preeminent position.
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As a banke「, Mr. Schaeffer perceived the talents of many of

his custome「s with an educator’s eye for untapped ab描ty and,

more importantiy, he understood the role that a supportive

bank might piay in their development. For example, he recog-

nized the potentia「in an immigrant American named Amadeo

Obici who operated a peanutstand on Pubiic Square in WiIkes-
Barre工argely as a result of Mr. Schaeffer’s vision, SuPPOrt, and

guidance′ Mr. Obici′s business expanded in a few years into the

Planters Nut and Chocoiate Company. The company, aS We a=

know, uitimateiy became a vast corporate enterprise of inter-

national stature. Mr. Schaeffer served on its Board of Directors

thereafter for many years.丁here were many other people

Whom he similarly advised and whose more modest success

Can aIso be attributed to his interest and support.

When death overtook him on December ll, 1951, hi§ COト

ieagues in the Miners NationaI Bank, Where he then served as

First Vice President, Said of him: ′′He was preeminent in the

fieId of banking, Particuiar!y as it re!ated to the i=VeStment Of

bank monies and trustfunds.



’′His keen foresight, his intimate knowIedge of financiaI maト

ters, his good common sense in the investment fieid-a= these

traits made of him an invaluable counse獲iorand advisor.

’′To him for advice and guidance came many financiai con-

CernS, iarge and sma=. Even at his advanced age, he retained a

Clarity of perception and intense interest in financiaI matters

Which were aiways a source of amazement to his associates.′′

Despite his success as a banker, Mr. Schaeffer remained dedi-

Cated to his ea「iy interest in education. It was evident that he

thought deeply of its meaning and vaIue as a mourding force in

Our SOCiety. When Wilkes Coliege was organized, he at once
SaW its importance in eievating the cuitural and economic Iife

Of the community and brightening the horizons of its young

PeOPIe. Mr. Schaeffer steadiIy encouraged his cIose friend
Gilbert McClintock in his enormous labors ih behaif of the

Co=ege, and he personaliy but unobtrusiveIy contributed sub-

Stantiai su甲S tO its support during the early days. Quietly and

effectively, he persuaded his friends to do iikewise.

His daughter, Marian Schaeffer, Su「Vives him and resides in

Da=as, Pennsyivania. She continues her father’s interest in

the Co=ege.
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工一m going to forego the customary salutation that occasions such as

this call for and address you in a way that seems more fitting for this

momentous occasion‥.. ‥

We're all here with the same proud credentials… … Friends of

Wilkes College.

This is truly a wonderful day for all of us who have had a long-time

interest in this fine institution of higher education. It all took time and

Plenty of hard work under what, at times, Were almost impossible

Circumstance s.

But the reason that we are all gathered here is to dedicate this

magnificent $7-million Stark Learning Center and William B. Schaeffer

Lecture Ha11. Here is proof that when dedicated individuals have faith in

their dream宣, they can turn them into reality.

The young man who preceded me on the program -- I'11 refer to him

as young Gene Farley ○○ reminded me of the many times工was asked to

Perform the almost impossible by his father.

As he spoke to you,工thought back over the years to times when his

late father, Dr. Eugene Farley, WaS Only in his middle 30's and trying to

COnVince some of the skeptics in this region that the future of this community

depended upon the education of its young people.

Believe me　--　and Iknow -一it wasn't easy for an outsider notyet

near 40 to change the minds of people here. But Gene Farley was caught up

in a dream that he was determined wo血d become a reality. And he knew

that if he could just show them a tiny bit of the great institution he wanted

to build for them they might give him the support he needed.
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声量

And he was right. Slowly he turned the tide of those who doubted

and questioned. He began to interest important and respected people who

had the power of persuasion to convince others. He already had the backing

of Dr. Arnaud C. Marts, after whom this beautiful courtyard is named in

memoriam. But others joined him. People such as Gilbert McClintock,

Admiral Harold Stark, Walter and Donald Carpenter, Andrew Sordoni, Sr. ,

Dorothy Dickson Darte, Bill Schaeffer, Annette Evansタ　Charlie Waller,

Lou Shaffer, Tom Kiley… … and manyタ　many mOre… …工only wish工had

time to mention all of them.

What a team Gene Farley put together.工t will never be ma七ched in

the world of higher education. They a11 wanted to be part of what they co血d

See this great man was fighting to build.

A1l of this… … and more… …flashed through my mind as I listened

to the son of this great man sta,nd up here just a. short time ago and deliver

remarks on the occasion of this Convocation and Dedication of the Stark

Learning Center and the William B. Schaeffer Lecture Ha.11.

All of this, my dear people, just didn't happen. Some truly dedicated

and generous people made it happen. They believed that this piece of our

great nation had an obligation to its young people. They fully recognized

What was being offered as a future in Wyoming Va11ey　一一　a lifetime in the

coal n正nes because most of them came from families that couldnIt afford to

Send them to co11ege.

Believe me when工say that being a congressman wasn-t easy when

Gene Farley was setting his sights on the next step in the building of his

COllege. And when he summoned the assistance of his colleagues　--　SuCh as
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Harold Stark, Gilbert McClintock and the others　--　they not only asked for

major miracles, but never accepted less.

I am proud to say that I had the good fortune… …and, I might add,

the honor and privilege… … Of having been in a position where I co血d serve.

(工will say, nOW that工lookback,工一m still not qulte sure how工was able to do

SOme Of the things they asked・ )

But it all worked out, and today we are dedicating this beautiful complex

named in honor of my old and dear friend, Harold Stark. And the adjoining

lecture hall is a fitting tribute to the memory of my friend Bill Schaeffer.

工t-s too bad they can-t know what is taking place here today. They wo血d have

liked it and they would be pleased.

Those two men, along with the other pioneers of Wilkes Co11ege, WOuld

not have been surprised by the fact that this outstanding Learning Center

actually grew out of a major setback tha,t hurt the College.工一m referring to

the fire that destroyed Conyngham Hall during a coldタWintry night a few days

after Chris七mas of 1968.血cidentauyタthis building was named in honor of

another great family that did so much for Wyoming Valley and Wilkes College.

Perhaps many of you arenit aware of it, but Gene Farley was preparing

to move toward retirement when that tragedy struck. But the fighting spirit

that moved him to build a college under almost impossible circumstances

OnCe again responded to the occasion.

Gene Farley remained in the presidency long enough to lay the ground-

WOrk for the raising of the initia.1 funds needed to start to build something

bigger and better to replace the tragic loss to his academic world.
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When Gene Farley stepped down in June of 1970, it was with the

Satisfaction that he had once again comitted the College to a course that

would lead it out of trouble and upward to a higher level. Even moreタ　he

co血d look back with pride on the growth of a small junior college into one

of the finest sma11 1iberal art§ CO11eges in the nation.

Let me say this, though, during all the years that Gene Farley was

building this Co11ege, he earned the respect and affection of all who worked

With him and for him. He cajoled, badgered and begged for community and

govemment assista.nce　一-　and he got it. I-m proud to say that many of your

federal tax dollars have been brought back into the community through

assistance given to the building of this great institution.

Before I cIose, I wantto add one more chapter in how this a11 came

aLbout・ While Gene Farley was a great builder of colleges'　he was equally

adept at building men　一一　real leaders. And when he stepped down, he had

PrePared a successor who would carry on　--　Dr. Francis Micheliniタ　better

known to a11 as 。Dr. Mike.。

It was up to Mike to keep things moving forward and he had been

PrePared well by the ma,Ster・ Despite setbacks　〇一　One Of them the flood of

1972　--　Dr. Mike guided the construction of this Learning Center to its

COmPletion. He, tOO, had a major role in the reasonwe are all gathered here today.

My friendsタI h皿bly submit to you that it is one of the great moments

Of my life to be standing here today… …taking part in reality that was built

Out Of dreams that I pray will have no ending.


